
2016 practice exam mcq ap human
geography
2016 practice exam mcq ap human geography serves as a crucial resource for
students preparing for the AP Human Geography exam. This comprehensive guide delves
into the intricacies of the 2016 multiple-choice questions, offering detailed explanations
and strategic insights to help students master key concepts. We will explore common
question types, analyze specific topics covered in the 2016 exam, and provide valuable tips
for maximizing performance on test day. Understanding the structure and content of past
exams, particularly the 2016 practice exam MCQs, is essential for building a strong
foundation in AP Human Geography. This article aims to equip students with the knowledge
and confidence needed to tackle the AP Human Geography exam with a focus on the 2016
exam's specific challenges and opportunities.

Understanding the AP Human Geography 2016
Practice Exam MCQs

The Importance of AP Practice Exams

AP practice exams are invaluable tools for students aiming to succeed in the AP Human
Geography course. They provide a realistic simulation of the actual exam environment,
allowing students to gauge their understanding of the curriculum and identify areas
needing further study. The 2016 practice exam MCQs specifically offer insights into the
types of questions, difficulty levels, and the breadth of topics tested by the College Board in
that particular year. Regularly engaging with these practice questions helps students
develop test-taking strategies, improve time management, and become more familiar with
the specific vocabulary and concepts that are frequently assessed.

Structure of the AP Human Geography Multiple-Choice
Section

The multiple-choice section of the AP Human Geography exam is a significant component of
the overall score. Typically, it consists of a set number of questions, often around 75, to be
completed within a specific time frame, usually 75 minutes. These questions are designed
to assess a student's knowledge across all units of the AP Human Geography curriculum.
The questions often feature stimulus materials such as maps, charts, graphs, photographs,
and case studies, requiring students to apply their understanding to real-world scenarios.
The 2016 practice exam MCQs closely mirror this structure, providing an accurate
representation of what to expect.



Key Themes and Topics Covered in the 2016 Exam

The 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs cover a wide array of topics essential
to the field. These include, but are not limited to, population and migration, cultural
patterns and processes, political geography, development, agriculture and land use, and
urban and industrial development. Understanding the distribution and density of
populations, the causes and consequences of migration, the spatial diffusion of cultural
phenomena, and the political organization of space are all critical elements tested. The
exam also delves into economic development, globalization, and the challenges of
sustainable development. Familiarity with the 2016 exam's emphasis on these themes is
crucial for targeted preparation.

Strategies for Tackling 2016 AP Human
Geography MCQs

Analyzing Question Stems and Stimulus Materials

Effective preparation for the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs begins with a
systematic approach to analyzing each question. This involves carefully reading the
question stem to understand precisely what is being asked. It is equally important to
thoroughly examine any accompanying stimulus materials, whether they are maps, graphs,
or textual excerpts. Identifying key features, trends, and patterns within these materials is
often the first step towards selecting the correct answer. For instance, a question might
present a population pyramid, requiring students to interpret demographic characteristics
and relate them to broader concepts of development or stage in the demographic transition
model.

Identifying and Eliminating Incorrect Answer Choices

A common strategy for success in multiple-choice testing is the process of elimination. For
the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs, students should practice identifying
answer choices that are clearly incorrect based on their knowledge of geographic
principles. This might involve recognizing statements that are factually inaccurate,
irrelevant to the question, or misinterpretations of the stimulus material. By systematically
ruling out wrong answers, students increase their probability of selecting the correct option
from the remaining choices. This approach is particularly useful when faced with questions
that appear complex or have seemingly plausible but ultimately incorrect answers.

Applying Geographic Concepts and Vocabulary



Success on the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs hinges on the ability to
apply core geographic concepts and terminology accurately. Each question is designed to
test a student's understanding of theories, models, and definitions within the discipline. For
example, questions might relate to concepts like central place theory, distance decay, or
the various types of boundaries. Students should be proficient in defining these terms and
understanding their real-world applications. The 2016 exam's questions often require
students to connect abstract concepts to concrete geographical phenomena, demonstrating
a deep and applied understanding of the subject matter.

Time Management During the Practice Exam

Effective time management is a critical skill for any timed test, and the AP Human
Geography exam is no exception. When working through the 2016 practice exam MCQs,
students should aim to spend an average of one minute per question. It is important to
avoid getting bogged down on any single question. If a question proves particularly
challenging, it is often beneficial to make an educated guess and move on, returning to it
later if time permits. Developing a rhythm and pace for answering questions during practice
sessions will build confidence and improve performance on the actual exam.

Detailed Analysis of 2016 AP Human Geography
MCQ Topics

Population Distribution and Density Questions

Questions concerning population distribution and density are consistently featured in AP
Human Geography exams, and the 2016 practice exam MCQs are no different. These
questions often involve analyzing maps that depict population concentrations, calculating
population density for different regions, and understanding the factors that influence
population distribution, such as physical geography, economic opportunities, and historical
settlement patterns. Students should be familiar with terms like arithmetic density,
physiological density, and agricultural density, and how these measures are used to
interpret human-environment interactions. Understanding concepts like carrying capacity
and overpopulation is also crucial.

Migration Patterns and Theories

Migration is a fundamental topic in human geography, and the 2016 exam likely tested
various aspects of human movement. This includes understanding push and pull factors
that drive migration, different types of migration (e.g., voluntary vs. forced, internal vs.
international), and the consequences of migration on both sending and receiving regions.
Theories of migration, such as Ravenstein's Laws of Migration and Zelinsky's Model of



Migration Transition, are frequently assessed. Practice questions might involve analyzing
migration streams, identifying push and pull factors in specific scenarios, and explaining
the demographic impacts of migration.

Cultural Geography: Language, Religion, and Ethnicity

The spatial organization and diffusion of cultural traits are central to AP Human Geography.
The 2016 practice exam MCQs would have likely included questions on the geographic
patterns of languages, religions, and ethnic groups. This involves understanding concepts
like language families, lingua francas, the diffusion of religions, and the spatial distribution
of ethnic enclaves. Questions might also address issues related to cultural landscapes,
acculturation, assimilation, and the impact of globalization on cultural diversity.
Recognizing the territoriality of cultural groups and the political implications of these
distributions is also important.

Political Geography: States, Nations, and Boundaries

The political organization of space is a key area of study in AP Human Geography. The 2016
exam's MCQs would have tested knowledge of concepts such as states, nations, nation-
states, stateless nations, and supranational organizations. Questions often focus on the
nature and evolution of political boundaries, including different types of boundaries (e.g.,
antecedent, subsequent, superimposed, relic) and their functions. Understanding concepts
like gerrymandering, geopolitics, and the causes and consequences of political conflict are
also vital. Analyzing maps of political divisions and understanding the spatial dynamics of
power are common question formats.

Economic Development and Globalization

Understanding patterns of economic development and the forces of globalization is a
significant part of the AP Human Geography curriculum. The 2016 practice exam MCQs
likely assessed knowledge of economic indicators like GDP and GNI per capita, as well as
models of development such as Rostow's Stages of Economic Growth and the World
Systems Theory. Questions may also focus on the spatial patterns of industrialization, the
role of international trade, and the impact of globalization on economies and societies
worldwide. Concepts like primary, secondary, and tertiary economic activities, as well as
the Brandt Line, are also frequently tested.

Agriculture, Food Production, and Land Use

The agricultural sector and its impact on land use are fundamental to human geography.
The 2016 MCQs would have likely examined different agricultural practices, such as
subsistence vs. commercial farming, intensive vs. extensive farming, and specific types of



agriculture like pastoralism or shifting cultivation. Questions might also cover the Von
Thunen model, which explains the spatial organization of agriculture around a city, and the
Green Revolution, which significantly impacted food production. Understanding the
challenges of food security, land degradation, and the spatial diffusion of agricultural
innovations would also be relevant.

Urbanization and Industrialization

The growth of cities and the processes of industrialization have profoundly reshaped the
human landscape. The 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs would have likely
tested knowledge of urbanization trends, the characteristics of urban areas, and models of
urban structure, such as the concentric zone model, sector model, and multiple nuclei
model. Questions may also focus on the spatial patterns of industrial activity, the impact of
globalization on manufacturing, and the challenges associated with rapid urban growth,
including infrastructure, housing, and environmental issues. Concepts like rank-size rule
and the gravity model are also important for understanding urban systems.

Tips for Maximizing Performance on the 2016 AP
Human Geography Practice Exam

Create a Realistic Testing Environment

To truly benefit from the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs, it is essential to
simulate the actual testing conditions as closely as possible. This means finding a quiet
space where you will not be interrupted, setting a timer for the allotted duration of the
multiple-choice section, and refraining from using any external resources, including notes
or the internet. By creating a realistic testing environment, you can accurately assess your
performance under pressure and identify specific areas where your time management or
knowledge might falter.

Reviewing and Understanding Explanations for
Incorrect Answers

Simply completing practice questions is not enough; a thorough review of both correct and
incorrect answers is crucial for learning. For every question you get wrong on the 2016 AP
Human Geography practice exam, take the time to understand why your chosen answer
was incorrect and why the correct answer is right. This involves revisiting the relevant
concepts, looking up definitions, and re-examining the stimulus material. Understanding the
reasoning behind each answer will solidify your knowledge and prevent you from making
the same mistakes again.



Utilizing a Variety of Practice Resources

While the 2016 practice exam MCQs are a valuable resource, it is also beneficial to
supplement your preparation with other practice materials. This could include official AP
practice questions from the College Board, review books, and other reputable online
resources. Exposure to a variety of question formats and topics will ensure that you are
well-rounded in your preparation and can tackle any type of question that may appear on
the actual exam, including those similar to the 2016 exam.

Focusing on Weak Areas Identified Through Practice

As you work through the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs, you will
inevitably identify areas where your understanding is weaker. Dedicate extra study time to
these specific topics. For instance, if you consistently struggle with questions on political
geography, revisit your notes and textbooks on that unit, seek out additional explanations,
and work through more practice problems related to states, nations, and boundaries.
Targeted practice is far more effective than broad, unfocused review.

Building Confidence Through Consistent Practice

The more you practice, the more comfortable and confident you will become with the
material and the exam format. Consistent engagement with practice questions, including
the 2016 AP Human Geography practice exam MCQs, builds familiarity and reduces test
anxiety. Each practice session is an opportunity to refine your strategies, deepen your
understanding, and build the confidence needed to perform at your best on the actual AP
Human Geography exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which of the following is the MOST significant factor
contributing to the rapid urbanization in the developing
world?
Rural-to-urban migration driven by economic opportunities and the search for better living
conditions.

A country's population pyramid showing a wide base
and narrow top is characteristic of which demographic
transition stage?
Stage 2 or 3, indicating high birth rates and declining death rates, leading to rapid



population growth.

The concept of 'distance decay' in human geography
suggests that:
The interaction between two places decreases as the distance between them increases.

Which of the following is an example of a primary
economic activity?
Farming or agriculture.

The Green Revolution is primarily associated with which
of the following agricultural changes?
The development and adoption of high-yield variety crops and modern farming techniques.

Gerrymandering is a practice that is MOST often
associated with which aspect of human geography?
Political geography and the drawing of electoral district boundaries to favor one political
party.

Which of the following is a characteristic of a nation-
state?
A state whose territory corresponds to that occupied by a particular nation.

The concept of 'possibilism' in human geography argues
that:
The environment sets certain constraints or limitations, but culture and social conditions
determine how humans interact with the environment.

Rank-size rule and the central place theory are both
models that attempt to explain:
The distribution and hierarchy of urban settlements within a region.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to AP Human Geography practice exams, formatted as
requested:

1. AP Human Geography: The Ultimate Study Guide and Practice Questions



This comprehensive guide is designed to cover all the core concepts tested on the AP
Human Geography exam. It breaks down complex topics into easily digestible sections,
offering detailed explanations and key vocabulary. The book also includes a substantial
number of practice multiple-choice questions and free-response questions with thorough
answer explanations to help students solidify their understanding and identify areas
needing more focus.

2. Ace the AP Human Geography Exam: Strategies and Practice
This resource focuses on effective test-taking strategies specifically tailored for the AP
Human Geography exam. It emphasizes understanding the rubric for free-response
questions and common pitfalls in multiple-choice sections. The book provides targeted
practice drills and simulated exams to build student confidence and improve their
performance under timed conditions.

3. Your AP Human Geography Practice Exam Companion
This book acts as a direct companion to AP Human Geography preparation, offering a
focused approach to practice. It presents a variety of question types that mirror the actual
exam, covering all units of the curriculum. Each question is accompanied by clear and
concise explanations, enabling students to learn from their mistakes and reinforce correct
thinking processes.

4. Mastering AP Human Geography MCQs: A Targeted Approach
As the title suggests, this book hones in on the multiple-choice section of the AP Human
Geography exam. It delves into the specific types of questions students can expect, offering
strategies for analyzing stimulus material and identifying correct answers. The book
includes an extensive collection of practice MCQs with detailed breakdowns of why each
answer is correct or incorrect, helping students develop critical thinking skills.

5. AP Human Geography Review: Concepts and Practice Tests
This book provides a thorough review of all major AP Human Geography concepts, ensuring
students have a strong foundational knowledge. It organizes information by unit, making it
easy for students to revisit specific topics. The inclusion of multiple full-length practice tests
allows students to gauge their overall preparedness and refine their pacing for the actual
exam.

6. The AP Human Geography Practice Exam Workbook
This hands-on workbook is packed with practice questions designed to simulate the actual
AP Human Geography exam experience. It offers a balanced mix of multiple-choice and
free-response questions, allowing students to practice both formats. The workbook's layout
encourages active learning, with ample space for students to work through problems and
jot down notes.

7. Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam: Proven Strategies for Success
This guide offers a proven system for tackling the AP Human Geography exam, focusing on
strategic approaches to both content mastery and test-taking. It breaks down the exam into
manageable components and provides actionable tips for every section. The book is ideal
for students seeking to understand not just the "what" but also the "how" of performing
well on the exam.

8. AP Human Geography: Essential Practice for the Exam
This book delivers essential practice for students preparing for the AP Human Geography



exam, focusing on core competencies. It covers key concepts, terminology, and analytical
skills required for success. The practice questions are designed to challenge students and
expose them to the rigor of the AP curriculum, helping them build confidence and refine
their exam techniques.

9. Your Roadmap to AP Human Geography Exam Success
This book serves as a guiding roadmap, charting a clear path for students toward AP
Human Geography exam success. It outlines essential topics, provides comprehensive
explanations, and integrates practice questions throughout. The book aims to demystify the
exam and empower students with the knowledge and strategies needed to achieve their
best scores.
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