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2020 practice exam 1 mcq ap environmental science can be a powerful tool for
students aiming to master the College Board's AP Environmental Science (APES)
exam. This article delves deep into the structure, common themes, and
effective strategies for tackling the multiple-choice questions (MCQs) found
in a typical 2020 AP Environmental Science practice exam. We will explore key
environmental concepts frequently tested, dissect sample question types, and
offer guidance on how to build a robust study plan. Understanding the nuances
of these MCQs is crucial for success, and this comprehensive guide will equip
you with the knowledge and techniques needed to confidently approach the
exam.
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Understanding the AP Environmental Science Exam
Structure

The AP Environmental Science exam is meticulously designed to assess a
student's comprehension of a wide array of environmental issues and
scientific principles. The multiple-choice section constitutes a significant
portion of the overall exam score, demanding both breadth of knowledge and
analytical skills. Typically, the exam features a set number of MCQs,
administered within a specific time frame. These questions are designed to
evaluate your ability to recall factual information, interpret data, analyze
scenarios, and apply concepts from various domains of environmental science.
Familiarity with the exam format, including the types of questions and the
distribution of topics, is paramount for effective preparation.

Key Environmental Science Concepts Tested in



2020 MCQs

The 2020 AP Environmental Science practice exam 1 MCQs, like all APES exams,
cover a broad spectrum of environmental topics. A thorough understanding of
these core areas is essential for success. The College Board organizes these
topics into several major units, each with specific sub-concepts that are
frequently assessed.

Earth Systems and Resources
This unit delves into the fundamental processes that shape our planet.
Questions often revolve around the composition and structure of the Earth's
atmosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere. Key concepts include atmospheric
layers, the water cycle, rock cycles, soil formation and composition, and
plate tectonics. Understanding geological time scales and the impact of
geological processes on environmental systems is also a common theme.
Students should be prepared to interpret diagrams of Earth's systems and
explain the interactions between them.

The Living World: Biodiversity
Biodiversity, the variety of life on Earth, is a cornerstone of environmental
science. MCQs in this area assess knowledge of ecosystems, ecological niches,
species interactions (predation, competition, symbiosis), population
dynamics, and evolutionary principles. Concepts such as species diversity
indices, island biogeography, and the factors that contribute to biodiversity
loss are frequently tested. Understanding the importance of genetic diversity
and ecosystem services provided by healthy ecosystems is also critical.

Population
Human population growth and its environmental impacts are central to AP
Environmental Science. Questions focus on population demographics, including
birth rates, death rates, immigration, and emigration. Concepts like carrying
capacity, exponential and logistic growth, population pyramids, and the
demographic transition model are regularly assessed. The environmental
consequences of rapid population growth, such as resource depletion and
pollution, are also common topics.

Land and Water Use
This unit examines how humans utilize and manage land and water resources.
MCQs cover topics such as agriculture (types of farming, soil conservation,
pesticides), forestry (deforestation, sustainable forestry), urbanization,
and mining. Water management issues, including water scarcity, water



pollution, and the impact of dams and irrigation, are also frequently tested.
Students should understand the environmental consequences of various land-use
practices and explore sustainable alternatives.

Energy Resources and Consumption
The production and consumption of energy are critical environmental concerns.
This unit typically includes questions on non-renewable energy sources
(fossil fuels like coal, oil, and natural gas, nuclear energy) and renewable
energy sources (solar, wind, hydro, geothermal, biomass). MCQs assess
understanding of energy efficiency, energy conservation, the environmental
impacts of energy production (e.g., air pollution from burning fossil fuels,
radioactive waste from nuclear power), and the advantages and disadvantages
of different energy technologies.

Atmospheric Pollution
Air pollution and its effects are a significant focus. Questions address the
sources and impacts of major air pollutants such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, and ground-level ozone. Students
should understand concepts like acid rain, the ozone layer and its depletion,
and the causes and effects of smog. The Clean Air Act and other relevant
legislation are also often referenced.

Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution
Pollution in water bodies and on land is another crucial area. MCQs examine
various types of pollution, including point-source and non-point-source
pollution. Topics include water quality parameters (e.g., BOD, DO,
turbidity), eutrophication, thermal pollution, and the impacts of plastic
pollution. Terrestrial pollution issues like soil contamination, waste
management (landfills, incineration, recycling), and hazardous waste disposal
are also covered. Understanding the Clean Water Act and the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) is beneficial.

Global Change
This unit addresses large-scale environmental shifts, most notably climate
change. MCQs focus on the greenhouse effect, greenhouse gases, the causes and
consequences of global warming (sea-level rise, extreme weather events, ocean
acidification), and potential mitigation and adaptation strategies. Other
global change topics can include biodiversity loss on a global scale and the
impacts of invasive species.



Analyzing 2020 AP Environmental Science
Practice Exam 1 MCQs

Successfully navigating AP Environmental Science MCQs requires more than just
memorizing facts; it demands critical thinking and analytical skills.
Practice exams, particularly the 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs, are invaluable
for honing these abilities.

Deconstructing Question Stems
Each MCQ begins with a question stem, which sets the context and asks a
specific question or presents a statement to be completed. Effective test-
takers learn to carefully read and understand the question stem, identifying
keywords, phrases, and any specific conditions or constraints. For example, a
question might ask "Which of the following is LEAST likely..." or "Which of
the following best describes...". Understanding these nuances prevents
misinterpretation and guides the selection of the correct answer.

Identifying Distractors and Correct Answers
APES MCQs are designed with plausible-sounding incorrect answers, known as
distractors. These are often close to the correct answer but contain subtle
inaccuracies or are relevant to a different concept. Developing the skill to
distinguish between the correct answer and well-crafted distractors is a key
component of test preparation. This involves a deep understanding of the
material, not just surface-level recognition.

Interpreting Data and Graphs
A significant number of APES MCQs will present students with data sets,
graphs, charts, or diagrams. The ability to accurately interpret this visual
information is crucial. This includes understanding what the axes represent,
identifying trends, calculating rates of change, and drawing valid
conclusions based on the provided data. Practice with various types of graphs
(line graphs, bar graphs, scatter plots) and data tables is essential.

Applying Scientific Principles to Real-World
Scenarios
APES MCQs often require students to apply theoretical environmental science
principles to practical, real-world scenarios. This means understanding how
concepts learned in the classroom manifest in actual environmental issues.
For instance, a question might describe a scenario involving agricultural
runoff and ask about its potential impact on a local watershed, requiring the



application of knowledge about eutrophication and non-point-source pollution.

Effective Strategies for AP Environmental
Science MCQs

Mastering the AP Environmental Science MCQs involves employing effective
test-taking strategies. These techniques can help you maximize your
performance and manage your time efficiently during the exam.

Time Management Techniques
The AP Environmental Science exam has a strict time limit for the MCQ
section. It's crucial to develop a strategy for pacing yourself. A common
approach is to allocate a certain amount of time per question. If you
encounter a question that is particularly challenging, it's often best to
make your best guess and move on, marking it for review later if time
permits. Don't get bogged down on a single question.

Process of Elimination
The process of elimination is a powerful tool for tackling MCQs. By
systematically identifying and eliminating incorrect answer choices, you
increase your chances of selecting the correct answer, even if you are
unsure. Start by reading all the answer options before making a decision.
Look for options that are clearly wrong based on your knowledge.

Understanding Scientific Notation and Units
Many APES questions involve calculations or require understanding quantities.
Familiarity with scientific notation and common environmental science units
(e.g., ppm, ppb, joules, watts, liters, cubic meters) is vital. Ensure you
can convert between units and correctly interpret numerical data presented in
scientific notation.

Reviewing Previous Exam Questions
Working through past AP Environmental Science exams, including those from
years like 2020, provides invaluable insight into the types of questions
asked and the level of difficulty. Analyze your performance on these practice
exams to identify areas where you need more study. Understanding why you
missed certain questions is as important as getting them right.



Utilizing 2020 Practice Exam 1 for Targeted
Studying

A 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs is not just a test; it's a diagnostic tool. Using
it effectively can significantly enhance your study process and improve your
overall understanding of AP Environmental Science.

Identifying Weaknesses and Strengths
After completing a practice exam, meticulously review your answers. For each
question you answered incorrectly, identify the specific topic or concept
that caused difficulty. Similarly, acknowledge the areas where you
consistently answered correctly, as these represent your strengths. This
detailed analysis forms the foundation for a more effective study plan.

Developing a Personalized Study Plan
Based on the identified weaknesses, create a personalized study plan. If you
struggled with population dynamics, dedicate extra time to reviewing that
unit, seeking out additional resources or practice problems. If energy
resources were a strong suit, focus on maintaining that knowledge rather than
spending excessive time on it. A targeted approach ensures that your study
efforts are efficient and address your specific needs.

Simulating Exam Conditions
To best prepare for the actual exam, simulate the testing environment when
taking practice exams. This means working under timed conditions, without
distractions, and using only permitted materials. This practice helps build
endurance and improve your ability to perform under pressure, making the
actual exam day less daunting.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in APES MCQs

Several common mistakes can hinder performance on AP Environmental Science
multiple-choice questions. Being aware of these pitfalls can help students
avoid them. One significant pitfall is misreading the question, especially
overlooking words like "not" or "least." Another common error is choosing an
answer that is factually correct but doesn't directly answer the question
being asked. Students also sometimes fall for distractors that are too broad
or too narrow in scope. Finally, poor time management can lead to rushing
through questions, increasing the likelihood of careless errors.



Resources for Additional Practice and Review

Beyond the 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs, a wealth of resources are available to
support your AP Environmental Science preparation. College Board's official
AP Classroom provides practice questions and materials. Textbooks and study
guides often include practice quizzes and chapter reviews. Online platforms
and educational websites offer supplementary explanations, videos, and
practice tests covering all APES topics. Joining study groups or seeking
guidance from your AP Environmental Science teacher can also provide valuable
support and different perspectives on challenging concepts.

Frequently Asked Questions

In the 2020 AP Environmental Science Practice Exam
1, what was a common question type related to
biogeochemical cycles?
Questions often involved identifying the role of specific elements (like
nitrogen or carbon) in ecosystems and the processes that move them between
reservoirs.

Which major environmental issue was frequently
tested on the 2020 AP Environmental Science Practice
Exam 1, particularly concerning human impact?
The exam heavily featured questions on climate change, focusing on the causes
(greenhouse gas emissions), effects (sea-level rise, extreme weather), and
mitigation strategies.

What type of ecosystem services were typically
examined in the 2020 AP Environmental Science
Practice Exam 1 MCQs?
The exam often tested understanding of provisioning services (e.g., food,
water), regulating services (e.g., climate regulation, flood control),
cultural services (e.g., recreation, aesthetics), and supporting services
(e.g., nutrient cycling).

Regarding biodiversity, what was a prevalent theme
in the 2020 AP Environmental Science Practice Exam 1
MCQs?
Questions frequently explored the importance of biodiversity, threats to it



(habitat destruction, invasive species), and conservation strategies.

What concepts related to water resources and
pollution were commonly assessed on the 2020 AP
Environmental Science Practice Exam 1?
The exam often included questions on water scarcity, pollution sources (point
vs. nonpoint), water treatment, and the impact of pollution on aquatic
ecosystems.

In the context of human population dynamics, what
aspects were typically covered in the 2020 AP
Environmental Science Practice Exam 1 MCQs?
Questions focused on demographic transition models, factors influencing
population growth rates, and the environmental impacts of large populations.

What were some of the key concepts tested concerning
energy resources on the 2020 AP Environmental
Science Practice Exam 1?
The exam covered both nonrenewable (fossil fuels) and renewable (solar, wind)
energy sources, their advantages, disadvantages, and efficiency.

Which agricultural practices and their environmental
consequences were commonly assessed on the 2020 AP
Environmental Science Practice Exam 1?
Questions often addressed issues like monoculture, pesticide use, soil
erosion, and the environmental impacts of different farming methods like
organic agriculture.

What was a common question format for interpreting
graphs and data related to environmental trends on
the 2020 AP Environmental Science Practice Exam 1?
Questions typically involved analyzing trends in atmospheric CO2
concentrations, global temperatures, or population growth curves to draw
conclusions about environmental processes.

In the 2020 AP Environmental Science Practice Exam
1, what were the typical approaches to questions



involving environmental policy and legislation?
Questions often required identifying key environmental laws (like the Clean
Air Act or Clean Water Act) and understanding their purpose and mechanisms
for environmental protection.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the AP Environmental Science 2020 Practice
Exam 1 MCQs, with descriptions:

1. Understanding Earth's Systems: An AP Environmental Science Companion
This book delves into the fundamental concepts of Earth's interconnected
systems, crucial for understanding many AP Environmental Science topics. It
breaks down complex ideas like biogeochemical cycles, atmospheric science,
and oceanography into digestible sections. Expect detailed explanations of
how these systems interact and how human activities impact them, directly
addressing areas commonly tested in MCQs.

2. AP Environmental Science: Population Dynamics and Human Impact
Focusing on a core component of the AP curriculum, this title meticulously
examines population growth, carrying capacity, and demographic transition. It
also explores the multifaceted impacts of human activities on ecosystems and
resources, such as urbanization, agriculture, and pollution. The content is
designed to equip students with the knowledge needed to analyze population
trends and their environmental consequences.

3. Biodiversity and Conservation: Strategies for a Sustainable Future
This book offers a comprehensive overview of biodiversity, including its
importance, threats, and conservation strategies. It covers topics like
species extinction, habitat fragmentation, and the role of protected areas.
Readers will gain a deep understanding of the principles behind conserving
Earth's rich biological heritage, a frequent theme in practice exams.

4. Energy Resources and Environmental Challenges
This title provides a thorough exploration of both renewable and non-
renewable energy sources, detailing their environmental implications. It
covers topics such as fossil fuels, nuclear energy, solar power, and wind
energy, along with their associated pollution and sustainability issues. The
book aims to clarify the trade-offs involved in energy production and
consumption, vital for exam preparation.

5. AP Environmental Science: Water and Soil Resources Management
This book focuses on the critical management of water and soil resources, two
essential components of the AP Environmental Science exam. It details water
pollution, water scarcity, sustainable agriculture, and soil degradation.
Students will find valuable insights into how these vital resources are
managed and the challenges faced in ensuring their long-term availability.

6. Atmospheric Science and Climate Change: An AP Review



Dedicated to the complexities of Earth's atmosphere and the pressing issue of
climate change, this book simplifies intricate concepts. It covers
atmospheric composition, weather patterns, greenhouse gases, and the
scientific basis of climate change. Understanding these principles is
paramount for tackling questions on climate impacts and mitigation efforts.

7. Pollution: Types, Sources, and Control Measures
This comprehensive guide addresses the various types of pollution, including
air, water, and land pollution, along with their sources and effects. It also
explores methods for pollution control and remediation, offering practical
solutions and scientific approaches. Mastering this material is essential for
answering questions about environmental degradation and its management.

8. AP Environmental Science: Ecological Principles and Human Society
This book synthesizes key ecological principles, such as trophic levels,
nutrient cycling, and ecosystem services, and examines their connection to
human society. It highlights how human activities influence these natural
processes and how ecological understanding can inform policy decisions. The
interdisciplinary nature of this title aligns well with the holistic approach
of the AP exam.

9. Sustainable Development and Environmental Policy
This title explores the concept of sustainable development, balancing
economic, social, and environmental needs. It delves into environmental
policies, legislation, and international agreements aimed at addressing
global environmental challenges. The book provides a framework for
understanding how societies attempt to manage their impact on the planet.
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