2020 practice exam 2 mcq ap lang

2020 practice exam 2 mcq ap lang is a crucial resource for students preparing for the AP Language and
Composition exam. This article delves deep into the intricacies of the multiple-choice questions from the
2020 practice exam, offering a comprehensive analysis designed to enhance your understanding and test-
taking strategies. We will explore common question types, dissect challenging passages, and provide
actionable advice for tackling rhetorical analysis, synthesis, and argumentation essays. Furthermore, this
guide will highlight key literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and the critical thinking skills necessary to
excel in the AP Lang MCQ section. Mastering the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs can significantly boost your

confidence and performance on the actual AP exam.
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Understanding the AP Lang Multiple Choice Section

The Advanced Placement Language and Composition exam's multiple-choice section is a critical



component, designed to assess students' ability to read and analyze various types of texts. This section
typically comprises a set of passages, each accompanied by a series of questions that probe comprehension,
rhetorical analysis, and the understanding of literary and rhetorical devices. The passages themselves can
range from historical documents and speeches to contemporary essays and journalistic articles, demanding a
broad base of reading skills and a nuanced understanding of how language functions to persuade, inform,
and evoke emotion. Success in this section requires not only a strong grasp of literary terminology but also

the ability to apply these concepts to unfamiliar texts under timed conditions.

The AP Lang MCQ section is weighted at 45% of the total exam score, making it a significant factor in a
student's overall performance. The questions are designed to test a wide array of skills, including
identifying the author's purpose, analyzing rhetorical strategies, understanding tone and diction, and
interpreting figurative language. Students are expected to demonstrate their ability to dissect complex
arguments, recognize the nuances of language, and infer meaning from context. The practice provided by
engaging with specific exams, such as the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, offers invaluable insight into the

types of challenges students will face.

Analyzing the 2020 Practice Exam 2 MCQs

The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs offer a representative snapshot of the skills and content assessed on the
official AP Language and Composition examination. These questions often feature a diverse selection of
prose, pushing students to engage with varied writing styles and subject matters. Examining the specific
passages and question types within this practice exam can provide valuable insights into the College Board's
expectations. For instance, understanding the typical length and complexity of the passages, as well as the

distribution of question types, is crucial for effective preparation.

When dissecting the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, it is beneficial to categorize the questions based on the
skills they assess. Common categories include questions focused on: identifying the main idea or purpose of
a passage, analyzing the author's tone and attitude, understanding the function of specific rhetorical devices
(such as metaphor, anaphora, or parallelism), evaluating the effectiveness of an argument, and interpreting
vocabulary in context. By systematically reviewing each question, students can identify areas of strength

and weakness, allowing for targeted study and practice.

Key Rhetorical Concepts Tested in the 2020 Practice Exam 2

Several fundamental rhetorical concepts are consistently tested in AP Lang multiple-choice questions, and
the 2020 practice exam 2 is no exception. A deep understanding of these concepts is paramount for success.
These include, but are not limited to, ethos, pathos, and logos, which form the bedrock of persuasive

appeals. Ethos relates to the credibility and character of the speaker, pathos appeals to the audience's



emotions, and logos utilizes logic and reason. Recognizing how authors employ these appeals within their

texts is a common focus of exam questions.

Beyond the classical appeals, the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs likely probe students' knowledge of various

rhetorical strategies and devices. These might include:

¢ Figurative Language: Metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, and understatement are

frequently tested for their impact on meaning and tone.

¢ Syntax and Sentence Structure: Understanding the effect of parallel structure, antithesis, periodic

sentences, and other syntactical choices contributes to analyzing an author's style and emphasis.

e Diction: The connotation and denotation of specific words, as well as the overall effect of word choice,

are often the subject of close reading questions.

e Appeals to Authority: Identifying how authors use expert testimony or historical precedent to

support their claims.

¢ Tone and Mood: Recognizing the author's attitude toward their subject and the emotional atmosphere

created for the reader.

¢ Allusion: Understanding the implicit or explicit references to other literary works, historical events,

or cultural figures and their contribution to the text's meaning.

Familiarity with these concepts, and the ability to identify their presence and function within a given

passage, will greatly improve performance on the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs and the actual AP exam.

Strategies for Tackling AP Lang Rhetorical Analysis Questions

Rhetorical analysis questions on the AP Language and Composition exam require students to identify and
explain how an author uses various rhetorical strategies to achieve a specific purpose. When approaching
these questions, particularly those found in the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, it's essential to develop a
systematic approach. First, read the passage carefully, paying close attention to the author's main argument
and intended audience. As you read, actively look for rhetorical choices the author makes, such as their

diction, syntax, tone, and the use of figurative language.

After the initial reading, review the multiple-choice questions associated with the passage. For each
question, identify the specific claim it makes about the passage or the author's techniques. Then, return to

the text to find evidence that supports or refutes the answer choices. Eliminate any options that are clearly



incorrect or not supported by the passage. When faced with challenging questions, consider the nuance of
the language and the author's potential purpose. Sometimes, the correct answer lies in the subtle

effectiveness of a particular rhetorical choice, rather than an obvious technique.

Key strategies include:

¢ Active Reading: Annotate the passage as you read, marking key terms, phrases, and rhetorical

devices.
¢ Identify the Thesis/Main Idea: Understand what the author is trying to convey.
¢ Analyze Rhetorical Appeals: Look for instances of ethos, pathos, and logos.

¢ Examine Diction and Syntax: Consider how word choice and sentence structure contribute to the

author's message and tone.

¢ Recognize Figurative Language: Understand the impact of metaphors, similes, and other literary

devices.

¢ Process of Elimination: Eliminate incorrect answer choices with confidence by grounding your

decisions in textual evidence.

Decoding AP Lang Synthesis Essay Questions

The synthesis essay is a unique component of the AP Language and Composition exam, requiring students
to engage with a collection of sources to develop their own argument on a given topic. The 2020 practice
exam 2 synthesis essay question, like others, will present a prompt accompanied by several documents.
These documents will offer diverse perspectives, data, and opinions related to the prompt. The primary
goal of the synthesis essay is not to agree or disagree with the sources, but rather to use them as evidence to

support your own position.

To effectively tackle a synthesis essay, students must first thoroughly understand the prompt. Identify the
central question or issue being presented. Then, read each source critically, taking notes on its main
argument, the author's perspective, and any key evidence or examples provided. It is crucial to identify
how each source relates to the prompt and to the other sources. As you read, begin to formulate your own
thesis statement that takes a clear stance on the issue. Remember that your thesis should be arguable and

provide a roadmap for your essay.



Key steps for the synthesis essay include:

Understand the Prompt: Clearly identify the central question and the task required.

Read and Annotate Sources: Actively engage with each document, noting key arguments and

evidence.

Identify Relationships Between Sources: Note where sources agree, disagree, or offer

complementary information.

Develop a Thesis Statement: Formulate a clear, arguable position that addresses the prompt.

Integrate Sources Effectively: Use evidence from at least three sources to support your claims,

ensuring proper citation.

Develop Your Own Argument: Go beyond summarizing sources; use them to build your unique

perspective.

Mastering AP Lang Argumentation Essay Techniques

The argumentation essay on the AP Language and Composition exam challenges students to construct a
well-supported and persuasive argument about a given issue. The 2020 practice exam 2 argumentation
essay, similar to others, will require you to take a clear stance and defend it with logical reasoning and
compelling evidence. The ability to develop a nuanced argument, anticipate counterarguments, and

effectively refute them is key to achieving a high score in this section.

To master the argumentation essay, begin by carefully considering the prompt. Identify the core issue and
brainstorm your own position. Think about the reasons and evidence that support your viewpoint. This
evidence can come from your own experiences, observations, readings, or general knowledge. Avoid
relying solely on personal anecdotes; aim for a range of evidence that demonstrates a broad understanding
of the topic. Furthermore, consider the potential counterarguments to your position and plan how you will

address them respectfully and effectively.

Effective argumentation techniques include:

e Clear Thesis Statement: State your position unequivocally in your introduction.

e Logical Reasoning: Build your argument with clear and sound reasoning.



¢ Relevant Evidence: Support your claims with specific and convincing examples.

¢ Addressing Counterarguments: Acknowledge and refute opposing viewpoints to strengthen your

own case.

« Sophisticated Language: Utilize precise vocabulary and varied sentence structures to enhance your

writing.

¢ Concluding Thoughtfully: Reiterate your main points and offer a final insight or call to action.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them in AP Lang MCQs

When preparing for the AP Language and Composition exam, particularly with resources like the 2020
practice exam 2 MCQs, being aware of common pitfalls can significantly improve your performance. One
frequent mistake is misinterpreting the question. Students may focus on a specific detail in the passage
rather than the question being asked, leading to an incorrect answer. Always read the question carefully

and ensure you understand what is being requested before selecting an answer choice.

Another common pitfall is selecting an answer choice that is true but not directly supported by the passage,
or an answer that is plausible but not the best answer among the options. The AP Lang exam often presents
distractors that are subtly incorrect. Therefore, it is crucial to base your answers on textual evidence.
Rushing through the questions is also detrimental. Allocate your time wisely, but avoid hasty decisions. If
you encounter a difficult question, consider marking it and returning to it later if time permits, rather than

getting stuck and missing other opportunities.

To avoid these common errors:

¢ Read Questions Carefully: Understand the exact focus of each question.

e Prioritize Textual Evidence: Ensure your answers are directly supported by the passage.

¢ Eliminate Distractors: Actively rule out answer choices that are not the best fit.

e Manage Time Effectively: Pace yourself and avoid spending too much time on any single question.

¢ Understand Nuance: Recognize that some questions require subtle interpretation rather than a

surface-level reading.



Utilizing Practice Exams for AP Lang Success

Practice exams are indispensable tools for AP Language and Composition students, offering a realistic
simulation of the actual exam environment. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, in particular, provide
valuable exposure to the types of passages and questions that are characteristic of the College Board's
assessment. By working through these practice exams, students can gauge their current understanding,
identify specific areas of weakness, and become more familiar with the pacing and rigor of the exam. This

familiarity reduces anxiety and builds confidence.

Beyond simply completing practice exams, active review and analysis are essential for maximizing their
benefit. After finishing a practice exam, take the time to go through each question, regardless of whether
you answered it correctly. Understand why the correct answer is right and why the incorrect options are
wrong. This process of reviewing explanations, especially for challenging questions, reinforces learning and
helps students develop a more sophisticated understanding of rhetorical analysis and argumentation. The
insights gained from dissecting a practice exam like the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs can then be applied to

future study sessions and other practice materials.

Reviewing and Learning from 2020 Practice Exam 2

A thorough review of the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs is a critical step in the AP Lang preparation process.
It is not enough to simply complete the exam; students must engage in a deep analysis of their
performance. This involves understanding not only which questions were answered incorrectly but also
the reasoning behind those errors. Did you misunderstand the question? Did you misinterpret the passage?
Or did you fall for a common distractor? Identifying these patterns of error is crucial for targeted

improvement.

When reviewing, pay close attention to the types of passages presented. Were they primarily historical,
literary, or argumentative? Understanding the context of the passages can help you anticipate similar texts
on the actual exam. Furthermore, analyze the specific rhetorical devices and concepts that were tested. If a
particular device, such as allusion or anaphora, consistently gave you trouble, dedicate extra time to
studying that concept. Resources that provide detailed explanations for the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs can
be particularly helpful in this review process, offering insights into the intended meaning and the logic

behind the correct answers.

Preparing for Future AP Lang Exams

Success on the AP Language and Composition exam requires consistent effort and strategic preparation.



Utilizing resources like the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs is a vital part of this process, but it should be
integrated into a broader study plan. Students should aim to engage with a variety of practice materials,
including official College Board released exams and reputable third-party resources, to gain exposure to a
wide range of passage types and question styles. Consistent practice builds familiarity and strengthens

critical reading and analytical skills.

Beyond practicing multiple-choice questions, dedicated study of rhetorical concepts, literary devices, and
essay writing techniques is essential. Regularly reviewing vocabulary, understanding the nuances of tone
and diction, and practicing essay outlining and writing under timed conditions are all crucial components of
preparation. By systematically working through practice exams like the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs and
combining that with dedicated study, students can build the confidence and expertise needed to excel on

the AP Language and Composition exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common theme explored in the multiple-choice questions of
the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 27

Many questions often focus on analyzing rhetorical strategies and their effectiveness in various texts,

including identifying tone, purpose, and audience.

Which type of passage is frequently featured in the 2020 AP Lang

Practice Exam 2's multiple-choice section?

Non-fiction essays, particularly those with persuasive or argumentative elements, are common, often

drawing from historical speeches, personal essays, or social commentary.

How does the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 assess understanding of

figurative language in its multiple-choice questions?

Questions typically ask students to identify and explain the purpose or effect of specific examples of

figurative language such as metaphor, simile, personification, and hyperbole within a given passage.

What is the typical approach to questions about author's purpose and
audience in the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2?

These questions require students to infer the author's primary intention (to inform, persuade, entertain,

etc.) and to consider who the intended readers are and how the text is tailored to them.



Are there questions on the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 that focus on

sentence structure and syntax?

Yes, questions often examine how sentence structure contributes to meaning, emphasis, or rhythm, asking

students to identify techniques like parallelism, periodic sentences, or inverted syntax.

How does the exam evaluate a student's ability to understand the main

idea or central argument of a passage?

Questions test comprehension by asking students to identify the thesis statement, the main point of a

paragraph, or the overall message the author is trying to convey.

What is a common error students make when answering questions about
tone on the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2?

A common mistake is confusing tone with mood, or selecting an adjective that describes the reader's feeling

rather than the author's attitude towards the subject.

How are questions related to evidence and support typically framed in
the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 multiple-choice section?

These questions ask students to identify the type of evidence used (anecdotal, statistical, expert testimony),
to evaluate the sufficiency or relevance of the support, or to determine how the evidence reinforces the

author's claim.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the style and content of AP Lang practice exams, formatted as requested:

1. The Rhetoric of Revolution. This book delves into the persuasive strategies employed during pivotal
historical periods, analyzing speeches, pamphlets, and manifestos. It would offer a deep dive into how
arguments are constructed to incite action and shape public opinion. Readers would find examples of skillful

manipulation of pathos and logos, essential for understanding AP Lang rhetorical analysis.

2. Deconstructing the Essay: A Masterclass. This practical guide breaks down the essential components of
successful argumentative and analytical essays. It provides detailed strategies for thesis development,
evidence integration, and crafting insightful conclusions. The book emphasizes critical thinking and clear,

concise writing, directly mirroring the skills tested in AP Lang's free-response questions.

3. The Art of the Close Read. Focusing on the meticulous analysis of literary and non-fiction texts, this book



teaches readers how to uncover deeper meanings. It explores techniques for identifying authorial purpose,
tone, and stylistic choices through careful textual examination. Understanding these concepts is crucial for
excelling in the AP Lang multiple-choice section, which often tests comprehension and analysis of

provided passages.

4. Argument and Persuasion: Theories and Applications. This comprehensive text explores the foundational
theories of argumentation, from classical rhetoric to modern communication studies. It provides numerous
case studies and examples of effective and ineffective persuasive techniques. Students preparing for AP
Lang would benefit from its clear explanations of logical fallacies and the nuances of building a compelling

argument.

5. Navigating the Landscape of Modern Nonfiction. This collection examines a variety of contemporary
non-fiction genres, including essays, memoirs, and journalistic pieces. It highlights the diverse styles and
purposes writers employ to inform, persuade, and engage readers. Studying these varied examples can

broaden students' understanding of the types of texts they might encounter on an AP Lang exam.

6. Synthesizing ldeas: From Source to Argument. This book focuses on the critical skill of synthesis,
teaching readers how to gather information from multiple sources and craft their own coherent arguments.
It provides frameworks for organizing research and developing unique perspectives. Mastering synthesis is

a cornerstone of the AP Lang synthesis essay, requiring careful integration of provided documents.

7. The Nuances of Language: Tone and Diction in Practice. This title explores how writers use word choice
and sentence structure to establish tone and convey subtle meanings. It offers exercises and analyses to help
students identify and interpret these linguistic elements. A strong grasp of tone and diction is vital for both

rhetorical analysis and understanding the author's message in AP Lang passages.

8. Critical Thinking for the AP Classroom. Designed specifically for high school students aiming for AP
success, this book targets the development of analytical and critical thinking skills. It presents strategies for
deconstructing complex ideas, evaluating evidence, and forming reasoned judgments. These are the

foundational skills necessary for tackling all sections of the AP Lang exam.

9. Understanding the American Narrative: Rhetoric of Identity. This book examines how American
identity has been shaped and debated through various historical and literary texts. It analyzes how writers
have used rhetoric to define, challenge, and celebrate different aspects of the American experience. This
broader historical context can enrich students' understanding of the cultural and societal implications often

present in AP Lang exam passages.
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