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2023 ap world history frq marks a significant milestone for students preparing for this crucial
exam. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the structure, expectations, and strategies for
success on the 2023 AP World History: Modern Free Response Questions (FRQs). We'll explore the
various types of FRQs, including the Document-Based Question (DBQ) and the Long Essay Question
(LEQ), providing detailed insights into how to approach each. Understanding the rubric, common
pitfalls, and effective essay writing techniques are paramount. This article aims to equip you with the
knowledge and tools to tackle the 2023 AP World History FRQs with confidence, covering essential
historical periods and key concepts that frequently appear. Whether you're seeking a breakdown of
the DBQ requirements, tips for constructing a strong LEQ thesis, or strategies for using historical
evidence, this resource is designed to be your ultimate preparation companion.

Understanding the 2023 AP World History FRQ
Framework

The 2023 AP World History: Modern exam maintains the familiar FRQ structure designed to assess
students' ability to analyze historical evidence, construct arguments, and demonstrate historical
reasoning skills. The exam features two main types of free-response questions: the Document-Based
Question (DBQ) and the Long Essay Question (LEQ). Both question types require students to
synthesize information and present well-supported arguments within a limited timeframe. A thorough
understanding of the historical periods covered and the specific skills tested is essential for success
on the 2023 AP World History FRQs.

The Document-Based Question (DBQ) in 2023

The DBQ is a cornerstone of the AP World History exam, testing a student's ability to analyze a set of
primary and secondary source documents to construct an argument about a historical issue. For the
2023 exam, students can expect a DBQ that requires them to engage with a variety of sources,
including written documents, images, and potentially maps or charts. The key to excelling on the
2023 AP World History DBQ lies in understanding how to effectively use the provided documents to
support a thesis statement. This involves identifying the main points of each document, considering
the author's perspective and intended audience, and grouping documents to support specific aspects
of an argument. Students must demonstrate proficiency in historical argumentation and the use of
evidence.

Key Components of the 2023 AP World History DBQ

The 2023 AP World History DBQ rubric outlines specific criteria that students must meet to earn
points. These typically include:



Thesis Statement: A clear, defensible thesis that directly addresses the prompt.

Document Analysis: Explaining how or why the documents are relevant to the argument. This
includes explaining the source of the document, author's point of view, intended audience, or
historical context (SOPA/HIPP).

Using Evidence: Using specific historical evidence from at least SIX of the provided documents
to support the argument.

Argument Development: Developing a line of reasoning that is consistent and logical
throughout the essay.

Historical Reasoning: Applying historical reasoning skills, such as comparison, causation, or
continuity and change over time, to the prompt.

Contextualization: Situating the argument within a broader historical context.

Synthesis: While not explicitly required for points in the same way as the AP World History:
Modern exam, demonstrating a nuanced understanding of the historical period can enhance the
overall quality of the essay.

Strategies for Tackling the 2023 AP World History DBQ

To effectively prepare for the 2023 AP World History DBQ, students should adopt a strategic
approach. This includes:

Read the Prompt Carefully: Understand exactly what the question is asking. Identify the
historical period and the specific historical thinking skill required.

Analyze the Documents First: Before writing a thesis, read and analyze all provided
documents. Take notes on the main idea, author, and potential biases of each.

Group the Documents: Look for thematic connections or patterns among the documents.
Grouping documents that support similar arguments will make your essay more organized.

Develop a Thesis: Formulate a clear thesis statement that directly answers the prompt and
takes a position. Your thesis should be specific enough to guide your argument but broad
enough to incorporate multiple documents.

Outline Your Essay: Before writing, create a brief outline that maps out your main points and
how you will use the documents to support them.

Write a Strong Introduction: Include your thesis statement and contextualization in your
introduction.

Write Body Paragraphs: Each body paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of your
argument and include evidence from the documents. Remember to explain how the document



supports your point.

Address the Rubric: Constantly keep the DBQ rubric in mind as you write. Ensure you are
addressing all the required components.

Review and Revise: If time permits, review your essay for clarity, coherence, and grammatical
errors.

The Long Essay Question (LEQ) in 2023

The Long Essay Question (LEQ) in the 2023 AP World History: Modern exam challenges students to
develop a historical argument based on their knowledge of a specific historical period and topic.
Unlike the DBQ, the LEQ does not provide documents. Instead, it requires students to draw upon their
understanding of historical events, figures, and concepts to construct a well-supported essay. The
2023 AP World History LEQ will focus on one of three historical reasoning skills: comparison,
causation, or continuity and change over time. Students must choose one of the three provided
prompts and demonstrate their ability to analyze historical developments and create a coherent and
persuasive argument.

Understanding the LEQ Prompt Options for 2023

The 2023 AP World History: Modern exam offers students a choice between three LEQ prompts, each
focusing on a different historical reasoning skill. This choice allows students to select the prompt that
best aligns with their strengths and historical knowledge. The three types of prompts are:

Comparison: Students will be asked to compare and contrast historical developments or
processes across different time periods or regions.

Causation: Students will be asked to analyze the causes and/or effects of a particular historical
event, development, or process.

Continuity and Change Over Time: Students will be asked to analyze how historical
phenomena have changed or remained the same over a specific period.

Crafting a Winning 2023 AP World History LEQ

Success on the 2023 AP World History LEQ hinges on a clear understanding of the rubric and effective
essay writing strategies. Key elements for a strong LEQ include:

Choose Your Prompt Wisely: Select the prompt that you feel most confident in addressing,
based on your knowledge of the historical periods and concepts involved.



Develop a Clear and Specific Thesis: Your thesis statement must directly answer the prompt
and present a historical argument. It should be specific enough to guide your essay but also
allow for development and nuance.

Provide Specific Historical Evidence: Support your thesis with relevant and specific
historical evidence. This includes naming historical events, individuals, and concepts accurately.

Apply Historical Reasoning Skills: Explicitly demonstrate the required historical reasoning
skill (comparison, causation, or continuity and change over time) in your essay.

Contextualize Your Argument: Begin your essay with a broad historical context that relates
to the prompt.

Develop a Line of Reasoning: Ensure your argument flows logically from one point to the
next, with clear transitions between paragraphs.

Address Counterarguments (Optional but Beneficial): Acknowledging and addressing
potential counterarguments can strengthen your overall argument and demonstrate a deeper
understanding.

Conclusion (Brief and Effective): Summarize your main points and restate your thesis in a
new way. Avoid introducing new information in the conclusion.

Historical Periods and Themes for the 2023 AP World
History FRQs

The AP World History: Modern course covers a vast span of human history, from approximately 1200
CE to the present day. The 2023 AP World History FRQs will draw upon knowledge from all units,
emphasizing key themes and developments. Students should be prepared to discuss major
transformations such as the Renaissance, the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, industrialization,
imperialism, world wars, decolonization, and the Cold War. Understanding the interconnectedness of
these periods and the overarching themes that shape world history is crucial for crafting compelling
arguments.

Key Themes in AP World History: Modern

The College Board structures the AP World History: Modern curriculum around several overarching
themes. Familiarity with these themes will help students identify connections and build stronger
arguments in their 2023 AP World History FRQs:

Humans and the Environment: How environmental factors have shaped human societies and
how humans have altered the environment.

Cultural and Intellectual Developments: The spread of ideas, technologies, and beliefs, and



their impact on societies.

States and Other Institutions of Power: The development, function, and decline of states
and empires, and the various forms of political organization.

Economic Systems and Organizations: The development and transformation of economic
systems, including trade, labor, and technology.

Social Interactions and Organization: The structures of societies, including class, gender,
and family, and how these have changed over time.

Leveraging Knowledge Across Historical Eras

A common misconception is that FRQs are limited to a single historical period. In reality, many
prompts encourage students to draw connections across different eras. For instance, a question about
the causes of industrialization might require students to discuss earlier innovations or the intellectual
climate of the Enlightenment. Similarly, a question on decolonization could necessitate an
understanding of earlier imperial structures. The 2023 AP World History FRQs will likely reward
students who can demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of historical continuity and change over
time, making connections between seemingly disparate events and developments.

Tips for Maximizing Your Score on the 2023 AP World
History FRQs

To achieve a high score on the 2023 AP World History FRQs, students need to go beyond simply
knowing historical facts. They must demonstrate analytical skills, effective writing, and a thorough
understanding of the exam's expectations. Practice is key, and focusing on specific strategies can
make a significant difference.

Effective Study Habits for FRQ Preparation

Consistent and targeted study is essential for mastering the 2023 AP World History FRQs. Consider
implementing the following study habits:

Regularly Review Course Content: Stay on top of the historical periods and key concepts
covered throughout the year.

Practice with Past FRQs: Utilize released DBQs and LEQs from previous AP exams to
familiarize yourself with the question types and scoring guidelines.

Deconstruct Sample Essays: Analyze high-scoring sample essays to understand what
constitutes a strong thesis, effective evidence use, and clear argumentation.



Create Flashcards or Study Guides: Condense key information, including significant events,
figures, and concepts, for quick review.

Form Study Groups: Discuss historical topics and practice essay writing with peers to gain
different perspectives and identify areas for improvement.

Focus on Historical Thinking Skills: Actively practice identifying causation, comparison, and
continuity and change over time in historical events.

Time Management During the Exam

The AP World History exam has strict time limits for each section, making time management crucial
for the 2023 AP World History FRQs. Students should allocate their time wisely to ensure they can
thoroughly address both the DBQ and the LEQ.

DBQ Time Allocation: Generally, it is recommended to spend around 60 minutes on the DBQ
(15 minutes for reading and planning, 45 minutes for writing).

LEQ Time Allocation: For the LEQ, allocate approximately 40 minutes (5 minutes for prompt
selection and planning, 35 minutes for writing).

Practice Under Timed Conditions: Simulate exam conditions by practicing writing full FRQs
within the allotted time. This will help you develop a sense of pacing.

Don't Get Bogged Down: If you struggle with a particular document or a specific part of an
argument, try to move on and come back to it later if time permits.

By understanding the structure, practicing effective strategies, and drawing upon a solid foundation of
historical knowledge, students can approach the 2023 AP World History FRQs with confidence and aim
for success on this challenging examination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the major themes likely to appear on the 2023 AP
World History: Modern FRQs?
Based on the curriculum and past exams, likely themes include: State building and expansion (e.g.,
empires like the Mongol, Ottoman, or Safavid), economic systems and transformations (e.g.,
mercantilism, industrialization, global trade networks), social and cultural developments (e.g.,
Enlightenment, revolutions, spread of religions), and reactions to imperialism and decolonization.



What type of primary source documents are commonly used
in the 2023 AP World History: Modern FRQs?
Expect a mix of government documents (treaties, laws, decrees), personal accounts (letters, diaries,
memoirs), religious texts, philosophical writings, and visual sources (maps, artwork, political
cartoons). Understanding the context, author's purpose, and intended audience of each is crucial.

How should I approach the 2023 AP World History: Modern
SAQ (Short Answer Question) prompts?
For SAQs, remember the 'A.P.' structure: Answer the prompt directly, provide a specific historical
piece of evidence, and Explain how the evidence supports your answer. Focus on clear, concise
responses that directly address each part of the question.

What is the best strategy for tackling the 2023 AP World
History: Modern DBQ (Document-Based Question)?
A strong DBQ strategy involves: 1. Understanding the prompt. 2. Reading and categorizing the
documents. 3. Developing a thesis that answers the prompt. 4. Grouping documents to support
different aspects of your thesis. 5. Using at least six documents, explaining their context, author's
purpose, or audience. 6. Making a relevant outside historical context connection. 7. Developing a
concluding statement that synthesizes your argument.

What historical periods are most likely to be tested on the
2023 AP World History: Modern FRQs?
The exam covers periods 1200-2001. While all periods are fair game, recent exams often emphasize
periods with significant global change, such as the era of globalizing networks (c. 1200-1450), the Age
of Exploration and its consequences (c. 1450-1750), and the Age of Revolutions and Industrialization
(c. 1750-1900), as well as the 20th century's global conflicts and decolonization.

How can I effectively incorporate outside historical context
into the 2023 AP World History: Modern DBQ and LEQ?
Outside historical context should be relevant information that helps to further explain or support your
argument. For the DBQ, it should connect to the prompt and documents. For the LEQ, it should
directly support your thesis and argument within the chosen time period.

What are the key differences between the 2023 AP World
History: Modern LEQ (Long Essay Question) and DBQ?
The DBQ requires you to use provided documents to support your argument, while the LEQ requires
you to develop your own argument using your knowledge of history and incorporate at least one piece
of outside historical evidence.



What are some common pitfalls to avoid on the 2023 AP
World History: Modern FRQs?
Common pitfalls include: failing to answer all parts of a question, simply summarizing documents
instead of analyzing them, lacking a clear thesis, not providing sufficient specific evidence, making
irrelevant or inaccurate outside historical context connections, and poor organization and writing.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles, each starting with , related to the potential themes and topics covered in the
2023 AP World History FRQ, along with short descriptions:

1. Imperialism's Echoes: Shifting Power Dynamics from 1750 to 1900
This book delves into the causes and consequences of European and Japanese imperialism during the
19th century. It examines the motivations behind expansion, the methods of control, and the impact
on colonized societies. The text likely explores concepts like nationalism, industrialization, and the
global scramble for resources as key drivers.

2. The Age of Revolutions: Liberty, Equality, and New World Orders
Focusing on the period of significant political upheaval from the late 18th to the mid-19th century,
this title explores the Enlightenment's influence on revolutionary movements. It likely analyzes the
American, French, and Latin American revolutions, highlighting their shared ideals and distinct
outcomes. The book would also consider the challenges of establishing new governments and the
spread of revolutionary ideas.

3. Industrial Transformation: Technology, Society, and Global Interconnectedness
This book would investigate the profound changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution, starting
in Great Britain and spreading globally. It likely discusses technological innovations, the rise of new
economic systems like capitalism, and the social consequences, such as urbanization and new class
structures. The interconnectedness fostered by increased trade and communication would also be a
central theme.

4. Nationalism's Rise: State-Building and Identity in the Modern World
This title explores the complex phenomenon of nationalism, tracing its development as a powerful
political ideology. It examines how nations were forged, the role of shared culture and language, and
the impact of nationalist movements on state formation and interstate relations. The book might also
address the tensions and conflicts that arose from competing national interests.

5. The Great War and its Aftermath: Global Conflict and Seeds of Future Strife
This book likely focuses on World War I, analyzing its origins, key events, and the devastating global
impact. It would also explore the peace settlements, the redrawing of maps, and the lingering
resentments that contributed to future conflicts. Themes of trench warfare, new military technologies,
and the mobilization of total war economies are probable.

6. Interwar Diplomacy and the Shadow of Depression: The Road to Global Conflict
This title would cover the period between World War I and World War II, examining the challenges of
international cooperation and the global economic crisis of the Great Depression. It likely analyzes the
rise of totalitarian regimes, appeasement policies, and the breakdown of international order. The book
would highlight the fragility of peace and the forces that led to another world war.



7. World War II: Total War, Ideologies, and the Remaking of the Globe
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Second World War, exploring its ideological
underpinnings and widespread global impact. It would likely detail key campaigns, the Holocaust, and
the experiences of civilians and soldiers. The book would also address the war's role in reshaping
geopolitical alliances and leading to the Cold War.

8. The Cold War: Bipolarity, Proxy Conflicts, and the Nuclear Age
This title examines the decades-long geopolitical struggle between the United States and the Soviet
Union. It would explore the ideological clash of communism and capitalism, the arms race, and the
numerous proxy wars fought across the globe. The book might also discuss the impact of nuclear
weapons and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union.

9. Decolonization and Its Legacies: New Nations, Enduring Challenges
This book investigates the process by which colonized territories gained independence in the post-
World War II era. It analyzes the various methods of decolonization, the formation of new nation-
states, and the persistent economic, political, and social challenges faced by these newly independent
countries. The book likely explores concepts of self-determination and the ongoing impact of colonial
history.
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