2nd degree masonic questions and answers

2nd degree masonic questions and answers are a crucial part of a Mason's journey, delving
deeper into the philosophical underpinnings and symbolic meanings of Freemasonry. As a Mason
progresses from the Entered Apprentice degree to the Fellow Craft degree, they are presented with
a new set of teachings, requiring them to understand and articulate a broader range of concepts.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive exploration of common 2nd degree Masonic questions
and their corresponding answers, offering insights into the knowledge expected at this stage of
Masonic development. We will examine the symbolic tools and allegories associated with the Fellow
Craft, the moral and philosophical lessons they impart, and the ethical responsibilities that come
with increased understanding. Whether you are a Mason seeking to refresh your memory or an
interested individual looking to understand more about Masonic degrees, this guide offers valuable
information on the 2nd degree Masonic questions and answers.
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The Significance of the Fellow Craft Degree

The Fellow Craft degree marks a significant step in a Mason's progression. It represents a period of
labor and the acquisition of further knowledge. Unlike the foundational teachings of the first degree,
the Fellow Craft degree emphasizes the application of Masonic principles in the world. Masons in
this degree are encouraged to become skilled craftsmen, not just in stonework, but in building their
character and contributing positively to society. This degree is often associated with intellectual
growth and the pursuit of wisdom.

The journey through the Fellow Craft degree is about developing a deeper understanding of the
moral and ethical lessons presented in Freemasonry. It’s a time for introspection and for applying
the lessons learned to one's daily life. The symbolic tools introduced in this degree are not merely
historical artifacts but represent abstract concepts that guide a Mason's actions and thoughts.
Mastering these symbols and their deeper meanings is central to the experience of the Fellow Craft.

Key Symbols and Their Meanings in the 2nd Degree



The Fellow Craft degree introduces a rich tapestry of symbols, each carrying profound meaning and
contributing to the overall philosophical structure of Freemasonry. Understanding these symbols is
essential for any Mason progressing beyond the initial stage. These symbols often relate to the tools
used by operative stonemasons, reinterpreted for speculative and moral purposes.

The Square and Compasses as Fellow Craft Symbols

While the Square and Compasses are central to all Masonic degrees, their emphasis and
interpretation shift in the Fellow Craft degree. Here, the Square is often seen as representing
morality, virtue, and the squaring of one's actions with divine law and societal expectations. The
Compasses are understood to represent the ability to circumscribe our desires and passions within
due bounds, demonstrating self-control and temperance. Together, they symbolize the balance
between earthly conduct and spiritual restraint.

The Tesselated Pavement and its Lessons

The Tesselated Pavement, often depicted as a mosaic of black and white squares, is a powerful
symbol in the Fellow Craft degree. It represents the varied circumstances of human life, the dualities
we encounter, and the challenges we must navigate. The contrasting colors remind Masons that life
is not always black or white, and that understanding and wisdom are needed to traverse its
complexities. It symbolizes the interconnectedness of all things and the need for a balanced
perspective.

The Blazing Star and its Significance

The Blazing Star, often depicted with a human eye at its center, is another prominent symbol of the
Fellow Craft degree. It represents divine providence, the all-seeing eye of God, and the guiding light
of truth and knowledge. It also symbolizes the Star of Bethlehem, a beacon of hope and spiritual
enlightenment. The star encourages Masons to seek wisdom and to be guided by divine principles in
their endeavors.

The Pass and Word: A Symbol of Recognition and
Understanding

The Pass and Word in the Fellow Craft degree are not merely secret phrases, but represent a deeper
understanding of Masonic principles and the ability to distinguish truth from falsehood. They
symbolize the knowledge acquired and the recognition of fellow Craftsmen based on shared
understanding and adherence to Masonic tenets. This element highlights the progression in
knowledge and the ability to discern the genuine within the fraternity.



Moral and Philosophical Teachings of the 2nd Degree

The Fellow Craft degree delves deeper into the intellectual and moral development of a Mason. It
moves beyond the foundational lessons of self-improvement and emphasizes the pursuit of
knowledge and the contribution to the betterment of society. The teachings encourage a rational
approach to life, coupled with a strong moral compass.

The Pursuit of Knowledge and Learning

A core teaching of the Fellow Craft degree is the importance of continuous learning and intellectual
pursuit. Masons are encouraged to study the liberal arts and sciences, to expand their
understanding of the world, and to refine their reasoning abilities. This pursuit is seen as a lifelong
endeavor, contributing to personal growth and the advancement of humanity. The degree
emphasizes that true wisdom comes from diligent study and thoughtful reflection.

Industry and Diligence in Labor

The Fellow Craft is a craftsman, and this degree instills the value of industry and diligence in all
one’s labors. This applies not only to one’s chosen profession but also to the work of building one's
character and contributing to the fraternity and society. Masons are taught to approach their tasks
with integrity, skill, and a commitment to excellence. Diligence is presented as a virtue that honors
both the individual and the community.

The Importance of Harmony and Brotherly Love

Building upon the foundation of the first degree, the Fellow Craft degree reinforces the principles of
harmony and brotherly love. Masons are taught to work together constructively, to resolve
differences through reason and understanding, and to support one another in their endeavors. This
emphasizes the collective strength of the fraternity and its role in fostering a more harmonious
society. Harmony in the Lodge translates to harmony in the world.

Responsibilities of a Fellow Craft Mason

As a Mason progresses to the Fellow Craft degree, so too do their responsibilities within the
fraternity and in their interactions with the world. This degree signifies a period of readiness to take
on more active roles and to apply Masonic principles with greater discernment and purpose.



Active Participation in Lodge Activities

A Fellow Craft Mason is expected to be an active and engaged member of their Lodge. This includes
regular attendance, participation in discussions, and assisting in the performance of Masonic rituals
and ceremonies. Their increased knowledge allows them to contribute more meaningfully to the
workings of the Lodge and the edification of its members. Active participation ensures the vibrancy
of the fraternity.

Applying Masonic Virtues in Daily Life

The teachings of the Fellow Craft degree are meant to be lived, not just learned. Masons are
encouraged to embody virtues such as honesty, integrity, temperance, and prudence in their
personal and professional lives. Their conduct should be a testament to the principles they have
embraced, serving as an example to others and reflecting positively on the fraternity. The real work
of Masonry happens outside the Lodge room.

Mentoring and Supporting Newer Masons

With increased knowledge and experience, a Fellow Craft Mason has a responsibility to assist and
guide those who are newly initiated into Freemasonry. This involves sharing their understanding of
Masonic teachings, answering questions, and demonstrating the application of Masonic virtues. This
mentorship is crucial for the continued growth and strength of the fraternity. Passing on knowledge
is a key aspect of Masonic progression.

Common Questions and Answers for the 2nd Degree

During their progression, Masons will encounter various questions designed to test their
understanding of the Fellow Craft degree. These questions often focus on the symbols, rituals, and
philosophical underpinnings of this stage of Masonry. Here are some examples of commonly asked
questions and their general answers, reflecting the knowledge expected of a Fellow Craft.

What is the principal jewel of a Fellow Craft?

The principal jewel of a Fellow Craft is the Square, often held in conjunction with the Compasses.
This signifies the importance of morality and the proper application of their knowledge.

What are the five points of fellowship?

The five points of fellowship are typically explained as:



e Foot to foot: Standing together in solidarity.

e Knee to knee: Supporting each other in times of need.

e Breast to breast: Sharing joys and sorrows, with hearts united.
e Hand to hand: Offering aid and assistance.

e Ear to breast: Listening to and respecting each other's counsel and confidences.

These points represent the bonds of unity and mutual support within the fraternity.

What do the steps of the Fellow Craft tracing board represent?

The steps on the Fellow Craft tracing board often represent the journey of knowledge and the
gradual ascent from ignorance to wisdom. Each step signifies a stage in the acquisition of Masonic
understanding and the effort required to reach higher levels of enlightenment.

What is the significance of working tools in the Fellow Craft
degree?

The working tools in the Fellow Craft degree, such as the Trowel and the Plumb, rule, level, and
square, symbolize specific virtues and principles. The Trowel, for instance, is used to spread the

cement of brotherly love and affection. The other tools represent uprightness, equality, and rectitude
of conduct.

What is the Fellow Craft's duty to the Craft?

The Fellow Craft's duty to the Craft includes applying their acquired knowledge diligently,
contributing to the harmony and well-being of the Lodge, and upholding the reputation of
Freemasonry through their exemplary conduct.

Understanding the 2nd degree Masonic questions and answers is vital for any Mason committed to
the principles of Freemasonry. It represents a commitment to continuous learning, moral
development, and the active application of Masonic virtues in the world. The Fellow Craft degree
enriches a Mason's understanding of their obligations and their role in building a better society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Second Degree in
Freemasonry?

The Second Degree, also known as the Fellow Craft Degree, emphasizes the pursuit of knowledge,



the development of intellect, and the application of learning to life and society. It focuses on the
allegorical journey of growth and the diligent use of our faculties.

What are the key symbols introduced in the Second Degree?

Prominent symbols in the Second Degree include the Five Senses, the Seven Liberal Arts and
Sciences (Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, Music, and Astronomy), and the
Tesselated Pavement. These represent the tools for intellectual and moral improvement.

How does the Fellow Craft Degree build upon the lessons of
the Entered Apprentice Degree?

While the Entered Apprentice focuses on the initial steps of self-discipline and moral foundation, the
Fellow Craft encourages the broadening of the mind, the acquisition of knowledge, and the active
participation in the building of a better self and society.

What is the significance of the 'Middle Chamber' in the Fellow
Craft's journey?

The 'Middle Chamber" is an allegorical location representing a place of learning and reward. It
symbolizes the diligent pursuit of knowledge and the expectation of receiving the benefits and
insights that come from such study and labor.

What ethical principles are reinforced in the Second Degree?

The Second Degree reinforces principles of diligence, temperance, prudence, and justice. It
encourages the Fellow Craft to apply their knowledge and skills to improve themselves and
contribute positively to the world, living a life of virtue and purpose.

How does the Fellow Craft Degree relate to the concept of
'‘work’' in Freemasonry?

The 'work' of a Fellow Craft is intellectual and moral. It involves studying, learning, and applying
these lessons to one's life and community. It's about the continuous effort to build one's character
and contribute to the 'Grand Design'.

What is the role of the 'Corn, Wine, and Oil' in the Fellow Craft
Degree?

These are sacred symbols of refreshment, sustenance, and joy. They represent the blessings of
Providence and the rewards of honest labor, emphasizing the importance of gratitude and well-being
in the pursuit of knowledge and virtuous living.

Are there different interpretations of the Second Degree



across various Masonic jurisdictions?

Yes, while the core tenets and symbols are consistent, there can be variations in the ritualistic
details, explanations, and emphasis placed on certain aspects of the Second Degree across different
Grand Lodges and Masonic bodies worldwide.

What is the intended impact of the Second Degree on a
Mason's personal development?

The Second Degree aims to encourage a Mason to become a more well-rounded, knowledgeable, and
contributing member of society. It inspires a lifelong commitment to learning, self-improvement, and
the pursuit of truth and righteousness.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to 2nd-degree Masonic questions and answers, each beginning with :

1. Illuminating the Fellow Craft Degree: A Comprehensive Q&A Guide

This book delves into the core tenets and symbolism of the Fellow Craft degree, presenting common
questions posed by candidates and providing clear, insightful answers. It aims to demystify the
philosophical underpinnings of this significant stage of Masonic progression. Readers will find
explanations of the tools, allegories, and moral lessons associated with becoming a Fellow Craft.

2. The Apprentice Ascended: Understanding Fellow Craft Principles

This volume focuses on the knowledge gained and the responsibilities undertaken upon advancing to
the Fellow Craft degree. It addresses the practical and theoretical aspects, often framed as a series
of questions and their corresponding explanations. The book serves as a valuable resource for those
seeking a deeper understanding of their Masonic journey.

3. Keys to the Middle Chamber: Explaining Masonic Progression

Exploring the symbolic representation of the Middle Chamber, this book meticulously dissects the
questions and answers related to the Fellow Craft's journey. It highlights the intellectual and moral
development expected at this level, offering clarity on the teachings and allegorical meanings. This
title is essential for Masons wanting to grasp the nuances of their advancement.

4. Secrets of the Square and Compasses: Fellow Craft Insights

This work provides a detailed exploration of the Fellow Craft degree, specifically targeting the
questions and answers that solidify understanding of its symbolic language. It unravels the deeper
meanings behind the tools and allegories presented, offering a comprehensive Q&A format. The
book is designed to enhance a Mason's appreciation and comprehension of this degree.

5. Navigating the Fellow Craft Path: Questions Answered

This book acts as a guide for Masons progressing through the Fellow Craft degree, offering a
structured approach to understanding its questions and answers. It clarifies the symbolism and
philosophical teachings, providing context for the rituals and allegories. The objective is to equip
candidates with a thorough grasp of their newfound knowledge and responsibilities.

6. Unlocking the Second Veil: Fellow Craft Examination Prep
Designed as a preparatory resource, this book focuses on the anticipated questions and the expected



answers during the examination for the Fellow Craft degree. It systematically breaks down the key
concepts, allegories, and moral lessons. This title is ideal for candidates seeking to confidently
demonstrate their understanding.

7. The Architect's Blueprint: Fellow Craft Knowledge Q&A

This book presents the essential knowledge of the Fellow Craft degree in a question-and-answer
format, likening it to an architect's blueprint for understanding. It explains the symbolism of
Masonic labor, intellectual pursuits, and moral development at this stage. Readers will find this
resource invaluable for solidifying their grasp of the degree's teachings.

8. Masonic Wisdom for the Fellow Craft: A Q&A Compendium

This comprehensive compendium gathers and explains the fundamental questions and answers
pertinent to the Fellow Craft degree. It elucidates the philosophical and moral lessons embedded
within the rituals, aiming to provide clarity and depth. The book serves as a cornerstone for Masons
seeking a thorough understanding of their station.

9. Progressing in Light: Fellow Craft Questions and Their Meaning

This title explores the advancement within Freemasonry, focusing specifically on the questions and
answers associated with the Fellow Craft degree. It delves into the symbolism of intellectual and
moral growth, providing clear explanations for each aspect. The book is a valuable tool for Masons
to deepen their appreciation for the journey.
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