
a raisin in the sun anticipation guide
answers
a raisin in the sun anticipation guide answers are crucial for anyone
preparing to delve into Lorraine Hansberry's seminal American drama. This
guide aims to equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of the play's
core elements, from its historical context and thematic explorations to
character analyses and critical interpretations. We'll explore the Younger
family's dreams, the impact of societal pressures, and the enduring relevance
of this Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece. By addressing anticipated
questions and providing in-depth insights, this anticipation guide will
deepen your appreciation for A Raisin in the Sun, making it an invaluable
resource for students, theater enthusiasts, and anyone seeking a richer
understanding of American literature and the African American experience.
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Understanding A Raisin in the Sun: Historical
Context and Significance

Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun, a landmark play in American
theater, premiered in 1959, a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement.
Understanding this historical backdrop is fundamental to appreciating the
play's profound impact. The mid-20th century in America was characterized by
pervasive racial segregation, economic inequality, and the burgeoning
struggle for African American rights. Hansberry, herself a child of a
prominent Black family who faced housing discrimination, channeled her



experiences and observations into the Younger family's aspirations and
struggles. The play directly confronts issues of racism, systemic oppression,
and the limitations placed upon Black Americans seeking upward mobility and a
better life. Its significance lies not only in its unflinching portrayal of
these realities but also in its humanist perspective, focusing on the
universal desire for dignity, self-respect, and the pursuit of dreams against
formidable odds. The play's title itself, inspired by Langston Hughes' poem
"Harlem" (often referred to as "A Dream Deferred"), immediately signals its
engagement with the consequences of deferred aspirations.

The Harlem Renaissance Influence
While A Raisin in the Sun is set in the late 1950s, its thematic resonances
are deeply connected to the cultural and intellectual flourishing of the
Harlem Renaissance. This period, primarily in the 1920s and 1930s, saw an
unprecedented explosion of Black artistic, literary, and intellectual
expression. Hansberry, like many artists of her generation, drew inspiration
from the pride, resilience, and artistic innovation of the Harlem
Renaissance. The play's emphasis on family, community, and the struggle for
self-definition mirrors the core tenets of this influential cultural
movement. The characters' aspirations for education, homeownership, and a
life free from racial prejudice echo the broader goals of Black empowerment
that characterized the Harlem Renaissance.

Civil Rights Movement Context
The timing of A Raisin in the Sun's debut cannot be overstated. The play
opened on Broadway during a period of intense activism and social change. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott had recently concluded, and landmark legislation like
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was on the horizon. The Younger family's fight
against housing discrimination, specifically their attempt to move into a
white neighborhood, directly mirrors the real-life struggles of Black
families seeking to escape the confines of segregated ghettos. Hansberry's
play provided a powerful and accessible narrative that resonated deeply with
audiences, both Black and white, highlighting the human cost of racial
injustice and the urgent need for equality. It offered a nuanced portrayal of
Black life, moving beyond stereotypes and presenting a family grappling with
universal human desires.

Key Themes Explored in A Raisin in the Sun

A Raisin in the Sun is rich with interwoven themes that continue to resonate
with contemporary audiences. At its heart, the play is a profound exploration
of the American Dream and its accessibility, or inaccessibility, for Black
Americans. It delves into the complex interplay of individual aspirations
versus familial responsibilities, the corrosive effects of racism, and the



enduring power of hope and resilience. These themes are not presented in
isolation but are intricately connected, forming a powerful tapestry of the
African American experience in mid-20th century America.

The American Dream and Its Discontents
The Younger family's central ambition is to achieve the American Dream,
symbolized most concretely by their desire to purchase a house in a better
neighborhood with their recently deceased father's insurance money. This
dream represents not just material prosperity but also a sense of security,
dignity, and opportunity for their children. However, the play meticulously
illustrates how systemic racism and economic disparities create significant
barriers to this dream for Black Americans. The "discontents" of the American
Dream are evident in the constant struggle, the compromises forced upon them,
and the pervasive sense that the promised land is perpetually just out of
reach, much like a "raisin in the sun" that has dried up and lost its
vitality.

Family, Dreams, and Identity
The Younger family embodies the multifaceted nature of family and the diverse
ways individuals pursue their dreams. Each member—Mama, Walter Lee, Beneatha,
Ruth, and Travis—harbors distinct aspirations, which often clash with one
another. Mama's dream is for a home and stability for her family. Walter Lee
yearns for financial success and respect, envisioning himself as a prosperous
businessman. Beneatha seeks her identity as a Black woman, exploring her
heritage and intellectual pursuits. The play explores how these personal
dreams are intertwined with the family's collective identity and their
struggle for self-definition in a society that often denies them full
recognition. The tension between individual fulfillment and familial
obligation is a constant undercurrent.

Racism and Discrimination
Racism is not merely a backdrop in A Raisin in the Sun; it is an active force
shaping the characters' lives and limiting their opportunities. The Younger
family's experiences with housing discrimination, particularly the
exclusionary tactics employed by the white community in Clybourne Park, serve
as a stark illustration of segregation. Beyond overt acts of prejudice, the
play also touches upon the more insidious forms of racism that impact Walter
Lee's sense of worth and his perception of his own potential. The constant
awareness of racial barriers fuels much of the characters' frustration and
drives their actions, making their pursuit of a better life an act of
defiance.



Hope and Resilience
Despite the overwhelming challenges they face, the Younger family’s story is
ultimately one of hope and resilience. Mama Lena Younger, the matriarch,
embodies this strength with her unwavering faith and determination. Even when
faced with setbacks, such as Walter Lee losing the insurance money, the
family finds the strength to persevere and make difficult choices. Their
decision to move forward with purchasing the house in Clybourne Park, despite
the threat of racial animosity, signifies a triumph of the human spirit and a
commitment to a brighter future. The play suggests that even in the face of
adversity, the human capacity for hope and the pursuit of dreams can endure.

Character Analysis: The Younger Family and
Their Dreams

The enduring power of A Raisin in the Sun lies in its deeply human and
relatable characters. The Younger family, while facing specific societal
challenges, grapples with universal desires, fears, and hopes. Each character
is meticulously crafted, representing different facets of the African
American experience and the broader human condition. Understanding their
individual motivations and interrelationships is key to unlocking the play's
emotional depth and thematic richness.

Mama Lena Younger (Grant)
Mama is the moral compass and spiritual anchor of the Younger family. Her
deepest desire is for her family to own a home, a symbol of stability,
dignity, and progress. She is a woman of strong faith, deeply rooted in her
Christian beliefs, which guide her decisions. Mama represents the older
generation, whose dreams were shaped by even harsher realities, and her
wisdom and resilience are the bedrock upon which the family's hopes are
built. Her pronouncements often carry the weight of lived experience and a
profound understanding of human nature.

Walter Lee Younger
Walter Lee is a chauffeur, a man in his thirties who feels trapped by his
circumstances and yearns for a life of greater financial success and personal
fulfillment. He dreams of owning a liquor store, seeing it as a path to
independence, respect, and the ability to provide for his family in a way he
feels he hasn't. His ambition is often fueled by frustration and a sense of
emasculation stemming from his limited economic opportunities and the
pervasive racism he encounters. Walter Lee's journey is one of learning to
balance his individual desires with his responsibilities and to find his own
definition of manhood.



Beneatha Younger
Beneatha, Walter Lee's younger sister, is an intelligent and aspiring medical
student. Her dreams are intellectual and cultural; she seeks to understand
her identity as a Black woman in America and explore her African heritage.
She is drawn to both assimilationist ideals and Black nationalist movements,
represented by her relationships with George Murchison and Joseph Asagai,
respectively. Beneatha's quest for self-discovery is a significant thematic
thread, highlighting the emerging consciousness and intellectual ferment
within the Black community during this era.

Ruth Younger
Ruth is Walter Lee's wife and the mother of Travis. She is a hardworking and
devoted wife and mother who shares Mama's desire for a better life. Her
dreams are more grounded in the immediate needs of her family: a decent home,
financial stability, and a loving family environment. Ruth often acts as a
mediator between Walter Lee and Mama, trying to navigate their conflicting
desires. Her emotional resilience is tested throughout the play, particularly
as she faces the possibility of a difficult pregnancy and the hardships of
their cramped living situation.

Travis Younger
Travis, Ruth and Walter Lee's ten-year-old son, represents the future
generation for whom the family's dreams are ultimately intended. While he is
a child, his presence underscores the importance of the decisions the adult
characters make. His innocence and simple desires highlight the stakes
involved in the family's pursuit of a better life. Travis serves as a
constant reminder of the sacrifices made and the hopes invested in creating a
brighter tomorrow for him.

Anticipating the Plot: Key Conflicts and
Turning Points

The narrative arc of A Raisin in the Sun is driven by a series of compelling
conflicts and pivotal turning points that test the Younger family's resolve
and their relationships. The play masterfully builds tension through the
characters' internal struggles and their external battles against societal
forces. Understanding these key plot elements will enhance your appreciation
for the dramatic progression and the ultimate resolution, or lack thereof, of
their intertwined aspirations.



The $10,000 Insurance Check
The catalyst for much of the play's conflict is the arrival of Lena Younger's
$10,000 life insurance check from her deceased husband, Walter. This sum
represents the family's collective hope for a better future, a means to
escape their impoverished South Side Chicago apartment. The central conflict
arises from how this money will be used. Walter Lee wants to invest it in a
liquor store, believing it will provide wealth and status. Mama, however,
envisions a more traditional path to security: buying a house in a white
neighborhood. This division over the money sets the stage for much of the
familial tension.

Walter Lee's "Dream" and its Perils
Walter Lee's relentless pursuit of his dream to own a liquor store becomes
increasingly desperate as he faces setbacks. His volatile temper and his
susceptibility to false promises are exploited by his friend Willy Harris.
The turning point comes when Walter Lee entrusts the majority of the
insurance money to Willy, only to have it stolen. This catastrophic loss
represents the crushing weight of his misplaced trust and the devastating
consequences of his impatience and his reliance on flawed schemes. This event
forces him to confront the reality of his situation and the impact of his
choices on his family.

Beneatha's Identity Crisis and Asagai's Influence
Beneatha's journey of self-discovery is another crucial element of the plot.
Her intellectual curiosity and her exploration of African culture,
particularly through her relationship with Joseph Asagai, lead her to
question her place in American society and her assimilationist tendencies.
Asagai, a Nigerian student, offers her a perspective that encourages pride in
her heritage and a rejection of the limitations imposed by American racism.
This intellectual and cultural awakening is a significant turning point, as
it influences her understanding of identity and her future aspirations,
contrasting with Walter Lee's material desires.

The Clybourne Park Incident
The Younger family's decision to purchase a house in the all-white
neighborhood of Clybourne Park marks a significant turning point and a major
external conflict. Their move is met with hostility from Mr. Karl Lindner, a
representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement Association, who offers them
money to leave. This encounter brings the reality of racial discrimination
directly to their doorstep, forcing them to confront the prejudice they will
face. The family's response to Lindner's offer—whether to accept his bribe or
to stand firm in their right to live where they choose—becomes a profound
test of their dignity and their commitment to their dreams.



Decoding the Dialogue: Understanding the
Language and Symbolism

Lorraine Hansberry’s masterful use of language and symbolism elevates A
Raisin in the Sun beyond a mere domestic drama to a profound social
commentary. The dialogue is rich with cultural nuances, idiomatic
expressions, and layers of meaning that reveal character, advance the plot,
and underscore the play's central themes. Similarly, the symbolic elements
within the play offer deeper insights into the characters' aspirations and
the societal forces that shape them.

African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and
Dialect
Hansberry employs African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and various
dialects to authentically portray the Younger family and their community. The
language used reflects the specific cultural and historical context of the
characters, imbuing their speech with rhythm, expressiveness, and a sense of
shared identity. Understanding these linguistic nuances is crucial for
grasping the characters' personalities, their relationships, and the subtle
social commentary embedded within their conversations. For example, Mama's
speech often carries a more traditional, religious cadence, while Walter
Lee's language reflects his frustrations and his desire for a different kind
of status.

Key Symbols in the Play
Several potent symbols are woven throughout A Raisin in the Sun, each
contributing to the play's thematic depth:

The House: Represents the Younger family's aspirations for stability,
security, upward mobility, and a sense of belonging. It is the tangible
embodiment of their dreams.

Mama's Plant: Symbolizes Mama's enduring hope and her determination to
nurture life and growth even in the most challenging environments. It
represents her resilience and her connection to her dreams.

Beneatha's Hair: Beneatha's changing hairstyles, from straightened to
natural, symbolize her evolving identity and her exploration of Black
heritage versus assimilation.

The Setting (The Apartment): The cramped, dilapidated apartment in the
South Side of Chicago symbolizes the oppressive living conditions and
limited opportunities faced by the Younger family due to systemic racism
and poverty.



Allusions and Metaphors
The play is also rich with allusions and metaphors that add layers of
meaning. The most prominent is the title itself, derived from Langston
Hughes' poem "Harlem," which questions what happens to a dream that is
deferred. This metaphor of the "raisin in the sun" powerfully evokes the
sense of drying up, withering, and losing vitality under harsh conditions.
Other allusions, such as to historical figures and cultural movements,
further contextualize the characters' struggles and aspirations within a
broader historical narrative.

Critical Reception and Enduring Legacy of A
Raisin in the Sun

A Raisin in the Sun was met with critical acclaim upon its premiere, a rare
achievement for a play tackling such sensitive social issues. Its success was
not only measured in accolades but in its profound impact on audiences and
its lasting influence on American theater and culture. The play's enduring
legacy speaks to its timeless themes and its powerful, humanistic portrayal
of the African American experience.

Broadway Triumph and Awards
When A Raisin in the Sun premiered on Broadway in 1959, it shattered
expectations. It was the first play written by a Black woman to be produced
on Broadway, and it received widespread critical praise for its authenticity,
its powerful performances, and its insightful social commentary. The play was
nominated for multiple Tony Awards and won the New York Drama Critics' Circle
Award for Best American Play, making Lorraine Hansberry the youngest
playwright and the first Black playwright to receive this honor. This success
was a significant breakthrough for Black voices in mainstream theater.

Impact on American Theater
The play’s success paved the way for future Black playwrights and helped to
broaden the scope of subjects and characters represented on the American
stage. It demonstrated that stories about Black families, their struggles,
and their triumphs could resonate with a broad audience and achieve
commercial and critical success. A Raisin in the Sun helped to shift the
perception of Black characters from stereotypes to complex, fully realized
individuals, contributing to a more inclusive and representative theater
landscape. Its influence can be seen in countless subsequent works that have
explored themes of race, identity, and the pursuit of the American Dream.



Contemporary Relevance
Decades after its debut, A Raisin in the Sun remains remarkably relevant. The
issues of racial inequality, housing discrimination, economic disparities,
and the struggle for self-identity continue to be pressing concerns in
contemporary society. The Younger family's quest for dignity, opportunity,
and a better life still speaks to the aspirations of marginalized communities
worldwide. The play's exploration of generational differences in perspective
and its examination of how dreams are shaped and sometimes deferred continue
to provoke thought and discussion, making it a vital piece of literature and
a powerful tool for understanding ongoing social challenges.

Preparing for Discussions: Common Questions and
Answers for A Raisin in the Sun

Engaging in thoughtful discussions about A Raisin in the Sun requires a solid
understanding of its characters, themes, and plot. Here are some commonly
anticipated questions and their answers, designed to help you prepare for
academic or personal explorations of the play. These insights will deepen
your analytical skills and your appreciation for Hansberry's literary
achievement.

What is the central conflict in A Raisin in the Sun?
The central conflict revolves around the Younger family's struggle to use
Lena Younger's $10,000 life insurance check to achieve their dreams. This
manifests as an internal family conflict over how the money should be spent
(Mama's desire for a house versus Walter Lee's ambition for a business) and
an external conflict against societal forces like racism and economic
limitations that hinder their progress.

How does the play portray the American Dream for
Black Americans?
The play portrays the American Dream as a highly desirable but often
unattainable goal for Black Americans due to systemic racism and economic
inequality. The Younger family’s aspirations for homeownership and financial
security are constantly challenged by discriminatory practices and limited
opportunities. The play suggests that the dream can become a source of
frustration and disillusionment if it is constantly deferred.



What is the significance of Mama's plant?
Mama's small, potted plant is a powerful symbol of her enduring hope and her
determination to nurture life and growth. Despite the family's impoverished
living conditions and the oppressive environment, Mama consistently cares for
the plant, much like she cares for her family. It represents her resilience,
her faith, and her belief in the possibility of a better future, even when
surrounded by hardship.

Why do the Youngers want to move to Clybourne Park?
The Youngers want to move to Clybourne Park because it represents a better
neighborhood with more opportunities and a chance for a safer, healthier
environment for their family, especially for Travis. It signifies upward
mobility and a break from the limitations imposed by their current segregated
and impoverished circumstances. However, their desire to move into an all-
white neighborhood also highlights the pervasive nature of segregation and
the resistance they will face.

What does Joseph Asagai represent in the play?
Joseph Asagai represents a connection to African heritage and Black pride. He
is a Nigerian student who encourages Beneatha to explore her identity and
embrace her African roots, urging her to reject assimilationist pressures.
Asagai symbolizes a more radical and empowering perspective on Black
identity, offering Beneatha an alternative to the limited opportunities and
societal expectations she faces in America.

How does the play end, and what does it signify?
The play ends with the Younger family packing to move into their new house in
Clybourne Park, despite the threats and insults they have faced from the
white community. Their decision to move forward, even in the face of
potential hostility, signifies their triumph over adversity and their
unwavering commitment to their dreams and their dignity. It is a moment of
hopeful defiance and a testament to their resilience and their belief in a
better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes that a reader should
anticipate in 'A Raisin in the Sun'?
Readers should anticipate themes of the American Dream, racial discrimination



and prejudice, family dynamics and generational conflict, the search for
identity and dignity, and the impact of poverty and economic hardship.

Who are the central characters and what are their
primary motivations?
The Younger family is central: Lena Younger (Mama) desires a better life and
a home for her family, Walter Lee Younger dreams of wealth and respect,
Beneatha Younger seeks self-discovery and independence, and Ruth Younger
yearns for stability and a comfortable life.

What is the significance of the setting in 'A Raisin
in the Sun'?
The cramped, run-down apartment in the South Side of Chicago is significant
as it symbolizes the characters' economic limitations, their struggle against
societal constraints, and their yearning for a better living environment.

What is the central conflict of the play, and how
might it develop?
The central conflict revolves around the Younger family's receipt of a
$10,000 insurance check and their differing ideas on how to use it. This will
likely lead to internal family disputes and external pressures from society.

What kind of social and historical context should I
be aware of when reading 'A Raisin in the Sun'?
It's important to be aware of the post-World War II era, the Great Migration
of African Americans to Northern cities, the prevalence of redlining and
housing discrimination, and the broader Civil Rights Movement context.

How does Lorraine Hansberry use symbolism in the
play?
Hansberry uses potent symbols such as Mama's plant (representing hope and
resilience), the apartment itself, and the dreams of each character to convey
deeper meanings about their aspirations and struggles.

What kind of character development can be expected
for Walter Lee Younger?
Walter Lee is likely to undergo significant development, moving from a state
of frustration and self-pity towards a more mature understanding of
responsibility, family, and his own identity.



What role does Beneatha's pursuit of her identity
play in the narrative?
Beneatha's exploration of her African heritage, her rejection of
assimilation, and her questioning of traditional roles will drive a
significant portion of the play's intellectual and emotional core,
contrasting with other family members' desires.

What are the major obstacles the Younger family is
likely to face?
They will face economic barriers, racial prejudice from individuals and
institutions (like Mr. Lindner and housing covenants), internal family
disagreements over the money, and the emotional toll of their dreams being
deferred.

What kind of legacy or impact does 'A Raisin in the
Sun' aim to achieve?
The play aims to offer a profound and honest portrayal of Black American
life, challenging stereotypes, celebrating resilience, and prompting
reflection on the universal human desire for dignity, opportunity, and a
better future.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to anticipating and understanding a play like
"A Raisin in the Sun," along with their descriptions:

1. In Search of the American Dream
This book delves into the historical and societal context of African American
life in the mid-20th century, exploring the aspirations and systemic
challenges that fueled movements for equality. It provides a crucial backdrop
for understanding the characters' desires and frustrations in "A Raisin in
the Sun." Readers will gain insight into the economic and social limitations
faced by families like the Youngers, making their pursuit of a better life
more poignant.

2. The Power of Family Bonds
This collection of essays examines the complex dynamics within families
across various cultures and time periods, focusing on how familial
relationships provide strength, conflict, and identity. It highlights the
universal themes of love, sacrifice, and generational expectations present in
"A Raisin in the Sun." The book helps readers appreciate the central role the
Younger family plays in the narrative and how their individual dreams are
intertwined.

3. Understanding Social Mobility



This non-fiction work analyzes the factors that contribute to or hinder
upward social mobility, particularly within marginalized communities. It
offers a framework for understanding the economic aspirations of characters
like Walter Younger and the obstacles they encounter. By exploring concepts
like class, race, and opportunity, the book enriches the interpretation of
the play's exploration of socioeconomic advancement.

4. The Chicago Neighborhood Narrative
This book offers a historical and sociological exploration of Chicago's South
Side during the era in which "A Raisin in the Sun" is set, focusing on the
experiences of Black migrants. It provides vivid details about the living
conditions, community life, and racial tensions of the time. Understanding
this specific setting is vital for grasping the authenticity and impact of
the play's setting and the characters' connection to it.

5. The Evolution of Black Theater
This scholarly work traces the development of African American drama, from
its early roots to its modern iterations, highlighting key plays and
playwrights who have shaped the landscape. It positions "A Raisin in the Sun"
within this broader artistic tradition, explaining its groundbreaking
significance. Readers will learn about the theatrical innovations and
thematic concerns that influenced and were influenced by Lorraine Hansberry's
masterpiece.

6. Unpacking Beneatha's Identity
This insightful study focuses on the complexities of identity formation for
young African American women in the post-war era, exploring their
intellectual and cultural awakening. It specifically addresses themes of
self-discovery, heritage, and burgeoning feminist thought, which are central
to Beneatha Younger's character arc. The book provides a deeper appreciation
for Beneatha's journey of self-definition and her challenges to societal
norms.

7. The Legacy of the American Dream
This critical analysis examines the promises and paradoxes of the American
Dream throughout history, questioning who it has truly served and the
sacrifices often demanded. It provides a context for evaluating the Younger
family's pursuit of their aspirations and the disillusionment they may face.
The book encourages a nuanced understanding of the play's commentary on
opportunity and the elusive nature of success in America.

8. Lorraine Hansberry: A Life in Letters
This biography, compiled from personal correspondence and writings, offers
intimate glimpses into the life, thoughts, and inspirations of the playwright
behind "A Raisin in the Sun." It sheds light on the personal experiences that
may have informed the play's characters and themes. Readers will gain a
deeper connection to Lorraine Hansberry and her profound commitment to social
justice and artistic expression.

9. The Ethics of Inheritance
This philosophical exploration examines the moral and practical



considerations surrounding inherited wealth and its impact on individual
choices and family dynamics. It provides a framework for analyzing the
central conflict in "A Raisin in the Sun" surrounding the insurance money.
The book prompts readers to consider the ethical dilemmas faced by the
Younger family and the different ways they choose to utilize their
inheritance.
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