
africa in 1914 map worksheet

africa in 1914 map worksheet serves as a crucial educational tool for
understanding the continent's complex political landscape on the eve of World
War I. This article will explore the significance of such a worksheet,
delving into the colonial powers that dominated Africa in 1914, the major
territorial divisions, and the lasting impact of these borders. We will
examine how a map of Africa in 1914 can illuminate historical events, the
scramble for Africa, and the socio-political structures that were in place.
Understanding this period is vital for grasping post-colonial Africa and its
ongoing development. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview for
students and educators alike, focusing on the practical application and
historical context of an Africa in 1914 map worksheet.
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The Significance of the Africa in 1914 Map
Worksheet

An Africa in 1914 map worksheet is more than just a visual representation of
geographical boundaries; it is a critical historical document that
encapsulates the dramatic impact of European colonialism on the continent. In
1914, Africa was a continent profoundly reshaped by the "Scramble for
Africa," a period of intense European colonization and partition. A worksheet
focused on this era allows students to visualize the vast territorial claims
made by various European powers, often with little regard for existing
African political or ethnic divisions. Understanding this map is fundamental
to grasping the subsequent history of Africa, including the struggles for
independence, the formation of modern nation-states, and the enduring
legacies of colonial rule.

The primary significance of an Africa in 1914 map worksheet lies in its
ability to demonstrate the artificiality of many modern African borders.
These lines were drawn by European administrators and diplomats, often in
distant capitals, creating divisions that cut across established societies,
trade routes, and cultural groups. This arbitrary division is a key factor in
many of the conflicts and political challenges that African nations continue
to face today. By engaging with a map from this period, learners can develop



a spatial understanding of how the continent was carved up, facilitating a
deeper appreciation for the historical context of contemporary African
geography and politics.

Colonial Powers Shaping Africa in 1914

By 1914, Africa had been almost entirely partitioned among European colonial
powers, with only Ethiopia and Liberia remaining independent. The major
players in this colonial enterprise each held vast territories across the
continent, transforming the political and economic landscape. Understanding
which powers controlled which regions is a central objective of using an
Africa in 1914 map worksheet. These powers, driven by economic interests,
geopolitical rivalries, and a sense of civilizing mission, imposed their
administrative systems, extracted resources, and fundamentally altered the
trajectory of African development.

The prominent colonial powers and their significant African holdings
included:

The British Empire: Controlled vast swathes of territory, including
Egypt, Sudan, British East Africa (Kenya), Uganda, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe
and Zambia), South Africa, and Nigeria.

The French Empire: Held extensive possessions in West Africa (French
West Africa), North Africa (Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco), and parts of
Equatorial Africa (French Equatorial Africa).

The Belgian Empire: Primarily controlled the vast and resource-rich
Belgian Congo.

The Portuguese Empire: Maintained control over Angola, Mozambique, and
Portuguese Guinea.

The German Empire: Possessed several colonies, including German East
Africa (Tanganyika), German South-West Africa (Namibia), Togoland, and
Kamerun.

The Italian Empire: Held Libya and Italian Somaliland.

Spain: Had smaller colonial holdings in Spanish Morocco, Spanish Sahara,
and Equatorial Guinea.

Major Territorial Divisions on the Africa in
1914 Map

The map of Africa in 1914 is characterized by a complex web of colonial
territories, often delineated by straight lines that ignored the continent's
diverse geography and pre-colonial political structures. These divisions
reflect the negotiations and treaties between European powers, aiming to
establish spheres of influence and avoid conflict among themselves. Examining
these territorial divisions on a map is essential for understanding the



artificial nature of many African national borders.

Key aspects of the territorial divisions visible on an Africa in 1914 map
include:

The "Cape to Cairo" Ambition: While not fully realized, Britain's
ambition to control a contiguous territory from South Africa to Egypt is
evident in the map, with significant British holdings along this
proposed corridor.

French Equatorial and West African Blocs: France consolidated large
territories in West and Central Africa, creating expansive colonial
federations.

German Colonies as Strategic Holdings: Germany's colonies, though fewer
in number, were strategically important for trade and naval bases.

The Influence of Natural Borders: In some instances, colonial boundaries
did follow natural features like rivers (e.g., the Congo River, Niger
River) or mountain ranges, but these were often overruled by imperial
interests.

Key Regions and Their Colonial Rulers

To effectively use an Africa in 1914 map worksheet, it's important to
identify the major regions and the specific European powers that governed
them. This knowledge provides context for subsequent historical events within
those territories.

North Africa in 1914

North Africa was largely dominated by France and Britain. France controlled
Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco (with Spain sharing in the protectorate of
Morocco). Britain administered Egypt and Sudan.

West Africa in 1914

This region was a significant arena for colonial competition. The French held
vast territories in French West Africa, including Senegal, Mali, Ivory Coast,
and Niger. The British controlled Nigeria, Gold Coast (Ghana), Sierra Leone,
and Gambia. German Togoland and Portuguese Guinea were also present.

East Africa in 1914

East Africa was a mosaic of colonial claims. British East Africa (Kenya) and
Uganda were under British rule. German East Africa (later Tanganyika, now
mainland Tanzania) was a major German colony. Italian Somaliland and British
Somaliland bordered each other, and Portugal controlled Mozambique to the
south.



Central Africa in 1914

The heart of Central Africa was dominated by the vast Belgian Congo, a
personal possession of King Leopold II before being annexed by Belgium.
French Equatorial Africa, comprising Gabon, Middle Congo, Ubangi-Shari, and
Chad, stretched across a significant portion of the region. British Northern
Rhodesia (Zambia) and German South-West Africa (Namibia) were also key
territories.

Southern Africa in 1914

Southern Africa was predominantly under British influence. The Union of South
Africa, formed in 1910, was a British dominion. British Bechuanaland
(Botswana), Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), and Northern Rhodesia (Zambia)
completed much of the British presence, alongside Portuguese Angola.

Understanding the Scramble for Africa Through
the 1914 Map

The Africa in 1914 map is a direct manifestation of the Scramble for Africa,
a process that intensified in the late 19th century and culminated in the
partition of the continent by European powers at the Berlin Conference of
1884-1885. This conference, while attempting to regulate European
colonization and trade in Africa, effectively legitimized the claims of
European nations to African territories without African representation.

Using an Africa in 1914 map worksheet helps illustrate the results of this
scramble:

Rapid Partition: The map shows how quickly the continent was divided
into colonies in a relatively short period.

Arbitrary Borders: The prevalence of straight-line borders, often drawn
without regard to ethnic groups or geographical realities, highlights
the imposed nature of colonial rule.

Competition and Conflict: The distribution of colonies also reflects the
intense competition between European powers, each vying for resources,
strategic advantage, and prestige.

Impact on African Societies: The divisions on the map directly led to
the disruption of existing political systems, economies, and social
structures within Africa.

Challenges and Opportunities Presented by the
Africa in 1914 Map Worksheet

Engaging with an Africa in 1914 map worksheet presents both challenges and



significant opportunities for learning. A primary challenge is ensuring
students understand that the map represents a snapshot of colonial control
and not the organic political evolution of African societies. The
artificiality of the borders can be difficult to grasp without proper
historical context.

However, the opportunities are immense:

Developing Spatial Awareness: Students can improve their ability to read
and interpret maps, understanding scale, borders, and territorial
claims.

Historical Inquiry: The map serves as a springboard for deeper inquiry
into the motivations behind colonization, the methods used, and the
experiences of colonized peoples.

Comparative Analysis: Students can compare the 1914 map with
contemporary maps of Africa to understand the legacy of colonial borders
and the process of decolonization.

Critical Thinking: Analyzing the map encourages critical thinking about
power dynamics, imperialism, and the consequences of externally imposed
political structures.

Educational Value of Africa in 1914 Map
Activities

Activities centered around an Africa in 1914 map worksheet offer a rich
pedagogical experience. These activities go beyond simple memorization of
names and locations; they foster analytical skills and a nuanced
understanding of a pivotal period in African history.

Examples of effective activities include:

Color-coding: Assigning different colors to the territories of each
colonial power helps visualize the extent of their control.

Labeling: Students can label major colonies, rivers, and geographical
features, reinforcing their geographical knowledge.

Analysis Questions: Providing questions that prompt students to identify
the colonial powers controlling specific regions, compare the sizes of
empires, or discuss the implications of borders can deepen
understanding.

Hypothetical Scenarios: Discussing what might have happened if certain
borders were drawn differently, or exploring the impact of these
divisions on specific ethnic groups, can stimulate critical thought.

Primary Source Integration: Connecting the map to primary source
documents from the colonial era or personal accounts of life under
colonial rule can provide a human dimension to the abstract political
divisions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What major European powers controlled significant
portions of Africa in 1914, as depicted on a typical
map?

The major European powers with extensive colonial holdings in Africa in 1914
included Britain, France, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Italy, and Spain.

Which African regions were primarily under British
control in 1914?

British territories in 1914 included Egypt and Sudan, British East Africa
(Kenya, Uganda), Nigeria, Gold Coast (Ghana), Sierra Leone, and parts of
Southern Africa like the Union of South Africa and Rhodesia.

Which African regions were primarily under French
control in 1914?

French colonial possessions in 1914 were vast, including French West Africa
(Senegal, Mali, Niger, etc.), French Equatorial Africa (Chad, Central African
Republic, etc.), Madagascar, and parts of North Africa like Algeria and
Tunisia.

What was the status of Ethiopia and Liberia in 1914
concerning European colonization?

Ethiopia and Liberia were the only two independent nations in Africa in 1914,
having largely resisted or avoided colonization by European powers.

What was the significance of the Congo Free State
(later Belgian Congo) on the 1914 map?

The Congo Free State, under the brutal personal rule of King Leopold II of
Belgium, was a vast territory rich in resources, later becoming the Belgian
Congo, and represented a significant colonial holding.

Identify at least two German colonies in Africa that
existed in 1914.

German colonies in Africa in 1914 included German South-West Africa (modern
Namibia), German East Africa (modern Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi), Togoland,
and Kamerun (modern Cameroon).

What does the term 'Scramble for Africa' refer to in
relation to the 1914 map?

The 'Scramble for Africa' refers to the rapid colonization of Africa by
European powers during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, resulting in



the continent being almost entirely divided into European colonies by 1914.

How did the drawing of colonial borders in 1914 often
disregard existing African ethnic and cultural
boundaries?

European powers arbitrarily drew colonial borders, often straight lines on
maps, without considering existing tribal territories, language groups, or
traditional political structures, leading to future conflicts and
complexities.

What was the general direction of colonial expansion
for major powers like Britain and France?

Britain's holdings often stretched north-south (e.g., Cape to Cairo
aspirations), while France's were more east-west, aiming to connect its West
African and North African territories.

What underlying economic and political motivations
drove European colonization in Africa by 1914?

Motivations included the desire for raw materials (rubber, diamonds,
minerals), new markets for manufactured goods, strategic military outposts,
national prestige, and the 'civilizing mission' ideology, though economics
and power were primary drivers.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Africa in 1914, with descriptions:

1. Imperial Scramble: Africa on the Brink of War
This book examines the intense colonial rivalries and territorial disputes
among European powers in Africa leading up to 1914. It details the
partitioning of the continent and the motivations behind each nation's
expansionist policies. The narrative highlights how the artificial borders
drawn on maps at this time disregarded existing African societies and laid
the groundwork for future conflicts.

2. Beneath the Colonial Shadow: African Voices in 1914
This work offers a counterpoint to purely European-centric historical
accounts by focusing on the experiences and perspectives of Africans during
the colonial era in 1914. It explores the daily lives, resistance movements,
and evolving identities of diverse African communities under foreign rule.
The book emphasizes the agency of Africans in navigating and responding to
the imposed colonial order.

3. Divided Continent: The Cartography of Colonialism
This title delves into the crucial role of mapmaking in the colonization of
Africa in 1914. It analyzes how European cartographers, often with limited
understanding of the continent, created and disseminated maps that codified
colonial claims and facilitated administrative control. The book reveals the
power of visual representation in shaping perceptions of Africa and its
peoples.



4. The Drumbeat of the Great War: Africa's Role in 1914
This book investigates the often-overlooked involvement of African soldiers
and territories in the early stages of World War I, starting in 1914. It
describes how colonial armies mobilized African troops to fight in campaigns
across the continent and even in Europe. The text explores the complex
motivations for participation and the profound impact of the war on African
societies.

5. Frontiers of Empire: Mapping Africa's Partition
This title meticulously details the process and consequences of the Scramble
for Africa, specifically focusing on the territorial divisions that were
solidified by 1914. It analyzes the various treaties, conferences, and
military actions that defined the colonial boundaries. The book highlights
how these newly established frontiers created lasting administrative and
social challenges.

6. Giants of the Colonial Age: Key Figures in Africa, 1914
This book profiles influential individuals—both European colonial
administrators and African leaders—who played significant roles in shaping
the continent's political and social landscape in 1914. It examines their
decisions, strategies, and impact on the lives of millions. The biographies
offer insights into the complexities of power dynamics and resistance.

7. Uncharted Territories: African Societies Before 1914
This work provides a rich tapestry of the diverse and complex African
societies that existed just before the full consolidation of colonial rule by
1914. It explores pre-colonial political structures, economic systems,
cultural practices, and intellectual traditions. The book aims to present a
more nuanced understanding of African agency and achievements prior to
European dominance.

8. The Great Game in Africa: Imperial Ambitions, 1914
This title explores the intense geopolitical maneuvering and rivalry among
European powers in Africa around the year 1914. It examines how competing
imperial ambitions, driven by economic interests and national pride, led to
the drawing and redrawing of colonial borders. The book illustrates the high-
stakes diplomacy and underlying tensions that characterized the era.

9. Echoes of the Berlin Conference: Africa's Fate in 1914
This book revisits the foundational impact of the 1884-85 Berlin Conference,
assessing its direct consequences on the African continent by 1914. It
analyzes how the decisions made at the conference, particularly regarding the
division of territory and the rules of colonial acquisition, continued to
dictate the political map. The text scrutinizes the long-term legacy of these
imposed boundaries.
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