
al capone does my shirts questions and
answers pdf
al capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf is a sought-after resource for students,
educators, and avid readers delving into Gennifer Choldenko's compelling novel. This article serves
as a comprehensive guide, offering in-depth answers to frequently asked questions, exploring key
themes, character analyses, and plot points relevant to the book. We will navigate the intricacies of
Moose Flanagan's life on Alcatraz Island, the challenges he faces with his autistic sister, Natalie, and
his complex relationship with the infamous Al Capone. Whether you're preparing for a book report, a
class discussion, or simply seeking a deeper understanding of the story, this resource aims to
illuminate the "al capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" by providing clear, concise, and
insightful information.
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Understanding the Novel: Al Capone Does My Shirts

Gennifer Choldenko's award-winning novel, "Al Capone Does My Shirts," transports readers to the
unique and challenging environment of Alcatraz Island in 1935. The story is told from the
perspective of Matthew "Moose" Flanagan, a twelve-year-old boy whose family relocates to the
island when his father takes a job as a guard at the notorious federal penitentiary. Moose's
immediate concern is not just adapting to his new surroundings and the prospect of attending a new



school, but also managing the needs of his older sister, Natalie, who has Williams Syndrome. The
title itself, a playful nod to the potential connection between Moose and the infamous gangster Al
Capone, hints at the unusual circumstances and the blend of childhood innocence with adult
responsibilities that characterize the narrative. Many readers seek out an "Al Capone Does My
Shirts questions and answers pdf" to gain a structured understanding of the book's many facets.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Matthew "Moose" Flanagan
Moose is the protagonist and narrator of "Al Capone Does My My Shirts." His perspective offers a
unique and often poignant view of life on Alcatraz. He is a curious, determined, and somewhat
anxious twelve-year-old who struggles to balance his desire for a normal childhood with the
demands of caring for his sister, Natalie. His journey is one of self-discovery and learning to
navigate complex social situations and moral dilemmas. He often finds himself caught between the
harsh realities of prison life and the innocence of his youth.

Natalie Flanagan
Natalie, Moose's older sister, has Williams Syndrome, a genetic disorder that affects her
development and social interaction. She is sensitive, easily overwhelmed, and prone to emotional
outbursts. Moose is fiercely protective of Natalie, and much of his internal conflict and external
actions are driven by his desire to keep her safe and happy. Her unique way of perceiving the world
offers a different lens through which to view the events on Alcatraz.

Piper Williams
Piper is the daughter of the warden and Moose's main antagonist at school. She is manipulative,
bossy, and enjoys tormenting Moose, often using his sister as a point of vulnerability. Piper
represents the social challenges Moose faces and the complex power dynamics present in their
confined community.

Theresa Capone
Theresa is the daughter of Al Capone. She becomes Moose's first friend on Alcatraz and offers a
different perspective on the infamous gangster and his family. Her interactions with Moose provide
a glimpse into the lives of the families associated with the prisoners, highlighting the unusual nature
of their existence.

Al Capone
While Al Capone himself is a significant presence in the novel due to his incarceration at Alcatraz, he



is not a central character in terms of direct interaction with Moose. His reputation and the fear he
instills cast a long shadow over the island and its inhabitants. Moose's accidental connection to
Capone, through the request to do his laundry, forms a pivotal plot point.

Exploring Major Themes in Al Capone Does My Shirts

Family and Responsibility
A central theme is the burden of responsibility placed upon Moose at a young age. He deeply loves
his sister Natalie and feels a profound sense of duty to protect her and help her navigate the world.
This theme explores the strength of familial bonds and the sacrifices made for loved ones. The "al
capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" often delves into how Moose's sense of duty
shapes his decisions.

Difference and Acceptance
The novel addresses the theme of difference and the challenges of acceptance, particularly through
Natalie's experiences with Williams Syndrome. Moose also grapples with being an outsider, both at
school and within the unique Alcatraz community. The story highlights the importance of
understanding and empathy in overcoming prejudice and fostering inclusivity.

Justice and Morality
Living on an island prison naturally brings questions of justice and morality to the forefront. Moose
witnesses the harsh realities of the penal system and the impact it has on the lives of both prisoners
and their families. He is often forced to make difficult choices that test his moral compass.

Friendship and Loyalty
Moose's journey involves forming unlikely friendships, most notably with Theresa Capone. These
relationships are crucial for his emotional support and growth, helping him to navigate the isolation
and challenges of Alcatraz. The loyalty Moose shows to Natalie is a constant driving force
throughout the narrative.

Plot Summary and Significant Events

The story begins with the Flanagan family's arrival on Alcatraz Island. Moose immediately faces the
daunting task of starting at a new school and dealing with social ostracization. His primary focus,
however, remains his sister Natalie, whose developmental challenges make life on the island
particularly difficult. A significant event occurs when Moose is tasked with doing laundry for Al
Capone, a situation that brings him into direct, albeit brief, contact with the infamous gangster. This



leads to a complex series of events involving Piper, Moose's desire for a pet, and the potential for a
happier life for his family. The narrative is punctuated by Moose's efforts to protect Natalie, his
interactions with Piper, and his growing understanding of the complex lives lived on Alcatraz. Many
"al capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" resources focus on detailing these key plot
points.

Common Questions and Answers for Al Capone Does My
Shirts PDF

What is the primary conflict in "Al Capone Does My Shirts"?
The primary conflict revolves around Moose's struggle to adapt to life on Alcatraz Island while
caring for his sister, Natalie, and navigating the social dynamics of his new environment, all under
the shadow of the notorious prison and its infamous inmates.

Why is the book titled "Al Capone Does My Shirts"?
The title is derived from a pivotal moment in the story where Moose is asked by his mother to do
laundry for Al Capone. This seemingly simple task becomes a significant plot point, highlighting
Moose's unusual circumstances and his indirect connection to the gangster.

What challenges does Moose face?
Moose faces challenges such as bullying from his peers, the difficulties of caring for his sister
Natalie who has Williams Syndrome, the isolation of living on Alcatraz, and the pressure of
conforming to the expectations of a prison community.

What is Williams Syndrome?
Williams Syndrome is a genetic disorder that affects development. Individuals with Williams
Syndrome often have distinctive facial features, developmental delays, and a generally cheerful
disposition, but can also experience anxiety and sensory sensitivities. Natalie Flanagan has this
condition.

Who is Moose's best friend?
Moose's first true friend on Alcatraz is Theresa Capone, the daughter of Al Capone. This friendship
provides him with much-needed companionship and a different perspective on life on the island.



Al Capone Does My Shirts: Chapter Summaries and
Analysis

Detailed chapter summaries are invaluable for understanding the progression of the narrative and
character development in "Al Capone Does My Shirts." Each chapter typically builds upon the
previous one, introducing new challenges for Moose and his family. For instance, early chapters
often focus on the initial shock and adjustment to Alcatraz, while later chapters might explore the
developing friendships, the complexities of Natalie's condition, and the escalating tensions related to
the prison itself. Analyzing these chapters reveals Moose's growing maturity and his resourcefulness
in overcoming obstacles. Accessing an "al capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" often
includes detailed breakdowns of these chapters.

Study Guide for Al Capone Does My Shirts

A comprehensive study guide for "Al Capone Does My Shirts" would typically include character
profiles, thematic analyses, vocabulary lists, and comprehension questions. It aims to equip readers
with the tools necessary to engage deeply with the text. Such a guide would highlight the historical
context of the novel, the author's writing style, and the significance of various plot points. For
students, it serves as a vital tool for academic success, ensuring a thorough understanding of the
book's content and its underlying messages. The desire for an "al capone does my shirts questions
and answers pdf" often stems from the need for structured study materials.

Al Capone Does My Shirts: Discussion Questions

Engaging with a book through discussion questions can deepen comprehension and foster critical
thinking. Questions might explore Moose's motivations, the author's portrayal of Alcatraz society, or
the ethical dilemmas faced by the characters. For example, one might ask: "How does Moose's
perception of his father change throughout the novel?" or "What does the author suggest about the
nature of good and evil through the character of Al Capone?" These questions encourage readers to
consider multiple perspectives and to form their own interpretations of the story. A well-curated "al
capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" would certainly include a robust set of these.

The Historical Context of Al Capone Does My Shirts

The novel is firmly rooted in historical reality, set during the era when Alcatraz was a maximum-
security federal penitentiary, housing some of the nation's most notorious criminals, including Al
Capone. Understanding this historical context is crucial for appreciating the unique challenges and
atmosphere of the story. The descriptions of island life, the security measures, and the presence of
influential prisoners like Capone are all drawn from historical accounts. The "al capone does my
shirts questions and answers pdf" often aims to provide this historical backdrop to better understand
the narrative's setting and its impact on the characters.



Resources for Further Exploration of Al Capone Does
My Shirts

For readers who wish to delve deeper into "Al Capone Does My Shirts," various resources can be
helpful. These include critical reviews, author interviews, historical articles about Alcatraz Island,
and academic analyses of the novel's themes and literary merit. Websites dedicated to children's
literature and historical fiction often provide valuable supplementary information. Seeking out an "al
capone does my shirts questions and answers pdf" is a primary step, but exploring these additional
resources can enrich the overall reading experience and provide a more comprehensive
understanding of this captivating story.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'Al Capone Does My Shirts' based on a true story or a real
person?
While the book is a work of fiction, it is inspired by the author Gennifer Choldenko's own
experiences growing up on Alcatraz Island as her father was a guard there. The characters and
specific events are fictionalized.

What is the main theme of 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'?
The novel explores themes of belonging, family, prejudice, and finding one's identity in difficult
circumstances. It also touches on the isolation and unique environment of living on Alcatraz.

Who are the main characters in 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'
and what are their roles?
The protagonist is Moose Flanagan, a twelve-year-old boy who moves to Alcatraz. Other key
characters include his younger sister Natalie, who has autism, his father, a guard on the island, and
Piper, the daughter of the warden.

What is the significance of the title 'Al Capone Does My
Shirts'?
The title refers to a controversial arrangement Moose makes to get his difficult sister, Natalie, into a
special school. He agrees to do laundry for Al Capone, who is imprisoned on Alcatraz, in exchange
for a recommendation for Natalie's education.

What challenges does Moose face throughout the story?
Moose faces numerous challenges, including adjusting to life on a notorious prison island, dealing
with the complexities of his sister Natalie's needs and the societal misunderstandings surrounding
her condition, and navigating the social dynamics of the island community.



How does the author portray the island of Alcatraz?
Gennifer Choldenko portrays Alcatraz as a unique and isolated environment, emphasizing the
contrast between the dangerous criminals within the prison walls and the ordinary lives of the
families of the guards living on the island.

What is the overall message or takeaway from 'Al Capone Does
My Shirts'?
The book conveys a message about the importance of understanding, empathy, and perseverance. It
highlights how even in challenging and unusual settings, personal growth and strong family bonds
can prevail.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Al Capone Does My Shirts and its themes, with descriptions:

1. Island of the Blue Dolphins: This classic historical novel tells the true story of Karana, a Native
American girl who was accidentally left behind on her island off the coast of California in the 19th
century. Like Moose in Al Capone Does My Shirts, Karana faces immense challenges of survival and
isolation, forging a deep connection with the natural world and relying on her resourcefulness. The
narrative explores themes of loneliness, resilience, and finding strength in solitude, mirroring the
emotional landscape of Alcatraz.

2. Holes: This Newbery Medal winner follows Stanley Yelnats, a boy wrongly accused of a crime and
sent to a juvenile detention camp in a harsh desert environment. While the setting is different, the
book shares the theme of unjust punishment and the discovery of truth through perseverance in
difficult circumstances. Stanley, much like Moose, must navigate a challenging system and uncover
hidden secrets while dealing with isolation and the company of other young outcasts.

3. The War That Saved My Life: This historical fiction novel centers on Ada, a young girl with a
clubfoot who is sent from London to the countryside during World War II to escape the Blitz. Ada’s
journey involves leaving a familiar but oppressive environment for an unfamiliar and potentially
frightening one, much like Moose's move to Alcatraz. Both protagonists learn to overcome adversity,
find their voice, and discover inner strength in new and challenging situations.

4. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: This powerful novel depicts the struggles of the Logan family in
Mississippi during the Great Depression as they face racial injustice and economic hardship. While
the societal context is different, the book shares the theme of family resilience in the face of
overwhelming adversity and prejudice. The Logan children, like Moose and his family, must navigate
a world that often seems unfair and dangerous.

5. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn: This beloved coming-of-age story follows Francie Nolan as she grows
up in poverty in early 20th-century Brooklyn. Francie's journey involves adapting to difficult living
conditions and finding hope and joy amidst hardship, mirroring Moose's experience in a confined
and often bleak environment. The novel emphasizes the importance of education and inner strength
for overcoming social and economic barriers.

6. The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: My Map to Freedom: This non-fiction account tells the inspiring



true story of a group of Danish teenagers who defied the Nazis during World War II. The book
highlights acts of bravery and resistance in the face of oppression, paralleling the subtle acts of
independence and self-discovery that characters might exhibit on Alcatraz. It speaks to the courage
found in unexpected places and the desire for freedom.

7. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963: This humorous yet poignant novel chronicles a family’s
road trip from Flint, Michigan, to Birmingham, Alabama, during the Civil Rights era, where they
encounter a tragic act of violence. The book captures the challenges of navigating racial tensions
and the impact of significant historical events on everyday life, similar to how the presence of
notorious criminals like Al Capone would have impacted the lives of the families on the island. The
novel explores themes of family bonds and confronting societal injustice.

8. The Diary of a Young Girl: This seminal work by Anne Frank provides a firsthand account of a
Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam during World War II. Anne’s diary reflects the
isolation, fear, and resilience of living in confinement, themes that resonate with the experiences of
the families living on Alcatraz. Her reflections on hope, humanity, and the search for meaning in
difficult times offer a powerful parallel to any introspective adolescent facing restrictive
circumstances.

9. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian: This contemporary novel follows Arnold Spirit
Jr., a Native American teenager who leaves his reservation to attend an all-white high school off the
reservation. Arnold’s journey is one of navigating cultural differences, facing prejudice, and finding
his identity in two different worlds, much like Moose must adapt to the unique social dynamics of
Alcatraz and its inhabitants. The book deals with themes of belonging, family, and the search for a
better life.
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