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ap art history exam 2022: A comprehensive guide to understanding the structure, content, and
preparation strategies for the College Board's Advanced Placement Art History examination. This
article delves into the specific requirements of the 2022 exam, offering insights into the types of
questions students can expect, the key themes and artworks covered, and effective study techniques.
We will explore the scoring rubric, provide tips for tackling both the multiple-choice and free-
response sections, and discuss resources available for AP Art History exam preparation. Whether
you are a student gearing up for the test or an educator seeking to optimize your teaching, this
guide aims to equip you with the knowledge needed to navigate the 2022 AP Art History exam
successfully.

AP Art History Exam 2022: Overview and Structure

Understanding the AP Art History Exam 2022 Format

The AP Art History exam in 2022 followed a structured format designed to assess students'
understanding of art history across various periods and cultures. The exam was divided into two
main sections: a multiple-choice section and a free-response section. Each section tested different
skills, from identifying artworks and their contexts to analyzing visual elements and historical
significance. Understanding this format is crucial for effective preparation and maximizing
performance on test day.

Multiple-Choice Section Breakdown

The multiple-choice section of the AP Art History exam 2022 comprised a significant portion of the
overall score. It featured questions based on individual artworks and sets of artworks, often
presented with visual stimuli. Students were expected to analyze these images, identify the artist,
title, date, medium, and stylistic characteristics, as well as understand the historical, cultural, and
social contexts in which the art was created. Questions also tested knowledge of art historical
concepts, terminology, and the ability to make comparisons between different works.

Free-Response Section Breakdown

The free-response section of the AP Art History exam 2022 was designed to evaluate students' ability
to construct well-supported arguments and engage in deeper critical analysis. This section typically
included two types of essays: a Visual Analysis (VA) essay and a Comparative Analysis (CA) essay.
The VA essay required students to analyze an unknown artwork based on provided prompts,
focusing on visual elements, materials, and context. The CA essay, on the other hand, asked students
to compare and contrast two or more artworks, demonstrating their understanding of stylistic



similarities, differences, and historical relationships. Both essays emphasized the importance of
using specific evidence from the artworks and historical knowledge to support claims.

Key Content Areas and the AP Art History Course

The AP Art History curriculum is extensive, covering a vast array of art and architecture from
prehistoric times to the present day, spanning diverse global cultures. The 2022 exam tested
knowledge across these broad categories, emphasizing the 250 works of art designated in the AP Art
History Course and Examination Description (CED). Mastery of these specific works, their creators,
historical periods, and cultural significance was fundamental for success.

The AP Art History 250: Essential Works

The heart of AP Art History preparation lies in a thorough understanding of the AP Art History 250,
the list of required artworks that form the core of the curriculum. These works are meticulously
chosen to represent significant artistic achievements and cultural developments across different
regions and time periods. Students were expected to memorize details such as the artist, title, date,
medium, dimensions, current location, and the historical and cultural context of each piece. Beyond
mere memorization, the ability to analyze and discuss these works in relation to broader art
historical themes and movements was paramount for the 2022 exam.

Thematic Approaches to Art History

Beyond understanding individual artworks, the AP Art History exam also assessed students' ability to
connect art to overarching themes. These themes provide a framework for understanding how art
reflects and shapes societies. Common thematic approaches include the function of art, identity and
community, continuity and change, visual and contextual analysis, and creativity and expression.
Recognizing how these themes manifest across different cultures and time periods was crucial for
constructing coherent and insightful free-response answers in the 2022 exam.

Effective Preparation Strategies for the AP Art History
Exam 2022

Study Techniques for AP Art History Success

Preparing for the AP Art History exam requires a multifaceted approach, combining memorization,
analytical skills, and consistent practice. Developing effective study techniques is key to mastering
the vast amount of information and honing the analytical abilities necessary to excel on the 2022



exam. This involves active learning, consistent review, and strategic practice.

Utilizing Visual Resources and Flashcards

Given the visual nature of art history, using visual resources is indispensable. Creating or utilizing
sets of flashcards, with an image on one side and key information (artist, title, date, medium,
context, key features) on the other, is an excellent method for memorizing the AP Art History 250.
Online resources, such as the College Board's AP Classroom or reputable art history websites, often
provide high-quality images and supplementary information. Regularly reviewing these flashcards,
testing oneself, and engaging with the visual material actively reinforces learning.

Practice Exams and Timed Writing

A critical component of preparation for the AP Art History exam 2022 involves taking practice exams
under timed conditions. This helps students become familiar with the pacing required for both the
multiple-choice and free-response sections. Practicing timed essays, in particular, allows students to
develop their argument construction, evidence utilization, and writing speed. Reviewing graded
practice essays, identifying areas for improvement in analysis and writing, and incorporating
feedback are vital steps in refining exam performance.

Engaging with Art Historical Concepts and Vocabulary

Beyond specific artworks, a strong grasp of art historical concepts and vocabulary is essential. This
includes understanding terms related to artistic styles, techniques, materials, and historical periods.
Actively engaging with these terms by defining them, using them in written responses, and
recognizing their application in analyzing artworks will significantly enhance comprehension.
Regular review of glossaries and discussions with peers or instructors can solidify understanding of
this specialized language.

Navigating the AP Art History Exam 2022: Tips and
Tricks

Strategies for the Multiple-Choice Section

The multiple-choice section of the AP Art History exam 2022 tests a broad range of knowledge and
analytical skills. Employing strategic approaches can help students maximize their score. It's
important to read each question carefully, analyze any accompanying images thoroughly, and
eliminate obviously incorrect answers. For questions based on sets of artworks, look for thematic
connections, stylistic similarities or differences, and contextual relationships to guide your choices.



Strategies for the Free-Response Section

The free-response section demands strong analytical and writing skills. For the Visual Analysis (VA)
essay, focus on meticulously describing and analyzing the visual elements of the provided artwork,
including composition, form, color, and texture, and then connecting these to its historical and
cultural context. For the Comparative Analysis (CA) essay, ensure a clear thesis statement that
addresses the prompt, and use specific evidence from both artworks to support your comparisons
and contrasts. Structuring your essays logically with an introduction, body paragraphs with
supporting evidence, and a concluding thought can greatly improve clarity and impact.

Post-Exam Analysis and Resources

After taking the AP Art History exam 2022, it's beneficial to review your performance and identify
areas for future improvement. Understanding your score and any feedback provided can be a
valuable learning experience. A wealth of resources exists to support ongoing learning and
preparation for future AP Art History examinations, including official College Board materials,
textbooks, reputable online databases, and study guides.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some of the most significant changes or new
additions to the AP Art History Exam in 2022 compared to
previous years?
The AP Art History Exam in 2022 continued to follow the redesigned format from 2020, emphasizing
thematic approaches and providing students with more flexibility in their responses. Key aspects
included a continued focus on contextualization, analysis of visual elements, and the ability to
connect works across different time periods and cultures. The exam structure remained consistent
with a multiple-choice section and free-response questions, including the Image Analysis Essay and
the Comparative Essay.

What are some of the most commonly tested artworks and
themes on the 2022 AP Art History Exam?
While specific artworks vary, trending themes often include the exploration of identity, power and
authority, the sacred and the secular, the human experience, and the impact of cultural exchange.
Within the official curriculum, works like Bernini's 'David,' Picasso's 'Guernica,' and the Great
Pyramids of Giza are frequently referenced due to their historical significance and the analytical
skills they require. Students should be prepared to discuss a broad range of global art, not just
Western European art.



What strategies did students find most effective for preparing
for the 2022 AP Art History Exam?
Effective preparation strategies often involved consistent study of the required artworks, focusing on
understanding their historical context, iconography, materials, and techniques. Many students found
it beneficial to practice timed free-response questions, particularly the Image Analysis Essay, by
deconstructing the visual elements of unfamiliar artworks. Creating study guides, using flashcards,
and actively discussing artworks with peers or teachers were also highlighted as successful
methods.

How did the 2022 exam handle the requirement for students
to analyze artworks they might not have studied extensively in
class?
The exam is designed to assess analytical skills rather than rote memorization. For the Image
Analysis Essay, students are presented with an unfamiliar artwork and are expected to apply the
same analytical frameworks they've learned for studied works. This involves carefully observing the
image, identifying visual characteristics, and relating them to historical and cultural contexts, even if
the specific piece is new to them.

What were some common pitfalls or challenges students
encountered on the 2022 AP Art History Exam?
Common challenges included time management during the free-response section, particularly for the
Image Analysis Essay where thorough observation and detailed analysis are crucial. Another pitfall
was insufficient contextualization, meaning not fully explaining how an artwork relates to its
historical, social, or cultural background. Some students also struggled with making direct and
specific comparisons in the Comparative Essay, relying too much on generalizations.

Were there any particular periods or regions of art history
that seemed to have a stronger presence on the 2022 exam?
The AP Art History curriculum is designed to be comprehensive, covering global art from prehistoric
times to the present. While it's difficult to pinpoint specific overrepresentation without official data,
students generally find that a strong understanding of both ancient and modern art from diverse
cultures, including but not limited to ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, the Renaissance, and 20th-
century art movements, is beneficial. The emphasis remains on the broad range of 250 required
works.

What advice would you give to students preparing for future
AP Art History exams based on the 2022 exam's trends?
Students should prioritize understanding the 'why' behind an artwork – its purpose, audience, and
cultural significance – rather than just memorizing titles and artists. Developing strong visual
analysis skills, practicing timed writing for free-response questions, and being able to connect
artworks thematically across different periods and cultures are essential. Familiarize yourself with
the entire list of required works and actively engage with diverse global art examples.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the AP Art History Exam (2022 syllabus, as the content often aligns
with general art history surveys, with some flexibility) that start with and their descriptions:

1. Images of the World: The AP Art History Curriculum Study Guide
This comprehensive guide is designed specifically for students preparing for the AP Art History
exam. It covers the essential artworks and historical periods outlined in the curriculum, offering
detailed analyses, key terms, and helpful timelines. The book aims to provide a clear and organized
framework for understanding the vast array of visual culture tested on the exam.

2. The Story of Art
A foundational text for art history, this book offers a sweeping narrative of artistic developments
from prehistoric times to the modern era. It explores major movements, influential artists, and the
cultural contexts that shaped artistic creation. This broad overview is crucial for contextualizing the
diverse range of artworks covered in the AP curriculum.

3. Gardner's Art Through the Ages: A Global History
This highly respected textbook provides an in-depth exploration of art from various cultures and
historical periods across the globe. It features extensive analysis of artworks, architectural
structures, and sculptural forms, with a strong emphasis on chronology and stylistic evolution. Its
comprehensive nature makes it an invaluable resource for understanding the breadth of the AP Art
History exam.

4. The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern
This engaging and accessible book breaks down complex art historical concepts into digestible
lessons. It delves into significant artworks, offering insights into their meaning, historical
importance, and stylistic characteristics. The "crash course" approach makes it an excellent
supplementary tool for quickly reviewing key information for the exam.

5. Art History: The Basics
Designed as an introductory text, this book provides a clear and concise overview of fundamental art
historical concepts, terminology, and methodologies. It introduces students to various periods,
styles, and cultural influences that have shaped the art world. This foundational knowledge is
essential for building a strong understanding of the AP Art History curriculum.

6. World History of Art: An Entirely New Edition
This visually rich publication offers a global perspective on the history of art, highlighting
connections and contrasts between different cultures and time periods. It presents carefully selected
artworks and architectural examples, accompanied by insightful commentary. The book's global
scope is particularly beneficial for addressing the diverse range of cultural traditions covered by the
AP exam.

7. Masterpieces of Western Art
Focusing on the rich artistic heritage of the Western world, this book examines key movements and
iconic artworks from antiquity through the Renaissance and beyond. It provides detailed analyses of
paintings, sculptures, and architecture that have significantly influenced subsequent artistic
developments. Understanding Western art is a significant component of the AP Art History syllabus.

8. The Art Book
This alphabetically organized reference book provides concise entries on thousands of significant



artists and artworks throughout history. Each entry features a high-quality reproduction of the
artwork and a brief explanatory text. Its format makes it an efficient tool for quick lookups and
reinforcing recognition of key pieces.

9. Art: A New History
This book presents a fresh perspective on the history of art, often challenging traditional narratives
and offering new interpretations of canonical works. It encourages critical thinking about how art is
made, understood, and presented. Its analytical approach can help students develop the nuanced
understanding required for essay questions on the AP exam.
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