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ap bio 2020 frq is a critical resource for students preparing for the AP Biology exam, especially those

looking to understand the specific format and content of the 2020 exam. This article provides a

comprehensive overview of the AP Biology 2020 Free Response Questions (FRQs), delving into the

key concepts tested, the structure of the questions, and strategies for tackling them effectively. We will

explore the different types of FRQs encountered, such as experimental design, data analysis, and

conceptual analysis, and offer insights into how to approach each. Understanding the nuances of the

AP Biology 2020 FRQ is paramount for achieving a high score, and this guide aims to equip students

with the knowledge and techniques necessary for success. Whether you are reviewing past papers or

seeking to understand the College Board's expectations, this resource will illuminate the path to

mastering the AP Biology FRQ.
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Understanding the AP Biology 2020 FRQ Format and Changes

The AP Biology exam, including its Free Response Questions (FRQs), undergoes periodic adjustments

to ensure it accurately reflects current scientific understanding and pedagogical approaches. For the

2020 AP Biology exam, the College Board implemented significant changes primarily due to the impact

of the COVID-19 pandemic. These alterations were designed to streamline the exam and focus on

core curriculum content. Understanding these modifications is the first step in effective preparation for

the AP Bio 2020 FRQ. The 2020 exam was shortened and administered online, with a different

structure for the FRQ section compared to previous years.

The AP Biology 2020 FRQ section consisted of two questions. Unlike prior exams that often included a

lengthy Question 1 and a shorter Question 2, the 2020 exam featured two equally weighted questions.

One question was focused on experimental design, and the other was a conceptual analysis question.

This shift in format meant that students needed to be proficient in both designing experiments and

analyzing biological concepts without the pressure of a highly weighted, longer question. The content

tested remained consistent with the AP Biology Course and Exam Description, emphasizing essential

knowledge and skills. Familiarity with the specific question types and the overall structure of the 2020

exam is crucial for targeted review.

Key Biological Concepts Assessed in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

The AP Biology curriculum is divided into eight major units, and the 2020 FRQs drew upon a broad

spectrum of these core biological principles. Students were expected to demonstrate a deep

understanding of concepts ranging from molecular biology and genetics to evolution and ecology. The

questions were designed to assess not only recall of information but also the application of knowledge

to novel scenarios. Key themes frequently tested in AP Biology FRQs, including those from 2020, often

revolve around cellular processes, energy transfer, heredity, biological regulation, and interactions



within and between biological systems.

Specific topics that were likely to be prominent in the AP Biology 2020 FRQ included cell respiration,

photosynthesis, DNA replication and protein synthesis, Mendelian genetics and molecular genetics,

natural selection and evolutionary mechanisms, population genetics, and ecosystem dynamics. The

experimental design questions, in particular, tested students' ability to formulate hypotheses, identify

variables, design controls, and predict outcomes. The conceptual analysis questions often required

students to explain biological phenomena, connect different concepts, and interpret data or diagrams.

Mastery of these foundational biological concepts is essential for successfully answering any AP Bio

2020 FRQ.

Molecular Biology and Genetics in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

Molecular biology and genetics are cornerstone topics in AP Biology, and the 2020 FRQs likely

included questions that probed students' understanding of DNA structure and function, gene

expression, and inheritance patterns. This could involve explaining the processes of DNA replication,

transcription, and translation, or analyzing genetic pedigrees and Punnett squares to predict offspring

genotypes and phenotypes. The exam also frequently assesses knowledge of genetic mutations, their

effects, and the mechanisms of genetic variation that drive evolution. Understanding how genes are

regulated and how genetic information is passed down through generations is fundamental to many AP

Biology FRQs.

Cellular Processes and Energy Transfer in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

Cellular processes, including cellular respiration and photosynthesis, are critical components of the AP

Biology curriculum. Students preparing for the AP Bio 2020 FRQ would need to have a solid grasp of

the stages, inputs, and outputs of these metabolic pathways. This could involve describing the electron

transport chain, the Calvin cycle, or the role of ATP as an energy currency. Questions might also

explore how cells regulate these processes, the impact of environmental factors on cellular respiration

and photosynthesis, and the transfer of energy through ecosystems. The interconnectedness of these



cellular functions with broader biological principles was often a focus.

Evolution and Ecology in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

Evolutionary biology and ecology are broad and interconnected fields within AP Biology. The AP Bio

2020 FRQ would have tested students' understanding of natural selection, adaptation, speciation, and

evidence for evolution. Concepts like Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium, genetic drift, and gene flow are also

frequently assessed. In ecology, students would need to demonstrate knowledge of population

dynamics, community interactions, ecosystem structure and function, nutrient cycling, and the impact of

human activities on the environment. The ability to apply evolutionary and ecological principles to real-

world scenarios or hypothetical situations is key.

Strategies for Tackling AP Biology 2020 FRQ: Experimental

Design

Experimental design questions on the AP Biology exam, including the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, assess a

student's ability to construct a valid scientific investigation. These questions typically present a

biological scenario or a research question and require students to outline an experiment to test a

hypothesis. Key elements to consider include clearly stating a hypothesis, identifying the independent

and dependent variables, listing controlled variables, describing the experimental procedure, identifying

the control group, and explaining how data will be collected and analyzed to draw a conclusion.

When approaching an experimental design FRQ, it's crucial to be precise and thorough. Start by

restating the hypothesis in a clear and testable format. Then, meticulously list all variables, ensuring

that the independent variable is what is being manipulated, the dependent variable is what is being

measured, and the controlled variables are kept constant to ensure a fair test. The procedure should

be detailed enough for someone else to replicate the experiment. Including a control group that does

not receive the experimental treatment is essential for comparison. Finally, consider how the data



collected will support or refute the hypothesis.

Formulating a Testable Hypothesis for AP Bio 2020 FRQs

A strong hypothesis is the foundation of any experimental design. For an AP Bio 2020 FRQ, a testable

hypothesis should be a specific, falsifiable statement that predicts the relationship between the

independent and dependent variables. It should be stated in a clear, concise manner, often in an

"if...then..." format, or as a declarative statement. For example, instead of saying "Plants need light," a

testable hypothesis would be, "If plants are exposed to increased amounts of sunlight, then their rate

of photosynthesis will increase." This allows for direct measurement and evaluation.

Identifying Variables and Controls in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

Successfully identifying variables and controls is paramount for answering experimental design

questions on the AP Bio 2020 FRQ. The independent variable is the factor that the experimenter

changes, while the dependent variable is the factor that is measured in response to that change.

Controlled variables are all other factors that could potentially affect the outcome of the experiment

and must be kept constant to isolate the effect of the independent variable. A control group serves as

a baseline for comparison, allowing researchers to determine if the independent variable actually

caused the observed effect. Proper identification demonstrates a fundamental understanding of

scientific methodology.

Designing a Sound Experimental Procedure for AP Bio 2020 FRQs

The experimental procedure is the step-by-step plan for conducting the experiment. For the AP Bio

2020 FRQ, this section requires a detailed description of how the independent variable will be

manipulated, how the dependent variable will be measured, and how the controlled variables will be

maintained. This might include specifying the number of replicates, the duration of the experiment, the

specific measurements to be taken, and the equipment to be used. Clarity and completeness are vital

to ensure that the proposed experiment is scientifically valid and reproducible.



Strategies for Tackling AP Biology 2020 FRQ: Data Analysis

Data analysis questions on the AP Biology exam require students to interpret scientific data presented

in various formats, such as tables, graphs, and charts. For the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, this involved

critically examining the provided data to identify trends, patterns, and relationships, and then using this

information to draw conclusions or answer specific biological questions. Students need to be adept at

reading scientific graphs, calculating basic statistics, and making evidence-based claims.

Effective data analysis involves more than just observing the numbers; it requires an understanding of

what the data represents in a biological context. This might include calculating rates, determining

statistical significance (if provided), and explaining how the data supports or refutes a hypothesis.

Students should be prepared to describe the trends observed in the data, explain the biological

significance of these trends, and relate them back to the underlying biological principles being tested.

Precision in language and a clear connection between the data and the biological explanation are

crucial for a high score.

Interpreting Graphs and Tables in AP Bio 2020 FRQs

Graphs and tables are common tools for presenting data in AP Biology, and the AP Bio 2020 FRQ

would have certainly utilized them. Students must be able to accurately read and interpret all parts of a

graph, including the title, axis labels, units, and data points. Similarly, they should be able to

understand the information presented in tables, identifying columns and rows that represent different

variables. Recognizing trends, outliers, and the overall relationship between variables depicted in these

formats is a core skill.

Drawing Evidence-Based Conclusions from AP Bio 2020 FRQ Data

The ultimate goal of data analysis is to draw valid conclusions based on the evidence presented. For

the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, this meant using the interpreted data to make reasoned statements about the



biological phenomenon under investigation. Conclusions should directly address the question asked

and be supported by specific data points or trends identified in the provided information. Avoid making

claims that are not supported by the data, and ensure that the conclusions are biologically plausible

and directly related to the experimental context or conceptual question.

Strategies for Tackling AP Biology 2020 FRQ: Conceptual

Analysis

Conceptual analysis questions on the AP Biology exam, including the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, test a

student's ability to explain biological concepts, processes, and relationships. These questions often

require students to describe, explain, and apply biological knowledge to new situations. They might

involve detailing a biological process, comparing and contrasting different concepts, or predicting the

outcome of a change in a biological system.

To excel in conceptual analysis, students should focus on providing clear, accurate, and detailed

explanations. It is important to use precise biological terminology and to ensure that the explanation is

well-organized and logical. Connecting different biological concepts, demonstrating an understanding of

cause-and-effect relationships, and applying principles to novel scenarios are key components. The

ability to articulate complex biological ideas in a coherent manner is essential for success on these

types of AP Bio 2020 FRQ questions.

Explaining Biological Processes and Mechanisms

A significant portion of conceptual analysis involves describing and explaining biological processes. For

the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, this could mean detailing the steps of cellular respiration, explaining how

natural selection leads to adaptation, or outlining the process of gene expression. Students should aim

to provide a step-by-step explanation, incorporating relevant scientific terms and ensuring accuracy.

Understanding the underlying mechanisms that drive these processes is crucial for a comprehensive



response.

Connecting Biological Concepts and Making Predictions

Many conceptual analysis questions require students to demonstrate an understanding of how different

biological concepts are interconnected. For example, a question might ask how a change in DNA

sequence could affect protein function and, subsequently, an organism's phenotype. The AP Bio 2020

FRQ likely tested the ability to bridge these connections, showing an understanding of the flow of

genetic information or the impact of environmental changes on ecosystems. Making accurate

predictions based on these interconnected concepts also demonstrates a high level of biological

comprehension.

Examining Specific AP Bio 2020 FRQ Examples

To truly grasp the demands of the AP Bio 2020 FRQ, it is beneficial to review actual released

questions. While the specific questions from the 2020 exam were administered under unique

circumstances, understanding the types of questions asked in recent years provides valuable insight.

For instance, the College Board typically releases past FRQs and scoring guidelines, which are

invaluable resources for students. Analyzing these examples allows for a deeper understanding of the

expected depth of response, the common pitfalls to avoid, and the specific content areas that are

frequently emphasized in AP Biology assessments.

Looking at past experimental design questions, one might see scenarios involving plant growth under

different light conditions, the effect of enzyme concentration on reaction rates, or the impact of a new

substance on bacterial growth. Data analysis questions could present results from population studies,

experiments on metabolic rates, or genetic crosses. Conceptual analysis questions might delve into

explaining the mechanisms of hormone action, the principles of ecological succession, or the process

of signal transduction. Familiarity with these types of problems and their solutions is key to preparing

for any AP Bio 2020 FRQ.



Tips for Effective AP Bio 2020 FRQ Preparation

Effective preparation for the AP Bio 2020 FRQ involves a multi-faceted approach that combines

content review with strategic practice. Consistent study of the AP Biology curriculum is the bedrock.

However, simply memorizing facts is insufficient; students must also focus on developing the critical

thinking and analytical skills required by the FRQs. This means actively engaging with the material, not

just passively reading it.

One of the most effective strategies is to work through past AP Biology FRQs, including any available

from the 2020 exam administration if released. When practicing, it’s essential to simulate exam

conditions as much as possible, including time constraints. Carefully review the scoring guidelines for

these past questions to understand how points are awarded. This helps identify what graders are

looking for in terms of content accuracy, clarity of explanation, and proper use of terminology.

Regularly revisiting key biological concepts and practicing applying them to different scenarios will

build confidence and improve performance on the AP Bio 2020 FRQ.

Review the AP Biology Course and Exam Description for content focus.

Practice answering past FRQs under timed conditions.

Utilize scoring guidelines to understand point allocation.

Focus on understanding, not just memorizing, biological concepts.

Develop clear and concise writing skills for explanations.

Form study groups to discuss concepts and practice questions.

Seek feedback on your FRQ responses from teachers or peers.



Stay updated on any specific changes or adaptations made to the exam format.

Maximizing Your Score on the AP Biology 2020 FRQ

To maximize your score on the AP Biology 2020 FRQ, a strategic approach to answering each

question is essential. Begin by carefully reading and understanding the prompt. Identify keywords and

what is explicitly being asked. Allocate your time wisely, ensuring that you devote adequate time to

both questions, especially considering the 2020 format. For experimental design questions, ensure all

components (hypothesis, variables, control, procedure) are addressed thoroughly.

When analyzing data, be specific and refer directly to the provided data points or trends. For

conceptual questions, provide clear, detailed, and accurate explanations, using precise biological

terminology. Remember that demonstrating understanding of relationships between concepts and the

ability to apply knowledge is often rewarded more highly than simple recall. Proofreading your answers

for clarity, grammar, and spelling can also make a difference. By combining a strong understanding of

biological principles with effective test-taking strategies, students can significantly improve their

performance on the AP Bio 2020 FRQ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the general focus of the 2020 AP Biology FRQ exam,

particularly in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on

curriculum?

The 2020 AP Biology FRQ exam focused on core concepts that were generally covered across most

curricula, regardless of disruptions. It emphasized topics like cell communication, cell cycle,



inheritance, molecular genetics, and evolution, with a slight leaning towards concepts that could be

assessed without extensive lab work. The intent was to provide a fair assessment despite varying

levels of in-person instruction.

Which specific units or topics were commonly represented in the

2020 AP Biology FRQs?

The 2020 AP Biology FRQs commonly featured questions related to cell communication and signaling

(e.g., hormone action, signal transduction), the cell cycle and mitosis/meiosis, principles of inheritance

(Mendelian genetics, non-Mendelian patterns), molecular genetics (DNA replication, transcription,

translation, gene regulation), and evolution (natural selection, Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium,

phylogenetic trees).

Were there any notable changes in the format or question types of the

2020 AP Biology FRQs compared to previous years?

While the fundamental FRQ structure (requiring detailed explanations, data analysis, and application of

concepts) remained, the 2020 exam was shortened. It included fewer questions overall, and each

question was designed to be more comprehensive, allowing students to demonstrate their

understanding of broader concepts rather than isolated details. This was partly a response to the

pandemic's impact on instruction.

What kind of scientific practices and reasoning skills were assessed in

the 2020 AP Biology FRQs?

The 2020 AP Biology FRQs heavily assessed scientific practices such as analyzing and interpreting

data (graphs, tables, experimental results), constructing explanations based on evidence, posing

scientific questions, and applying biological concepts to novel scenarios. Students were expected to

demonstrate their ability to think critically and justify their reasoning with biological principles.



How did the 2020 AP Biology FRQs address the concept of

experimental design and data analysis?

Several 2020 AP Biology FRQs included experimental scenarios where students had to identify

independent and dependent variables, propose control groups, predict outcomes, and interpret

provided data. Questions often involved analyzing graphs to identify trends, determine relationships

between variables, and draw conclusions supported by the data presented, reflecting the importance of

experimental inquiry.

What advice is commonly given to students preparing for or reviewing

the 2020 AP Biology FRQs, based on their common themes and skills

assessed?

Key advice includes thoroughly understanding core biological concepts, practicing the analysis of

graphs and data tables, being able to construct clear and concise explanations using biological

terminology, and practicing applying knowledge to hypothetical scenarios. Familiarity with experimental

design principles and the ability to justify claims with evidence are also crucial. Focusing on the

broader themes of cell function, genetics, and evolution is beneficial.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to AP Biology 2020 FRQ, each starting with and followed by a short

description:

1. The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins. This seminal work explores the concept of evolution from the

perspective of genes, rather than organisms. It delves into how genes "compete" to survive and

reproduce, influencing the behaviors and traits of the creatures that carry them. The book's emphasis

on genetic fitness and natural selection provides a foundational understanding crucial for many AP

Biology topics, including population genetics and evolutionary mechanisms.



2. Genome: The Autobiography of a Species in 23 Chapters by Matt Ridley. Ridley takes readers on a

journey through the human genome, dedicating each chapter to a specific chromosome. He explains

the genetic basis of various human traits and diseases, making complex molecular biology accessible.

This book offers a compelling narrative that illuminates concepts like gene expression, mutations, and

the inheritance of traits, directly relevant to FRQs on genetics and molecular biology.

3. The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life by Nick Lane. Lane

investigates the fundamental role of energy in the origin and evolution of life. He explores how energy

transfer, particularly through cellular respiration and chemiosmosis, drives biological processes and the

emergence of complexity. Understanding these energy dynamics is essential for tackling FRQs related

to cell biology, metabolism, and evolutionary pressures.

4. I Contain Multitudes: The Microbes Within Us and a Grander View of Life by Ed Yong. This book

celebrates the vast and diverse microbial communities that inhabit our bodies and the planet,

emphasizing their crucial roles in health, ecology, and evolution. Yong vividly describes how these

microorganisms participate in symbiotic relationships, influence nutrient cycling, and contribute to

genetic diversity. The book's exploration of symbiosis, microbial ecology, and host-microbe interactions

is highly relevant for FRQs on ecology and biological systems.

5. The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time by Jonathan Weiner. Weiner chronicles the

groundbreaking research of Peter and Rosemary Grant on Darwin's finches on the Galápagos Islands.

He details their observations of natural selection in action, showcasing how environmental changes,

like droughts, can rapidly alter beak size and shape in a population. This narrative provides a powerful,

real-world example of evolutionary adaptation and genetic drift, key concepts for FRQ analysis.

6. In Defense of Plants: An American Field Guide to the Botany of Our Nation by Matt C. Brennan.

This accessible guide delves into the fascinating world of plants, exploring their diversity, ecological

roles, and evolutionary history. Brennan highlights key plant structures, processes like photosynthesis,

and their importance in ecosystems. It offers a solid understanding of plant biology, vital for FRQs

addressing topics like plant physiology, reproduction, and ecological interactions.



7. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala

Yousafzai. While not directly about biology, this memoir offers a powerful human element that can be

indirectly related to biological concepts such as resilience, adaptation to adversity, and the impact of

social and environmental factors on individual well-being. It implicitly touches upon human physiology

under stress and the societal implications of health and education.

8. The Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History by John M. Barry. This

comprehensive account of the 1918 influenza pandemic provides deep insights into viral evolution,

epidemiology, and the impact of disease on populations. Barry details the virus's spread, its effects on

the human body, and the societal responses. It offers a historical and biological context for

understanding infectious diseases, immunity, and public health, highly relevant for FRQs on disease

and population dynamics.

9. A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson. Bryson tackles a vast range of scientific topics,

from cosmology and geology to biology and anthropology, in an engaging and often humorous

manner. He simplifies complex scientific concepts, making them accessible to a broad audience. The

book's comprehensive overview of scientific discovery and the interconnectedness of different scientific

fields can provide a broader context for many AP Biology FRQ questions.
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