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Understanding AP Human Geography Unit 6: Cities,
Services, and Central Places

AP Human Geography Unit 6, focusing on Cities, Services, and Central Places, is a cornerstone of
the AP curriculum. This unit explores the intricate spatial relationships that define urban
environments and the economic activities that sustain them. Students will learn about the historical
development of cities, the various functions they perform, and the theoretical models used to explain
their distribution and hierarchical organization. A thorough grasp of these concepts is essential for
navigating the complexities of human settlements and their impact on the global landscape. The unit
examines how services are provided and organized within urban areas, and the theoretical
frameworks that explain the existence and spacing of settlements.



Key Concepts Covered in the AP Human Geography
Unit 6 Test

The AP Human Geography Unit 6 test rigorously assesses a student's understanding of several
interconnected concepts. These include the definition and classification of cities, the processes
driving urbanization, and the various economic sectors that define urban functions. Students are
expected to be familiar with different models of urban structure and the factors influencing their
development. Understanding the role of services, both producer and consumer, is also a critical
component. The concept of the urban hierarchy and the relationship between different-sized
settlements are frequently tested. Furthermore, knowledge of the Burgess Model, the Hoyt Model,
and the Multiple Nuclei Model is crucial for answering questions about urban spatial organization.

Urbanization and its Global Patterns

Urbanization, the increasing proportion of people living in urban areas, is a defining characteristic of
the modern world. Unit 6 explores the historical trends and contemporary patterns of urbanization
across different regions. This includes understanding the push and pull factors that contribute to
rural-to-urban migration, such as economic opportunities, better access to services, and social
amenities. The unit also examines the consequences of rapid urbanization, including infrastructure
development, housing shortages, and environmental challenges. Analyzing these patterns helps
students understand the differential rates of growth and the diverse characteristics of urban areas
globally.

The Functional Zones of Cities

Cities are not monolithic entities; they are comprised of distinct functional zones, each serving a
specific purpose. Unit 6 delves into these zones, such as the Central Business District (CBD),
transitional zones, industrial districts, and residential areas. Students learn about the economic
activities that dominate each zone, the land-use patterns, and the socio-economic characteristics of
the populations residing or working within them. Understanding the spatial distribution and
interaction of these zones is vital for comprehending urban morphology and the dynamics of urban
development. This includes analyzing the role of zoning laws and the impact of economic
globalization on urban land use.

Central Place Theory and its Applications

Central Place Theory, developed by Walter Christaller, is a fundamental concept in Unit 6 that
explains the size, location, and spacing of settlements based on the provision of goods and services.
The theory posits that settlements arise to provide goods and services to a surrounding market area,
or hinterland. Key concepts within this theory include the range (the maximum distance consumers
are willing to travel for a good or service) and the threshold (the minimum number of people needed
to support a business). Understanding the hexagonal model, which represents the most efficient



spatial arrangement of central places, is crucial for applying this theory. The theory helps explain
the hierarchical nature of settlements, with larger centers providing a wider range of specialized
services.

Range and Threshold in Central Place Theory

The concepts of range and threshold are central to understanding how central places function and
are spatially organized. The range defines the limit of a consumer's willingness to travel for a
particular good or service, while the threshold represents the minimum market size required for a
business to remain viable. These two factors, in combination, determine the size and spacing of
central places. For example, a small village might offer basic necessities with a low range and
threshold, while a large city would provide highly specialized services with a much larger range and
threshold. The interplay of these economic principles dictates the hierarchy of settlements.

The Hexagonal Model and Settlement Spacing

Christaller's hexagonal model illustrates an ideal arrangement of central places where each
settlement serves a surrounding hexagonal market area. This geometric pattern is considered the
most efficient in terms of minimizing transportation costs and ensuring accessibility. The model
demonstrates how settlements of different orders (hamlets, villages, towns, cities) would be spaced
to provide a comprehensive network of services to the population. While a simplification of real-
world urban patterns, the hexagonal model provides a valuable theoretical framework for analyzing
settlement hierarchies and the distribution of services in a region. Deviations from this model often
highlight specific geographic or economic factors influencing settlement patterns.

Urbanization and its Global Patterns

Unit 6 also scrutinizes the multifaceted phenomenon of urbanization, examining its causes,
consequences, and global variations. Students are expected to analyze the drivers behind the shift of
populations from rural to urban areas, including economic development, industrialization, and
changes in agricultural practices. The unit explores the demographic trends associated with
urbanization, such as population growth in cities and the resulting demographic transition.
Furthermore, it delves into the socio-economic and environmental impacts of rapid urbanization,
including issues like urban sprawl, gentrification, the development of megacities, and the challenges
of providing adequate infrastructure and services to growing urban populations. Understanding
these global patterns is key to appreciating the diverse urban landscapes worldwide.

Drivers of Urbanization

Several key drivers contribute to the accelerating pace of global urbanization. Economic
opportunities, particularly in the manufacturing and service sectors, act as a significant pull factor,
drawing people from rural areas in search of employment and higher incomes. Improvements in



transportation and communication technologies also facilitate migration and access to urban
centers. Additionally, social factors such as better access to education, healthcare, and cultural
amenities play a role. In some regions, environmental degradation or conflict in rural areas can also
contribute to displacement and migration to cities. These interconnected factors create a complex
web that propels urbanization forward.

Consequences of Urbanization

The rapid growth of cities, while often indicative of economic progress, brings about a host of
significant consequences, both positive and negative. On the positive side, urbanization can foster
innovation, economic growth, and cultural exchange. However, negative consequences are also
prevalent, including increased strain on infrastructure, housing shortages, overcrowding, and the
proliferation of informal settlements or slums. Environmental challenges such as pollution, resource
depletion, and the heat island effect are amplified in urban settings. Social issues like increased
crime rates, social inequality, and the potential for social unrest can also arise. Managing these
consequences effectively is a critical aspect of urban planning and policy-making.

The Functional Zones of Cities

A deep dive into the internal spatial structure of cities is a core component of AP Human Geography
Unit 6. Understanding the various functional zones within an urban area provides insight into how
cities are organized and how different economic activities are spatially segregated. These zones are
not static and can evolve over time due to economic, social, and technological changes. Key models
that describe these zones, such as the concentric zone model, the sector model, and the multiple
nuclei model, are essential for analysis. Recognizing the characteristics and interrelationships of
these zones is critical for answering questions related to urban land use and spatial organization.

Central Business District (CBD)

The Central Business District, or CBD, is typically the core of a city, characterized by high land
values, a concentration of commercial activities, and tall buildings. It serves as the primary center
for retail, business, and governmental functions. The CBD is often the most accessible part of the
city, with extensive transportation networks converging upon it. Land use in the CBD is
predominantly commercial and office space, with limited residential development due to high costs.
Its economic vitality and accessibility are crucial to the overall functioning of the urban area.
Understanding the factors that contribute to the CBD's location and dominance is a key learning
objective.

Residential and Industrial Zones

Beyond the CBD, cities are divided into various residential and industrial zones, each with distinct
characteristics. Residential zones are further classified based on socio-economic status, with higher-



income groups often residing in areas with more amenities and better infrastructure, while lower-
income groups may be concentrated in less desirable areas. Industrial zones are typically located on
the periphery of cities or along transportation corridors, such as rivers or railway lines, to minimize
environmental impact on residential areas and to facilitate the movement of goods. The spatial
relationship between residential and industrial zones often reflects historical development patterns
and current land-use planning policies. Analyzing the segregation of these zones provides insight
into social stratification within a city.

Challenges and Opportunities in Urban Development

Urban development presents a dual landscape of challenges and opportunities. As cities continue to
grow, they face pressing issues related to sustainability, infrastructure, housing, and social equity.
However, these challenges also create opportunities for innovation in urban planning, green
technologies, and the development of more resilient and inclusive urban environments.
Understanding how cities address issues like traffic congestion, affordable housing, and
environmental protection is a key focus. The unit also explores the concept of smart cities and how
technology can be leveraged to improve urban living. Examining case studies of successful and
struggling urban development provides valuable context for these discussions.

Sustainable Urban Planning

Sustainable urban planning is becoming increasingly critical as cities grapple with the
environmental and social impacts of growth. This involves strategies aimed at reducing a city's
ecological footprint, such as promoting public transportation, developing green spaces,
implementing waste reduction and recycling programs, and investing in renewable energy sources.
It also encompasses creating more equitable and livable cities, ensuring access to affordable
housing, healthcare, and education for all residents. The goal is to foster urban environments that
can thrive economically, socially, and environmentally for current and future generations. This often
involves integrated approaches to land use, transportation, and resource management.

Gentrification and Urban Renewal

Gentrification and urban renewal are complex processes that significantly alter the social and
physical landscapes of urban neighborhoods. Gentrification refers to the process where wealthier
individuals move into deteriorated urban neighborhoods, leading to an influx of investment, rising
property values, and the displacement of lower-income residents. Urban renewal projects often
involve the redevelopment of blighted areas, which can revitalize urban centers but also lead to the
displacement of existing communities. Understanding the causes, processes, and consequences of
these phenomena, including their impact on social equity and the character of neighborhoods, is a
key learning objective for Unit 6. These processes highlight the dynamic nature of urban change.



Examining AP Human Geography Unit 6 Test Formats

The AP Human Geography Unit 6 test, like the rest of the exam, typically consists of multiple-choice
questions and free-response questions (FRQs). Multiple-choice questions will assess your knowledge
of key terms, concepts, theories, and patterns related to cities, services, and central places. FRQs
will require you to apply your understanding to analyze geographic scenarios, interpret maps and
data, and construct well-supported arguments. Common FRQ topics may involve explaining aspects
of central place theory, analyzing urban land-use patterns, or discussing the impacts of urbanization.
Familiarity with these question formats and practice with timed responses are crucial for success.

Multiple-Choice Question Strategies

Effective strategies for tackling multiple-choice questions on the AP Human Geography Unit 6 test
include thorough preparation of key vocabulary and concepts. Read each question carefully,
identifying keywords and what is being asked. Eliminate obviously incorrect answer choices, which
can improve your odds even if you are unsure. Pay close attention to the stimulus material provided,
such as maps, charts, or satellite imagery, as it often contains vital clues. For questions involving
theories, recall the core principles and how they apply to different scenarios. Don't spend too much
time on any single question; mark it for review if necessary.

Free-Response Question (FRQ) Strategies

Success on AP Human Geography Free-Response Questions (FRQs) for Unit 6 hinges on clear
organization and application of knowledge. Begin by dissecting the prompt to understand exactly
what is being asked. Use a clear thesis statement in your response, directly addressing the prompt.
Structure your answer with well-defined paragraphs, each focusing on a specific aspect of the
question. Integrate relevant geographic terms, concepts, and theories naturally into your
explanations. When asked to analyze data or interpret a map, be specific in your observations and
explain their significance. Ensure you have directly answered all parts of the prompt. Practice
writing timed FRQs to build confidence and improve your ability to articulate your understanding
concisely.

Strategies for Effective AP Human Geography Unit 6
Test Preparation

To excel on the AP Human Geography Unit 6 test, a strategic approach to studying is essential. This
involves not only memorizing definitions but also understanding the relationships between concepts
and their real-world applications. Utilizing a variety of resources, such as textbooks, online
materials, and practice tests, can significantly enhance your preparation. Creating detailed notes,
flashcards, and concept maps can aid in retention. Active recall and spaced repetition are proven
methods for strengthening memory. Focusing on understanding the “why” behind geographic
phenomena, rather than just the “what,” will lead to a deeper and more applicable knowledge base.



Utilizing Study Guides and Practice Tests

Comprehensive study guides and practice tests are invaluable tools for AP Human Geography Unit 6
preparation. Study guides often break down complex topics into digestible sections, highlighting key
terms and essential concepts. Practice tests, on the other hand, simulate the actual exam
experience, allowing you to assess your current understanding, identify areas of weakness, and
become familiar with the question formats and time constraints. Working through these materials
systematically will help you gauge your readiness and refine your study plan. Pay close attention to
explanations for incorrect answers to learn from your mistakes.

Concept Mapping and Active Recall

Concept mapping is a powerful technique for visualizing the connections between different ideas
within Unit 6. By creating visual representations of how concepts like central place theory,
urbanization, and urban zones relate to each other, you can build a more holistic understanding.
Active recall, the process of retrieving information from memory without looking at notes, is equally
important. Regularly testing yourself on key terms, definitions, and the principles of theories will
strengthen your memory and ensure that you can readily access the information during the exam.
Combining these methods promotes deeper learning and better retention of complex geographic
concepts.

Locating AP Human Geography Unit 6 Test PDF
Resources

Accessing relevant study materials is crucial for preparing for the AP Human Geography Unit 6 test.
Many reputable educational websites and online platforms offer free AP Human Geography
resources, including sample tests, vocabulary lists, and detailed notes on Unit 6. Look for materials
provided by organizations like the College Board, the official administrator of AP exams, as these are
typically the most accurate and aligned with the curriculum. Searching for "AP Human Geography
Unit 6 practice test PDF" or "AP Human Geography Unit 6 vocabulary PDF" can help you find these
valuable resources. Be discerning about the source of your materials to ensure accuracy and
relevance.

Official College Board Resources

The College Board is the primary source for official AP Human Geography materials, including
curriculum frameworks, sample exam questions, and scoring guidelines. These resources are
meticulously designed to reflect the content and structure of the actual AP exam. Familiarizing
yourself with the College Board's AP Human Geography course and exam description is a
foundational step in your preparation. They often provide sample multiple-choice questions and free-
response questions that can be downloaded and used for practice. These official materials offer the
most accurate representation of what to expect on test day and are an indispensable part of a



comprehensive study plan.

Reputable Educational Websites

Beyond the College Board, numerous reputable educational websites offer supplementary AP Human
Geography resources. Many teachers and educational organizations create and share study guides,
lecture notes, and practice quizzes that can be highly beneficial. Websites focusing on AP exam
preparation often feature detailed explanations of Unit 6 concepts, including visual aids and practice
exercises. When selecting these resources, prioritize those that are clearly organized, factually
accurate, and align with the official AP curriculum. Websites offering past FRQs with sample
responses can be particularly useful for understanding scoring criteria and effective answer
construction.

Tips for Success on the AP Human Geography Unit 6
Exam

To maximize your performance on the AP Human Geography Unit 6 exam, a combination of diligent
study and smart test-taking strategies is key. Ensure you have a solid understanding of all the core
concepts, theories, and terminology covered in Unit 6. Practice applying these concepts to different
geographic contexts and scenarios. Manage your time effectively during the exam, allocating
sufficient time for both the multiple-choice section and the free-response questions. For FRQs, read
the prompts carefully and address all parts of the question. A calm and focused mindset will also
contribute to your overall success. Reviewing your notes and practicing with past exam questions
regularly will build confidence and familiarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key concepts typically covered in an AP Human
Geography Unit 6 (Industrialization and Economic
Development) test?
An AP Human Geography Unit 6 test usually focuses on the causes and consequences of
industrialization, different economic sectors (primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary, quinary),
models of economic development (e.g., Rostow's Stages, Wallerstein's World Systems Theory),
patterns of industrial location (e.g., Weber's model, Fordist vs. post-Fordist production),
globalization's impact on development, and the challenges faced by developing countries.

Where can I find a reliable AP Human Geography Unit 6 test
PDF for practice?
Reliable practice tests are often found on the official College Board website for AP courses, or



through reputable AP review book publishers. Some educators may also share practice materials
online, but always verify the source for accuracy and alignment with the current curriculum.

What are the major industrial location factors discussed in
Unit 6?
Key industrial location factors include proximity to raw materials, labor costs and availability,
market access, transportation infrastructure (ports, railways, highways), energy sources, and
government policies (incentives, regulations). Weber's model specifically analyzes the trade-offs
between transportation costs, labor costs, and agglomeration economies.

How does Rostow's Stages of Economic Growth relate to Unit 6
concepts?
Rostow's model outlines five stages of economic development that countries typically progress
through: Traditional Society, Preconditions for Take-off, Take-off, Drive to Maturity, and High Mass
Consumption. Unit 6 examines the industrialization process as a driver for a country moving through
these stages.

What is the difference between primary, secondary, and
tertiary economic activities, and how are they relevant to Unit
6?
Primary activities involve extraction of raw materials (agriculture, mining). Secondary activities
involve manufacturing and processing raw materials into goods. Tertiary activities involve providing
services. Unit 6 emphasizes the shift from primary to secondary and then tertiary economic
structures as countries industrialize and develop.

Explain the concept of globalization and its impact on
economic development as covered in Unit 6.
Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and populations
worldwide. In Unit 6, it's discussed in terms of how international trade, foreign direct investment
(FDI), and the movement of capital and labor can stimulate or hinder economic development, leading
to both benefits and challenges for different countries.

What are some common challenges faced by developing
countries in their industrialization efforts, as per Unit 6?
Developing countries often face challenges such as limited access to capital and technology,
inadequate infrastructure, political instability, corruption, reliance on primary commodity exports,
brain drain, and environmental concerns associated with rapid industrialization.

How does the concept of 'agglomeration' play a role in



industrial location decisions discussed in Unit 6?
Agglomeration refers to the clustering of businesses and industries in a specific geographic area.
This clustering can lead to economies of scale, shared infrastructure, specialized labor pools, and
knowledge spillovers, making the location more attractive for certain industries. Unit 6 explores how
agglomeration benefits influence industrial location.

What is the significance of the Industrial Revolution in the
context of AP Human Geography Unit 6?
The Industrial Revolution, starting in Great Britain in the late 18th century, is the foundational event
for Unit 6. It represents the shift from agrarian and handicraft economies to industrial and machine-
based manufacturing, fundamentally reshaping human settlement patterns, economic systems, and
global power dynamics.

Can you explain Wallerstein's World Systems Theory and its
relevance to Unit 6?
Wallerstein's World Systems Theory divides the world into core, semi-periphery, and periphery
countries. Core countries are dominant and exploit peripheral countries (often developing), which
supply raw materials and cheap labor. Semi-periphery countries have characteristics of both. Unit 6
uses this theory to analyze global economic inequalities and development patterns.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Unit 6 of AP Human Geography (often focusing on industrialization
and economic development), with descriptions:

1. The Wealth of Nations
This foundational text by Adam Smith explores the principles of capitalism and free markets,
examining how division of labor, self-interest, and competition drive economic growth and
prosperity. It lays the groundwork for understanding the historical development of industrial
economies and the forces that shape global trade and production. The book's insights into the
"invisible hand" continue to influence economic thought and policy.

2. Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Vol. 1
Karl Marx's seminal work analyzes the capitalist mode of production, focusing on the exploitation of
labor and the accumulation of capital. It delves into concepts like surplus value, alienation, and the
inherent contradictions within capitalism, providing a critical perspective on industrialization's
social and economic consequences. This book offers a powerful counterpoint to classical economic
theories, highlighting class struggle and systemic inequalities.

3. The Rise of the West: A History of the Human Community
William H. McNeill provides a sweeping global history, with significant sections dedicated to the
diffusion of industrial technologies and Western economic dominance. He traces how innovations
originating in Europe, particularly during the Industrial Revolution, spread and transformed
societies worldwide. The book offers a macro-level perspective on how economic and technological
advancements reshape human interactions and power structures.



4. Globalization and Its Discontents
Joseph E. Stiglitz critically examines the impacts of globalization, particularly the role of
international financial institutions and policies on developing countries. He argues that the current
model of globalization often exacerbates inequality and hinders sustainable development, especially
in post-industrial contexts. The book explores how economic integration can lead to uneven
outcomes and social unrest.

5. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson investigate the fundamental reasons behind economic
prosperity and poverty across nations. They argue that inclusive political and economic institutions
are the key drivers of long-term success, contrasting them with "extractive" institutions that benefit
a few. The book offers insights into how industrial development and economic policies are shaped by
institutional frameworks.

6. The Limits to Growth
Commissioned by the Club of Rome, this influential report uses computer modeling to explore the
potential consequences of continued exponential economic and population growth on a finite planet.
It raises critical questions about sustainability, resource depletion, and the environmental impact of
industrial societies. The book's findings spurred debates about ecological economics and the long-
term viability of current development models.

7. The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-first Century
Thomas L. Friedman argues that technological advancements and globalization have leveled the
playing field, creating new opportunities for individuals and businesses worldwide. He explores how
the interconnectedness of the digital age has transformed economies, production processes, and
global competition. The book provides a contemporary perspective on the evolving landscape of
global industrial and economic activity.

8. Industrial Society and Its Future
Theodore Kaczynski, also known as the Unabomber, presents a radical critique of modern industrial
society, arguing that technology and industrialization have led to the alienation and psychological
suffering of individuals. While highly controversial due to its author, the book's core arguments
touch on themes of technological determinism and the social costs of progress that are relevant to
discussions on the impact of industrialization. It questions the assumed benefits of technological
advancement.

9. The Ecology of Commerce
Paul Hawken advocates for a fundamental shift in business practices towards environmental
sustainability and ecological responsibility. He argues that current industrial and economic models
are inherently destructive to the planet and calls for businesses to become agents of environmental
restoration. The book offers a framework for understanding the environmental consequences of
industrial production and the potential for green economic models.
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