
ap literature multiple-choice pdf 2017
ap literature multiple-choice pdf 2017 is a search query that reflects the need of countless
students preparing for the AP Literature and Composition exam. This article aims to provide
comprehensive guidance and resources specifically for navigating the 2017 AP Literature multiple-
choice section, often sought after in PDF format. We will delve into the structure of the 2017 exam,
explore effective strategies for tackling the passages and questions, and discuss common pitfalls to
avoid. Furthermore, we will highlight the importance of practice with official materials and offer
insights into developing critical reading and analytical skills essential for success.
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Understanding the AP Literature Multiple-Choice
Format
The AP Literature and Composition exam's multiple-choice section is designed to assess a student's
ability to read and comprehend literary works, analyze their elements, and understand literary
history and context. Unlike the free-response questions, the multiple-choice portion requires
concise, evidence-based reasoning within a timed environment. The passages selected for the exam
are typically excerpts from novels, short stories, poems, and sometimes dramas, representing
diverse genres, time periods, and authors.

Students are expected to demonstrate proficiency in identifying tone, theme, literary devices,
character development, and author's purpose. The questions are not merely about recall; they
demand interpretation and critical thinking. Successfully answering these questions often hinges on
a deep understanding of literary analysis and the ability to make connections between textual
evidence and the question asked.



Analyzing the 2017 AP Literature Exam Structure
The 2017 AP Literature and Composition exam, like other years, featured a significant multiple-
choice section that accounted for 45% of the total exam score. This section comprised approximately
55 questions administered over 60 minutes. The passages used were carefully chosen to represent a
range of literary styles and complexities, testing students on their ability to engage with various
forms of prose and poetry. The 2017 exam would have included passages that tested understanding
of narrative voice, figurative language, character motivation, and the overall message conveyed by
the author.

The objective of this timed section is to gauge a student's reading comprehension and analytical
skills under pressure. Familiarity with the typical question types and passage formats presented in
past exams, including the 2017 administration, is crucial for effective preparation. Understanding
the weight of this section underscores its importance in achieving a strong overall AP score.

Passage Types in the 2017 AP Literature Multiple-Choice
The 2017 AP Literature multiple-choice section would have featured a variety of literary genres.
Typically, these include excerpts from novels, focusing on characterization, plot development, and
narrative technique. Poetry selections are also a staple, testing students' ability to interpret
figurative language, meter, rhyme scheme, and emotional content. Occasionally, dramatic excerpts
might be included, requiring an understanding of dialogue, stage directions, and character
interaction within a theatrical context. The selection of passages aims to be representative of the
broader literary landscape students encounter in their AP course.

Question Categories for the 2017 Exam
The questions associated with each passage in the 2017 AP Literature multiple-choice section fall
into several categories. These commonly include questions about:

Literal comprehension: Understanding the basic plot or information presented in the passage.

Figurative language: Identifying and interpreting metaphors, similes, personification, and
other figures of speech.

Tone and mood: Analyzing the author's attitude and the atmosphere created within the text.

Character analysis: Understanding character motivations, relationships, and development.

Author's purpose and theme: Identifying the underlying message or central idea of the
passage.

Structure and style: Examining how the author's choices in organization and language affect
meaning.

Literary devices: Recognizing and explaining the function of various literary techniques.



Strategies for Mastering AP Literature Multiple-Choice
Questions
Success on the AP Literature multiple-choice section, particularly for the 2017 exam materials,
requires a systematic approach. One of the most effective strategies is to read the passage actively,
engaging with the text by making mental notes or highlighting key elements. Before diving into the
questions, it's beneficial to get a general understanding of the passage's content, tone, and any
immediately apparent literary devices.

When approaching the questions, it's often advised to read the question stem first, then locate the
relevant part of the passage to find the answer. Eliminate obviously incorrect answer choices, which
can significantly increase your chances of selecting the correct one. Always ensure your chosen
answer is directly supported by textual evidence. Don't rely on personal opinions or assumptions; the
exam tests your ability to interpret the text as it is presented.

Active Reading Techniques for AP Literature
Active reading involves more than just scanning words on a page. For AP Literature, it means
engaging critically with the text. This can involve annotating the passage as you read, noting
recurring themes, unusual word choices, or the effect of specific literary devices. Consider the
narrator's perspective and reliability. Ask yourself questions about the characters' motivations and
the overall mood or tone. This deeper engagement allows for a more thorough understanding, which
is essential for accurately answering complex questions.

Effective Question Answering Strategies
When answering the multiple-choice questions, a strategic approach is paramount. First, ensure you
understand what the question is asking. Pay close attention to keywords in the question stem, such
as "most accurately," "primarily," or "suggests." Then, return to the passage to find evidence that
supports each potential answer. Process of elimination is a powerful tool; if you can definitively rule
out an answer choice because it's not supported by the text, do so. If you are unsure between two
options, reread the relevant section of the passage with both answers in mind to see which one
aligns best with the textual evidence. Avoid answers that are too broad, too narrow, or that
introduce information not present in the passage.

Key Skills for AP Literature Multiple-Choice Success
Developing strong analytical and interpretive skills is fundamental for excelling in the AP Literature
multiple-choice section. This involves not only understanding what literary devices are but also
recognizing their function and effect within a specific text. Students need to be adept at identifying
patterns in language, structure, and imagery, and understanding how these elements contribute to
the overall meaning and impact of the literary work.

Beyond recognizing literary techniques, a key skill is the ability to synthesize information from
different parts of a passage to form a coherent interpretation. This means connecting character
actions to their motivations, understanding how the setting influences the mood, or how figurative
language contributes to thematic development. The 2017 AP Literature exam, like others, would



have tested these higher-order thinking skills, requiring students to move beyond simple
identification to demonstrate a nuanced understanding of the text.

Vocabulary and Literary Terminology
A solid grasp of literary terminology is indispensable for the AP Literature multiple-choice section.
Terms like metaphor, simile, irony, foreshadowing, allusion, diction, syntax, and theme are
frequently tested. Students should not only know the definitions of these terms but also be able to
identify them in context and explain their significance to the passage's meaning. A robust vocabulary
will also aid in understanding the nuances of the answer choices presented, helping to distinguish
between subtly different interpretations.

Critical Reading and Interpretation
Critical reading goes beyond comprehension; it involves evaluating the text and forming reasoned
judgments. For AP Literature, this means actively questioning the author's choices, considering the
historical and cultural context of the work (where applicable), and understanding how different
interpretations can arise from the same text. The 2017 AP Literature multiple-choice questions often
probed these deeper levels of understanding, asking students to infer meaning, analyze authorial
intent, and assess the impact of specific literary techniques. Practicing with a variety of texts and
engaging in critical discussion can hone these interpretation skills.

Resources for Practicing AP Literature Multiple-Choice
PDFs
Accessing official practice materials is paramount for effective preparation for the AP Literature
multiple-choice section. The College Board, the organization responsible for administering the AP
exams, is the primary source for authentic practice questions. While the specific 2017 exam is no
longer administered, past exams or released questions from that period are invaluable for
familiarizing oneself with the style and difficulty of the multiple-choice section. Searching for "AP
Literature multiple-choice pdf 2017" can lead to these official resources.

Beyond College Board materials, reputable AP prep books and online resources often provide
practice questions that mirror the format and rigor of the actual exam. These resources can offer
additional passages, question types, and explanations of correct answers. Consistent practice with a
variety of passages and question styles will build confidence and improve performance on the exam
day. Analyzing the provided answer explanations is as important as attempting the questions
themselves, as it clarifies reasoning and reinforces learning.

Utilizing Official College Board Materials
The most reliable source for practice questions is the College Board itself. They periodically release
past exam questions, including multiple-choice sections, which offer the most accurate
representation of what students can expect on the exam. Searching for "AP Literature multiple-
choice pdf 2017" might lead to archived versions of the exam or specific question sets from that



year. These official materials are essential for understanding the test's structure, question
complexity, and the types of literary passages used.

Supplementary Practice Resources
While official materials are key, a variety of supplementary resources can also enhance preparation.
Many well-regarded AP review books include practice tests and question banks that are designed to
mimic the AP Literature exam. Online platforms dedicated to AP studies may also offer practice
quizzes and simulated exams. When using these resources, it's important to verify their credibility
and ensure they align with current AP curriculum standards and the stylistic nuances of past exams
like the 2017 administration. The goal is to gain exposure to a wide range of literary excerpts and
question formats.

Common Challenges in AP Literature Multiple-Choice
and How to Overcome Them
One of the most significant challenges students face in the AP Literature multiple-choice section is
time management. With only 60 minutes to complete approximately 55 questions, rushing through
passages or spending too much time on a single question can be detrimental. To overcome this,
practicing with timed sections is crucial. Develop a strategy for pacing yourself, perhaps allocating a
set amount of time per passage and its associated questions.

Another common difficulty is misinterpreting figurative language or the author's intent. This can be
addressed by continuously building your knowledge of literary devices and practicing how they
function within different contexts. When unsure, always return to the passage and look for direct
textual evidence to support your answer choice. Avoid making assumptions or bringing outside
knowledge that isn't directly relevant to the specific excerpt.

Time Management Strategies
Effective time management is critical for success in the AP Literature multiple-choice section. A
common strategy is to allocate roughly one minute per question, including reading time for the
passage. However, some passages may be denser or more complex, requiring a bit more time. It's
helpful to establish a routine: read the passage, briefly survey the questions, then tackle them
systematically. If a question proves particularly challenging, consider marking it and returning to it
later if time permits, rather than getting bogged down. Practicing with full timed sections will help
you develop a personal pacing strategy.

Dealing with Difficult Passages and Questions
Some literary passages on the AP exam can be challenging due to their age, complexity, or
unfamiliar vocabulary. When encountering such a passage, focus on understanding the main idea,
the narrator's perspective, and any prominent literary devices. Break down complex sentences and
pay attention to word choice. For difficult questions, reread the question carefully and then scour
the passage for precise textual evidence that supports or refutes each answer choice. Often, the



correct answer is supported by specific phrases or sentences within the excerpt, while incorrect
options may be partially correct but not fully supported, or introduce irrelevant concepts.

The Role of Literary Devices in the 2017 AP Literature
Multiple-Choice
Literary devices are the building blocks of literary analysis, and the 2017 AP Literature multiple-
choice section would have heavily tested students' ability to identify and understand their function.
Devices such as metaphor, simile, personification, imagery, symbolism, and irony are not merely
decorative; they serve to convey meaning, evoke emotion, and shape the reader's experience.
Questions often ask students to identify a specific device within a passage and then explain its effect
on the passage's tone, theme, or character development.

A thorough understanding of how various devices work in concert is also important. For instance,
how does the author's use of imagery contribute to the overall mood? How does the diction
employed by a character reveal their personality or social standing? The ability to connect these
specific textual elements to broader literary concepts is a hallmark of strong performance on this
section.

Identifying and Analyzing Figurative Language
Figurative language is central to the AP Literature multiple-choice section. This includes
understanding the nuances of metaphors, similes, and personification, and how they create deeper
meaning beyond the literal. For example, a question might present a metaphorical comparison and
ask what the comparison suggests about the subject. Similarly, analyzing the impact of
symbolism—where an object or idea represents something else—is a frequent task. Students should
be prepared to explain not just what a device is, but what it does within the text.

Understanding Tone, Mood, and Diction
Tone and mood are critical components that are often assessed through multiple-choice questions.
Tone refers to the author's attitude toward their subject matter, conveyed through their word
choices (diction) and sentence structure (syntax). Mood, on the other hand, is the atmosphere or
feeling evoked in the reader. Questions might ask students to identify the author's tone in a
particular passage or describe the mood created by the descriptive language. Close attention to
word choice is key here, as specific adjectives, adverbs, and verbs often reveal the author's intent
and shape the reader's emotional response.

Maximizing Your Score on the AP Literature Multiple-
Choice Section
To maximize your score on the AP Literature multiple-choice section, consistent and focused
practice is essential. This involves not only working through practice questions but also carefully
reviewing your performance. Understand why you got certain questions wrong; was it a



misunderstanding of a literary term, misinterpretation of the passage, or a careless error? Use these
insights to guide your further study.

Beyond practice, developing strong analytical reading habits throughout the year will pay dividends.
Engage actively with the literature you read for class, practicing the same skills required for the
exam: identifying literary devices, analyzing character, and understanding theme. Building this
foundation over time will make the targeted preparation for the multiple-choice section much more
effective.

The Importance of Consistent Practice
Consistency is key when preparing for any standardized test, and the AP Literature multiple-choice
section is no exception. Regularly engaging with practice passages and questions helps to reinforce
learned concepts, improve reading speed and comprehension, and build confidence. Aim to complete
practice sets on a consistent schedule, treating each one as a mini-exam to simulate the actual test
environment. This regular exposure ensures that the skills required remain sharp and readily
accessible on exam day.

Reviewing and Learning from Mistakes
Merely completing practice questions is not enough; the most crucial step is to thoroughly review
your answers, especially the ones you got incorrect. For each wrong answer, revisit the passage and
identify precisely why your chosen option was incorrect and why the correct answer is the best
choice. This might involve re-examining specific lines, clarifying your understanding of a literary
term, or re-evaluating the author's intent. This reflective process transforms practice into genuine
learning, directly addressing areas of weakness and solidifying understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a reputable AP Literature multiple-choice
PDF from 2017?
While official College Board released AP exam materials are often behind paywalls or accessible
through specific accounts, you might find older practice exams from reputable educational websites
or AP prep book publishers. Be cautious of unofficial sources that may not be accurate or
comprehensive.

What are the key skills tested in the AP Literature multiple-
choice section, particularly for the 2017 exam?
The AP Literature multiple-choice section primarily assesses your ability to read and analyze literary
texts. Key skills include identifying literary devices (figurative language, imagery, symbolism),
understanding characterization, analyzing plot and structure, interpreting theme, and recognizing
the author's tone and purpose.



How does the passage selection in the 2017 AP Literature
exam compare to current exams?
While the core skills remain consistent, the specific types and difficulty of the passages can vary
year to year. The 2017 exam likely featured a range of prose and poetry from different periods and
styles, which is still a hallmark of the AP Literature exam. It's beneficial to practice with a variety of
passage types.

What is the recommended strategy for tackling AP Literature
multiple-choice questions?
A common strategy is to read the passage carefully first, annotating for key elements. Then, read
each question and its options. Eliminate obviously incorrect answers before selecting the best fit.
Pay close attention to the wording of the questions and the nuances in the answer choices.

Are there specific types of questions I should focus on when
practicing with a 2017 AP Literature PDF?
It's wise to focus on questions that test your understanding of literary terms, your ability to infer
meaning from context, and your skill in identifying the author's craft. Questions about tone, diction,
syntax, and the overall effect of literary elements are particularly important.

How can I best utilize a 2017 AP Literature multiple-choice
PDF for my studies?
Use the PDF as a diagnostic tool to identify your strengths and weaknesses. Take the practice test
under timed conditions to simulate the actual exam. Afterward, meticulously review your answers,
understanding why you got certain questions wrong and reinforcing why the correct answer is right.

What are the typical time constraints for the AP Literature
multiple-choice section, and does the 2017 exam differ?
The AP Literature multiple-choice section typically has a time limit of 55 minutes for approximately
55 questions. This format has been consistent for many years, including the 2017 exam, so
practicing within this timeframe is crucial.

Are there any particularly challenging literary devices or
concepts that were heavily featured in the 2017 AP Literature
multiple-choice section?
While challenging concepts can vary, questions often delve into nuanced understanding of tone,
author's attitude, the function of specific literary devices (like irony or paradox), and the overall
thematic development within a passage. Practicing with explanations of answers can help clarify
these.



Besides practice PDFs, what other resources can help me
prepare for the AP Literature multiple-choice section, using
the 2017 exam as a reference point?
Utilize official College Board resources, reputable AP prep books (like Barron's, Princeton Review,
etc.), and online study guides. Engaging with a variety of texts and discussing them with peers or a
teacher can also significantly improve your comprehension and analytical skills.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to AP Literature multiple-choice strategies and themes, with
descriptions:

1. Interpreting the Bard: A Guide to Shakespearean Analysis
This book delves into the common literary devices and thematic complexities found in Shakespeare's
plays, a frequent subject on AP Literature exams. It offers strategies for dissecting soliloquies,
understanding character motivations, and identifying key motifs. Students will learn to approach
Shakespearean passages with confidence, recognizing patterns that are often tested.

2. The Art of the Essay: Mastering AP Literature Argumentation
Focusing on the essay portion of the AP Literature exam, this guide provides a framework for
constructing effective arguments. It covers thesis development, evidence integration, and
sophisticated analysis of literary works. Readers will find practical advice on how to respond to
prompts and showcase their understanding of literary theory.

3. Figurative Language Fundamentals: Decoding Poetic Devices
This resource is dedicated to demystifying the often-challenging world of poetic language. It explains
and illustrates various figurative devices such as metaphor, simile, personification, and symbolism,
crucial for AP Literature analysis. The book offers exercises to help students identify and interpret
these elements in poetry and prose.

4. Literary Movements and Modern Masters: A Survey for AP Students
This book provides an accessible overview of major literary movements, from Romanticism to
Postmodernism, and the key authors associated with them. Understanding these contexts is vital for
contextualizing texts on the AP exam. It highlights influential works and characteristic styles that
often appear in multiple-choice questions.

5. Characterization and Conflict: Unpacking Literary Dynamics
This title explores the intricate ways authors develop characters and the conflicts that drive
narrative. It breaks down different types of characterization (direct and indirect) and conflict
(internal and external). The book equips students with the tools to analyze character arcs and
thematic implications of plot.

6. Thematic Resonance: Finding Meaning in Literary Texts
This guide emphasizes the process of identifying and analyzing themes within literary works, a core
skill for AP Literature. It offers systematic approaches to uncovering recurring ideas and their
significance. Readers will learn how to connect textual evidence to broader universal truths and
authorial intent.



7. Narrative Voice and Point of View: Shaping the Reader's Experience
This book examines how an author's choice of narrator and perspective significantly impacts a story.
It differentiates between first-person, third-person limited, and omniscient narration, and explores
the effects of unreliable narrators. Understanding these techniques is essential for a thorough
analysis of how meaning is constructed.

8. Symbolism and Allegory: Decoding Deeper Meanings
This resource focuses on uncovering the layers of meaning that authors embed in their work through
symbolism and allegory. It provides methods for identifying symbolic patterns and understanding
allegorical narratives. The book helps students move beyond literal interpretations to grasp the
deeper philosophical or moral messages.

9. Reading Comprehension Strategies for AP Literature
Designed to bolster performance on the AP Literature multiple-choice section, this book offers
targeted strategies for efficient and accurate reading. It covers techniques for active reading,
identifying main ideas, and understanding complex sentence structures. The guide aims to improve
speed and accuracy in tackling a passage.
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