articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key

articles of confederation 1777 worksheet answer key is an essential resource for students and educators
studying the early governance framework of the United States. This article provides detailed insights and
explanations to help users accurately complete worksheets related to the Articles of Confederation, adopted
in 1777. Understanding the Articles is crucial for grasping the foundation of American political history and
the challenges faced by the fledgling nation. This answer key not only clarifies the structure and purpose
of the Articles but also highlights their strengths and weaknesses. Additionally, it covers the historical
context and impact on the later development of the U.S. Constitution. Readers will find comprehensive
answers to common worksheet questions, aiding in both teaching and learning. The following sections will

explore the background, key features, weaknesses, and legacy of the Articles of Confederation.

Historical Context of the Articles of Confederation

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

Weaknesses and Challenges Under the Articles

Significance and Legacy of the Articles of Confederation

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Historical Context of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were drafted in 1777 during the American Revolutionary War as the first
constitution of the United States. They were created to unify the thirteen colonies under a central

government while preserving state sovereignty. This historical context is critical for understanding why
the Articles emphasized a weak central authority. The Continental Congress sought to coordinate the war

effort and manage diplomatic relations without imposing too much power on any single entity.

Creation and Ratification Process

The drafting of the Articles began in 1776, led by a committee appointed by the Second Continental
Congress. The document was completed in 1777 but required unanimous approval from all thirteen states
to become effective. Ratification was a lengthy process, with Maryland being the last state to ratify in 1781.
This delay reflected ongoing debates about land claims and the balance of power between states and the

national government.



Political Climate During Adoption

At the time of adoption, the colonies were wary of centralized authority due to their recent experience
with British rule. The Articles reflected this distrust by granting limited powers to the national
government. The political climate was one of cautious cooperation, emphasizing state independence while

creating a framework for collective action.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation established a confederal system, where the central government had
restricted powers, and the states retained most authority. The document outlined the structure and
functions of the national government, which consisted primarily of a unicameral legislature known as the

Congress of the Confederation.

Structure of Government

The government under the Articles included only one branch: the legislative branch. Congress held the
authority to make decisions on behalf of the states, but there was no executive branch to enforce laws or a

judiciary to interpret them. Each state had one vote in Congress, regardless of its size or population.

Powers Granted to Congress

The Articles granted Congress several key powers, including the ability to declare war, conduct foreign
affairs, make treaties, and manage relations with Native American tribes. Congress could also request funds
and troops from the states but lacked the authority to impose taxes directly. These powers were limited

compared to the later U.S. Constitution.

State Sovereignty and Responsibilities

Under the Articles, states retained sovereignty over their own affairs. They were responsible for enforcing
laws, maintaining militias, and funding the national government upon request. This arrangement

emphasized a loose union, prioritizing state independence over national unity.

Weaknesses and Challenges Under the Articles

Despite its historic significance, the Articles of Confederation had notable weaknesses that hindered
effective governance. These limitations became apparent during the post-war period, leading to calls for

reform.



Lack of Taxation Power

One of the most critical weaknesses was Congress’s inability to levy taxes. The national government
depended on voluntary contributions from states, which were often insufficient to fund operations or pay

debts. This created financial instability and undermined the government’s credibility.

Absence of Executive and Judicial Branches

Without an executive branch, there was no centralized leadership to enforce laws or coordinate policies.
The lack of a national judiciary meant disputes between states or interpreting federal laws were

unresolved. This absence weakened the government’s effectiveness and authority.

Difficulty Passing Laws and Amendments

The Articles required a supermajority of nine states to pass major laws and unanimous consent to amend
the document. This high threshold made legislative progress slow and difficult, especially given the

diverse interests of the states.

Interstate Disputes and Economic Problems

States often acted independently, imposing tariffs on each other and competing economically. The weak
central government could not regulate commerce or resolve conflicts effectively, leading to economic

disarray and political tension.

Significance and Legacy of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation laid the groundwork for American federalism and highlighted the need for a
stronger national government. Although ultimately replaced by the U.S. Constitution, the Articles

provided valuable lessons and a transitional government during a critical period.

Role in American Independence

The Articles helped unify the states during the Revolutionary War, providing a framework for
cooperation. They facilitated diplomacy and military coordination, contributing to the eventual success of

the independence movement.



Influence on the U.S. Constitution

The shortcomings of the Articles prompted the Constitutional Convention of 1787. The new Constitution
addressed the weaknesses by creating a stronger federal government with separate executive, legislative,
and judicial branches. Many principles from the Articles, such as state representation, influenced the new

system.

Educational Importance

The Articles of Confederation remain a vital subject in American history education. Worksheets and
answer keys focusing on this topic help students understand early governance challenges and the evolution

of American democracy.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Worksheets on the Articles of Confederation often include questions about its purpose, features, and
limitations. The following list provides typical questions along with concise answers to assist educators and

learners.

1. What was the main purpose of the Articles of Confederation?

To create a unified government for the thirteen states while preserving their independence.

2. When were the Articles of Confederation adopted?
They were adopted by the Continental Congress in 1777 and ratified by all states by 1781.

3. What type of government did the Articles establish?

A confederation with a weak central government and strong state governments.

4. Why was the national government under the Articles considered weak?

Because it lacked power to tax, enforce laws, or regulate commerce.

5. How many branches of government existed under the Articles?

Only one: the legislative branch (Congress).



6. What was required to amend the Articles?

Unanimous approval of all thirteen states.

7. What problems did the lack of a national judiciary cause?

It made resolving disputes between states difficult and inconsistent.

8. How did the Articles influence the U.S. Constitution?

They highlighted the need for a stronger federal government and inspired the creation of the

Constitution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation in 17777

The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a unified government framework for

the thirteen American colonies during and after the Revolutionary War.

When were the Articles of Confederation officially ratified?

The Articles of Confederation were officially ratified in 1781.

What type of government did the Articles of Confederation create?

The Articles of Confederation created a weak central government with most powers retained by the

individual states.

Why did the Articles of Confederation fail to create a strong federal

government?

The Articles failed to create a strong federal government because they gave Congress limited powers, such

as no power to tax or regulate commerce, and required unanimous consent for amendments.

How were disputes between states addressed under the Articles of



Confederation?

Disputes between states were to be resolved by Congress acting as a mediator under the Articles of

Confederation.

What were some powers granted to Congress under the Articles of
Confederation?

Congress had the power to declare war, make peace, negotiate with foreign countries, and manage relations

with Native American tribes.

‘What was a major weakness of the Articles of Confederation regarding
taxation?

A major weakness was that Congress had no authority to impose taxes; it could only request funds from the

states, which often ignored these requests.

How did the Articles of Confederation affect the ability to raise an army?

Under the Articles, Congress could request troops from states but could not directly raise or maintain a

national army.

What document replaced the Articles of Confederation and why?

The U.S. Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in 1789 to create a stronger federal

government with more centralized powers.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding the Articles of Confederation: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides a detailed overview of the Articles of Confederation, explaining its creation, purpose,
and impact on early American governance. It includes worksheets, answer keys, and study aids designed
for students and educators to deepen their understanding of this foundational document. The text also

explores the challenges and limitations that led to the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

2. The Articles of Confederation: Origins and Implications

Focusing on the historical context of the Articles of Confederation, this book examines the political and
social factors that influenced its development in 1777. Through engaging worksheets and answer keys,
readers can test their knowledge and grasp the significance of the Articles in shaping the United States'

early government framework.



3. American Government Foundations: The Articles of Confederation Worksheet Companion

Designed as a classroom resource, this companion book offers a variety of worksheets and answer keys
related to the Articles of Confederation. It helps students analyze the document's strengths and weaknesses
and understand its role in American history. Teachers will find it useful for structuring lessons around this

pivotal period.

4. From Confederation to Constitution: Teaching Tools and Worksheets

This resource bridges the gap between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution, providing
worksheets and answer keys that facilitate a comparative study. It guides readers through the transition
from a weak central government to a stronger federal system, highlighting key historical events and

compromises.

5. The Struggle for Unity: Articles of Confederation Educational Workbook
Aimed at middle and high school students, this workbook includes engaging activities, quizzes, and answer
keys focused on the Articles of Confederation. It encourages critical thinking about the difficulties faced by

the early United States in achieving political unity and effective governance.

6. Exploring Early American Government: Articles of Confederation Lesson Plans and Worksheets
This book is a comprehensive collection of lesson plans, worksheets, and answer keys designed for educators
teaching the Articles of Confederation. It provides historical background, discussion questions, and

assessment tools to help students understand the document’s significance and shortcomings.

7. The Articles of Confederation in Practice: A Historical Worksheet Guide
Offering a practical approach, this guide uses worksheets and answer keys to analyze how the Articles of
Confederation functioned in real governance situations. Readers can explore case studies and historical

scenarios that illustrate the challenges faced under the Confederation government.

8. Founding Documents and Early American Politics: Articles of Confederation Edition
This book presents the Articles of Confederation alongside related founding documents, supported by
worksheets and answer keys for in-depth study. It situates the Articles within the broader context of early

American political thought and constitutional development.

9. Critical Thinking and the Articles of Confederation: Worksheet Answer Key Edition
Focusing on critical thinking skills, this book provides detailed answer keys for worksheets related to the
Articles of Confederation. It encourages students to evaluate the document’s effectiveness and the reasons

behind its eventual replacement, fostering a deeper understanding of American history.
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