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key
articles of confederation worksheet answer key serves as an essential resource for educators
and students studying the formative period of American government. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to understanding the Articles of Confederation, highlighting key concepts and
typical questions found on educational worksheets. By exploring the context, structure, and
limitations of the Articles, the answer key aids in clarifying common points of confusion and
reinforcing critical historical knowledge. It also offers detailed explanations to help learners grasp the
significance of this first constitution and its impact on the development of the United States. For those
preparing for tests or seeking to deepen their understanding, this article covers the main topics
usually addressed in worksheets related to the Articles of Confederation. Below is a structured
overview of the content that follows, ensuring a thorough exploration of this foundational document.

Understanding the Articles of Confederation

Key Provisions and Structure

Major Weaknesses of the Articles

Impact on Early American Government

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Understanding the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation were the first constitution of the United States, ratified in 1781. They
established a national government during the Revolutionary War period and created a framework for
the thirteen states to operate under a unified, yet loosely connected, political system. This section
explains the historical background and the purpose behind adopting the Articles, which aimed to
balance state sovereignty with a central governing authority.

Historical Context and Adoption
Following independence from Britain, the newly formed states needed a governing document to
outline their relationship and collective governance. The Articles of Confederation were drafted in
1777 and ratified by all states by 1781, serving as America’s first national constitution. The document
reflected the colonists’ fear of centralized power, a reaction to British rule, which influenced its
emphasis on state autonomy.



Goals of the Articles
The primary goal was to unite the states under a common government while preserving their
independence. This confederation system aimed to coordinate defense, foreign affairs, and economic
policies without creating a strong central government that could infringe on individual state rights.

Key Provisions and Structure
The Articles of Confederation created a unicameral legislature known as the Congress of the
Confederation, where each state had one vote regardless of size. This section details the
organizational structure and important clauses that defined the powers and restrictions of the central
government under the Articles.

Legislative Body and Voting
The Congress was the sole body of national government, with representatives appointed by state
legislatures. Each state had equal representation with one vote, ensuring that no single state could
dominate the decision-making process. This arrangement underscored the emphasis on state
equality.

Enumerated Powers
The Articles granted Congress several specific powers, including:

Conducting foreign diplomacy and treaties

Maintaining an army and navy

Coining and borrowing money

Resolving disputes between states

Managing relations with Native American tribes

However, Congress lacked authority to impose taxes or regulate commerce, which severely limited its
effectiveness.

Major Weaknesses of the Articles
The Articles of Confederation contained significant weaknesses that hindered the ability of the
national government to function effectively. This section outlines the primary limitations that led to
calls for a stronger federal system and eventually the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.



Lack of Taxation Power
One of the most critical flaws was Congress’s inability to levy taxes directly on citizens. Instead, it
relied on voluntary contributions from states, which were often insufficient to fund government
operations or pay war debts.

No Central Executive or Judicial Branch
The Articles did not provide for an executive branch to enforce laws or a national judiciary to interpret
them. This absence resulted in weak enforcement of policies and unresolved disputes, undermining
national cohesion.

Unanimous Consent for Amendments
Amendments to the Articles required the unanimous approval of all thirteen states, making it nearly
impossible to address structural problems or adapt to changing circumstances.

Impact on Early American Government
Despite its shortcomings, the Articles of Confederation played a crucial role in the early governance of
the United States. This section discusses the legacy and influence of the Articles on the country’s
political development and the transition toward the Constitution.

Facilitating War and Diplomacy
The Articles enabled coordination during the Revolutionary War, allowing the Continental Congress to
manage military efforts and negotiate treaties, including the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which ended the
conflict.

Highlighting the Need for Reform
The practical challenges experienced under the Articles demonstrated the necessity for a stronger
federal government, leading to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. The weaknesses exposed by
the Articles informed the drafting of the new Constitution, which created a more balanced distribution
of power.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key
Worksheets on the Articles of Confederation often focus on testing knowledge of the document’s
features, weaknesses, and historical context. This section provides typical questions and detailed
answers to assist in study and assessment preparation.



Sample Questions

What was the main purpose of the Articles of Confederation?1.

How many votes did each state have in Congress under the Articles?2.

Identify at least three powers granted to Congress by the Articles of Confederation.3.

What were the major weaknesses of the Articles?4.

Why was unanimous consent required to amend the Articles?5.

Answer Key

The main purpose was to establish a unified national government for the newly independent1.
states while preserving state sovereignty.

Each state had one vote in the Congress of the Confederation, regardless of population or size.2.

Congress could conduct foreign affairs, maintain an army and navy, coin money, resolve3.
disputes between states, and manage relations with Native American tribes.

Major weaknesses included the inability to tax, lack of an executive and judicial branch, and the4.
requirement of unanimous consent for amendments.

Unanimous consent was required to protect state sovereignty and prevent any changes that5.
could diminish individual state powers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of an Articles of Confederation worksheet
answer key?
An Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key provides correct answers and explanations to help
students check their understanding of the Articles of Confederation.

Where can I find a reliable Articles of Confederation
worksheet answer key?
Reliable answer keys can often be found on educational websites, teacher resource platforms, or in
the teacher's edition of history textbooks.



What are some common topics covered in an Articles of
Confederation worksheet?
Common topics include the structure of government under the Articles, its strengths and weaknesses,
key historical events, and the reasons for its eventual replacement by the U.S. Constitution.

How can using an Articles of Confederation worksheet answer
key improve learning?
Using an answer key allows students to verify their responses, understand mistakes, and reinforce
their knowledge about the Articles of Confederation.

Does the Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key
explain why the Articles were replaced?
Yes, most answer keys include explanations about the weaknesses of the Articles and why they led to
the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

Are there digital versions of Articles of Confederation
worksheet answer keys available?
Yes, many educational websites and online platforms offer downloadable or interactive answer keys in
digital formats.

Can I use an Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key
for test preparation?
Absolutely, reviewing the answer key can help students prepare for exams by ensuring they
understand key concepts related to the Articles of Confederation.

What should I do if my worksheet answers do not match the
answer key?
If answers differ, review the related content carefully, consult your teacher, or cross-reference with
reputable history sources to clarify any misunderstandings.

Additional Resources
1. The Articles of Confederation: Primary Source Documents and Analysis
This book provides a comprehensive collection of primary source documents related to the Articles of
Confederation, including the original text and contemporary commentary. It also offers an analysis of
the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles, helping students understand the challenges faced by
the early United States government. The included worksheets and answer keys make it a valuable
resource for educators.

2. Understanding the Articles of Confederation: A Student Workbook



Designed for middle and high school students, this workbook breaks down the Articles of
Confederation into manageable sections. It features guided questions, activities, and an answer key
to reinforce learning. The workbook helps students grasp why the Articles were created, their
limitations, and their role in American history.

3. The Road to the Constitution: From the Articles of Confederation to the U.S. Constitution
This book traces the historical journey from the adoption of the Articles of Confederation to the
drafting of the U.S. Constitution. It explains the political and economic issues that led to the Articles'
failure and the subsequent Constitutional Convention. Supplementary materials include worksheets
and answer keys for classroom use.

4. Articles of Confederation and the Early Republic: Lesson Plans and Activities
Perfect for educators, this guide offers detailed lesson plans and classroom activities centered on the
Articles of Confederation. It includes worksheets designed to test students’ understanding, complete
with answer keys. The book emphasizes critical thinking about early American governance.

5. The Confederation Period: Government and Challenges
This text delves into the period when the Articles of Confederation were in effect, highlighting the
political, economic, and social challenges of the time. It provides context for why the Articles
ultimately gave way to the Constitution. Included are review questions and answer keys to support
student assessment.

6. Exploring Early American Government: Articles of Confederation Edition
This interactive workbook explores the foundation of the United States government under the Articles
of Confederation. With engaging questions, maps, and charts, students can better understand the
document’s impact. The answer key helps teachers quickly evaluate student responses.

7. The Articles of Confederation Explained: A Teacher’s Guide
Aimed at educators, this guide breaks down the Articles of Confederation and includes strategies for
teaching the material effectively. It offers worksheets with answer keys for quizzes and classroom
exercises. The book also suggests discussion topics to deepen student comprehension.

8. From Confederation to Constitution: Worksheets and Study Guides
This resource provides a series of worksheets and study guides that focus on the transition from the
Articles of Confederation to the Constitution. Each section includes an answer key to facilitate self-
study or classroom grading. It’s ideal for reinforcing key concepts and historical events.

9. The Legacy of the Articles of Confederation: An Educational Companion
This companion book examines the legacy and historical significance of the Articles of Confederation
within the broader narrative of American history. It includes critical thinking exercises and worksheet
answer keys designed to engage students in analysis. The book is a useful supplement for history
courses covering early U.S. governance.
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