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call it courage book pdf offers readers a convenient and accessible way to explore this classic
novel by Armstrong Sperry. This book, originally published in 1940, has captivated generations with
its inspiring story of bravery, self-discovery, and adventure set in the South Pacific. The availability of
the call it courage book pdf allows students, educators, and literary enthusiasts to easily access the
text for study and enjoyment. This article delves into the significance of the book, its major themes,
plot overview, and how to find legitimate copies of the call it courage book pdf. Additionally, it
examines the educational value of the text and tips for using the PDF format effectively. Whether for
academic purposes or personal reading, understanding the context and content of call it courage
book pdf enhances the overall experience. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the key
sections covered in this article.
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Overview of Call It Courage
Call It Courage is a renowned children’s novel written by Armstrong Sperry. Set in the South Pacific
Islands, the story explores the journey of a young boy named Mafatu who struggles with his fear of
the sea. The book vividly portrays Polynesian culture and the natural environment, making it a
valuable piece of literature for both young readers and adults. The call it courage book pdf version
serves as a practical format for accessing this literary work digitally, preserving its narrative and
illustrations in an easy-to-read form. The novel won the Newbery Medal in 1941, highlighting its
critical acclaim and enduring popularity.

Author Background
Armstrong Sperry was an American author and illustrator known for his adventure stories and detailed
depictions of island life. His experience living in the Pacific Islands informed the rich cultural and
environmental descriptions found in Call It Courage. The call it courage book pdf captures his unique
storytelling style and artistic illustrations, which contribute to the immersive reading experience.



Historical Context
Published during the early 20th century, Call It Courage reflects the era’s interest in exploration and
understanding of different cultures. The book’s portrayal of courage and personal growth resonates
with universal themes, making it relevant to readers across generations. The call it courage book pdf
helps preserve this historical context in a digital format accessible worldwide.

Plot Summary and Main Characters
The story centers on Mafatu, a young Polynesian boy who is ashamed of his fear of the ocean, a trait
considered a weakness in his seafaring culture. Determined to prove his bravery, Mafatu embarks on
a solitary voyage across the sea, facing numerous challenges that test his courage and resilience. The
call it courage book pdf provides the full narrative, including Mafatu’s interactions with nature and his
transformation throughout the journey.

Main Characters

Mafatu: The protagonist, a boy who overcomes his fear of the sea.

Umi: Mafatu’s loyal dog who accompanies him on his voyage.

Mataki: Mafatu’s father, a respected chief and warrior.

Popo: Mafatu’s mother, who supports and encourages him.

Key Plot Points
Mafatu’s journey begins with his decision to leave his village and face the ocean alone. Throughout
the story, he confronts natural obstacles such as sharks, storms, and hunger. Through perseverance,
he gains confidence and develops new skills, ultimately returning home as a courageous young man.
The call it courage book pdf captures these events with vivid descriptions and engaging storytelling.

Themes and Literary Significance
Call It Courage is rich in themes that explore human emotions, cultural values, and personal
development. The novel’s emphasis on bravery, self-reliance, and overcoming fear appeals to readers
of all ages. The call it courage book pdf preserves these themes in a format that is easy to study and
reference.



Major Themes

Courage and Fear: The central theme revolves around confronting and conquering one’s
fears.

Coming of Age: Mafatu’s journey symbolizes the transition from childhood to maturity.

Man and Nature: The novel highlights the challenges and beauty of living in harmony with the
natural world.

Cultural Identity: The story reflects Polynesian traditions and values, emphasizing respect and
community.

Literary Style and Impact
Armstrong Sperry’s descriptive writing and use of vivid imagery create an immersive experience for
readers. The call it courage book pdf maintains the integrity of the original text and illustrations,
allowing readers to appreciate the literary craftsmanship. The book’s recognition by the Newbery
Medal underscores its importance in children’s literature.

Availability and Legitimacy of Call It Courage Book PDF
With the increasing demand for digital books, many seek the call it courage book pdf for convenience
and affordability. However, it is essential to ensure access to legitimate and authorized versions to
respect copyright laws and support authors and publishers.

Sources for Legitimate Copies
Authorized digital platforms and libraries often provide access to the call it courage book pdf through
purchase or lending programs. Educational institutions may also offer the PDF as part of their
curriculum resources. Ensuring the PDF is legally sourced guarantees quality and compliance with
intellectual property rights.

Risks of Unauthorized Downloads
Downloading pirated or unauthorized copies of the call it courage book pdf can lead to legal issues
and expose devices to malware. Additionally, such copies may lack important content such as
illustrations or accurate formatting, diminishing the reading experience.



Educational Use and Benefits of the PDF Format
The call it courage book pdf is an invaluable resource for educators and students. Its portable and
searchable format facilitates study, annotation, and classroom use. The PDF version supports diverse
learning styles and accessibility needs.

Advantages for Students

Easy access on multiple devices including tablets and laptops

Ability to highlight, bookmark, and add notes digitally

Search functionality to quickly locate key passages

Printable pages for offline study and assignments

Benefits for Educators
Teachers can integrate the call it courage book pdf into lesson plans, distribute copies electronically,
and create interactive assignments. The format simplifies sharing and ensures all students have
consistent access to the text.

Tips for Reading and Using Call It Courage Book PDF
Maximizing the benefits of the call it courage book pdf involves effective reading strategies and digital
tools. Proper use enhances comprehension and engagement with the material.

Recommended Reading Practices

Set reading goals to maintain consistent progress

Use annotation tools to mark important themes and vocabulary

Discuss chapters in study groups to deepen understanding

Refer to supplementary materials such as historical context or author biographies



Technical Tips
Ensure the PDF reader software is up to date to avoid compatibility issues. Adjust screen brightness
and font size for comfortable reading. Back up the file to prevent data loss and enable offline access.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I legally download the PDF of 'Call It Courage'?
You can legally download 'Call It Courage' PDF from websites like Project Gutenberg or Open Library if
the book is available in the public domain, or check your local library's digital collection.

Is 'Call It Courage' available for free in PDF format?
While some versions of 'Call It Courage' might be available for free if they are in the public domain,
most copies require purchase or library access due to copyright restrictions.

What is the plot of 'Call It Courage' by Armstrong Sperry?
'Call It Courage' is a story about a young Polynesian boy named Mafatu who overcomes his fear of the
sea and proves his courage through a challenging journey.

Are there any authorized PDF versions of 'Call It Courage' for
educational use?
Many educational institutions provide authorized digital copies of 'Call It Courage' for students; check
with your school or educational resource platforms for access.

Can I find an audiobook or eBook version of 'Call It Courage'
along with the PDF?
Yes, 'Call It Courage' is available in various formats including audiobooks and eBooks on platforms like
Audible, Google Books, and Amazon Kindle.

What are the main themes explored in 'Call It Courage'?
The main themes include bravery, overcoming fear, self-discovery, and personal growth.

Is 'Call It Courage' suitable for children and young readers?
Yes, 'Call It Courage' is a classic children's book and is suitable for middle-grade readers, offering
valuable lessons about courage and perseverance.



Additional Resources
1. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
This classic adventure novel tells the story of Brian Robeson, a thirteen-year-old boy who survives a
plane crash in the Canadian wilderness. Alone and armed only with a hatchet, Brian learns to adapt,
survive, and grow stronger through his challenges. The book explores themes of courage, self-
reliance, and the transformative power of nature.

2. The Cay by Theodore Taylor
Set during World War II, this novel follows a young boy named Phillip who becomes stranded on a
deserted island with an elderly man named Timothy. As they struggle to survive, Phillip confronts his
fears and prejudices. The story highlights themes of friendship, courage, and resilience in the face of
adversity.

3. Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
Based on a true story, this novel centers on Karana, a young Native American girl who is left alone on
an island off the California coast. She learns to fend for herself, building shelter, finding food, and
defending against wild animals. The book is a powerful tale of courage, independence, and survival.

4. My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
This story follows Sam Gribley, a boy who runs away from his New York City home to live in the
Catskill Mountains. He survives by relying on his knowledge of nature and his determination to live
independently. The novel emphasizes courage, self-sufficiency, and a deep connection to the natural
world.

5. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
This emotional tale chronicles the adventures of a boy named Billy and his two hunting dogs in the
Ozarks. It explores themes of friendship, perseverance, and bravery as Billy faces various challenges.
The story is a tribute to courage and loyalty that resonates with readers of all ages.

6. Call It Courage (Study Guide) by Novel Units
This comprehensive study guide offers chapter summaries, discussion questions, and activities
related to "Call It Courage" by Armstrong Sperry. It is designed to deepen understanding of the
novel’s themes of bravery and personal growth. This guide is ideal for students and educators looking
to explore the book in greater detail.

7. Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan
This humorous and heartwarming novel features Jake Semple, a rebellious boy who is sent to live with
a quirky family of artists. Through his experiences, Jake learns about courage and finding his place in
the world. The book celebrates creativity, courage, and family bonds.

8. The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
Set in the 18th century, this novel tells the story of Matt, a young settler left alone to guard his
family’s homestead in the wilderness. He befriends a Native American boy named Attean, learning
valuable lessons about survival and courage. The story highlights friendship and cultural
understanding.

9. Hatchet: The Return by Gary Paulsen
A sequel to "Hatchet," this book revisits Brian Robeson as he returns to the wilderness years later.
Facing new challenges, Brian once again relies on his courage and survival skills. This sequel
continues the themes of bravery, resilience, and personal growth introduced in the original novel.
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