
ceh practical exam questions and
answers
ceh practical exam questions and answers are essential resources for
candidates preparing to become Certified Ethical Hackers. This article
provides an in-depth overview of typical exam scenarios, common question
types, and detailed answers to help candidates excel in the CEH practical
exam. Understanding the practical exam format, key tools, methodologies, and
real-world applications is crucial for success. The content also covers
strategic approaches to tackling hands-on challenges, interpreting results,
and applying ethical hacking principles effectively. By reviewing these
comprehensive ceh practical exam questions and answers, aspirants can build
confidence and improve their technical proficiency. The following sections
outline critical topics and sample questions to enhance exam readiness.

Overview of the CEH Practical Exam

Common Types of CEH Practical Exam Questions

Essential Tools Covered in the CEH Practical

Sample CEH Practical Exam Questions and Detailed Answers

Strategies for Successful Exam Preparation

Overview of the CEH Practical Exam
The CEH practical exam is designed to test the hands-on skills of
cybersecurity professionals in ethical hacking and penetration testing.
Unlike the theoretical CEH certification exam, which focuses on multiple-
choice questions, the practical exam requires candidates to demonstrate their
ability to identify vulnerabilities and exploit security weaknesses in a
controlled environment.

This exam simulates real-world scenarios where candidates must apply the
ethical hacking process, including reconnaissance, scanning, enumeration,
exploitation, post-exploitation, and reporting. The CEH practical exam
typically lasts 6 hours and includes multiple challenges that assess a
candidate's technical knowledge and problem-solving skills.

Exam Format and Duration
The exam consists of multiple practical challenges that must be completed
within the allocated time. Candidates work in a virtual lab environment,



performing penetration tests on target systems using a variety of tools and
techniques. Each challenge is scored based on accuracy, completeness, and
methodology adherence.

Eligibility and Requirements
To qualify for the CEH practical exam, candidates must have passed the CEH
written exam or have relevant work experience in the cybersecurity domain.
Candidates should be proficient in network protocols, operating systems,
vulnerability assessment, and hacking tools to navigate the practical exam
successfully.

Common Types of CEH Practical Exam Questions
CEH practical exam questions are scenario-based and designed to evaluate
practical skills rather than theoretical knowledge. These questions typically
require candidates to perform specific tasks such as vulnerability scanning,
password cracking, or exploiting known security weaknesses.

Reconnaissance and Footprinting Tasks
One common question type involves gathering information about a target system
or network using passive and active reconnaissance techniques. Candidates
might be asked to identify open ports, services, or network architecture
details without alerting the target.

Vulnerability Identification and Exploitation
Questions often require identifying vulnerabilities in operating systems, web
applications, or network devices. Candidates must then exploit these
vulnerabilities using tools like Metasploit or manual techniques to gain
access or escalate privileges.

Password Cracking and Hash Analysis
Candidates may be tasked with cracking password hashes obtained during the
penetration test. This involves using tools such as John the Ripper or
Hashcat and understanding hash algorithms and common password weaknesses.

Post-Exploitation and Reporting
Some questions focus on actions taken after successfully exploiting a system,
including maintaining access, clearing logs, or gathering further



intelligence. Candidates must also demonstrate the ability to document
findings and prepare reports summarizing vulnerabilities and remediation
steps.

Essential Tools Covered in the CEH Practical
The CEH practical exam requires proficiency in a suite of cybersecurity tools
used during ethical hacking engagements. Familiarity with these tools is
critical for efficiently completing exam challenges.

Network Scanning Tools
Nmap is one of the most widely used tools for network scanning and port
discovery. Candidates should be adept at using Nmap commands to identify live
hosts, open ports, and running services.

Vulnerability Scanners
Tools such as Nessus and OpenVAS are frequently included for automated
vulnerability assessment. Candidates must interpret scan results and
prioritize vulnerabilities based on severity and exploitability.

Exploitation Frameworks
Metasploit Framework is a key tool for exploiting vulnerabilities. The
ability to select appropriate exploits, configure payloads, and execute
attacks is essential for the practical exam.

Password Cracking Utilities
John the Ripper and Hashcat are common tools used for password recovery and
hash analysis. Candidates should know how to use these tools to perform
dictionary attacks, brute force attacks, and rule-based cracking.

Packet Sniffers and Analyzers
Wireshark is an important tool for capturing and analyzing network traffic.
Understanding how to filter, inspect, and interpret packets is vital for
network-based challenges.



Sample CEH Practical Exam Questions and
Detailed Answers
This section provides example questions similar to those encountered in the
CEH practical exam, accompanied by detailed answers to illustrate effective
approaches.

Question 1: Perform Network Scanning and Identify
Open Ports
Task: Using Nmap, scan the target IP 192.168.1.10 to identify open TCP ports
and the services running on those ports.

Answer: Execute the command nmap -sS -sV 192.168.1.10 to perform a stealth
TCP SYN scan and service version detection. The output will list open ports
such as 22 (SSH), 80 (HTTP), and 443 (HTTPS) along with version details of
services running on these ports.

Question 2: Exploit a Vulnerability Using Metasploit
Task: Exploit a known vulnerability in an outdated FTP service on the target
system to gain a shell.

Answer: Within Metasploit, use the module
exploit/unix/ftp/vsftpd_234_backdoor. Set the target IP with set RHOST
192.168.1.10 and run exploit. Upon successful exploitation, a remote shell
session will be established, allowing further system interaction.

Question 3: Crack Password Hashes Using John the
Ripper
Task: Given a file containing password hashes, crack the passwords using a
dictionary attack.

Answer: Run john --wordlist=/usr/share/wordlists/rockyou.txt hashes.txt. John
the Ripper will attempt to match hashes against the dictionary entries.
Successfully cracked passwords will be displayed, enabling further
penetration test steps.

Question 4: Capture and Analyze Network Traffic
Task: Use Wireshark to capture packets on interface eth0 and identify HTTP
requests.

Answer: Start Wireshark with wireshark -i eth0. Apply the filter http to
isolate HTTP traffic. Inspect packet details to find URLs, hostnames, and
other HTTP header information valuable for reconnaissance.



Strategies for Successful Exam Preparation
Preparing for the CEH practical exam requires a structured approach focusing
on hands-on practice, tool mastery, and understanding ethical hacking
methodologies. The following strategies help optimize study efforts.

Consistent Hands-On Practice
Regularly practicing in a lab environment simulating real network
infrastructures improves familiarity with tools and techniques. Using virtual
machines and penetration testing distributions like Kali Linux enhances
readiness.

Mastering Key Tools and Commands
Memorizing essential commands and options for tools such as Nmap, Metasploit,
and Wireshark enables efficient task execution during the exam. Practice
using these tools in various scenarios to build confidence.

Understanding Ethical Hacking Phases
Familiarity with the phases of ethical hacking—from reconnaissance to
reporting—ensures a systematic approach to exam tasks. This knowledge helps
maintain focus and structure under timed conditions.

Time Management and Exam Simulation
Simulate exam conditions by timing practice sessions and completing
challenges within the 6-hour limit. Effective time allocation prevents
rushing and ensures comprehensive coverage of all tasks.

Reviewing Sample Questions and Answers
Studying practice questions and model answers, such as those provided in this
article, clarifies expectations and common pitfalls. This review assists in
identifying areas requiring additional study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common topics covered in the CEH practical



exam?
The CEH practical exam typically covers topics such as footprinting and
reconnaissance, scanning networks, enumeration, system hacking, malware
threats, sniffing, social engineering, denial-of-service attacks, session
hijacking, and web server hacking.

How can I prepare effectively for the CEH practical
exam?
To prepare effectively, practice hands-on labs, use simulated environments,
review official EC-Council materials, participate in online forums, and take
practice exams to familiarize yourself with the tools and techniques used in
ethical hacking.

Are CEH practical exam questions multiple choice or
hands-on tasks?
The CEH practical exam consists of hands-on tasks where candidates perform
real-world hacking challenges on a live network environment, rather than
multiple-choice questions.

What tools should I be proficient with for the CEH
practical exam?
You should be proficient with tools such as Nmap, Metasploit, Wireshark,
Nessus, John the Ripper, Burp Suite, Hydra, Nikto, and others commonly used
for penetration testing and vulnerability assessment.

How much time is allotted for the CEH practical
exam?
The CEH practical exam typically lasts 6 hours, during which candidates must
complete a series of real-world penetration testing challenges.

Can I use my own tools during the CEH practical
exam?
No, the CEH practical exam provides a controlled environment with pre-
installed tools. Candidates must use the provided tools and are not allowed
to bring or install external software.

What is the passing score for the CEH practical
exam?
The passing score for the CEH practical exam is generally around 70%, but it
is recommended to check the latest EC-Council guidelines as they may update



scoring criteria.

Where can I find sample CEH practical exam questions
and answers for practice?
Sample CEH practical exam questions and answers can be found in official EC-
Council practice labs, online training platforms, cybersecurity forums, and
study guides that include hands-on exercises.

Additional Resources
1. CEH Practical Exam Questions & Answers: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an extensive collection of practical exam questions aligned
with the Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) certification. Each question is
accompanied by detailed answers and explanations, helping readers understand
the concepts behind the techniques. It's an ideal resource for hands-on
practice and exam preparation.

2. Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) Practical Study Guide
Focused on real-world scenarios, this study guide provides practical lab
exercises and questions that mirror the CEH practical exam environment.
Readers gain experience in penetration testing, vulnerability assessment, and
ethical hacking tools. The book also includes tips and best practices to
enhance exam readiness.

3. CEH v11 Practical Exam Workbook
Tailored for the latest CEH version 11, this workbook contains a series of
practical questions and step-by-step solutions. It emphasizes skills such as
footprinting, scanning networks, and exploiting vulnerabilities. The hands-on
approach helps learners build confidence for the official CEH practical exam.

4. CEH Practical Exam Preparation: Questions, Answers & Labs
This resource combines theoretical questions with practical lab tasks to
provide a balanced preparation strategy. Readers can test their knowledge
with scenario-based questions and then reinforce concepts through guided lab
exercises. The book covers a broad range of topics including network security
and cryptography.

5. Ethical Hacking: CEH Practical Exam Questions and Answers
Packed with over 200 practical questions, this book is designed to sharpen
the skills needed for the CEH practical exam. It provides clear, concise
answers and includes screenshots and command-line examples for better
understanding. The content is suitable for both beginners and experienced
professionals.

6. CEH Practical Exam Guide: Real-World Ethical Hacking Techniques
This guide delves into real-world hacking methodologies with practical
questions that simulate exam conditions. Topics include system hacking, web
application attacks, and wireless network penetration testing. The book also



offers troubleshooting tips and common pitfalls to avoid during the exam.

7. Hands-On CEH Practical Questions and Solutions
With a focus on hands-on learning, this book offers practical questions
paired with detailed solutions that encourage active problem solving. It
covers the full spectrum of the CEH syllabus and emphasizes the use of
popular hacking tools. The book is ideal for those who prefer learning by
doing.

8. CEH Practical Exam Question Bank
This question bank features a curated list of practical questions similar to
those found on the CEH exam. Each question is followed by an in-depth answer
and explanation to clarify complex topics. It serves as a quick revision tool
and a way to benchmark one’s readiness for the practical exam.

9. Mastering CEH Practical Exam: Questions, Answers & Practice Labs
Designed to help candidates master the CEH practical exam, this book includes
a variety of questions and practice labs that cover all key domains of
ethical hacking. The content is structured to gradually increase in
difficulty, ensuring a thorough understanding of concepts and techniques. It
also provides exam-taking strategies to boost confidence and performance.
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