
commonlit monkey's paw answers

commonlit monkey's paw answers provide essential insights and detailed explanations for students and
educators exploring the classic short story "The Monkey's Paw" by W.W. Jacobs. This article delves into the
key themes, plot points, and character analysis relevant to CommonLit assessments, ensuring a comprehensive
understanding of the text. With a focus on clarifying common questions and offering accurate interpretations,
these answers are designed to enhance comprehension and facilitate academic success. The discussion also
includes contextual background, symbolism, and the moral lessons embedded in the narrative. By examining
frequent queries and responses, readers gain a clearer perspective on the story's complexities and its enduring
relevance in literature studies. Below is a structured guide to the most important aspects covered in the
commonlit monkey's paw answers.

Understanding the Plot of "The Monkey's Paw"

Themes and Symbolism in "The Monkey's Paw"

Character Analysis and Motivations

CommonLit Monkey's Paw Questions and Answers

Moral Lessons and Author’s Purpose

Understanding the Plot of "The Monkey's Paw"

The plot of "The Monkey's Paw" revolves around a mystical talisman that grants three wishes to its owner,
but with unforeseen and tragic consequences. The story begins with the White family, who receive the monkey’s
paw from Sergeant-Major Morris, a family friend who warns them about the paw’s dangerous powers. Despite
the warnings, Mr. White makes a wish that sets off a chain of events leading to sorrow and regret. The
narrative progresses through the aftermath of each wish, highlighting the theme of fate and the consequences
of interfering with it.

Summary of Key Plot Points

The story’s progression can be broken down into several important events:

Introduction of the monkey's paw and its magical ability.

Mr. White’s first wish for money, which results in the death of their son Herbert.

The second wish to bring Herbert back to life, leading to eerie and suspenseful moments.

The final wish to undo the second, restoring the family's tragic reality.

Understanding these plot points is crucial to interpreting the story's underlying messages and the consequences
faced by the characters.



Themes and Symbolism in "The Monkey's Paw"

The story "The Monkey's Paw" is rich with themes and symbolic elements that explore human nature, fate, and
the dangers of desire. These themes are essential for answering CommonLit questions accurately, as they
reflect the deeper meanings behind the plot and character actions.

Key Themes Explored

Several central themes dominate the narrative:

Fate and Destiny: The story warns against attempting to alter fate, suggesting that destiny is
predetermined and tampering with it leads to disastrous results.

The Danger of Greed: The White family’s wishes illustrate how greed and the desire for more can cause
harm and suffering.

The Supernatural and Unknown: The monkey’s paw embodies mysterious forces beyond human control,
emphasizing the unpredictability of magic.

Recognizing these themes helps clarify the story’s moral and enhances comprehension of its literary significance.

Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw

The monkey’s paw itself serves as a powerful symbol within the story. It represents the temptation to alter
one’s fate and the unforeseen consequences of such actions. The paw’s cursed nature symbolizes the idea that
tampering with natural order comes at a great cost. Additionally, the paw acts as a physical manifestation
of human folly and the limits of control over life’s outcomes.

Character Analysis and Motivations

Analyzing the characters in "The Monkey's Paw" is vital for understanding their motivations and the story’s
overall message. Each character contributes to the narrative’s progression and embodies specific aspects of
human behavior and response to the supernatural.

Mr. White

Mr. White is the protagonist whose curiosity and impulsiveness drive the story forward. His initial wish
reflects a desire for financial gain, but his decisions soon reveal a tragic flaw: underestimating the power and
consequences of the monkey’s paw. His grief and desperation are central to the story’s emotional impact.

Mrs. White

Mrs. White is characterized by her maternal love and hope, which lead her to insist on using the paw to bring
back her deceased son. Her willingness to believe in the paw’s power despite warnings illustrates themes of
denial and the dangerous nature of wish fulfillment.



Herbert White

Herbert, the son of Mr. and Mrs. White, serves as a catalyst for the story’s tragic events. Though a minor
character, his death is the pivotal moment that transforms the narrative from curiosity to horror. His role
emphasizes the cost of meddling with fate and the unpredictability of the paw’s magic.

CommonLit Monkey's Paw Questions and Answers

CommonLit assessments often include questions that test comprehension, inference, and analysis of "The
Monkey's Paw." Below are common questions alongside detailed answers to support academic success.

Example Questions with Answers

What is the significance of the monkey’s paw?1.

The monkey’s paw symbolizes the dangers of interfering with fate and the unforeseen consequences of wish
fulfillment. It acts as a warning against greed and the desire to control life beyond natural limits.

How does the story illustrate the theme of fate?2.

The story demonstrates fate through the tragic outcomes of the White family’s wishes. Despite their
attempts to change their destiny, the consequences prove that fate is inevitable and tampering with it
leads to suffering.

Why does Mr. White make the third wish?3.

Mr. White makes the third wish to reverse the second wish, which had brought his son back to life in a
terrifying form. This wish reflects his acceptance of fate and desire to restore natural order.

What role does suspense play in the story?4.

Suspense is employed through eerie descriptions, the unknown nature of the paw’s magic, and the gradual
revelation of the consequences of the wishes, keeping readers engaged and emphasizing the story’s horror
elements.

How does the author use foreshadowing?5.

Foreshadowing is evident in Sergeant-Major Morris’s warnings and the initial reluctance to use the paw,
hinting at the tragic events that follow.

Moral Lessons and Author’s Purpose

"The Monkey's Paw" conveys powerful moral lessons centered on respecting natural order and understanding
the limits of human desire. W.W. Jacobs uses the story to caution readers about the consequences of greed and
the unpredictable nature of tampering with fate. The author’s purpose is to evoke reflection on human curiosity
and the potential costs of attempting to control life through supernatural means.



Lessons Derived from the Story

Key moral lessons include:

The importance of accepting life’s natural course.

The dangers inherent in greed and selfish desires.

The unpredictability and risks of supernatural intervention.

The value of heeding warnings and exercising caution.

These lessons remain relevant in literary discussions and contribute to the story’s lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' in CommonLit?

The main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the unintended consequences of interfering with fate and the dangers of
wish fulfillment.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw' story?

The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert.

What is the significance of the monkey's paw in the story?

The monkey's paw is a magical talisman that grants three wishes but with grave and unforeseen consequences.

How does the first wish in 'The Monkey's Paw' affect the White family?

The first wish for £200 leads to Herbert's tragic death at work, and the family receives £200 in
compensation, showing the paw's sinister power.

What lesson does Mr. White learn by the end of the story?

Mr. White learns that tampering with fate can lead to sorrow and that wishes can have dangerous outcomes.

Why does Mrs. White want to use the monkey's paw to bring Herbert back?

Mrs. White is grief-stricken and desperate to see her son again, despite the potential risks involved.

How does 'The Monkey's Paw' illustrate the concept of 'be careful what
you wish for'?

The story shows that wishes granted by the monkey's paw lead to tragic and unintended consequences,
highlighting the dangers of careless desires.

What is the mood of 'The Monkey's Paw' story?

The mood is eerie, suspenseful, and ominous, creating a sense of dread throughout the narrative.



How does CommonLit’s study guide help in understanding 'The Monkey's
Paw'?

CommonLit’s study guide provides summaries, analysis, and questions that help readers grasp the story’s
themes, characters, and symbolism more deeply.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw and Other Stories
This collection includes W.W. Jacobs' classic tale "The Monkey's Paw," exploring themes of fate, consequence,
and supernatural intervention. The stories delve into human desires and the unexpected costs of tampering with
destiny. Readers are invited to reflect on the limits of control over one's life and the dangers of greed.

2. The Lottery and Other Short Stories
Featuring Shirley Jackson's famous story "The Lottery," this book examines the dark side of human nature and
societal rituals. Like "The Monkey's Paw," it highlights the unforeseen and often tragic consequences of blindly
following tradition. The stories provoke thought about conformity, superstition, and the human capacity for
cruelty.

3. Ghost Stories of an Antiquary
Also by W.W. Jacobs, this collection offers eerie tales that blend the supernatural with everyday life. The
stories share a similar tone to "The Monkey's Paw," combining suspense with moral lessons about human folly.
It’s an excellent read for those intrigued by ghostly phenomena and the unexpected results of meddling with
fate.

4. The Tell-Tale Heart and Other Writings
Edgar Allan Poe’s collection includes chilling stories that delve into madness, guilt, and the supernatural.
While not directly related to "The Monkey's Paw," these stories similarly explore dark psychological themes
and the consequences of human actions. Poe’s masterful storytelling heightens the eerie atmosphere surrounding
human fears.

5. Supernatural Short Stories: A Collection
This anthology gathers various stories that involve supernatural elements and moral lessons. Like "The
Monkey's Paw," these tales often involve wishes, curses, or eerie twists that challenge characters’ desires and
ethics. It’s a compelling read for fans of creepy and thought-provoking narratives.

6. Folk Tales and Legends of the Supernatural
A compilation of traditional stories from around the world, this book explores common motifs such as curses,
wishes, and spirits. It provides cultural context that enhances understanding of "The Monkey's Paw" and its
themes of fate and consequence. Readers gain insight into how different societies address similar supernatural
fears.

7. Short Stories That Scared the World
This book features a range of horror and suspense stories that have captivated readers globally. The stories
often involve unexpected endings and moral warnings, much like "The Monkey's Paw." It’s ideal for those
interested in exploring how fear is used to teach lessons through narrative.

8. The Dark Side of Wishes: Stories of Curses and Consequences
Focused on tales where wishes lead to dire outcomes, this collection echoes the central theme of "The
Monkey's Paw." Each story investigates the peril of desire and the unforeseen repercussions of getting what one
asks for. It’s a compelling exploration of human nature and the supernatural.

9. Classic Horror Tales for Young Readers
This anthology includes age-appropriate horror stories that introduce young readers to themes of fear,
consequence, and morality. With stories like "The Monkey's Paw," it encourages critical thinking about choices
and their outcomes. The book serves as a gateway into classic literature with a supernatural twist.
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