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comparing the articles of confederation and the constitution worksheet answers provides a detailed
examination of two foundational documents in American history. This article explores the key differences
and similarities between the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution, essential for
understanding the evolution of American governance. The worksheet answers often focus on the
governmental structure, powers granted, and the effectiveness of both documents. By analyzing these
aspects, students and educators gain clarity on why the Constitution replaced the Articles. This
comprehensive guide also discusses the challenges posed by the Articles of Confederation, the need for a
stronger federal government, and how the Constitution addressed those issues. Below is a clear table of

contents outlining the main sections covered in this article.
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Overview of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the first constitution of the United States, ratified in 1781 during
the Revolutionary War. This document established a loose confederation of sovereign states and a weak
central government, reflecting the colonists' fear of centralized authority after British rule. Under the
Articles, the national government consisted of a single legislative body called the Congress of the
Confederation, which had limited powers. The Articles aimed to preserve state independence while

coordinating efforts on mutual concerns such as defense and diplomacy.

Structure of Government Under the Articles

The government created by the Articles of Confederation was unicameral, with each state having one vote

regardless of population size. There was no separate executive branch or national judiciary, which meant



enforcement of laws and interpretation of disputes were left to the states. This structure reflected a

commitment to state sovereignty but resulted in inefficiencies in governance.

Powers and Limitations

The Articles granted Congress the power to declare war, make peace, sign treaties, and manage relations
with Native American tribes. However, Congress lacked authority to impose taxes, regulate interstate
commerce, or enforce its decisions directly. This inability to raise funds or ensure compliance from states

weakened the national government significantly.

Key Features of the United States Constitution

The United States Constitution, drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788, replaced the Articles of Confederation
to create a stronger federal government. It established a federal system balancing power between the
national government and the states. The Constitution introduced a more complex and effective framework

designed to address the weaknesses of the Articles.

Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances

The Constitution created three separate branches of government: the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches. This separation of powers was designed to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful.
Additionally, the system of checks and balances allows each branch to monitor and limit the actions of the

others, ensuring accountability and balance.

Federalism and Power Distribution

The Constitution established federalism, dividing authority between the national government and state
governments. This division allows for shared governance while maintaining state autonomy in certain
areas. The national government was granted explicit powers, including taxation, regulation of commerce,

and the ability to maintain a standing army.

Major Differences Between the Articles of Confederation and the

Constitution

Understanding the primary distinctions between the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution is
central to comparing the articles of confederation and the constitution worksheet answers. These

differences highlight why the Constitution was necessary to create a more effective national government.



Government Structure

The Articles established a unicameral legislature with equal state representation, whereas the Constitution
created a bicameral legislature consisting of the House of Representatives and the Senate. Representation in

the House is based on population, while the Senate provides equal representation for each state.

Executive and Judicial Branches

The Articles of Confederation lacked an executive branch, resulting in no centralized leadership to enforce
laws. The Constitution introduced the presidency as the executive branch and established a federal

judiciary, including the Supreme Court, to interpret laws and resolve disputes.

Power to Tax and Regulate Commerce

Under the Articles, Congress could not levy taxes or regulate interstate and international commerce,
relying on voluntary state contributions. The Constitution granted Congress the power to impose taxes,
borrow money, and regulate trade, providing the federal government with essential financial resources

and regulatory control.

Amendment Process

Amending the Articles required unanimous consent from all thirteen states, making changes nearly
impossible. The Constitution requires approval from two-thirds of Congress and three-fourths of the states,

providing a more practical and flexible amendment process.

o Articles: Unicameral legislature, no executive or judiciary

¢ Constitution: Bicameral legislature, executive president, federal judiciary
¢ Articles: No taxing power, weak federal control

¢ Constitution: Strong taxing and regulatory powers

¢ Articles: Unanimous amendment requirement

¢ Constitution: Easier amendment procedures



Similarities Between the Articles of Confederation and the

Constitution

Despite their differences, the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution share several fundamental
principles and goals that reflect the intentions of the founding generation. Comparing the articles of
confederation and the constitution worksheet answers often highlights these commonalities to understand

the continuity in American political thought.

Commitment to Republicanism

Both documents establish a republican form of government where power derives from the people and is
exercised by elected representatives. This principle underpins the American system of self-governance and

rejection of monarchy.

Protection of State Sovereignty

‘While the Constitution created a stronger federal government, it still recognizes the importance of state
sovereignty. The Tenth Amendment reserves powers not delegated to the federal government to the

states or the people, continuing the emphasis on states’ rights from the Articles.

Focus on Cooperation Among States

Both the Articles and the Constitution seek to promote cooperation among the states, whether through a
confederation or a federal union. They aim to unify the states under a common political framework to

ensure peace, security, and prosperity.

Impact and Importance of Both Documents

The Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution each played critical roles in shaping
American government and political development. Understanding their impact is crucial when comparing

the articles of confederation and the constitution worksheet answers.

Legacy of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles provided the initial framework for governance during a pivotal period in American history.
Although flawed, they helped unite the states during the Revolutionary War and established important

precedents, such as the Northwest Ordinance, which set guidelines for territorial expansion.



The Constitution’s Lasting Influence

The Constitution created a durable and adaptable system of government that has endured for over two
centuries. By addressing the weaknesses of the Articles and establishing a strong federal government with

separated powers, it laid the foundation for the United States’ political stability and growth.

Educational Value in Worksheets

Worksheets comparing the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution facilitate a deeper understanding
of American history and civics. They encourage critical thinking about governance, the balance of power,

and the evolution of democratic principles in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between the Articles of Confederation and

the Constitution?

The Articles of Confederation established a weak central government with limited powers, no executive
branch, and no federal judiciary, while the Constitution created a stronger federal government with an

executive branch, a system of checks and balances, and a federal judiciary.

Why did the Articles of Confederation fail, leading to the creation of the

Constitution?

The Articles failed because they gave too much power to the states, lacked the ability to tax, regulate
commerce, or enforce laws, which led to economic difficulties and ineffective governance, prompting the

drafting of the Constitution.

How does a worksheet comparing the Articles of Confederation and the

Constitution help students understand American government?

Such worksheets help students analyze the strengths and weaknesses of both documents, understand the
evolution of the U.S. government structure, and grasp why the Constitution was necessary to replace the
Articles.

What are some common worksheet answer points when comparing the



Articles of Confederation and the Constitution?

Common answers include the Articles' unicameral legislature versus the Constitution's bicameral
legislature, lack of executive in the Articles versus the presidency in the Constitution, and the inability of

the Articles to levy taxes compared to the Constitution's taxing power.

How do worksheets address the impact of the Constitution on federal and

state powers compared to the Articles of Confederation?

Worksheets typically highlight that the Articles emphasized state sovereignty with limited federal
authority, whereas the Constitution created a federal system balancing powers between national and state

governments through enumerated and reserved powers.

Additional Resources

1. Comparing the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution: A Student Workbook

This workbook offers a detailed comparison between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S.
Constitution. It includes guided questions and answer keys designed to help students understand the key
differences in government structure, powers, and effectiveness. Ideal for classroom use, it reinforces critical

thinking about early American governance.

2. The Articles of Confederation vs. The Constitution: An Analytical Approach

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the
Constitution. It explores the weaknesses of the Articles and the motivations behind drafting the
Constitution, using worksheets and exercises to facilitate comprehension. Perfect for educators seeking

structured lesson materials.

3. Understanding Early American Government: Articles of Confederation and Constitution Worksheets
Focused on interactive learning, this resource offers a variety of worksheets comparing the Articles and the
Constitution. Each worksheet is accompanied by answer keys to support self-assessment and classroom

discussion. It helps students grasp the evolution of the U.S. government system.

4. From Confederation to Constitution: A Comparative Study Guide
This study guide presents a side-by-side comparison of the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution,
emphasizing their historical contexts and political impacts. It includes worksheet answers that clarify

complex concepts and facilitate student engagement. Useful for middle and high school history classes.

5. Articles of Confederation and Constitution: Key Differences Explained with Worksheet Answers
This book breaks down the major differences between the Articles and the Constitution in an accessible
format. It pairs explanations with worksheet questions and answers to enhance understanding of the

foundational documents. The resource supports both teaching and independent study.



6. The Road to the Constitution: Comparative Worksheets and Answer Keys
Designed for educators, this book provides comparative worksheets focused on the Articles of Confederation
and the Constitution. Each worksheet includes a comprehensive answer key, enabling quick assessment

and feedback. It highlights the reasons for constitutional reform in early America.

7. Constitutional Foundations: Articles of Confederation vs. Constitution Worksheets
This educational resource compiles a series of worksheets designed to compare the Articles of Confederation
with the U.S. Constitution. Detailed answer keys accompany each worksheet, helping students master the

material. It is tailored to enhance understanding of American constitutional history.

8. Exploring the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution Through Worksheets
This book uses a worksheet-based approach to explore the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation and the Constitution. It provides answers and explanations to support student learning and

critical analysis. Ideal for reinforcing concepts in civics and history classes.

9. From Articles to Constitution: Worksheet Answers for Comparative Learning
This resource focuses on the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the Constitution, using
worksheets to facilitate comparison. Each worksheet is paired with detailed answers to aid student

comprehension and teacher instruction. It serves as a practical tool for studying early U.S. governance.
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