cowboys number 26 history

cowboys number 26 history encompasses a rich legacy within the Dallas Cowboys
franchise, highlighting the players who have worn this iconic jersey number over the
years. The number 26 has been represented by several noteworthy athletes who have
contributed significantly to the team’s success and culture. Exploring the history of
Cowboys number 26 reveals insights into the players’ careers, their impact on the field,
and the evolution of the position they played. This article delves into the background,
achievements, and memorable moments associated with this number, allowing fans and
historians to appreciate its significance. From standout defensive backs to special teams
contributors, the history of Cowboys number 26 is marked by dedication and athletic
excellence. The following sections will cover the most prominent players, their career
highlights, and the broader context of the number’s legacy within the franchise.
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Notable Players Who Wore Number 26

The history of Cowboys number 26 is punctuated by several players who left a lasting
impression during their tenure with the team. This section highlights some of the most
prominent athletes who donned the number 26 jersey, showcasing their backgrounds and
roles within the Dallas Cowboys organization.

Darren Woodson

Darren Woodson is arguably the most famous player associated with the number 26 in
Cowboys history. Serving as a safety from 1992 to 2004, Woodson was a cornerstone of
the Cowboys defense during a period marked by multiple Super Bowl appearances and
victories. Known for his versatility, leadership, and tackling ability, Woodson earned five
Pro Bowl selections and was instrumental in the team’s success throughout the 1990s and
early 2000s.



Other Players Wearing Number 26

While Darren Woodson stands out, other players have also worn number 26 for the
Cowboys, contributing in various capacities. These athletes often filled roles in the
defensive backfield or on special teams, demonstrating the number’s association with
defensive prowess. Although less celebrated, their efforts were integral to the team
dynamics and season performances.

Career Highlights and Contributions

The players who wore Cowboys number 26 have achieved notable milestones that have
shaped both their careers and the franchise’s history. This section analyzes the key
achievements and on-field contributions that underscore the importance of this number.

Super Bowl Championships and Playoff Impact

Darren Woodson'’s career is distinguished by his participation in three Super Bowl-winning
teams (XXVII, XXVIII, and XXX). His defensive skills and ability to read opposing offenses
were critical in high-stakes games. Woodson’s presence in the secondary provided stability
and allowed the Cowboys to execute aggressive defensive schemes in crucial moments.

Individual Accolades and Recognition

Throughout his career, number 26 players such as Woodson received numerous honors.
These include:

Five Pro Bowl selections

All-Pro team honors

Franchise records for tackles and interceptions

Leadership roles as team captains

These accolades reflect the skill level and respect garnered by the players who wore
number 26.

Role of Number 26 in Team Strategy

The number 26 jersey has traditionally been associated with defensive backfield players,
primarily safeties and cornerbacks, within the Dallas Cowboys. This section examines how
players wearing this number fit into the team’s strategic framework.



Defensive Backfield Responsibilities

Players wearing number 26 have typically been tasked with responsibilities such as pass
coverage, run support, and special teams duties. Their versatility allows coaches to employ
them in various defensive packages, including nickel and dime defenses, enhancing the
team’s adaptability against different offensive schemes.

Special Teams Contributions

In addition to defensive roles, number 26 players have often contributed significantly on
special teams. Their speed, tackling ability, and field awareness make them valuable
assets in kickoff and punt coverage units, helping to control field position and create
turnover opportunities.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of Cowboys number 26 extends beyond statistics and game-day performances.
It embodies the spirit and identity of players who demonstrated commitment, resilience,
and leadership. This section explores the broader cultural significance of the number
within the Cowboys community.

Fan Recognition and Jersey Popularity

Number 26 has become synonymous with some of the franchise’s most respected
defensive players, leading to sustained popularity among fans. Jerseys bearing this
number remain a common sight at games and are frequently chosen by younger fans
aspiring to emulate the achievements of former Cowboys.

Influence on Team Culture

The players who wore number 26 contributed to cultivating a culture of toughness and
professionalism within the Cowboys. Their work ethic and on-field intelligence set
examples for teammates and helped maintain the franchise’s reputation as a competitive
and disciplined organization.

Statistical Overview and Records

A comprehensive review of statistics associated with Cowboys number 26 reveals
impressive contributions in various defensive metrics. This section presents an overview of
key statistics and records tied to the number.



Tackles, Interceptions, and Defensive Impact

Players wearing number 26, particularly Darren Woodson, amassed significant defensive
statistics, including:

e Over 1,000 career tackles
e More than 20 interceptions
e Numerous forced fumbles and fumble recoveries

e Multiple defensive touchdowns

These numbers highlight the consistent impact that number 26 players have had on the
Cowboys’ defensive success over time.

Franchise Records and Milestones

Darren Woodson holds several franchise records for defensive players wearing number 26,
including longevity and total tackles. These milestones underscore the durability and high
performance standards maintained by athletes associated with this jersey number.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the most notable Dallas Cowboys player to
wear number 267?

The most notable Dallas Cowboys player to wear number 26 was cornerback Orlando
Scandrick, who played for the team from 2010 to 2017.

What position did the Cowboys' number 26 typically
play?

Players wearing number 26 for the Dallas Cowboys have typically played in defensive back
positions, such as cornerback or safety.

Has any Dallas Cowboys player wearing number 26 been
selected for the Pro Bowl?

Yes, Orlando Scandrick, wearing number 26, was selected to the Pro Bowl in 2014.

When did the Dallas Cowboys first assign the number 26



jersey?

The exact first assignment of number 26 by the Dallas Cowboys is not well-documented,
but it has been used since the team's early years for defensive backs.

Are there any memorable plays involving a Cowboys
player wearing number 267?

Orlando Scandrick, wearing number 26, made several key interceptions and defensive
plays during his tenure, including playoff appearances in the 2014 and 2016 seasons.

Did any Cowboys number 26 player contribute
significantly to the team's Super Bowl runs?

While no number 26 player was on the Cowboys during their Super Bowl victories in the
1970s, Orlando Scandrick contributed to playoff runs in the 2010s but did not win a Super
Bowl with the team.

Has the Dallas Cowboys retired the number 26 jersey?

No, the Dallas Cowboys have not retired the number 26 jersey; it remains available for
players.

Who currently wears number 26 for the Dallas Cowboys?

As of the 2024 NFL season, the number 26 jersey for the Dallas Cowboys is worn by
cornerback Nahshon Wright.

Additional Resources

1. The Cowboy: Representations of Labor in an American Work Culture

This book explores the cultural history of cowboys as symbols of American labor and
identity. It delves into how the cowboy figure has evolved over time, reflecting broader
social and economic changes in the United States. The author analyzes literature, film,
and folklore to illustrate the enduring legacy of cowboy imagery.

2. Cowboys and Cattlemen: Class and Community on the Texas Frontier

Focusing on the late 19th century, this book examines the social dynamics between
cowboys and cattlemen in Texas. It highlights the tensions and collaborations that shaped
the cattle industry and frontier life. Through historical records, the author provides insight
into the economic and cultural significance of cowboy work.

3. The History of the American Cowboy

This comprehensive history traces the origins and development of cowboys from the
Spanish vaqueros to the iconic figures of the American West. It covers the daily lives,
challenges, and contributions of cowboys in shaping western expansion. The book also
discusses the myths versus realities of cowboy life.



4. Outlaws and Lawmen: Cowboys in the Old West

Examining the dual roles cowboys played as both lawmen and outlaws, this book presents
a nuanced view of cowboy history. It tells stories of famous figures who straddled the line
between justice and crime. The narrative reveals how the cowboy lifestyle was often
intertwined with the rough justice of the frontier.

5. Cowboy Culture: A Saga of Five Centuries

This title explores the deep roots of cowboy culture, tracing influences from Spanish,
Mexican, and Native American traditions. It highlights how cowboy attire, music, and
customs developed over centuries. The book offers a broad cultural perspective on the
cowboy’s place in American history.

6. The Cowboy Way: An Exploration of Western Work and Values

Focusing on the work ethic and values associated with cowboys, this book discusses
themes of independence, resilience, and community. It draws from oral histories and
personal accounts to paint a vivid picture of cowboy life. The author argues that these
values continue to influence American society today.

7. Cattle Trails and Cowboy Tales: The History of the Great Drives

This book recounts the epic cattle drives that defined the cowboy profession in the late
19th century. It describes the routes, challenges, and hardships faced by cowboys moving
herds across vast distances. The narrative combines historical facts with personal stories
to bring the era to life.

8. Women Cowboys and the Frontier

Highlighting the often-overlooked role of women in cowboy history, this book explores
their contributions and experiences on the frontier. It includes stories of female ranchers,
rodeo performers, and pioneers who defied traditional gender roles. The author provides a
fresh perspective on the cowboy legacy.

9. The Last Cowboys: A Vanishing Way of Life

This book documents the decline of the traditional cowboy lifestyle in the face of
modernization and industrialization. Through interviews and photographs, it captures the
stories of modern-day cowboys striving to preserve their heritage. The work serves as both
a tribute and a historical record of an iconic American figure.
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