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crash course 28 american imperialism answer key offers a detailed overview and explanation of
the complex era of American Imperialism as presented in the 28th episode of the popular Crash
Course series. This article provides a comprehensive guide to understanding the key themes,
historical events, and critical analysis featured in the video, while also supplying an answer key to
commonly asked questions related to the content. The focus is on clarifying the motivations behind
American expansionism, the consequences of imperial policies, and the significant figures involved
in this transformative period of U.S. history. By exploring the nuances of the Spanish-American War,
the acquisition of overseas territories, and the ideological underpinnings of imperialism, readers will
gain a thorough understanding that supports academic and personal study. This resource also
addresses common exam questions and discussion prompts, ensuring that students and educators
alike have access to well-structured answers. The following sections will break down the major
topics covered in Crash Course 28, enabling a deeper grasp of American imperialism and its lasting
impact.

Overview of American Imperialism

Key Events and Policies

Important Figures in American Imperialism

Consequences and Criticisms of Imperialism

Crash Course 28 Answer Key Highlights

Overview of American Imperialism
American imperialism refers to the period during the late 19th and early 20th centuries when the
United States expanded its influence through territorial acquisitions, military interventions, and
political dominance overseas. This expansion was driven by economic interests, strategic
considerations, and a belief in cultural superiority often linked to the ideology of Manifest Destiny
extended beyond continental borders. Crash Course 28 details the transition from isolationism to a
more interventionist foreign policy, emphasizing how the U.S. sought to compete with European
powers in the global arena. The idea of creating an American empire involved annexing territories
such as Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, often justified by the desire to civilize and
modernize other peoples.

Ideological Foundations
Underlying American imperialism was the notion of Social Darwinism and the "White Man's Burden,"
which posited that Americans had a duty to spread democracy and Christianity. This paternalistic



attitude shaped many policies and public opinions during this era, as leaders and citizens alike
believed in the moral imperative of expansion.

Economic Motivations
The pursuit of new markets and resources was a critical driver of imperialism. Industrial growth
created a surplus of goods, and American businesses sought access to foreign consumers and raw
materials. This economic imperative was closely linked to geopolitical strategy, as control over key
ports and territories facilitated trade and military presence worldwide.

Key Events and Policies
Crash Course 28 highlights several pivotal events and policies that defined American imperialism,
illustrating how these moments collectively reshaped the nation’s role on the world stage. These
events reveal the complex interplay between domestic politics, international ambitions, and military
actions characteristic of the period.

The Spanish-American War
The Spanish-American War of 1898 marked a turning point in American foreign policy. Sparked by
the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor and fueled by sensationalist journalism, the
conflict resulted in a swift U.S. victory. The Treaty of Paris ended the war, with Spain ceding control
over the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico to the United States, signaling the emergence of the
U.S. as a colonial power.

The Annexation of Hawaii
Hawaii’s strategic location in the Pacific made it a valuable acquisition for the United States.
Originally an independent monarchy, Hawaii was annexed following a coup supported by American
businessmen and military forces. This move provided the U.S. with a crucial naval base at Pearl
Harbor and expanded American influence in the Pacific region.

The Roosevelt Corollary and the Panama Canal
The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine asserted the right of the United States to intervene
in Latin American countries to maintain stability and protect American interests. Additionally, the
construction of the Panama Canal, facilitated by U.S. support for Panama’s independence from
Colombia, underscored the strategic importance of controlling interoceanic transit routes.

Important Figures in American Imperialism
The era of American imperialism featured influential political and military leaders whose decisions
shaped the trajectory of U.S. expansion. Crash Course 28 outlines key personalities whose actions



and ideologies contributed to the growth of American power abroad.

President William McKinley
McKinley presided over the Spanish-American War and supported the annexation of overseas
territories. His administration embodied the shift toward an assertive foreign policy, balancing
public opinion and imperial ambitions.

Theodore Roosevelt
Roosevelt was a vigorous proponent of American imperialism, famously advocating for a strong navy
and the projection of American power. His role in the Rough Riders during the Spanish-American
War and his subsequent presidency cemented his legacy as a key architect of modern U.S.
imperialism.

Alfred Thayer Mahan
As a naval strategist and historian, Mahan’s writings influenced U.S. naval policy by emphasizing the
importance of sea power in establishing global dominance. His ideas supported expansionist policies
and the acquisition of overseas bases.

Consequences and Criticisms of Imperialism
While American imperialism expanded the nation’s reach, it also generated significant controversy
and long-term consequences. Crash Course 28 examines both the benefits and drawbacks of
imperial expansion, highlighting domestic and international reactions.

Impact on Colonized Populations
The acquisition of territories often subjected indigenous peoples to American control, leading to
cultural suppression, military conflicts, and political disenfranchisement. The Philippine-American
War, for example, reflected violent resistance to U.S. colonization efforts.

Domestic Debate and Opposition
Imperialism sparked debate within the United States, dividing politicians, intellectuals, and citizens.
Anti-imperialist arguments centered on the violation of democratic principles, the cost of
maintaining overseas territories, and the moral implications of subjugating other peoples.



Long-Term Geopolitical Effects
The establishment of American overseas bases and influence laid the groundwork for the United
States’ emergence as a 20th-century superpower. However, it also entangled the nation in foreign
conflicts and complicated diplomatic relations with other global powers.

Crash Course 28 Answer Key Highlights
The crash course 28 american imperialism answer key serves as a valuable tool for educators and
students to verify understanding of the episode’s content. Below are some key questions and model
answers derived from the video’s themes and information.

What were the main reasons behind American imperialism?1.
The main reasons included economic interests in new markets, strategic military
considerations, and ideological beliefs such as Social Darwinism and the "White Man’s
Burden."

How did the Spanish-American War influence American imperialism?2.
The war resulted in the U.S. acquiring overseas territories like the Philippines and Puerto
Rico, marking the nation’s shift into a colonial power.

What role did Theodore Roosevelt play in American imperialism?3.
Roosevelt advocated for a strong navy, led the Rough Riders in the Spanish-American War, and
implemented policies like the Roosevelt Corollary to expand U.S. influence.

Why was the Panama Canal significant?4.
The canal provided a crucial maritime shortcut between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
enhancing U.S. strategic and commercial capabilities.

What were some criticisms of American imperialism?5.
Critics argued it violated democratic ideals, imposed unjust control over other peoples, and
risked entangling the U.S. in unnecessary foreign conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions



What topics are covered in Crash Course 28 American
Imperialism?
Crash Course 28 covers the causes, events, and consequences of American imperialism in the late
19th and early 20th centuries, including the Spanish-American War, the annexation of territories,
and the debate over imperialism.

Where can I find the answer key for Crash Course 28 on
American Imperialism?
Official answer keys are typically not provided by Crash Course, but educators and students often
create their own based on the video content and accompanying materials available online.

What was a major cause of American imperialism discussed in
Crash Course 28?
A major cause discussed was the desire for new markets and resources, as well as strategic military
advantages and a belief in cultural superiority, often referred to as the 'White Man's Burden.'

How does Crash Course 28 explain the significance of the
Spanish-American War?
The video explains that the Spanish-American War marked the emergence of the United States as a
global power and led to the acquisition of territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.

What role does Crash Course 28 suggest the media played in
American imperialism?
Crash Course 28 highlights the role of 'yellow journalism' in stirring public support for the Spanish-
American War by sensationalizing events and influencing public opinion.

How are anti-imperialist arguments presented in Crash Course
28?
The video presents anti-imperialist arguments emphasizing the contradiction between imperialism
and American democratic ideals, as well as concerns over the cost and morality of controlling
foreign peoples.

What territories did the U.S. acquire as a result of American
imperialism according to Crash Course 28?
The U.S. acquired territories including Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and Hawaii, expanding
American influence in the Caribbean and Pacific.



Does Crash Course 28 discuss the impact of American
imperialism on indigenous populations?
Yes, the video addresses the negative impacts on indigenous populations, including loss of
sovereignty, cultural changes, and resistance to American control.

How can educators use Crash Course 28 to teach about
American imperialism?
Educators can use the video as an engaging overview to spark discussion, supplement it with
primary sources and activities, and develop quizzes or answer keys aligned with the video's content.

Additional Resources
1. American Imperialism: A History
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the United States' expansionist policies from the
late 19th to early 20th centuries. It explores key events such as the Spanish-American War, the
annexation of the Philippines, and the influence of economic and political factors driving
imperialism. Readers gain insight into the domestic and international consequences of American
imperialism.

2. The Spanish-American War and American Empire
Focusing on the pivotal conflict of 1898, this book delves into the causes, major battles, and
outcomes of the Spanish-American War. It discusses how the war marked a turning point, signaling
the emergence of the U.S. as a global imperial power. The text also examines the debates
surrounding imperialism and anti-imperialism within American society.

3. Manifest Destiny and American Expansionism
This title traces the ideology of Manifest Destiny and its evolution into more aggressive forms of
imperialism. It connects early 19th-century territorial expansion to the later overseas acquisitions
and interventions. The book highlights the cultural and political motivations behind American
expansionism.

4. Imperialism and the Roosevelt Corollary
This work examines Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy, particularly the Roosevelt Corollary to the
Monroe Doctrine. It explains how Roosevelt’s approach justified American intervention in Latin
America and the Caribbean. The book provides context for understanding U.S. imperialism in the
early 20th century.

5. The Philippine-American War: A Forgotten Conflict
Detailing the often-overlooked war that followed the Spanish-American War, this book covers the
struggle between Filipino revolutionaries and American forces. It discusses the complexities and
controversies of American colonial rule in the Philippines. The narrative sheds light on the human
cost and ethical debates surrounding imperialism.

6. Economic Motivations Behind American Imperialism
This book explores the role of economic interests such as trade, resources, and markets in driving
U.S. imperialism. It analyzes how business leaders and politicians pushed for overseas expansion to



secure economic advantages. Readers will understand the interplay between economics and foreign
policy during this era.

7. Anti-Imperialism in America: Voices of Dissent
Focusing on the domestic opposition to imperialism, this book highlights prominent figures and
movements that challenged expansionist policies. It presents the arguments against colonialism,
including concerns about democracy, morality, and racial issues. The text offers a balanced
perspective on the imperialism debate.

8. American Imperialism and Its Impact on Indigenous Peoples
This title examines the effects of U.S. imperialism on native populations both within the continental
U.S. and in newly acquired territories. It addresses issues such as displacement, cultural
assimilation, and resistance. The book provides a critical look at the human dimension of American
expansionism.

9. Global Perspectives on American Imperialism
Offering an international viewpoint, this book assesses how other nations perceived and responded
to U.S. imperialism. It includes perspectives from Latin America, Asia, and Europe, highlighting
global reactions and consequences. The work places American imperialism within the broader
context of world history.
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