cyberpunk 2020 character creation guide

cyberpunk 2020 character creation guide is an essential resource for players looking to dive into
the immersive world of Cyberpunk 2020. This guide provides comprehensive instructions on crafting
unique and compelling characters suited for the dystopian future setting of the game. From
understanding attributes and skills to selecting roles and backgrounds, this article covers every
critical aspect of character creation. Players will learn how to balance stats, choose cyberware, and
develop backstories that enhance gameplay. The guide also addresses common challenges and tips
for optimizing characters for various playstyles. Whether a newcomer or an experienced gamer, this
cyberpunk 2020 character creation guide ensures a smooth and engaging start. The following
sections will explore attributes, roles, skills, cyberware, and other character-building elements in
detail.
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Understanding Attributes

Attributes in Cyberpunk 2020 represent the fundamental abilities and physical or mental qualities of a
character. These core statistics define how well a character performs in various situations, from
combat to social interactions. The primary attributes include Intelligence (INT), Reflexes (REF), Cool
(COOL), Technical Ability (TECH), Luck (LUCK), Attractiveness (ATTR), Movement Allowance (MA),
Body Type (BODY), and Empathy (EMP). Each attribute impacts specific skills and in-game mechanics,
shaping the character’s overall effectiveness.

Primary Attributes Explained

Each attribute plays a distinct role in character performance. Intelligence affects problem-solving and
technical skills, while Reflexes influence combat speed and evasion. Cool determines composure
under pressure, essential for negotiation and stealth. Technical Ability governs proficiency with
devices and machinery. Luck adds unpredictability, possibly turning events in the character’s favor.
Attractiveness affects social interactions and charisma. Movement Allowance controls how far a
character can move during turns. Body Type measures physical strength and endurance, and
Empathy relates to emotional intelligence and social skills.



Assigning Attribute Points

When creating a character, players allocate a set number of points to these attributes, balancing
strengths and weaknesses according to their preferred playstyle. It is crucial to consider how these
stats interact with chosen roles and skills to create a coherent and effective character. Over-investing
in certain attributes without regard for role requirements can lead to suboptimal performance.

Choosing Your Role

The role defines the character’s profession, skills, and typical activities within the Cyberpunk 2020
universe. Each role comes with specific bonuses and skill sets that guide character development and
gameplay focus. Popular roles include Solo, Netrunner, Nomad, Fixer, Techie, and Cop, among others.
Selecting the right role is integral to shaping the character’s capabilities and narrative identity.

Role Overview

Each role offers unique advantages and challenges. Solos specialize in combat and physical prowess,
making them frontline fighters. Netrunners excel in hacking and cyber warfare, manipulating digital
environments. Nomads are survival experts with mobility and vehicle skills. Fixers act as
intermediaries and information brokers. Techies have expertise in repairing and modifying
technology. Cops focus on law enforcement and investigation. Understanding these roles helps
players create characters that fit the game’s narrative and mechanics.

Role-Specific Skill Packages

Roles come with predefined skill packages that provide a foundation for character abilities. These
packages ensure that players have the necessary tools to perform their roles effectively from the
start. Customizing these skills further allows players to tailor characters to their preferences while
maintaining role integrity.

Skills and Special Abilities

Skills in Cyberpunk 2020 determine what a character can do beyond their basic attributes. They cover
a wide range of actions, from combat techniques and technical know-how to social manipulation and
stealth. Players distribute skill points to develop proficiency in areas relevant to their role and
character concept.

Categories of Skills

Skills are grouped into categories such as Combat, Technical, Active, and Social. Combat skills include
Handgun, Rifle, Melee, and Athletics. Technical skills cover Electronics, Repair, and Programming.
Active skills involve Stealth, Perception, and Driving. Social skills encompass Persuasion, Streetwise,
and Human Perception. Focusing on appropriate skills enhances the character's effectiveness and role
fulfillment.



Special Abilities and Perks

Beyond basic skills, characters may acquire special abilities or perks that provide unique advantages
or enhancements. These can include heightened senses, specialized training, or cybernetic
enhancements that boost performance. Selecting these carefully can greatly influence gameplay and
character depth.

Selecting Cyberware

Cyberware represents the cybernetic augmentations that characters can install to enhance their
physical and mental capabilities. Cyberpunk 2020 features an extensive array of cybernetic implants,
each offering various benefits and potential drawbacks. Choosing the right cyberware is critical for
tailoring a character to specific combat, stealth, or technical roles.

Types of Cyberware

Cyberware includes neural processors, enhanced limbs, ocular implants, dermal plating, and interface
plugs, among others. Each type enhances different aspects such as strength, speed, vision, or
hacking ability. Some cyberware may also impose Humanity costs, reflecting the psychological impact
of augmentations on the character.

Humanity and Cyberpsychosis

While cyberware grants powerful advantages, excessive installation can negatively affect a
character’'s Humanity, leading to cyberpsychosis. Managing the balance between augmentation and
mental stability is a key consideration during character creation. Players must weigh the benefits of
cyberware against potential long-term consequences.

Background and Lifepath

The background and lifepath system in Cyberpunk 2020 provides a narrative framework for
characters, enriching their stories and motivations. Lifepath elements include family, friends,
enemies, motivations, and significant life events. These details help flesh out the character’s
personality and drive their actions in the game world.

Developing a Compelling Backstory

Creating a detailed backstory enhances roleplaying and immersion. It defines why the character
behaves in certain ways and what goals they pursue. Background choices also impact relationships
and potential plot hooks during gameplay.



Lifepath Generation Tools

Cyberpunk 2020 offers structured lifepath tables and random generation methods to help players
develop backgrounds quickly and creatively. These tools ensure a diverse and engaging character
history that integrates seamlessly into the game setting.

Balancing Your Character

Balancing attributes, skills, cyberware, and background elements is essential for creating a well-
rounded and effective character in Cyberpunk 2020. Proper balance ensures that the character can
handle various challenges and contribute meaningfully to the team.

Strategic Point Allocation

Players should allocate points thoughtfully, focusing on synergy between attributes and skills.
Prioritizing role-relevant stats while maintaining versatility allows the character to adapt to different
scenarios.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Over-specialization or neglecting key attributes can hinder gameplay. Avoiding excessive cyberware
that reduces Humanity excessively or ignoring social skills can limit narrative options. A balanced
approach maximizes both performance and storytelling potential.

1. Define your character concept and preferred role.

2. Allocate attribute points to reflect strengths and weaknesses.
3. Select role-specific skills and special abilities.

4. Choose cyberware judiciously, considering Humanity cost.

5. Develop a rich background and lifepath.

6. Review and balance all elements to ensure synergy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps for creating a character in



Cyberpunk 2020?

The basic steps for creating a character in Cyberpunk 2020 include choosing a role, allocating
attribute points, selecting skills, determining your character's background, purchasing equipment,
and defining your character's personal details and motivation.

How do | choose and customize a role in Cyberpunk 2020
character creation?

In Cyberpunk 2020, you start by selecting a role such as Solo, Netrunner, or Techie. Each role has
unique abilities and skill bonuses. You then customize your character by assigning attribute points
and selecting skills that complement your chosen role.

What attributes are important when creating a Cyberpunk
2020 character?

The key attributes in Cyberpunk 2020 are Intelligence, Reflexes, Cool, Technical Ability, Luck,
Attractiveness, Movement Allowance, and Body. The importance of each attribute depends on the role
and playstyle you want for your character.

How does skill allocation work during Cyberpunk 2020
character creation?

Skills in Cyberpunk 2020 are divided into categories linked to your role. You get a pool of skill points
to distribute among these skills, with some skills being more expensive to improve. Prioritize skills
that align with your character's role and intended activities.

Can | customize my character’s cyberware during creation in
Cyberpunk 2020?

Yes, during character creation you can select cyberware enhancements within your character’s
budget. Cyberware can provide various benefits, but also come with humanity costs that affect your
character's mental health.

What resources should | use for a detailed Cyberpunk 2020
character creation guide?

The primary resource is the official Cyberpunk 2020 rulebook, which includes a thorough character
creation section. Additionally, fan-made guides, forums like Reddit's r/cyberpunk, and online character
generators can be very helpful.

How can | create a balanced character in Cyberpunk 2020?

To create a balanced character, evenly distribute attributes and skill points to avoid weaknesses.
Consider your role's strengths and weaknesses, incorporate some cyberware for versatility, and
ensure your character's background and motivations support your playstyle.



Additional Resources

1. Cyberpunk 2020: Official Character Creation Handbook

This comprehensive guide dives deep into the mechanics of building your ideal character in the
Cyberpunk 2020 universe. It covers everything from selecting roles and attributes to skills and
cybernetic enhancements. Perfect for both new and experienced players, it provides detailed
examples and tips to bring your character to life. Whether you want to be a netrunner, solo, or techie,
this handbook has you covered.

2. Edgerunner's Guide to Cyberpunk 2020

This book offers an extensive overview of the various archetypes and character backgrounds in
Cyberpunk 2020. It includes advice on creating compelling personalities, motivations, and backstories
that fit within Night City’s gritty setting. The guide also explores how different roles interact and the
dynamics of party composition.

3. Streetwise: A Cyberpunk 2020 Roleplaying Companion

Focused on the social and street-level aspects of character creation, Streetwise provides insights into
gang affiliations, street credibility, and reputation systems. It helps players flesh out their characters’
connections within Night City’s underworld and offers detailed rules for street smarts and urban
survival. This supplement adds depth to characters who rely on street knowledge and contacts.

4. Cybernetic Enhancements and You: A Cyberpunk 2020 Player’s Guide

This book specializes in the cyberware available to Cyberpunk 2020 characters, detailing the benefits,
drawbacks, and lore behind various augmentations. It provides guidance on integrating cybernetic
enhancements into your character’s backstory and gameplay style. The guide also discusses
maintenance, upgrades, and how cyberware affects identity and humanity.

5. Netrunner’s Manual: Mastering the Digital Frontier in Cyberpunk 2020

Dedicated to the netrunner role, this manual breaks down the skills, programs, and tactics essential
for hacking and virtual infiltration. It includes detailed character creation tips for netrunners, from
attribute allocation to equipment loadouts. Players will find strategies for surviving in the digital
matrix and making their mark in cyberspace.

6. The Solo’s Arsenal: Combat and Survival for Cyberpunk 2020 Characters

This book focuses on building effective solo characters, emphasizing combat skills, weaponry, and
tactical decision-making. It covers various fighting styles, armor choices, and the psychological
aspects of being a mercenary or bodyguard in Night City. The guide helps players create resilient and
lethal characters ready for any firefight.

7. Techie’s Workshop: Crafting and Engineering in Cyberpunk 2020

Designed for players interested in the techie role, this guide explores character creation with a focus
on technical skills, gadget crafting, and vehicle customization. It provides rules and tips for inventing
new devices and maintaining high-tech equipment. The book encourages creativity and problem-
solving through engineering prowess.

8. Law and Disorder: Creating Corporate and Law Enforcement Characters in Cyberpunk 2020

This supplement assists players who want to portray characters from corporate security, law
enforcement, or government agencies. It covers character motivations, ethical dilemmas, and the
balance between order and chaos in Night City. The guide includes role-specific skills and background
options for a more nuanced gameplay experience.



9. Roleplaying Night City: Bringing Cyberpunk 2020 Characters to Life

This narrative-focused book emphasizes character development, roleplaying techniques, and
storytelling within the Cyberpunk 2020 setting. It offers advice on embodying your character’s
personality, handling moral choices, and interacting with the city’s diverse inhabitants. The guide
aims to enhance immersion and create memorable roleplaying moments.
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