disability studies minor osu

disability studies minor osu offers students a unique interdisciplinary opportunity to explore the
social, cultural, and political dimensions of disability. This minor at Ohio State University (OSU) is
designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of disability from multiple perspectives,
including history, policy, and lived experience. Students engaging in this program develop critical
thinking skills that challenge traditional views and advocate for equity and inclusion. The disability
studies minor at OSU equips learners with knowledge applicable to a variety of professional fields
such as education, healthcare, social work, and law. This article delves into the structure, benefits,
and academic requirements of the disability studies minor at OSU, providing prospective students
with a detailed overview. Additionally, it highlights career pathways and the broader impact of
disability studies education. The following sections outline the key aspects of the disability studies
minor osu program and its relevance in contemporary society.

e Overview of the Disability Studies Minor at OSU
e Academic Curriculum and Course Requirements
 Benefits of Pursuing the Disability Studies Minor
e Career Opportunities and Professional Applications

e Resources and Support for Disability Studies Students at OSU

Overview of the Disability Studies Minor at OSU

The disability studies minor at OSU is an interdisciplinary program aimed at fostering a deep
understanding of disability as a complex social and cultural phenomenon. Unlike traditional models
that view disability solely as a medical condition, this minor explores disability through lenses such as
social justice, human rights, and identity politics. The program draws from various academic
disciplines including sociology, psychology, education, and health sciences to provide a holistic
educational experience. Students are encouraged to critically analyze the barriers faced by people
with disabilities and the societal structures that contribute to exclusion and discrimination. The minor
is well-suited for students interested in advocacy, policy reform, or research related to disability
issues. By engaging with diverse perspectives, students gain skills to promote inclusivity in multiple
professional settings.

Program Objectives

The disability studies minor at OSU aims to:

e Enhance understanding of disability as a social construct and identity.

e Develop critical awareness of historical and contemporary disability issues.



e Promote knowledge of disability rights, policies, and advocacy efforts.
e Encourage application of interdisciplinary approaches to disability studies.

e Prepare students for careers or graduate study involving disability-related work.

Academic Curriculum and Course Requirements

The curriculum for the disability studies minor osu involves a combination of core courses and
electives that together provide a comprehensive exploration of disability topics. The minor typically
requires completion of around 15 to 18 credit hours, depending on specific program guidelines.
Students must complete foundational courses that introduce key concepts, terminology, and historical
contexts of disability studies. Elective courses allow students to tailor their learning toward areas such
as policy, education, or health care. Many courses incorporate experiential learning components to
connect theoretical knowledge with real-world disability issues. OSU ensures that the curriculum
remains current by integrating contemporary research and emerging topics within the field.

Core Course Components

Core courses in the disability studies minor usually cover:

Introduction to Disability Studies: foundational theories and frameworks.

History of Disability: exploration of disability in historical context.

Disability and Society: examination of social attitudes, stigma, and inclusion.

Policy and Advocacy: study of laws, rights, and activism related to disability.

Elective Course Options

Elective courses often include topics such as:

Disability and Education

Health and Rehabilitation

Disability in Media and Culture

Assistive Technology and Accessibility

Intersectionality and Disability



Benefits of Pursuing the Disability Studies Minor

Obtaining a disability studies minor at OSU offers numerous academic and professional benefits.
Students gain a nuanced understanding of disability that challenges stereotypes and promotes
empathy. The minor enhances critical thinking and communication skills by encouraging students to
analyze complex social issues and advocate for systemic change. It also broadens cultural
competence, an essential skill in diverse workplaces and communities. Additionally, the
interdisciplinary approach equips students with knowledge applicable across various sectors including
education, healthcare, social services, and law enforcement. The minor complements many majors by
adding a valuable perspective on inclusion and human rights.

Key Advantages

Development of advocacy skills for disability rights and inclusion.

Preparation for graduate studies in social work, public health, law, or education.

Improved cultural competency and sensitivity toward diverse populations.

Enhanced employability in sectors committed to accessibility and social justice.

Opportunities to engage with a community of scholars and practitioners focused on disability
issues.

Career Opportunities and Professional Applications

The disability studies minor osu prepares students for a wide range of careers that value expertise in
disability-related issues. Graduates may pursue roles in nonprofit organizations, government
agencies, educational institutions, healthcare providers, and advocacy groups. Knowledge gained
through the minor is particularly relevant for positions involving policy analysis, program
development, counseling, and community outreach. Employers increasingly recognize the importance
of disability awareness and inclusivity, making this minor a competitive asset. Additionally, the critical
perspectives and research skills developed through the program support careers in academia and
social research.

Potential Career Paths

1. Disability Rights Advocate
2. Special Education Teacher
3. Rehabilitation Counselor

4. Policy Analyst for Disability Services



5. Healthcare Administrator focusing on Accessibility
6. Program Coordinator at Disability-Focused Nonprofits

7. Social Worker specializing in Disability Support

Resources and Support for Disability Studies Students
at OSU

OSU offers a variety of resources to support students pursuing the disability studies minor. Academic
advising helps students select appropriate courses and plan their academic trajectory. The university
also provides access to disability services, ensuring that students with disabilities receive necessary
accommodations and support. Various student organizations and events promote community
engagement and networking opportunities within the field of disability studies. Faculty members often
serve as mentors and facilitate connections to internships and research projects. Additionally, OSU
hosts lectures, workshops, and conferences that enrich the learning experience and foster
professional development.

Available Resources

e Academic Advising for Disability Studies students

 Office of Disability Services for accommodations and support

e Student organizations focused on disability advocacy and awareness
¢ Access to research centers and faculty expertise in disability studies

e Internship and volunteer opportunities related to disability issues

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Disability Studies minor at OSU?

The Disability Studies minor at Oregon State University (OSU) is an interdisciplinary program that
explores disability as a social, cultural, and political phenomenon, focusing on disability rights,
accessibility, and inclusion.

Which departments contribute to the Disability Studies minor



at OSU?

The Disability Studies minor at OSU draws from multiple departments including Women, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies, Sociology, Anthropology, and Education, providing a broad interdisciplinary
perspective.

How many credits are required to complete the Disability
Studies minor at OSU?

Typically, the Disability Studies minor at OSU requires around 24-27 credits, including core courses
and electives, but students should consult the latest OSU catalog for exact requirements.

What are some core courses in the Disability Studies minor at
osu?

Core courses often include Introduction to Disability Studies, Disability and Society, and courses
examining disability rights, policy, and culture, offered through various departments at OSU.

Can students from any major pursue the Disability Studies
minor at OSU?

Yes, the Disability Studies minor at OSU is open to students from all majors who are interested in
understanding disability from a social and cultural perspective.

Does OSU offer online courses for the Disability Studies
minor?

OSU offers some courses online, but availability can vary each term. Students interested in the
Disability Studies minor should check the current course schedule for online options.

What career opportunities can the Disability Studies minor at
OSU prepare students for?

The minor prepares students for careers in advocacy, social work, education, healthcare, public
policy, and nonprofit organizations focused on disability rights and inclusion.

Are there any research or internship opportunities related to
Disability Studies at OSU?

Yes, OSU encourages students to engage in research projects and internships related to disability
advocacy, policy, and community services to gain practical experience.

How does the Disability Studies minor at OSU promote
inclusion and accessibility on campus?

The program fosters awareness and advocacy for disability rights, collaborates with campus



accessibility services, and promotes inclusive practices through education and community
engagement.

Additional Resources

1. Disability Studies: An Interdisciplinary Introduction

This book offers a comprehensive overview of disability studies as an academic field, exploring social,
cultural, and political perspectives on disability. It challenges traditional views by emphasizing
disability as a social construct rather than merely a medical condition. The text includes contributions
from various disciplines, making it ideal for students pursuing a minor in disability studies at OSU.

2. The Disability Studies Reader

A seminal anthology that collects key essays and writings from leading disability scholars, this reader
provides diverse perspectives on disability theory, identity, and activism. It covers important topics
such as accessibility, representation, and rights, offering foundational knowledge for those studying
disability in an academic setting. This book is frequently used in university disability studies courses.

3. Nothing About Us Without Us: Disability Oppression and Empowerment by James |. Charlton
Charlton explores the history and politics of the disability rights movement, advocating for greater
empowerment and participation of disabled people in decisions affecting their lives. The book
highlights the importance of self-advocacy and community organizing, providing a critical look at
oppression and resistance. It's an essential read for understanding disability activism within the
broader social justice framework.

4. Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice edited by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha

This collection centers on the intersections of disability, race, gender, and economic justice,
emphasizing the role of care work in disability justice. Through essays, poems, and personal
narratives, it reimagines care as a form of political resistance and community building. The book is
particularly useful for students interested in intersectionality within disability studies.

5. Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US
Minority Its Rights by Lennard ]. Davis

Davis provides a detailed history of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), examining its impact on
civil rights for disabled individuals in the United States. The book traces the legislative process and
highlights the significance of the ADA in shaping public policy and social attitudes. It is a valuable
resource for understanding legal frameworks related to disability.

6. Extraordinary Bodies: Figuring Physical Disability in American Culture and Literature by Rosemarie
Garland-Thomson

This work analyzes representations of physical disability in American literature and culture, revealing
how narratives shape societal perceptions of disability. Garland-Thomson uses critical theory to
explore the relationship between embodiment and identity. The book is highly regarded for its
interdisciplinary approach and is relevant for students examining disability in cultural contexts.

7. Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century edited by Alice Wong

A powerful collection of essays by disabled writers, this book offers diverse personal perspectives on
living with disability today. The narratives cover themes such as accessibility, discrimination, joy, and
resilience, providing authentic voices often missing from mainstream discourse. It is an inspiring
resource for those studying disability from a social and cultural viewpoint.



8. Nothing to Lose But Our Chains: Black Radical Women, 1968-1980 by Barbara Smith

While not exclusively about disability, this book includes critical discussions on the intersections of
race, gender, and disability within Black feminist activism. It highlights how disability is integral to
understanding broader struggles for social justice and equity. The text is beneficial for students
interested in intersectional approaches within disability studies.

9. Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight Against Medical Discrimination by Alondra
Nelson

Nelson’s work investigates the Black Panther Party’s efforts to combat medical discrimination and
improve healthcare access, including for disabled individuals within Black communities. The book
illuminates the connections between race, disability, and health justice movements. It enriches the
study of disability by situating it within historical and political contexts relevant to OSU’s disability
studies minor.
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