
dokuwiki supports some simple markup
language
dokuwiki supports some simple markup language that is designed to facilitate easy content
creation and management without the need for complex coding skills. This lightweight markup
syntax enables users to format text, create links, add images, and organize content efficiently within
the DokuWiki platform. As an open-source wiki software, DokuWiki prioritizes simplicity and
accessibility, making it an ideal choice for collaborative documentation, knowledge bases, and
intranets. The markup language it supports is intuitive and straightforward, allowing users to focus
on content rather than technical formatting. This article delves into the core features of DokuWiki's
simple markup language, exploring its syntax, formatting capabilities, and best practices for
effective documentation. Additionally, practical examples and tips provide a comprehensive
understanding of how to leverage DokuWiki’s markup for enhanced content presentation and
usability.
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Overview of DokuWiki’s Simple Markup Language
DokuWiki supports a simplified markup language that focuses on clarity and ease of use. Unlike
more complex markup languages such as HTML or Markdown, DokuWiki’s syntax is tailored to non-
technical users, enabling quick documentation without prior programming knowledge. This
lightweight markup language is embedded directly into the wiki pages, allowing content to be
written in plain text with formatting commands that the DokuWiki engine interprets and renders as
styled HTML on the front end.

The design philosophy behind this markup is to keep the editing process straightforward, reducing
barriers to contribution and encouraging collaborative content development. It is highly readable
even in its raw form, making it easy to edit and maintain over time. Furthermore, DokuWiki’s
markup supports a wide range of formatting options, from simple bold or italic text to more complex
elements such as tables, footnotes, and multimedia integration.

Basic Text Formatting in DokuWiki
One of the fundamental aspects of the markup language supported by DokuWiki is basic text



formatting. This includes applying styles such as bold, italic, underline, and monospace to enhance
readability and emphasize important information. These formatting commands are easy to remember
and apply, making the writing process efficient.

Bold, Italic, and Underline
To create bold text in DokuWiki, users enclose the desired text within double asterisks, for example,
**bold text**. Italic text is achieved using double slashes around the text, such as //italic text//.
Underlining is less common but can be implemented using double underscores like __underlined
text__.

Monospace and Superscript
Monospace text, often used for code snippets or command-line instructions, is surrounded by double
backticks, for example, ``monospace text``. Superscript text can be created using the caret symbol,
such as text^superscript^, which is useful for mathematical notations or footnotes.

Lists and Line Breaks
DokuWiki supports both ordered and unordered lists to organize content clearly. Unordered lists are
created using asterisks (*) at the beginning of each item, while ordered lists use hyphens (-) or
numbers followed by periods. Line breaks are inserted by ending a line with two spaces or using
double backslashes.

Unordered list item example: * Item 1

Ordered list item example: - Item 1 or 1. Item 1

Creating Links and Embedding Media
DokuWiki’s markup language also simplifies the process of creating internal and external links as
well as embedding media files such as images and videos. These features enhance the interactivity
and resourcefulness of wiki pages.

Internal and External Links
Internal links within the wiki are created by enclosing the target page name in double square
brackets, like [[start]], which links to the start page. External links to websites are enclosed in single
square brackets with the URL and optional link text, for example, [http://example.com Example Site].
This approach keeps linking straightforward and prevents broken links by encouraging consistent
page naming conventions.

Embedding Images and Media
Images can be embedded using the syntax {{image.jpg}}, where the filename corresponds to a
media file uploaded to the wiki’s media manager. Additional parameters allow resizing or aligning



the image. Videos and other media types can be embedded similarly if supported by plugins,
extending the functionality beyond basic text.

Structuring Content with Lists and Headings
Effective content organization is critical for readability and usability in any documentation system.
DokuWiki’s simple markup language offers tools for structuring content using headings and lists that
create a clear hierarchy and logical flow.

Headings and Subheadings
Headings are created by surrounding text with equal signs. The number of equal signs determines
the heading level, with ====== Level 1 ====== for the highest level and fewer signs for lower
levels. This allows authors to break content into sections and subsections, improving navigation and
comprehension.

Nested Lists
Lists in DokuWiki can be nested to represent hierarchical information or multi-level processes. This
is achieved by adding spaces before the list markers. For example, an indented asterisk indicates a
sub-item under a main list entry. Proper use of nested lists helps users understand relationships
between points and steps clearly.

Main list item 11.

Sub-item 1a

Sub-item 1b

Main list item 22.

Advanced Markup Features and Plugins
Beyond the basic syntax, DokuWiki supports additional markup constructs and plugin extensions
that enhance functionality and customization. These advanced features allow organizations to tailor
their documentation environment to specific needs.

Tables and Footnotes
Tables can be created using a simple markup syntax with vertical bars separating cells, enabling
structured presentation of data without complex code. Footnotes are supported through inline
markup that references notes at the bottom of the page, improving clarity and citation practices.



Plugins for Extended Markup
DokuWiki’s plugin architecture empowers users to extend the simple markup language with
additional capabilities such as syntax highlighting, diagrams, math formulas, and enhanced media
embedding. These plugins integrate seamlessly with the core markup, maintaining ease of use while
offering advanced content features.

Frequently Asked Questions

What markup language does DokuWiki support?
DokuWiki supports a simple, lightweight markup language specifically designed for easy editing and
readability without needing HTML knowledge.

Is DokuWiki markup language easy to learn for beginners?
Yes, DokuWiki's markup language is designed to be simple and intuitive, making it easy for
beginners to create and format content quickly.

Can I use standard Markdown syntax in DokuWiki?
DokuWiki does not natively support standard Markdown syntax, but it uses its own simple markup
language that serves a similar purpose. There are plugins available to enable Markdown support if
needed.

What are some basic formatting options available in
DokuWiki's markup?
Basic formatting in DokuWiki includes headings, bold and italic text, lists, links, images, code blocks,
and tables using straightforward syntax.

Does DokuWiki markup support creating tables?
Yes, DokuWiki's markup language supports creating tables using a simple syntax that involves using
vertical bars '|' to separate cells.

Can I include images using DokuWiki's markup language?
Yes, you can easily embed images in DokuWiki pages using the markup syntax by specifying the
image filename and optional parameters like size and alignment.

Are there plugins to extend DokuWiki's markup capabilities?
Yes, DokuWiki has a variety of plugins that extend its markup language with additional features such
as enhanced syntax, multimedia support, and integration with other tools.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering DokuWiki: A Comprehensive Guide to Simple Markup
This book offers an in-depth exploration of DokuWiki’s capabilities, focusing on its simple yet
powerful markup language. Readers will learn how to create, edit, and manage content efficiently
using DokuWiki’s syntax. Practical examples and tips help users of all levels enhance their
documentation and collaboration efforts.

2. Getting Started with DokuWiki: Simple Markup for Beginners
Designed for newcomers, this book introduces the basics of DokuWiki’s markup language, guiding
users through installation, setup, and basic content creation. It breaks down the syntax into easy-to-
understand segments and includes exercises to build confidence. By the end, readers will be
comfortable creating well-structured wiki pages.

3. Advanced DokuWiki Techniques: Leveraging Simple Markup for Complex Documentation
Aimed at experienced users, this book delves into advanced markup features and customization
options within DokuWiki. It covers templates, plugins, and integrating multimedia content using
simple markup. The text empowers users to create dynamic and comprehensive documentation
systems.

4. DokuWiki Syntax Essentials: Quick Reference and Usage Guide
This handy reference book compiles all essential DokuWiki markup commands and syntax in one
place. Perfect for quick look-ups, it provides examples and best practices for formatting text, tables,
lists, and more. It’s an ideal companion for anyone who regularly edits or manages DokuWiki pages.

5. Collaborative Documentation with DokuWiki: Harnessing Simple Markup for Teamwork
Focusing on team collaboration, this book explains how DokuWiki’s simple markup language
facilitates effective group documentation. It covers access control, versioning, and workflow
integration, helping teams maintain clear and consistent content. Readers will discover strategies to
improve communication and productivity.

6. Customizing Your DokuWiki: Simple Markup and Beyond
This guide teaches users how to personalize their DokuWiki environment through markup
customization and plugin development. It explains how to extend the basic markup language to suit
specific needs and branding. The book encourages creativity while maintaining usability and
simplicity.

7. DokuWiki for Educators: Using Simple Markup to Create Interactive Learning Materials
Educators will find this book invaluable for creating engaging course content using DokuWiki. It
demonstrates how to use simple markup to organize lessons, embed multimedia, and facilitate
student collaboration. Practical tips help teachers leverage DokuWiki’s strengths in an educational
setting.

8. Efficient Knowledge Management with DokuWiki and Simple Markup
This book explores how organizations can implement DokuWiki as a knowledge management tool. It
highlights best practices for structuring information, tagging, and maintaining content accuracy
using simple markup. Readers will learn to create scalable and easy-to-navigate knowledge bases.

9. DokuWiki Markup Language: Tips, Tricks, and Best Practices
Ideal for users looking to refine their markup skills, this book offers a collection of expert advice on
writing clean, readable, and efficient DokuWiki syntax. It includes common pitfalls, optimization



techniques, and ways to enhance page aesthetics without complex coding. A must-have for anyone
aiming to master DokuWiki’s simple markup.
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