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dr jekyll and mr hyde sparknotes provide essential insights and summaries for Robert
Louis Stevenson’s classic novella, "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde." This article
offers a comprehensive overview of the plot, characters, themes, and symbols found within
the story, delivering a detailed understanding suitable for students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts. The analysis includes explanations of key literary devices and the
novella’s historical context, which enrich the reading experience. Readers will gain clarity
on the duality of human nature, a central theme explored through the contrasting
characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Additionally, this article highlights the moral and
psychological dimensions that make the novella a lasting work in Gothic literature. The
following sections will break down the narrative, explore the characters, and examine the
thematic elements to provide a thorough dr jekyll and mr hyde sparknotes resource.
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Plot Summary of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
The plot of Robert Louis Stevenson's "Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" revolves
around the mysterious connection between Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist, and
Edward Hyde, a sinister and violent figure. The narrative is primarily told through the
perspective of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, Jekyll’s lawyer and friend, who investigates the
strange occurrences surrounding Hyde. The story unfolds gradually, revealing the dark
secret that Jekyll uses a chemical potion to transform into Hyde, thereby separating his
good and evil selves. This duality leads to tragic consequences as Hyde’s violent actions
escalate beyond control.

Introduction to the Plot
The novella begins with Mr. Utterson learning about Hyde’s criminal behavior and his
troubling influence over Dr. Jekyll. Utterson’s curiosity and concern drive him to uncover
the truth behind the two men’s connection. The plot progresses through a series of
encounters, letters, and confessions that unveil the complex psychological struggle within
Jekyll.



Key Events in the Story
Important moments include Hyde’s brutal attack on a young girl, the mysterious
disappearance of Jekyll at times, and the eventual confession letter explaining the
transformation. The climax occurs when Hyde commits murder, forcing Jekyll to confront
the consequences of his experiments. The story concludes with the permanent dominance
of Hyde’s personality and Jekyll’s ultimate demise.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" are crucial for understanding the novella’s
exploration of identity and morality. Each character represents different facets of
Victorian society and human nature, contributing to the narrative’s complexity.

Dr. Henry Jekyll
Dr. Jekyll is a well-respected scientist and physician who struggles to reconcile his
respectable public persona with his darker impulses. His creation of the Hyde persona
symbolizes his attempt to separate and indulge his evil desires without damaging his
social reputation. Jekyll’s internal conflict drives the novella’s central theme of duality.

Mr. Edward Hyde
Hyde is Jekyll’s evil alter ego, embodying pure malevolence and cruelty. Physically
described as smaller and deformed, Hyde’s presence evokes fear and revulsion in others.
He acts without conscience or restraint, representing the unchecked id in Freudian terms.
Hyde’s actions ultimately lead to the destruction of both himself and Jekyll.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson
Utterson serves as the novella’s moral center and primary narrator. As Jekyll’s lawyer and
friend, he investigates the strange connection between Jekyll and Hyde. Utterson’s
rational and cautious nature contrasts with the chaotic influence of Hyde, highlighting
themes of secrecy and societal order.

Other Supporting Characters

Dr. Hastie Lanyon – A former friend of Jekyll who represents scientific skepticism
and shock at Jekyll’s experiments.

Poole – Jekyll’s loyal butler who becomes suspicious of his master’s behavior.

Sir Danvers Carew – A respected member of society who becomes a victim of Hyde’s
violence.



Themes and Motifs in the Novella
The novella is rich with themes that probe the complexities of human nature, morality, and
societal expectations. Understanding these themes is essential for a comprehensive dr
jekyll and mr hyde sparknotes overview.

Duality of Human Nature
The central theme is the duality of human nature, illustrated by the coexistence of good
and evil within a single individual. Jekyll and Hyde symbolize the struggle between these
conflicting impulses, suggesting that all humans harbor darker desires beneath their
civilized exteriors.

Science and Morality
The story explores the ethical limits of scientific experimentation. Jekyll’s use of science to
separate his moral self from his immoral self raises questions about the consequences of
tampering with nature and the human psyche.

Repression and Victorian Society
Victorian social norms demanded strict repression of base desires, and the novella
critiques this repression by showing how it leads to hidden corruption and violence.
Hyde’s existence is a consequence of Jekyll’s need to conceal his darker impulses.

Fear and the Unknown
The novella also examines fear of the unknown and the other. Hyde’s mysterious and
sinister nature evokes societal anxieties about deviance and the breakdown of social
order.

Symbols and Literary Devices
Stevenson employs various symbols and literary techniques to deepen the novella’s
meaning and enhance its Gothic atmosphere.

The Potion
The chemical potion that transforms Jekyll into Hyde symbolizes the dangerous allure of
scientific experimentation and the possibility of unleashing hidden parts of the self. It
serves as a physical manifestation of Jekyll’s internal conflict.

The Door
The door to Jekyll’s laboratory represents the boundary between the respectable world
and the dark, hidden reality of Hyde. It symbolizes secrecy, mystery, and the duality of
appearances versus reality.



Setting and Atmosphere
The gloomy streets of London, the fog, and the contrast between Jekyll’s elegant home and
Hyde’s squalid haunts contribute to the novella’s mood. These elements emphasize themes
of concealment, danger, and moral decay.

Use of Narrative Structure
The story’s structure, including multiple perspectives and the use of letters and
confessions, builds suspense and gradually reveals the truth. This fragmented narrative
style reflects the fractured nature of Jekyll’s identity.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural background of "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde"
enhances the appreciation of its themes and significance.

Victorian Era Influences
The novella reflects Victorian concerns about morality, science, and social order. The
strict social codes of the time forced individuals to hide immoral impulses, which
Stevenson critiques through Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde.

Advances in Science and Psychology
The late 19th century saw rapid progress in scientific knowledge and early psychological
theories. The novella engages with contemporary debates about human nature, the
subconscious, and the potential dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation.

Gothic Literary Tradition
Stevenson’s work fits within the Gothic tradition, characterized by dark settings,
supernatural elements, and themes of horror and madness. The novella uses these
conventions to explore psychological horror rather than supernatural terror.

Impact and Legacy
"Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" has influenced countless adaptations and continues to be a
reference point in discussions of identity, morality, and the human psyche. Its portrayal of
duality remains relevant in literary and cultural studies.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
according to SparkNotes?
According to SparkNotes, the main theme of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is the duality of
human nature, exploring the conflict between good and evil within a single individual.

How does SparkNotes summarize the plot of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde?
SparkNotes summarizes the plot as a story about Dr Henry Jekyll, who creates a potion
that transforms him into the evil Mr Hyde, leading to tragic consequences as his darker
side takes over.

What is the significance of the setting in Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde according to SparkNotes?
SparkNotes highlights that the setting, Victorian London, reflects the novel's themes of
repression and duality, with its dark, foggy streets symbolizing the hidden evil lurking
beneath a respectable society.

How does SparkNotes describe the character of Mr
Hyde?
SparkNotes describes Mr Hyde as the embodiment of Dr Jekyll's suppressed evil impulses,
representing pure malevolence and the darker side of human nature that society tries to
conceal.

What narrative style does SparkNotes note in Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde?
SparkNotes notes that the novel uses a combination of first-person and third-person
narration, with a structure that builds suspense through multiple perspectives and the
gradual revelation of Jekyll's secret.

According to SparkNotes, what role does science play in
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde?
SparkNotes explains that science in the novel symbolizes both discovery and danger, as Dr
Jekyll's scientific experiments lead to the unleashing of his darker self, raising questions
about the ethical limits of scientific exploration.

What is the moral lesson of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
highlighted by SparkNotes?
SparkNotes emphasizes the moral lesson that repressing one's darker impulses can lead to
destructive consequences, suggesting the importance of acknowledging and controlling



the dual aspects of human nature.

How does SparkNotes interpret the ending of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde?
SparkNotes interprets the ending as a tragic conclusion where Dr Jekyll loses control over
Mr Hyde, illustrating the ultimate failure to contain the darker side and the irreversible
consequences of his experiments.

What symbols does SparkNotes identify in Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde?
SparkNotes identifies key symbols such as the locked cabinet, representing hidden
secrets; the potion, symbolizing transformation; and the foggy London streets, symbolizing
moral ambiguity and concealment.

Additional Resources
1. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: A Study Guide
This study guide offers a comprehensive analysis of Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic
novella, focusing on its themes, characters, and plot. It provides chapter summaries and
critical insights that help readers understand the duality of human nature portrayed in the
story. Perfect for students and literature enthusiasts looking to deepen their grasp of the
text.

2. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: An Annotated Edition
This annotated edition includes the full text of Stevenson’s work along with detailed notes
that explain historical context, language, and symbolism. It highlights the psychological
and moral questions raised by the narrative. Readers gain a richer appreciation of the
novella’s enduring relevance.

3. Exploring Duality: Themes in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
This book delves into the theme of duality and the conflict between good and evil as
depicted in Stevenson’s story. It examines how the novella reflects Victorian society’s
anxieties about identity and morality. The analysis is supported by references to other
literary works and philosophical ideas.

4. Gothic Literature and the Legacy of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
This work explores the novella’s place within the Gothic literary tradition and its influence
on subsequent horror and psychological fiction. It discusses the use of suspense, setting,
and character archetypes that define the genre. The book also considers modern
adaptations and reinterpretations.

5. Psychology in Literature: Understanding Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Focusing on the psychological dimensions of the characters, this book interprets the story
through the lens of modern psychology. It discusses concepts such as dissociative identity
disorder and the shadow self. Readers learn how literature can reflect complex mental
health issues.



6. Victorian Society and the Moral Questions in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
This title investigates the social and moral context in which Stevenson wrote the novella.
It analyzes how Victorian values about reputation, science, and religion shape the
narrative. The book provides a backdrop for understanding the fears and tensions that
drive the plot.

7. Adaptations of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: From Page to Screen
This book surveys various film, theater, and television adaptations of the novella. It looks
at how different creators have interpreted the story’s themes and characters over time.
The analysis includes discussion of changes made to suit contemporary audiences.

8. Character Analysis: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
This focused study breaks down the complexities of the protagonist’s dual identity. It
explores motivations, symbolism, and the transformation process. The book aids readers in
understanding how Stevenson constructs a compelling and tragic figure.

9. Comparative Studies: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and Other Dual-Personality Novels
This comparative work places Stevenson’s novella alongside other literary texts that
explore split identities and internal conflict. It highlights similarities and differences in
narrative technique and thematic focus. The book is valuable for those interested in the
broader literary treatment of duality.
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