gsu guide to first-year writing
composition i

gsu guide to first-year writing composition i is an essential resource for new students
at Georgia State University embarking on their academic journey. This guide offers a
comprehensive overview of the First-Year Writing Composition | course, detailing its
structure, objectives, and expectations. It highlights key skills such as critical reading,
argumentative writing, research techniques, and effective communication that students will
develop. Additionally, this guide provides valuable insights into course requirements,
grading criteria, and strategies for success. Understanding this guide will help students
navigate the coursework with confidence and lay a strong foundation for future academic
writing endeavors. The following sections will explore the course overview, curriculum
components, assessment methods, and useful resources available to students.

e Course Overview and Objectives
e Curriculum and Key Components
e Assessment and Grading

e Writing Skills Development

e Resources and Support Services

Course Overview and Objectives

The First-Year Writing Composition | course at GSU is designed to introduce students to the
fundamentals of academic writing and critical thinking. This course aims to develop
students' abilities to formulate coherent arguments, analyze texts, and communicate ideas
effectively in written form. It serves as a foundation for advanced writing courses and other
academic disciplines. The curriculum emphasizes clarity, organization, and the use of
evidence to support claims. By the end of the course, students should demonstrate
proficiency in various writing styles and be able to adapt their writing to different audiences
and purposes.

Purpose of the Course

The primary purpose of GSU's First-Year Writing Composition | is to equip students with
essential writing skills that are critical for academic success. This includes learning how to
engage with complex texts, construct persuasive arguments, and conduct basic research.
The course fosters analytical thinking and encourages students to express their ideas
clearly and logically.



Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to:

Understand and apply key principles of academic writing.

Develop thesis statements and coherent paragraphs.

Use evidence effectively to support arguments.

Engage critically with a variety of texts.

Revise and edit writing for clarity and correctness.

Curriculum and Key Components

The curriculum for First-Year Writing Composition | at GSU is structured to progressively
build writing and analytical skills. It incorporates a variety of assignments ranging from
short essays to research papers. Students engage in reading assignments, in-class writing
activities, peer reviews, and revision exercises. The course also includes instruction on
citation standards and academic integrity.

Types of Assignments

Assignments in this course are designed to challenge students and enhance their writing
capabilities. Common types of assignments include:

1. Reflective and response essays

N

. Analytical and argumentative essays
3. Research-based papers
4. Peer review and revision tasks

5. In-class writing exercises

Instructional Methods

Instruction combines lectures, discussions, and workshops to foster an interactive learning
environment. Faculty emphasize collaborative learning through peer feedback and group
activities. The course also integrates technology by using online resources and writing
platforms to facilitate drafting and editing.



Assessment and Grading

Assessment in the First-Year Writing Composition | course at GSU is designed to measure
students' progress and mastery of writing skills. Grading criteria focus on the quality of
content, organization, grammar, and adherence to assignment guidelines. Regular
feedback is provided to help students improve throughout the semester.

Evaluation Components

The major components considered for grading include:

e Quality and clarity of written assignments

Engagement in class activities and discussions

Timely submission of drafts and final papers

Participation in peer review sessions

Final exam or portfolio submission in some cases

Grading Scale and Standards

Grades are assigned according to GSU’s academic policies, with an emphasis on meeting or
exceeding the standards for college-level writing. Students are encouraged to seek
feedback and utilize campus resources to enhance their performance and meet grading
expectations.

Writing Skills Development

Developing strong writing skills is the core focus of the GSU guide to first-year writing
composition i. The course systematically addresses essential elements such as thesis
development, paragraph structure, coherence, and stylistic clarity. It also emphasizes the
importance of revision and editing as integral parts of the writing process.

Critical Reading and Analysis

Students learn to critically evaluate texts, identify arguments, and assess evidence. These
skills enable them to produce well-informed and persuasive essays. The course encourages
active reading strategies and annotation techniques to deepen comprehension.



Research and Citation

Basic research skills are introduced, including how to locate credible sources, integrate
evidence, and avoid plagiarism through proper citation. Familiarity with citation styles such
as MLA or APA is developed to prepare students for academic research projects.

Resources and Support Services

GSU offers a variety of resources to support students enrolled in First-Year Writing
Composition I. These services are designed to enhance learning and provide additional
assistance outside the classroom. Utilizing these resources contributes significantly to
student success in the course.

Writing Center

The GSU Writing Center provides one-on-one tutoring to help students improve their
writing. Tutors assist with brainstorming, organizing ideas, revising drafts, and
understanding assignment requirements. The center is a valuable resource for personalized
feedback and skill development.

Library and Online Resources

GSU’s library offers extensive digital and physical collections that support research and
writing assignments. Students have access to databases, scholarly journals, and citation
guides. Online writing labs and tutorials are also available to reinforce writing skills.

Workshops and Seminars

Throughout the semester, workshops and seminars are offered to address specific writing
challenges such as grammar, thesis development, and research methods. These sessions
provide targeted instruction and practice opportunities to complement course learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of GSU Guide to First-Year
Writing Composition I?

The primary focus of the GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition | is to help students
develop foundational writing skills, including thesis development, organization,
argumentation, and proper use of sources.



How does GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition |
help with thesis statements?

The guide provides strategies for crafting clear and concise thesis statements that
effectively convey the main argument or purpose of an essay.

What types of writing assignments are covered in the
GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition I?

The guide covers various writing assignments such as narrative essays, expository essays,
analytical papers, and research-based writing.

Does the GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition |
include tips on citation and avoiding plagiarism?

Yes, the guide includes instructions on proper citation methods and emphasizes the
importance of academic integrity to help students avoid plagiarism.

Can the GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition |
assist with revision and editing?

Absolutely, the guide offers techniques for revising drafts, improving clarity, coherence,
grammar, and overall writing quality.

Is the GSU Guide to First-Year Writing Composition |
suitable for students with no prior college-level writing
experience?

Yes, the guide is designed specifically for first-year students and provides step-by-step
support to build writing skills from the ground up.

Additional Resources

1. They Say /| Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing

This book by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein introduces essential templates to help
students engage in academic conversations. It focuses on teaching how to structure
arguments by responding to others' ideas, a crucial skill in first-year composition courses.
The clear examples and practical advice make it an excellent companion for improving
writing and critical thinking.

2. The Norton Field Guide to Writing

Authored by Richard Bullock, Maureen Daly Goggin, and Francine Weinberg, this guide
offers comprehensive coverage of writing process, rhetorical strategies, and research
methods. Its accessible format includes numerous examples and exercises tailored for first-
year college writers. The book emphasizes real-world writing situations and helps students
develop effective writing habits.



3. Writing Analytically

David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen's book focuses on developing analytical thinking and
writing skills. It encourages students to look beyond surface details to understand
underlying structures and meanings in texts. Ideal for composition students, it provides
strategies for close reading, argument development, and revision.

4. They Say /| Say with Readings

This edition combines the original argument templates with a collection of readings to
practice applying them. It is designed to help first-year writers engage more deeply with
academic texts and improve their writing through examples and exercises. The readings
span various disciplines, supporting interdisciplinary writing skills.

5. The Little Seagull Handbook

This concise handbook by Richard Bullock, Michal Brody, and Francine Weinberg covers
grammar, punctuation, research documentation, and writing strategies. It serves as a quick
reference for first-year writing students to clarify common writing challenges. Its user-
friendly layout helps students confidently edit and improve their compositions.

6. Everything's an Argument

By Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz, this book explores argumentation in
everyday contexts and academic writing. It teaches students how to recognize arguments
and construct persuasive texts effectively. The book includes visual rhetoric and digital
media examples, making it relevant for contemporary composition courses.

7. They Say /| Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 4th Edition

This updated edition includes new chapters and examples reflecting current academic
writing trends. It continues to provide essential rhetorical templates for structuring
arguments and engaging with sources. Suitable for first-year composition students, it
enhances argumentation skills and source integration.

8. Writing with Sources: A Guide for Students

Beth Luey’s guide focuses on the ethical and effective use of sources in academic writing. It
covers paraphrasing, summarizing, quoting, and citation practices to help first-year writers
avoid plagiarism. The book provides clear explanations and practical exercises for
mastering research-based writing.

9. The Craft of Research

Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams offer a detailed approach to
conducting research and presenting findings clearly. This book is valuable for first-year
composition students learning to integrate research into their writing. It guides readers
through formulating research questions, organizing evidence, and crafting compelling
arguments.
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