
houston oilers running backs history

houston oilers running backs history traces the evolution of one of the most dynamic positions in
the franchise’s early years, showcasing a lineage of talented athletes who contributed significantly
to the team’s identity. From the franchise’s inception in 1960 until the team relocated and became
the Tennessee Titans in 1997, the Houston Oilers featured a series of remarkable running backs
whose performances left lasting impressions on fans and the NFL. This article explores the key
figures in the Houston Oilers running backs history, highlighting their achievements and impact. It
delves into the careers of legendary players, notable seasons, and the role these backs played in
shaping the team’s offensive strategy. Additionally, the article examines how the running backs
influenced the Oilers’ successes during the American Football League (AFL) era and into the NFL
years. By understanding this history, readers gain insight into the development of the franchise and
the significance of the running game in Houston’s football legacy. The following sections provide a
detailed overview of the Houston Oilers running backs history through various decades and key
players.

Early Years and AFL Dominance

1970s Transition and Standout Performers

1980s Resurgence and Breakout Stars

Notable Running Backs and Their Achievements

Legacy and Influence on Modern Football

Early Years and AFL Dominance

The Houston Oilers running backs history begins in the early 1960s, coinciding with the team's
founding as a charter member of the American Football League. During this period, the Oilers
established themselves as a dominant force, winning the first two AFL championships in 1960 and
1961. Central to this success was the powerful running game led by iconic backs who set the tone
for the franchise’s competitive spirit.

George Blanda and the Early Offensive Strategy

While George Blanda is primarily remembered as a quarterback and kicker, the Oilers’ early
offensive schemes heavily relied on a balanced attack that included a strong rushing component.
This approach allowed the running backs to thrive and complement the passing game effectively.



Charley Hennigan and Complementary Running Backs

Alongside the passing prowess of players like Charley Hennigan, the Oilers featured running backs
who contributed significantly to the team’s ground game. These players provided consistent yardage
and toughness that helped Houston control the clock and wear down opposing defenses.

1970s Transition and Standout Performers

The 1970s marked a transitional period for the Houston Oilers as the AFL merged with the NFL and
the team faced new challenges. Despite these changes, the Oilers running backs history during this
decade includes several standout performers who maintained the franchise’s competitive edge.

Hoyle Granger’s Impact

Hoyle Granger emerged as a key running back in the early 1970s, known for his versatility and
ability to gain yards both on the ground and through receiving. Granger’s contributions helped the
Oilers sustain offensive productivity during a time of league-wide adjustments.

Rushing Attack and Offensive Evolution

During the 1970s, the Oilers adjusted their offensive strategies to adapt to evolving NFL defenses.
Running backs were tasked with enhanced roles beyond rushing, including pass protection and
receiving out of the backfield, reflecting an era of greater offensive complexity.

1980s Resurgence and Breakout Stars

The 1980s saw a resurgence in the Houston Oilers running backs history with the emergence of
breakout stars who delivered electrifying performances. This decade was notable for the Oilers’
improvement in offensive output, with running backs playing a crucial role in the team’s successes.

Warren McVea and Early Promise

Warren McVea was one of the Oilers’ first African American players and became a trailblazer in the
running back position during the late 1960s and early 1970s. Though his prime years were earlier,
McVea’s influence carried into the 1980s in terms of inspiring subsequent talent.



Alvin Toles and Short-Lived Contributions

Alvin Toles, a lesser-known figure in Oilers history, had fleeting moments in the running back role
during the 1980s. While not achieving star status, players like Toles contributed depth and
versatility to the roster.

Ernest Givins and Multi-Dimensional Play

Although primarily a wide receiver, Ernest Givins' tenure with the Oilers in the 1980s underscored
the team’s emphasis on multi-dimensional offensive players, which influenced the utilization of
running backs in diverse roles throughout the decade.

Notable Running Backs and Their Achievements

The Houston Oilers running backs history features several notable players who achieved significant
milestones and left enduring legacies within the franchise and the NFL.

O.J. Simpson (1978): Although Simpson's time with the Oilers was brief, his presence in1.
1978 added star power to the backfield, bringing his established rushing prowess to Houston.

Ricky Sanders (1980s): While more renowned as a receiver, Sanders' time overlaps with2.
notable running back eras, highlighting the interconnectedness of Houston’s offensive talents.

Mike Rozier (1988-1990): A Heisman Trophy winner, Rozier revitalized the Oilers’ rushing3.
attack with his explosive running style and ability to find the end zone, becoming a fan
favorite.

Warren Moon Era Running Backs: Players like Allen Pinkett and Alonzo Highsmith4.
contributed to a balanced offense during the late 1980s and early 1990s alongside the prolific
passing game led by Warren Moon.

Mike Rozier’s Heisman Influence

Mike Rozier brought his collegiate excellence to the Oilers, translating his Heisman-winning talent
into consistent NFL production. His ability to break tackles and execute big plays was instrumental
in Houston’s offensive schemes during his tenure.



Allen Pinkett’s Consistency

Allen Pinkett provided steady rushing yards and reliability in the backfield, complementing the
Oilers’ passing attack and contributing to the team’s playoff appearances in the late 1980s and early
1990s.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Football

The Houston Oilers running backs history has left a lasting legacy that continues to influence
modern football, particularly in how running backs are utilized within complex offensive systems.
The evolution of the position in Houston reflects broader trends in the NFL regarding versatility,
athleticism, and strategic deployment.

Versatility and Dual-Threat Running Backs

The Oilers’ historical running backs often demonstrated dual-threat abilities, excelling in rushing
and receiving. This versatility set a precedent for modern running backs who are expected to
contribute in multiple facets of the game.

Impact on Tennessee Titans and Beyond

After the franchise relocated and became the Tennessee Titans, the foundation laid by Houston’s
running backs influenced player development and offensive philosophies. The franchise’s history
remains a touchstone for understanding the role of running backs in team success.

Introduction of versatile running backs blending speed and power

Emphasis on running backs as key receivers out of the backfield

Development of running backs as integral parts of offensive game planning

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the most famous running back in Houston Oilers
history?
Earl Campbell is widely regarded as the most famous running back in Houston Oilers history due to



his dominant rushing style and multiple rushing titles in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

When did Earl Campbell play for the Houston Oilers?
Earl Campbell played for the Houston Oilers from 1978 to 1984.

How many rushing yards did Earl Campbell accumulate with
the Oilers?
Earl Campbell rushed for 9,407 yards during his tenure with the Houston Oilers.

Who succeeded Earl Campbell as the lead running back for the
Oilers?
After Earl Campbell, running backs like Mike Rozier and Allen Pinkett took on the lead running back
role for the Oilers in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

Did any Houston Oilers running back make it to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame?
Yes, Earl Campbell, who played for the Houston Oilers, was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in 1991.

What was unique about Earl Campbell's running style?
Earl Campbell was known for his bruising, powerful running style, using sheer strength and
momentum to break tackles and gain yards after contact.

How did the Houston Oilers utilize running backs in their
offensive strategy historically?
Historically, the Houston Oilers relied heavily on a strong rushing attack, especially during the late
1970s and early 1980s with Earl Campbell as the centerpiece of their offense.

Who were notable Oilers running backs in the 1990s?
Notable Houston Oilers running backs in the 1990s included Gary Brown and James Allen, both of
whom contributed significantly to the team's rushing game.

Did any Houston Oilers running backs lead the league in
rushing?
Yes, Earl Campbell led the NFL in rushing yards three times (1978, 1979, and 1980) while playing
for the Houston Oilers.



Additional Resources
1. Oilers Ground Game: The Legacy of Houston's Running Backs
This book explores the rich history of Houston Oilers running backs, from the team's inception to its
transition into the Tennessee Titans. It highlights the standout players who powered the Oilers'
ground attack and shaped the team's identity. Through detailed statistics and personal anecdotes,
readers gain insight into the impact these athletes had on the franchise and the NFL at large.

2. Backfield Glory: Houston Oilers' Greatest Running Backs
A tribute to the most iconic running backs in Houston Oilers history, this book delves into their
careers, playing styles, and memorable moments. Featuring profiles of legends like Earl Campbell
and others, it captures the grit and determination that defined the Oilers' rushing attack. The
narrative also examines how these players influenced the team's successes during their tenure.

3. Houston Oilers Rushing Legends: A Historical Perspective
This comprehensive history traces the evolution of the running back position within the Houston
Oilers organization. It covers the strategic shifts, coaching philosophies, and player developments
that contributed to the team's rushing prowess. Readers are treated to an engaging timeline filled
with highlights and challenges faced by Oilers' running backs over the decades.

4. Earl Campbell and Beyond: The Houston Oilers' Running Back Dynasty
Centered around the legendary Earl Campbell, this book celebrates his extraordinary career and the
running backs who followed in his footsteps. It examines Campbell's unique blend of power and
speed that made him a Hall of Famer, as well as the players who sought to carry on his legacy. The
book offers a blend of statistical analysis and human interest stories.

5. From Oil to Titans: The Running Backs Who Defined Houston Football
This title chronicles the journey of Houston Oilers running backs through the franchise's
transformation into the Tennessee Titans. It highlights key players who bridged the era change
while maintaining a strong rushing tradition. The book provides context on how the running game
evolved alongside the franchise's identity.

6. The Houston Oilers' Backfield: Power, Passion, and Performance
Examining the physical and emotional aspects of Houston Oilers running backs, this book delves into
their training, motivation, and on-field performances. It showcases how these athletes combined skill
and heart to excel in one of football's most demanding roles. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for
the dedication required to succeed as an Oilers running back.

7. Rushing Through History: Houston Oilers' Running Back Highlights
A visually rich collection of memorable plays and moments involving Houston Oilers running backs,
this book captures the excitement of the team's ground game. Featuring photographs, game recaps,
and player interviews, it serves as both a nostalgic keepsake and an informative resource. Fans can
relive the thrilling runs that defined the Oilers' offense.

8. Houston Oilers Running Backs: Heroes of the Gridiron
Focusing on the personal journeys of Houston Oilers running backs, this book presents inspiring
stories of perseverance and triumph. It highlights the challenges these players overcame, both on
and off the field, to achieve greatness. The narrative underscores the human side of football legends
who left their mark on Houston's sports history.

9. The Art of the Run: Houston Oilers' Backfield Strategies



This analytical work breaks down the offensive schemes and coaching strategies that maximized the
talents of Houston Oilers running backs. It explores how play-calling and team dynamics contributed
to the success of the rushing attack. Football enthusiasts and scholars will find valuable insights into
the tactical elements behind the Oilers' ground game.
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