
how to describe national honor society
on common app
how to describe national honor society on common app is a crucial
consideration for students applying to colleges, as the National Honor
Society (NHS) is a prestigious recognition that highlights academic
excellence, leadership, service, and character. Crafting a compelling
description of NHS on the Common App can significantly enhance an applicant’s
profile by showcasing their commitment to these core values. This article
will provide detailed guidance on the best practices for articulating NHS
membership, emphasizing the importance of clarity, specificity, and
relevance. It will also cover common mistakes to avoid and offer tips on how
to align the description with the applicant’s overall narrative.
Understanding how to effectively present NHS involvement can make a
substantial difference in competitive college admissions. Below is a
comprehensive overview of the key aspects covered in this guide.

Understanding the National Honor Society

Why NHS Membership Matters on the Common App

How to Effectively Describe NHS on the Common App

Examples of Strong NHS Descriptions

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Understanding the National Honor Society
The National Honor Society is a nationwide organization that recognizes high
school students who demonstrate excellence in four key areas: scholarship,
leadership, service, and character. Founded in 1921, NHS has become a symbol
of academic achievement and community involvement. Membership is by
invitation only and typically requires students to meet rigorous academic
standards, participate in leadership roles, contribute to community service
projects, and exhibit exemplary personal conduct.

Key Pillars of NHS
The four pillars of NHS—scholarship, leadership, service, and character—serve
as the foundation for members’ selection and ongoing participation. These
pillars highlight the qualities colleges seek in applicants:



Scholarship: Maintaining a high GPA and demonstrating academic
dedication.

Leadership: Taking initiative in school or community activities and
inspiring peers.

Service: Volunteering and positively impacting the community through
various projects.

Character: Upholding integrity, responsibility, and respect in all areas
of life.

Why NHS Membership Matters on the Common App
Including National Honor Society on the Common App signals to admissions
officers that the applicant has met rigorous standards in academics and
personal development. NHS membership is widely recognized and respected by
colleges as an indicator of a well-rounded student. It contributes positively
to an applicant’s extracurricular profile by demonstrating a balance of
intellectual capability, leadership potential, and civic responsibility.

Impact on College Admissions
Colleges value NHS membership because it reflects qualities that align with
institutional missions, such as academic excellence and community engagement.
It also provides a concrete example of the student’s commitment to personal
growth beyond the classroom. Admissions committees often look for students
who will contribute to campus life, and NHS membership can suggest readiness
for such involvement.

How to Effectively Describe NHS on the Common
App
Describing National Honor Society on the Common App requires more than simply
listing the organization’s name. Applicants should aim to provide a concise
yet informative description that highlights their specific roles,
accomplishments, and contributions within NHS. This approach helps
personalize the entry and shows a deeper level of engagement.

Key Elements to Include
When writing about NHS, consider incorporating the following elements:



Role or Position Held: Mention if the student held a leadership role1.
such as officer, committee chair, or project leader.

Specific Contributions: Describe particular service projects or2.
initiatives the student participated in or organized.

Impact: Explain how these contributions benefited the school or3.
community.

Skills Demonstrated: Highlight relevant skills such as teamwork,4.
leadership, communication, or problem-solving.

Tips for Writing the Description
To maximize the effectiveness of the NHS description on the Common App,
applicants should:

Use action verbs to convey involvement and leadership.

Quantify achievements when possible (e.g., number of service hours,
events organized).

Keep the description clear and concise, adhering to the character
limits.

Align the description with the overall application narrative,
reinforcing key strengths.

Examples of Strong NHS Descriptions
Providing examples can help applicants understand how to structure their NHS
entries effectively. Below are sample descriptions that incorporate the key
elements and best practices outlined above.

Example 1
“Elected NHS Vice President; led monthly meetings and coordinated community
service projects, including a local food drive that collected over 500 pounds
of donations. Contributed 50+ service hours focused on tutoring and
environmental cleanups.”



Example 2
“Active NHS member committed to academic excellence and community service.
Organized a peer tutoring program that improved math scores for 20+ students
and participated in multiple charity fundraising events.”

Example 3
“Served as NHS Secretary, managing communications and documentation for the
chapter. Played a key role in planning and executing a school-wide blood
drive, resulting in 100+ units donated to local hospitals.”

Common Mistakes to Avoid
When describing National Honor Society on the Common App, certain pitfalls
can weaken the impact of the entry. Avoid these common mistakes to ensure the
description is effective and professional.

Generic or Vague Statements
Simply stating “Member of NHS” without elaboration does not convey the
student’s unique contributions or achievements. Admissions officers look for
specifics that differentiate applicants.

Overloading with Irrelevant Details
Avoid including unrelated activities or excessive information that distracts
from the significance of NHS membership. Focus on the most relevant and
impressive aspects.

Ignoring Character Limits
The Common App limits the length of activity descriptions. Exceeding this
limit can result in truncated information. Be concise and strategic in
wording to maximize clarity and impact.

Failing to Highlight Impact
Descriptions that omit the outcomes or benefits of involvement miss the
opportunity to show how the student’s efforts made a difference. Clearly
stating the impact strengthens the application’s narrative.



Frequently Asked Questions

How should I describe my National Honor Society
membership on the Common App?
When describing your National Honor Society membership on the Common App,
focus on your role, any leadership positions, and the activities or community
service you participated in. Highlight the values of scholarship, leadership,
service, and character that NHS represents.

What key points should I include about National
Honor Society in the Common App activities section?
Include your membership status, any leadership roles (e.g., officer
positions), specific projects or volunteer work you contributed to, and how
being part of NHS helped you develop skills like leadership, teamwork, and
community service.

Is it better to write a brief description or
detailed explanation of National Honor Society on
the Common App?
Aim for a concise but informative description. Briefly state your membership
and leadership roles, then focus on specific achievements or contributions
that demonstrate your commitment to NHS values, making your involvement
meaningful to admissions officers.

How can I show the impact of my National Honor
Society involvement on the Common App?
Describe specific initiatives or community service projects you led or
participated in through NHS. Explain the outcomes or benefits of these
activities and how they influenced your personal growth, leadership skills,
or dedication to service.

Should I mention the criteria for National Honor
Society selection on my Common App?
You can briefly mention that NHS membership is based on scholarship,
leadership, service, and character to provide context, but focus more on your
personal experiences and contributions rather than the selection criteria
itself.

Can I include National Honor Society awards or



recognitions in my Common App description?
Yes, definitely include any awards or recognitions you received through NHS.
This highlights your achievements and dedication, making your involvement
stand out to admissions officers.

Additional Resources
1. Crafting Your National Honor Society Essay for the Common App
This book offers step-by-step guidance on how to effectively describe your
involvement in the National Honor Society on college applications. It
includes tips on highlighting leadership, service, and scholarship qualities.
Readers will find sample essays and prompts to inspire their own writing.

2. Showcasing Leadership: Writing About National Honor Society on Your
College Application
Focused on leadership experiences, this book helps students articulate their
NHS roles in a compelling manner. It provides strategies for connecting NHS
participation to personal growth and future goals. The book also offers
advice on balancing humility and confidence in application essays.

3. The Ultimate Guide to National Honor Society for College Applications
A comprehensive resource that covers everything from NHS eligibility to
describing your achievements on the Common App. It helps students frame their
NHS involvement within the broader context of community service and academic
excellence. Practical tips and example narratives are included.

4. Highlighting Service and Scholarship: NHS in Your College Essays
This title emphasizes how to present the service and scholarship pillars of
NHS in a meaningful way. It guides students on selecting impactful
experiences and describing them with clarity and sincerity. The book also
discusses how to avoid common clichés in application essays.

5. National Honor Society and Your Common Application: A Writing Workbook
An interactive workbook designed to help students brainstorm and draft their
NHS-related essays. It features writing prompts, exercises, and space for
reflection to develop authentic narratives. The workbook encourages revisions
and peer feedback for polished final submissions.

6. Stand Out with National Honor Society: Tips for the Common App
This book provides practical advice on making your NHS involvement stand out
among other applicants. It focuses on storytelling techniques and the
importance of specific examples. Readers learn how to connect NHS experiences
to their personal values and aspirations.

7. From NHS Member to College Applicant: Expressing Excellence on the Common
App
A guide that helps students translate their NHS membership into compelling
application content. It explores how to discuss academic achievements,
leadership roles, and community service thoughtfully. The book also addresses



how to handle gaps or challenges related to NHS participation.

8. Writing with Integrity: Describing National Honor Society on Your
Application
This title stresses the importance of honesty and authenticity when writing
about NHS. It offers advice on maintaining integrity while showcasing
accomplishments. The book includes examples of both effective and ineffective
NHS essay excerpts.

9. National Honor Society Essays That Impress: A Common App Companion
Focused on essay excellence, this book provides analysis of successful NHS
essays submitted through the Common App. It breaks down what makes these
essays effective and offers tips to emulate their strengths. The book also
includes a checklist for final essay reviews.
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