
icivics trying self government
icivics trying self government is an educational platform designed to engage students
in the principles and practices of democracy through interactive learning experiences.
This article explores how iCivics encourages learners to understand self-government by
simulating real-world civic scenarios. By focusing on active participation and critical
thinking, iCivics helps students grasp the complexities of governance, citizen
responsibilities, and the functioning of democratic institutions. The concept of trying self-
government is central to iCivics’ approach, allowing users to experiment with decision-
making processes and see the consequences of their choices. This comprehensive
overview covers the educational philosophy behind iCivics, key features of its self-
government simulations, and the benefits of using such platforms in classrooms.
Additionally, it highlights how iCivics aligns with civic education standards and promotes
civic engagement among young learners. The following sections provide detailed insights
into the mechanisms and educational impact of iCivics trying self government.

The Educational Philosophy of iCivics

Key Features of iCivics Self-Government Simulations

Benefits of Using iCivics for Civic Education

Alignment with Civic Education Standards

Promoting Civic Engagement Through Interactive Learning

The Educational Philosophy of iCivics
The foundation of iCivics trying self government lies in its educational philosophy, which
emphasizes experiential learning and critical thinking. iCivics was developed to address
the gap in civic knowledge among young people by providing engaging, interactive
content that goes beyond traditional textbook methods. The philosophy centers on the idea
that students learn best by doing—actively participating in simulations that mirror the
challenges and decisions faced by government officials and citizens alike. This hands-on
approach encourages learners to internalize the principles of democracy, understand the
balance of powers, and appreciate the role of individual responsibility in a functioning
government. iCivics fosters a learner-centered environment where curiosity and inquiry
drive the educational experience, making the study of government practical and relevant.

Experiential Learning and Civic Competence
Experiential learning is a core component of iCivics trying self government, where
students immerse themselves in realistic scenarios that require decision-making and
problem-solving. This method enhances civic competence by allowing learners to:



Understand the consequences of policy decisions

Navigate the complexities of legislative, judicial, and executive branches

Practice negotiation and consensus-building skills

Recognize the importance of voting and participation

Such active engagement helps develop a deeper understanding of democratic processes
and prepares students for informed citizenship.

Key Features of iCivics Self-Government
Simulations
iCivics offers a variety of interactive games and simulations that embody the concept of
trying self government. These tools provide users with opportunities to role-play as
government leaders, lawmakers, judges, and voters, allowing them to experiment with
governance in a controlled environment. The design of these simulations focuses on
clarity, realism, and educational value, ensuring that learners gain practical insights into
governmental functions and civic duties.

Interactive Role-Playing Games
One of the hallmark features of iCivics is its collection of role-playing games that simulate
different aspects of government. In these games, students take on roles such as:

Mayor managing city resources and public policy

Legislator crafting and debating laws

Judge interpreting laws and making rulings

Voter evaluating candidates and issues

These simulations help users understand the responsibilities and challenges inherent in
each role, fostering empathy and a comprehensive understanding of self-government.

Decision-Making and Consequence Analysis
iCivics’ simulations emphasize cause and effect by requiring players to make decisions
that impact the virtual community. This feature teaches learners to weigh options
carefully, consider the needs of diverse stakeholders, and anticipate the outcomes of their
choices. The feedback mechanisms embedded in the games highlight the real-world
implications of governance, reinforcing the importance of informed and ethical decision-



making.

Benefits of Using iCivics for Civic Education
Implementing iCivics trying self government in educational settings offers numerous
advantages for both students and educators. The platform’s interactive nature fosters
engagement, improves retention of civic knowledge, and develops practical skills that are
essential for active citizenship. Additionally, iCivics supports differentiated instruction,
accommodating diverse learning styles and paces.

Enhanced Student Engagement
By transforming abstract political concepts into tangible experiences, iCivics captivates
student interest. The use of games and simulations promotes active learning, resulting in
higher motivation and participation. Students are more likely to delve into complex topics
such as constitutional principles, civil rights, and governmental responsibilities when they
can interact with content dynamically.

Skill Development Through Simulation
Beyond factual knowledge, iCivics helps students develop critical thinking, problem-
solving, and communication skills. The platform encourages learners to analyze scenarios,
debate policy options, and collaborate with peers. These competencies are transferable
beyond civics education, benefiting academic performance and future civic involvement.

Support for Educators
iCivics provides comprehensive resources for teachers, including lesson plans, assessment
tools, and professional development materials. This support enables educators to
seamlessly integrate the platform into their curriculum and tailor instruction to meet
learning objectives related to government and citizenship.

Alignment with Civic Education Standards
iCivics trying self government is designed to align with national and state civic education
standards, ensuring that its content is relevant and academically rigorous. The platform
addresses key learning goals outlined by organizations such as the National Council for
the Social Studies (NCSS) and the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework.

Coverage of Core Civic Concepts
The educational content within iCivics covers fundamental topics including:



The structure and functions of government

The Constitution and rule of law

Individual rights and responsibilities

The electoral process and political participation

Public policy and civic problem-solving

This comprehensive coverage ensures that users gain a well-rounded understanding of
self-government principles.

Assessment and Standards-Based Learning
iCivics incorporates formative and summative assessments aligned with civic education
standards. These assessments help measure student progress and comprehension,
providing valuable feedback for both learners and educators. The alignment with
standards supports accountability and educational consistency across different
jurisdictions.

Promoting Civic Engagement Through Interactive
Learning
One of the primary goals of iCivics trying self government is to cultivate a lifelong
commitment to civic participation. By engaging students early in interactive civic
education, iCivics fosters awareness, responsibility, and enthusiasm for democratic
involvement.

Encouraging Informed Citizenship
Through its simulations and educational content, iCivics empowers students to become
informed citizens who understand their rights and duties within a democracy. The
platform promotes awareness of current events, encourages critical evaluation of political
information, and highlights the impact of individual and collective action.

Building Civic Habits and Skills
Repeated engagement with iCivics’ activities helps develop civic habits such as voting,
volunteering, and community involvement. The skills gained through trying self
government simulations, including negotiation, debate, and policy analysis, equip students
to participate effectively in democratic processes as adults.



Community and Collaborative Learning
iCivics also supports collaborative learning environments where students discuss and
reflect on civic issues together. This social dimension enhances understanding and fosters
a sense of community, reinforcing the importance of dialogue and cooperation in self-
government.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is iCivics' 'Trying Self Government' game about?
iCivics' 'Trying Self Government' is an interactive game that allows players to experience
the challenges and responsibilities of creating and maintaining a democratic government.

How does 'Trying Self Government' teach players about
democracy?
The game simulates real-life scenarios where players must make decisions, create laws,
and balance the needs of citizens, thereby teaching them the principles and complexities
of democracy.

Who is the target audience for iCivics' 'Trying Self
Government'?
The game is primarily designed for middle and high school students to help them
understand civic engagement and government functions in an educational and engaging
way.

What skills can players develop by playing 'Trying Self
Government'?
Players develop critical thinking, decision-making, problem-solving, and an understanding
of civic processes and government structure.

Is 'Trying Self Government' free to access on iCivics?
Yes, iCivics offers 'Trying Self Government' as a free online game accessible to anyone
interested in learning about self-government and civics.

How does 'Trying Self Government' simulate real-world
government challenges?
The game presents players with issues such as budget management, lawmaking, conflict
resolution, and citizen satisfaction to mimic the complexities faced by actual governments.



Can 'Trying Self Government' be used as a classroom
teaching tool?
Absolutely, many educators use 'Trying Self Government' to engage students in interactive
lessons about government, citizenship, and democratic participation.

What makes 'Trying Self Government' unique compared
to other civics games?
Its focus on self-government and the hands-on approach to building and managing a
government system makes it an immersive and practical learning experience.

Additional Resources
1. iCivics: Foundations of Self-Government
This book explores the fundamental principles behind self-government as presented
through the iCivics platform. It delves into the roles of citizens, the structure of
government, and the importance of civic engagement. Readers will gain a clear
understanding of how democracy functions from the ground up, emphasizing participation
and responsibility.

2. Building Democracy: Lessons from iCivics
"Building Democracy" offers practical lessons on how individuals can contribute to and
sustain self-government. Utilizing scenarios and activities inspired by iCivics, the book
highlights the balance of powers, rule of law, and civic duties. It encourages readers to
become active participants in their communities and governments.

3. Voices of the People: iCivics and the Power of Participation
This title focuses on the significance of citizen voices in shaping government policies and
decisions. Drawing on iCivics simulations, it explains how voting, advocacy, and dialogue
contribute to a healthy democracy. The book inspires readers to understand their
influence and take meaningful action.

4. Self-Government in Action: An iCivics Guide
A hands-on guide that walks readers through the processes involved in self-government,
including elections, lawmaking, and civic problem-solving. The book uses iCivics games
and case studies to illustrate how government functions at local, state, and national levels.
It’s ideal for learners seeking an interactive approach to civics education.

5. The Citizen’s Role: iCivics and Civic Responsibility
This book emphasizes the responsibilities citizens hold in maintaining a democratic
society. It discusses informed voting, community involvement, and upholding
constitutional rights through the lens of iCivics. Readers will understand how individual
actions collectively support self-government.

6. Pathways to Participation: Exploring Self-Government with iCivics
"Pathways to Participation" guides readers through various ways to engage with
government beyond voting, such as volunteering, campaigning, and public service. Using



iCivics lessons, it showcases the diverse opportunities for civic involvement and their
impact on self-governance.

7. iCivics and the Constitution: Foundations for Self-Government
This book connects the principles of the U.S. Constitution to the practice of self-
government, using iCivics as a teaching tool. It breaks down key constitutional concepts
like separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights. Readers will gain an
appreciation for the document that shapes American democracy.

8. Engage and Govern: iCivics Strategies for Youth Leadership
Targeted at young readers, this book encourages youth to take leadership roles within
their communities. It provides strategies inspired by iCivics games to develop skills in
debate, negotiation, and policy-making. The book reinforces the idea that self-government
thrives when young citizens actively participate.

9. Democracy by Design: Learning Self-Government through iCivics
"Democracy by Design" offers a comprehensive overview of how democratic systems are
structured and maintained. Through iCivics resources, it explains the design of
government institutions and the importance of citizen involvement. The book serves as a
blueprint for understanding and practicing self-government in everyday life.
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