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iron jawed angels viewing guide answers provide an essential resource for educators, students, and
viewers seeking a deeper understanding of the 2004 historical drama film "Iron Jawed Angels." This
film chronicles the courageous struggle of American women suffragists during the early 20th century
as they fought for the right to vote. This viewing guide answers article offers comprehensive insights
into the film’s key themes, historical accuracy, character analysis, and the significance of the women’s
suffrage movement portrayed in the movie. By exploring these aspects, readers can gain a well-
rounded perspective on both the film and the broader socio-political context it addresses. The guide
also includes helpful summaries and discussion questions to facilitate critical thinking and engagement

with the material. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered in this article.
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Overview of Iron Jawed Angels

"Iron Jawed Angels" is a dramatized portrayal of the American women’s suffrage movement, focusing
primarily on the activism of Alice Paul and Lucy Burns. The film depicts their relentless fight to secure
voting rights through demonstrations, hunger strikes, and civil disobedience, highlighting the intense
opposition they faced. It explores the social and political obstacles encountered by these women as
they challenged the status quo during the 1910s. The narrative showcases the personal sacrifices and
resilience required to advance the cause of equality. Understanding this overview is fundamental for

interpreting the film’s historical and cultural significance.

Plot Summary

The story follows Alice Paul, a young suffragist inspired by the British suffrage movement, who returns
to the United States to intensify the fight for women’s voting rights. Alongside Lucy Burns and other
activists, she organizes protests, including picketing the White House, which leads to arrests and
imprisonment. Their willingness to endure hardship, including a force-feeding hunger strike, ultimately
pressures the government to pass the 19th Amendment. The plot emphasizes both the personal and

political dimensions of their struggle.

Film Production Details

The film was released in 2004 and directed by Katja von Garnier. It stars Hilary Swank as Alice Paul
and Frances O’Connor as Lucy Burns. The production aimed to blend historical fact with compelling
storytelling to educate audiences about this pivotal era in American history. Cinematography, costume

design, and period-appropriate settings contribute to the authenticity and emotional impact of the film.

Historical Context and Accuracy

Iron Jawed Angels is grounded in real events from the early 20th century, illustrating the women’s



suffrage movement in the United States. The film takes creative liberties but remains largely faithful to
the historical timeline and key figures. Understanding the historical context enriches comprehension of

the film’s content and the significance of the depicted events.

The Women’s Suffrage Movement

The suffrage movement spanned decades, with activists seeking to secure the constitutional right for
women to vote. By the 1910s, the movement had gained momentum, but faced strong opposition from
political institutions and societal norms. The film focuses on the National Woman’s Party, led by Alice

Paul and Lucy Burns, who adopted more radical tactics compared to earlier suffragists.

Accuracy of Events Depicted

While the film dramatizes certain interactions for narrative effect, major events such as the Silent
Sentinels protests, arrests, prison hunger strikes, and the eventual passage of the 19th Amendment
are portrayed with attention to historical detail. The characters’ speeches and strategies reflect

documented sources, making the film a useful educational tool despite minor fictionalization.

Key Characters and Their Contributions

The film’s impact is largely driven by its portrayal of prominent suffragists and supporting figures.
Exploring these characters helps viewers appreciate their roles in the movement and the film’s

narrative structure.

Alice Paul

Alice Paul is depicted as a visionary and unyielding leader who introduced militant tactics to the
American suffrage movement after her experiences in England. Her commitment to nonviolence and

civil disobedience was pivotal in forcing the government’s hand. The film highlights her strategic



planning, leadership skills, and personal sacrifices.

Lucy Burns

Lucy Burns is portrayed as Alice Paul’s close ally and co-organizer of protests. Her steadfastness and
empathy provide balance to Paul’s fiery determination. The film shows her role in mobilizing women

and enduring imprisonment alongside her fellow activists.

Supporting Figures

The film includes other important characters such as Carrie Chapman Catt, a more conservative
suffragist leader, and President Woodrow Wilson, whose eventual support was crucial for the
amendment’s passage. These characters represent the different perspectives within the movement

and the political landscape of the time.

Major Themes and Messages

Iron Jawed Angels conveys several significant themes that resonate beyond its historical setting.
Understanding these themes enhances the viewer’s appreciation of the film’s relevance and

educational value.

Women’s Rights and Equality

The central theme is the fight for gender equality, specifically the right to vote. The film illustrates the

systemic discrimination women faced and their determination to overcome legal and cultural barriers.



Civil Disobedience and Activism

The film emphasizes the power of peaceful protest and civil disobedience as effective tools for social
change. It portrays the activists’ willingness to endure arrest and imprisonment to make their voices

heard.

Resilience and Sacrifice

The story showcases the personal cost of activism, including physical suffering and strained
relationships. The suffragists’ resilience under harsh conditions underscores the depth of their

commitment.

Important Scenes and Their Significance

Certain scenes in Iron Jawed Angels are critical for understanding the film’s message and historical
narrative. These sequences highlight key moments in the suffrage campaign and character

development.

The White House Picketing

This scene depicts the Silent Sentinels standing outside the White House holding banners, marking the
first time protesters picketed the president. It symbolizes bold confrontation with political power and the

beginning of intensified activism.

Prison Hunger Strike and Force-Feeding

The prison scenes reveal the suffragists’ endurance and the government’s harsh response. The

portrayal of force-feeding brings attention to the brutality activists faced and garners viewer empathy.



Passage of the 19th Amendment

The film’s culmination in the amendment’s ratification highlights the success of the movement and the

historic achievement of women’s suffrage in the United States.

Discussion Questions and Answers

Engagement with the film is enhanced through thoughtful discussion questions, which prompt critical
analysis of the content and themes. Below are sample questions along with concise answers based on

the film and historical facts.

1. What motivated Alice Paul and Lucy Burns to adopt more militant tactics in the suffrage

movement?
Alice Paul and Lucy Burns were influenced by the British suffragettes’ more aggressive methods
and believed that peaceful lobbying was insufficient. They felt direct action like picketing and

hunger strikes would draw public attention and pressure political leaders.

2. How did the government respond to the suffragists’ protests, and what impact did this have?

The government responded with arrests, imprisonment, and force-feeding hunger-striking
activists. These harsh measures generated public sympathy for the suffragists and increased

pressure on politicians to support women’s voting rights.

3. What role did President Woodrow Wilson play in the suffrage movement as depicted in the film?

Initially resistant, President Wilson eventually supported the 19th Amendment due in part to the
suffragists’ relentless activism and changing public opinion during World War |, recognizing

women’s contributions to the war effort.



4. Why is the film titled "lron Jawed Angels"?

The title refers to the activists’ iron will and determination, metaphorically describing their ‘iron

jaws’ as an unbreakable resolve to achieve suffrage despite oppression and hardship.

Viewing Guide Tips for Educators and Students

To maximize learning from Iron Jawed Angels, educators and students should approach the film with
structured viewing strategies and supplementary materials. These tips facilitate deeper understanding

and critical engagement.

Pre-Viewing Preparation

Reviewing the historical background of the women’s suffrage movement and key figures prepares
viewers to contextualize the film. Discussing the political climate of early 20th-century America offers

insight into the challenges depicted.

Active Viewing Strategies

* Take notes on significant events and character actions.
* |dentify themes such as civil rights, activism, and gender equality.

e Observe how the film uses dialogue and visual elements to convey messages.



Post-Viewing Activities

Engage with discussion questions, write reflective essays, or conduct research projects on the suffrage
movement’s history and legacy. Comparing the film with primary historical sources can deepen

understanding of its accuracy and artistic interpretation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the film 'lron Jawed Angels'?

The main theme of 'Iron Jawed Angels' is the fight for women's suffrage in the United States, focusing
on the courage and determination of activists like Alice Paul and Lucy Burns.

Who are the central characters portrayed in 'lron Jawed Angels'?

The central characters are Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, two key leaders in the women's suffrage
movement who organized protests and endured imprisonment to secure voting rights for women.
What historical event does 'lron Jawed Angels' depict?

The film depicts the women's suffrage movement in the early 20th century, leading up to the passage
of the 19th Amendment granting women the right to vote.

How do the women in 'lron Jawed Angels' protest for their rights?
They organize parades, picket the White House, hold hunger strikes, and face imprisonment to draw
attention to their cause and pressure the government.

What is the significance of the hunger strike in the movie?

The hunger strike symbolizes the activists' resilience and commitment, highlighting the harsh treatment

they endured and raising public awareness about their struggle.



How does 'lron Jawed Angels' portray the opposition to women's
suffrage?

The film shows political leaders, law enforcement, and societal norms resisting the movement,

illustrating the challenges and hostility suffragists faced.

What role does President Woodrow Wilson play in the film?

President Wilson is depicted as initially indifferent or opposed to women's suffrage, but eventually he

supports the amendment after persistent activism and public pressure.

Why is the film titled 'lron Jawed Angels'?

The title refers to the strength and determination of the suffragists, with 'Iron Jawed' symbolizing their

unwavering resolve despite physical and political hardships.

What lessons can viewers learn from 'lron Jawed Angels'?

Viewers learn about the importance of perseverance, activism, and standing up for equal rights, as

well as the historical struggles behind women's voting rights.

Additional Resources

1. Iron Jawed Angels: The Fight for Women's Suffrage

This book offers an in-depth look at the historical events portrayed in the film "Iron Jawed Angels." It
covers the struggles and sacrifices of key suffragists, including Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, highlighting
their determination to secure women's right to vote. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the

political and social challenges faced by the movement.

2. Votes for Women: The Struggle for Suffrage Revisited
This comprehensive text examines the broader women's suffrage movement in the United States,

placing the events of "lron Jawed Angels" within a larger context. It explores the various strategies



suffragists employed and the opposition they faced from politicians and the public. The book also

discusses the lasting impact of the 19th Amendment.

3. Women’s Rights and the 19th Amendment

Focusing on the constitutional and legal aspects, this book details the journey toward the ratification of
the 19th Amendment. It provides background on the political climate of the early 20th century and the
legislative battles that suffragists confronted. The narrative complements the themes portrayed in "lron

Jawed Angels."

4. Alice Paul and the American Suffrage Campaign

A biography of Alice Paul, this book delves into the life and activism of one of the most influential
suffragists featured in "Iron Jawed Angels." It sheds light on her leadership style, her time in prison,
and her role in shaping the modern feminist movement. Readers get a personal view of her dedication

and challenges.

5. The Silent Sentinel: Women’s Pickets for the Vote

This book explores the Silent Sentinels, a group of women who picketed the White House during
Woodrow Wilson’s presidency, an event dramatized in "lron Jawed Angels." It examines their protests,
arrests, and hunger strikes, illustrating the extreme measures taken to demand voting rights. The book

provides detailed accounts of their courage and resilience.

6. Gender and Political Activism in Early 20th Century America

This scholarly work discusses the role of gender in political movements, focusing on how women
activists like those in "lron Jawed Angels" navigated a male-dominated political arena. It analyzes
societal expectations and the impact of women’s activism on American politics. The book offers critical

insights into the intersection of gender and power.

7. From Protest to Progress: The Women’s Suffrage Movement
Providing a chronological overview, this book traces the suffrage movement from its beginnings to the
passage of the 19th Amendment. It highlights key figures, events, and turning points, many of which

are depicted in "lron Jawed Angels." The narrative emphasizes the collective effort and persistence



required to achieve voting rights.

8. Prison and Protest: The Suffragists’ Fight for Justice

This book focuses on the imprisonment of suffragists during their campaign, a central theme in "Iron
Jawed Angels." It examines their experiences behind bars, including the use of force-feeding during
hunger strikes. The text underscores the physical and psychological toll of their activism and the public

reaction to their treatment.

9. Women Who Changed the World: Suffragists and Beyond

Highlighting the legacies of suffragists like those in "Iron Jawed Angels," this book explores how their
activism paved the way for future generations of women'’s rights advocates. It connects the suffrage
movement to later social and political reforms. Readers are inspired by the long-term effects of the

courage and leadership shown by these trailblazers.
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