is history.com a scholarly source

is history.com a scholarly source is a common question among students, educators, and
researchers who seek reliable information for academic purposes. History.com is a
popular website that offers a wide range of articles, videos, and resources related to
historical events, figures, and themes. While it provides accessible and engaging content,
it is important to evaluate whether history.com qualifies as a scholarly source. This article
explores the nature of history.com, examines its credibility, and compares it to academic
and peer-reviewed sources. Additionally, the article discusses the distinctions between
popular history websites and scholarly publications, providing guidance on when and how
to use history.com appropriately in research. Understanding these differences helps users
make informed decisions about source selection and enhances the quality of academic
work. The following overview outlines key considerations related to the question, "is
history.com a scholarly source."

e Understanding Scholarly Sources

e Overview of History.com

e Evaluating the Credibility of History.com

e Differences Between History.com and Scholarly Sources

e Appropriate Uses of History.com in Research

Understanding Scholarly Sources

Before addressing whether history.com is a scholarly source, it is essential to understand
what constitutes a scholarly source. Scholarly sources are typically characterized by their
rigorous research methods, peer review processes, and credentials of the authors. These
sources include academic journals, books published by university presses, and conference
papers. Scholarly materials aim to contribute original knowledge or comprehensive
analyses within a specific field of study.

Characteristics of Scholarly Sources

Scholarly sources possess several defining features that distinguish them from popular or
general information sources. These characteristics include:

e Authorship: Written by experts or scholars with relevant academic credentials.



e Peer Review: Subject to evaluation and approval by other experts in the field before
publication.

e References and Citations: Include extensive bibliographies and citations to
support claims and provide context.

¢ Purpose: Intended to inform and contribute to academic research rather than
entertain or persuade a general audience.

e Language and Tone: Formal and specialized terminology appropriate for the
academic community.

Types of Scholarly Sources

Common examples of scholarly sources include:

e Peer-reviewed journal articles

e Academic books and monographs
e Dissertations and theses

e Conference proceedings

e Government and institutional research reports

Overview of History.com

History.com is the digital platform of The History Channel, a well-known media company
specializing in historical documentaries and educational programming. The website offers
a broad collection of articles, videos, timelines, and other content covering a wide array of
historical topics. It targets a general audience interested in history, ranging from casual
readers to students seeking supplementary information.

Content and Presentation

History.com's content is designed to be accessible and engaging. Articles often feature
summaries of historical events, biographical sketches, and explanations of significant
cultural phenomena. The website uses multimedia elements such as images and videos to
enhance user experience. While the material is informative and often fact-checked, it is



primarily intended for education and entertainment rather than academic research.

Authorship and Editorial Process

The articles on history.com are typically written by staff writers, freelance journalists, or
contributors with expertise in history or related fields. However, the site does not usually
disclose detailed author credentials or the specific editorial and fact-checking procedures
employed. Unlike scholarly journals, history.com content is not peer-reviewed by academic
experts before publication.

Evaluating the Credibility of History.com

Determining whether history.com is a credible source involves examining its accuracy,
reliability, and transparency. While it is not a scholarly source, history.com maintains a
level of editorial oversight to ensure the factual correctness of its content. However, the
lack of peer review and detailed citations limits its use for rigorous academic research.

Strengths of History.com

History.com offers several advantages that enhance its credibility as an informative
resource:

¢ Accessible Summaries: Clear and concise explanations of historical events and
figures.

e Multimedia Resources: Videos and images that provide visual context and
engagement.

» Wide Range of Topics: Coverage of diverse historical periods and themes.

e Regular Updates: Content is frequently updated to reflect new discoveries or
perspectives.

Limitations of History.com

Despite its strengths, history.com has limitations that impact its credibility as a scholarly
source:



¢ No Peer Review: Content is not subjected to formal academic peer evaluation.

e Limited Citation: Articles rarely include comprehensive references or
bibliographies.

¢ General Audience Focus: Language and presentation prioritize accessibility over
academic rigor.

e Potential Bias: As a commercial media outlet, content may reflect editorial choices
that favor popular appeal.

Differences Between History.com and Scholarly
Sources

Understanding the differences between history.com and scholarly sources is crucial for
effective research. While both provide valuable historical information, their purposes,
audiences, and methodologies vary significantly.

Purpose and Audience

History.com aims to inform and entertain a broad public audience with engaging historical
content. Scholarly sources, by contrast, are intended for academic researchers, students,
and professionals seeking in-depth analysis and original research findings.

Research and Review Process

Scholarly sources undergo a rigorous peer review process that validates the accuracy,
originality, and scholarly contribution of the work. History.com content is produced and
edited internally without external academic review.

Use of Citations and Evidence

Academic publications provide detailed citations and references to primary and secondary
sources, enabling verification and further study. History.com typically does not include
extensive citations, which limits its use for academic citations.



Language and Depth

Scholarly sources employ specialized vocabulary and comprehensive analysis suitable for
experts in the field. History.com uses more accessible language and summarizes complex
topics to appeal to a general audience.

Appropriate Uses of History.com in Research

While history.com is not a scholarly source, it can still be a useful tool within certain
research contexts. Understanding when and how to use history.com appropriately ensures
that research maintains academic integrity and quality.

Supplementary Resource

History.com can serve as a starting point for gaining an overview of historical topics or
identifying key events and figures. It is helpful for initial familiarization before consulting
more scholarly materials.

Educational Tool

Teachers and students may use history.com as an educational resource to support learning
with engaging content and multimedia. It is particularly valuable for visual and auditory
learners.

Cross-Referencing

Information found on history.com should be cross-referenced with scholarly sources or
primary documents to confirm accuracy and depth. This practice prevents reliance on
potentially simplified or incomplete narratives.

Not Recommended for Citations in Academic Papers

Due to the lack of peer review and detailed documentation, history.com is generally not
appropriate as a cited source in scholarly research papers. Instead, it should guide users
toward more authoritative sources.



Summary of Appropriate Uses

Background reading and topic overview

Finding general historical context

Accessing multimedia educational materials

Supplementing primary and scholarly sources

e Not as a primary citation in academic research

Frequently Asked Questions

Is history.com considered a scholarly source?

No, history.com is not considered a scholarly source. It is a popular history website aimed
at general audiences and does not undergo the peer-review process typical of scholarly
publications.

What distinguishes history.com from scholarly sources?

History.com provides accessible articles written by staff writers and historians for general
readers, whereas scholarly sources are peer-reviewed, often include extensive citations,
and are written by experts for academic audiences.

Can history.com be used for academic research?

History.com can be used as a starting point for general information, but it should not be
cited as a primary scholarly source in academic research. Instead, users should consult
peer-reviewed journals, books, and primary documents.

Does history.com provide references or citations like
scholarly articles?

History.com articles generally do not include detailed citations or references like scholarly
articles do, which limits their credibility and suitability for academic work.

Who writes the content on history.com?

The content on history.com is written by a combination of professional writers, editors,
and historians, but it is not subject to the rigorous peer-review process found in scholarly
publishing.



Are there any benefits to using history.com for learning
history?

Yes, history.com offers well-written, engaging, and accessible summaries of historical
events, which can be useful for gaining a general understanding or supplementing more
scholarly research.

How can I find scholarly sources on historical topics?

To find scholarly sources, use academic databases like JSTOR, Google Scholar, or
university library catalogs, and look for peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books,
and primary source documents authored by experts.

Additional Resources

1. Evaluating Online Historical Resources: A Guide for Researchers

This book provides an in-depth analysis of how to assess the credibility and scholarly value
of online history websites. It covers criteria such as authorship, sourcing, peer review, and
bias. The guide is essential for students and researchers aiming to distinguish between
reliable and non-scholarly digital history content.

2. Digital History and the Question of Authority

Exploring the rise of digital platforms in historical scholarship, this book examines the
challenges of authority and trustworthiness in online history sources. It addresses
websites like History.com and discusses methodologies for verifying the accuracy of
digital historical narratives. The book offers practical advice for academics and educators
navigating the digital landscape.

3. Historiography in the Internet Age: Navigating Scholarly and Popular Sources

This work contrasts traditional scholarly historiography with popular history found online,
including commercial websites. It discusses the implications of using non-peer-reviewed
sources for academic research. Readers learn to critically evaluate digital content and
understand the spectrum of historical interpretation available on the web.

4. The Role of Popular History Websites in Education

Focusing on platforms such as History.com, this book examines their impact on public
understanding of history and educational settings. It evaluates the balance between
accessibility and scholarly rigor in popular history presentations. The book also offers
strategies for educators to integrate such resources responsibly into their curricula.

5. Scholarly vs. Popular History: Understanding the Differences

This book delineates the characteristics that separate scholarly historical works from
popular history content online. It highlights the importance of peer review, citation
standards, and author expertise. Through case studies including History.com, readers gain
insight into evaluating information quality and its suitability for academic use.

6. Assessing Online Historical Content: Tools and Techniques
Providing practical tools for evaluating historical information found on the internet, this
book equips readers with checklists and criteria for determining scholarly reliability. It



uses examples from various online history platforms to illustrate best practices. The guide
is valuable for anyone conducting research that involves digital historical sources.

7. History in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities

This book explores how digital media have transformed the production and dissemination
of historical knowledge. It discusses the opportunities digital platforms offer while
addressing concerns about accuracy and scholarly standards. The author emphasizes
critical thinking skills necessary for engaging with websites like History.com.

8. Critical Thinking and Source Evaluation in History Research

Dedicated to developing critical evaluation skills, this book teaches readers how to
scrutinize historical sources, both online and offline. It includes sections on identifying
biases, verifying credentials, and cross-referencing information. The book is particularly
useful for students learning to navigate the complexities of digital historical content.

9. Popular History and the Internet: Examining History.com and Beyond

This book specifically analyzes History.com among other popular history websites,
assessing their content quality and scholarly value. It discusses the commercial nature of
such sites and how that influences content presentation. The book provides guidance on
using these resources effectively without compromising academic integrity.
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