
jewish refugees on the st. louis
answer key
jewish refugees on the st. louis answer key refers to the detailed
explanations and context surrounding the tragic voyage of the MS St. Louis in
1939, when over 900 Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany were denied entry to
multiple countries. This historical event is a poignant chapter in Holocaust
history, highlighting issues of immigration policy, international response to
refugees, and the consequences of global indifference. The answer key
typically provides educators and students with critical insights into the
circumstances faced by the Jewish refugees, the political climate of the
time, and the aftermath of the ship’s journey. This article explores the
background of the St. Louis voyage, the plight of the Jewish refugees aboard,
the international reactions, and the significance of the answer key in
educational settings. By examining these aspects, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of this humanitarian crisis and the lessons it
imparts.
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Background of the MS St. Louis Voyage
The MS St. Louis was a German ocean liner that set sail from Hamburg in May
1939, carrying Jewish refugees escaping persecution under the Nazi regime.
These individuals sought asylum from the escalating anti-Semitic policies and
violence in Germany and territories under Nazi control. The voyage was
initially intended to reach Cuba, where the refugees hoped to find safety.
However, the ship became the center of an international incident when Cuban
authorities refused to allow most passengers to disembark due to changes in
immigration laws and entry requirements. This refusal forced the ship to seek
refuge in other countries, including the United States and Canada, both of
which also denied entry to the refugees.



Historical Context
In the late 1930s, the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party resulted in
the systemic oppression of Jews across Germany and occupied territories. The
Nuremberg Laws of 1935 stripped Jews of their citizenship and rights, while
increasing acts of violence and discrimination created an urgent need for
many to flee. Immigration policies worldwide, however, were restrictive,
influenced by economic concerns, xenophobia, and anti-Semitic sentiments. The
St. Louis voyage occurred against this backdrop, illustrating the
difficulties faced by Jewish refugees seeking asylum during this period.

The Voyage Itself
The ship carried 937 passengers, mostly Jewish families, many of whom had
spent years trying to secure visas and legal permission to leave Germany. The
passengers endured uncertain and tense conditions aboard the ship as they
awaited permission to disembark. When Cuba rejected the majority of the
passengers, the captain, Gustav Schröder, attempted to find a safe harbor in
the United States and Canada but was unsuccessful. Ultimately, the ship was
forced to return to Europe, where some countries reluctantly accepted the
refugees.

The Jewish Refugees on the St. Louis
The Jewish refugees aboard the St. Louis represented a diverse population of
men, women, and children, all fleeing imminent danger. Their stories reflect
the broader narrative of Jewish persecution and the desperate search for
sanctuary. Many had lost family members, homes, and livelihoods, and were
hopeful for a new beginning in the Americas.

Demographics and Background of the Refugees
The passengers included professionals, laborers, and families from various
parts of Germany and Central Europe. Most were middle-class individuals who
had managed to save enough money to purchase tickets for the voyage. Their
backgrounds illustrate the widespread impact of Nazi policies, affecting Jews
from all walks of life.

Challenges Faced During the Voyage
Life aboard the MS St. Louis was marked by uncertainty and fear. Passengers
faced overcrowding, limited supplies, and the emotional toll of not knowing
if they would find refuge. The captain and crew did their best to maintain
morale and provide care, but the political obstacles overshadowed these
efforts. The refusal of entry by Cuba and North American countries
intensified the refugees’ anxiety and despair.



International Response and Impact
The international community’s response to the plight of the Jewish refugees
on the St. Louis was largely characterized by refusal and indifference, which
had profound consequences. This section examines the policies and attitudes
that shaped the reception of the refugees and the broader implications for
refugee protection.

Response from Cuba, the United States, and Canada
Cuba’s government, under pressure and influenced by restrictive immigration
laws, denied entry to most of the passengers, citing invalid visas and
political concerns. Similarly, the United States, constrained by immigration
quotas and prevailing anti-immigrant sentiment, refused to grant asylum.
Canada also declined to accept the refugees, reflecting widespread reluctance
to open borders during the pre-war period.

Return to Europe and Subsequent Fate
After being denied entry, the ship returned to Europe, where countries such
as the United Kingdom, Belgium, France, and the Netherlands accepted some of
the refugees. Unfortunately, many of these countries would soon be occupied
by Nazi Germany. As a result, a significant number of the passengers who
disembarked faced persecution, imprisonment, or death during the Holocaust.

United Kingdom accepted approximately 288 passengers

Belgium accepted about 214 passengers

France granted asylum to roughly 224 passengers

Netherlands took in around 181 passengers

The Role and Importance of the Answer Key
The jewish refugees on the st. louis answer key serves as an essential
educational tool that clarifies and contextualizes the complex historical
events surrounding the St. Louis voyage. It provides accurate responses to
common questions, helping students and educators explore the nuances of this
humanitarian crisis.



Purpose of the Answer Key
The answer key is designed to assist in understanding the historical facts,
motivations, and consequences related to the Jewish refugees on the St.
Louis. It supports critical thinking by offering explanations about
immigration policies, international relations, and the human impact of the
event. The key often addresses questions on why countries refused entry, the
fate of the refugees, and the lessons learned from the incident.

Components of the Answer Key
Typically, the answer key includes:

Detailed explanations of key events during the voyage

Definitions and significance of related terms (e.g., asylum, immigration
quotas)

Analysis of international responses and ethical considerations

Contextual information about the Holocaust and refugee crises

Guidance for interpreting primary source documents and testimonies

Educational Significance and Lessons Learned
The story of the jewish refugees on the st. louis, reinforced through the
answer key, carries powerful educational value. It highlights the
consequences of restrictive immigration policies and the importance of
humanitarian responsibility in times of crisis. This history teaches crucial
lessons about tolerance, empathy, and the need for international cooperation
in refugee protection.

Incorporation into Curriculum
Educators use the St. Louis case study to illustrate the human impact of
political decisions and to foster discussions about refugee rights and
international law. The answer key supports these efforts by ensuring accurate
comprehension and encouraging critical examination of historical sources.

Broader Implications
The voyage of the St. Louis and the rejection of its passengers underscore
ongoing global challenges in addressing refugee crises. The event remains a



cautionary tale about the consequences of closed borders and apathy,
emphasizing the need for vigilance against discrimination and the promotion
of safe havens for displaced populations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Jewish refugees on the St. Louis?
The Jewish refugees on the St. Louis were more than 900 Jewish people fleeing
Nazi persecution in Germany in 1939, seeking asylum from the Holocaust.

What was the St. Louis incident?
The St. Louis incident refers to the voyage of the MS St. Louis, a ship
carrying Jewish refugees that was denied entry to Cuba, the United States,
and Canada in 1939, forcing it to return to Europe where many passengers
later perished in the Holocaust.

Why were Jewish refugees on the St. Louis denied
entry to Cuba and the United States?
They were denied entry due to strict immigration quotas, anti-Semitic
policies, and political reluctance to accept large numbers of Jewish refugees
during that time.

What happened to the Jewish refugees after the St.
Louis was forced to return to Europe?
After the St. Louis returned to Europe, the refugees were dispersed among
several countries including the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, and the
Netherlands, but many were later caught up in the Nazi occupation and some
perished during the Holocaust.

How did the St. Louis incident impact immigration
policies?
The incident highlighted the dangers of restrictive immigration policies and
increased international awareness of the Jewish refugee crisis, influencing
future refugee and asylum policies after World War II.

What lessons are learned from the story of the
Jewish refugees on the St. Louis?
The story teaches the importance of compassion, the dangers of xenophobia and
restrictive immigration, and the need for international cooperation to



protect refugees fleeing persecution.

Was the captain of the St. Louis aware of the
refugees' plight?
Yes, Captain Gustav Schröder was sympathetic to the refugees and tried to
find countries willing to accept them, but was ultimately unsuccessful due to
political barriers.

Are there memorials dedicated to the Jewish refugees
of the St. Louis?
Yes, there are memorials and museums around the world, including in the
United States and Europe, commemorating the passengers of the St. Louis and
their tragic journey.

How is the St. Louis incident taught in Holocaust
education?
It is used as a case study to illustrate the consequences of immigration
refusal, the global response to the Jewish refugee crisis, and the human
impact of the Holocaust.

What role did international politics play in the
fate of the Jewish refugees on the St. Louis?
International politics, including restrictive immigration laws, anti-
Semitism, and diplomatic tensions, played a critical role in preventing the
refugees from finding safe harbor, leading to tragic outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Voyage of the Damned: The True Story of the St. Louis Refugees
This book provides a detailed account of the 1939 voyage of the MS St. Louis,
carrying over 900 Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. It explores the
harrowing journey and the refusal of multiple countries, including the United
States, to grant asylum. The narrative highlights the tragic consequences of
global indifference during the Holocaust’s early days.

2. St. Louis Refugees: The Holocaust and America’s Response
Focusing on the political and social climate of the late 1930s, this book
examines the U.S. government's policies that affected Jewish refugees aboard
the St. Louis. It discusses immigration restrictions, public opinion, and the
broader context of American isolationism. The book also sheds light on the
refugees’ lives before, during, and after the voyage.

3. Fleeing the Reich: Jewish Refugees and the MS St. Louis



This narrative follows the personal stories of several Jewish passengers
aboard the St. Louis as they escape Nazi persecution. It captures their
hopes, fears, and the heartbreak of being turned away at multiple ports. The
book offers a poignant look at the human impact of immigration policies
during the Holocaust.

4. Refuge Denied: The Tragedy of the St. Louis
An in-depth historical analysis of the refusal by Cuba, the United States,
and Canada to accept Jewish refugees on the St. Louis. The book
contextualizes the global political tensions and antisemitism that influenced
these decisions. It also examines the aftermath for those forced to return to
Europe, many of whom faced the horrors of the Holocaust.

5. The Last Voyage: Jewish Refugees on the St. Louis
This work narrates the final journey of the St. Louis from Germany to Cuba
and the subsequent forced return to Europe. It highlights the experiences of
passengers during the uncertain months of the voyage. The book also discusses
international diplomatic failures and the legacy of the St. Louis tragedy.

6. Between Hope and Despair: The St. Louis and Jewish Refugees
Focusing on the emotional and psychological toll on the refugees, this book
explores themes of hope, despair, and resilience. It includes survivor
testimonies and personal letters to illustrate the human dimension of the
crisis. The narrative also reflects on how this episode influenced post-war
refugee policies.

7. Denied Sanctuary: The Story of Jewish Refugees and the St. Louis
This book traces the journey of Jewish refugees aboard the St. Louis and the
international response they encountered. It critically examines immigration
laws, public sentiment, and diplomatic negotiations of the era. The work
emphasizes the moral and ethical questions raised by the refusal to provide
asylum.

8. Harbor of Hope or Heartbreak? The St. Louis and Jewish Refugees
This title investigates the contrasting perceptions of the St. Louis voyage
as both a symbol of hope and a tragedy. It delves into the passengers’
experiences and the political obstacles they faced. The book also discusses
how the story of the St. Louis has been remembered and commemorated over
time.

9. Escape and Exile: Jewish Refugees on the St. Louis Ship
Focusing on the broader context of Jewish flight from Nazi Germany, this book
situates the St. Louis within a larger narrative of escape and exile. It
explores the challenges refugees faced in seeking safe harbor across the
world. The book combines historical research with personal narratives to
illuminate this dark chapter in refugee history.
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