
metairie cemetery self-guided tour

metairie cemetery self-guided tour offers a unique opportunity to explore one of New Orleans’ most
historic and architecturally significant burial grounds at your own pace. This comprehensive guide
provides visitors with detailed insights into the cemetery’s rich history, notable monuments, and the
cultural significance embedded within its grounds. Whether you are a history enthusiast, architecture
admirer, or simply interested in local heritage, a self-guided tour of Metairie Cemetery allows for an
immersive and personalized experience. The cemetery is renowned for its elaborate tombs, intricate
sculptures, and the stories of prominent individuals interred there. This article will help you navigate the
key highlights, plan your visit effectively, and appreciate the artistic and historical value of the site. From
important landmarks to practical tips for a successful tour, this guide covers everything necessary for a
memorable metairie cemetery self-guided tour.
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Overview of Metairie Cemetery
Metairie Cemetery, located in Metairie, Louisiana, is a historic burial ground known for its distinctive
above-ground tombs and monumental sculptures. Established in the late 19th century, the cemetery
reflects the region’s cultural heritage and artistic traditions. Unlike typical cemeteries, Metairie features a
park-like setting with tree-lined avenues and elaborately decorated mausoleums. The cemetery serves as
the final resting place for many prominent local figures, adding to its historical importance. Visitors on a
metairie cemetery self-guided tour will encounter a blend of personal memorials and public art that narrate
stories of the past.



Location and Accessibility
Metairie Cemetery is situated just outside New Orleans, making it easily accessible for both locals and
tourists. The grounds cover a sizable area, allowing for leisurely exploration on foot. Parking is available
nearby, and the cemetery’s layout is conducive to self-guided walking tours. Clear signage throughout the
site provides orientation, helping visitors navigate between notable points of interest.

General Layout and Features
The cemetery is organized into sections distinguished by roadways and pathways. Many tombs are
arranged along these avenues, creating natural routes for exploration. The open-air design permits visitors
to appreciate both the natural environment and the man-made artistry. Key features include large family
mausoleums, sculptural monuments, and memorial plaques that contribute to the cemetery’s unique
character.

Planning Your Self-Guided Tour
Proper planning enhances the experience of a metairie cemetery self-guided tour by ensuring that visitors
can cover significant sites without feeling rushed. Preparation involves understanding the cemetery’s
layout, identifying must-see monuments, and allocating sufficient time for exploration and reflection.

Best Time to Visit
The ideal time for visiting Metairie Cemetery is during daylight hours when visibility is optimal for
viewing details on tombstones and sculptures. Spring and fall offer pleasant weather conditions, avoiding
the intense heat and humidity of summer. Early mornings tend to be quieter, providing a more
contemplative atmosphere.

Mapping Out the Route
Visitors should consider starting their tour at the main entrance, where introductory information is often
available. A logical route might include a clockwise or counterclockwise circuit of the cemetery’s main
avenues, stopping at notable monuments along the way. Carrying a printed or digital map can assist in
locating specific tombs and avoiding backtracking.

Essential Items to Bring



Comfortable walking shoes for navigating uneven terrain

Bottle of water to stay hydrated

Camera or smartphone for capturing architectural details

Notebook or guidebook for taking notes

Sun protection such as a hat and sunscreen

Historical Significance and Background
Metairie Cemetery’s history is intertwined with the development of the New Orleans metropolitan area
and reflects broader cultural trends in Southern burial practices. Established in the late 1800s, the cemetery
replaced earlier burial grounds that were prone to flooding. Its design and monuments showcase social and
economic factors influencing funerary art during different periods.

Origins and Development
The cemetery was created to serve the growing population outside the city limits of New Orleans. Its
design was influenced by the garden cemetery movement, which emphasized landscaped grounds and
elaborate monuments as a tribute to the deceased. Over time, Metairie Cemetery expanded to accommodate
families of diverse backgrounds, including wealthy industrialists, politicians, and local celebrities.

Cultural and Social Context
Many of the tombs and mausoleums reflect the customs and religious beliefs of the region’s inhabitants. The
cemetery also serves as a historical record of community evolution, displaying shifts in artistic styles and
commemorative practices. The presence of notable figures buried on site offers insight into the local
heritage and societal structure.

Notable Monuments and Tombs
A metairie cemetery self-guided tour highlights numerous significant tombs and monuments that capture
the artistic and historical essence of the site. These landmarks provide tangible connections to the past and
are often distinguished by their intricate craftsmanship and symbolic designs.



Famous Individuals Interred
Metairie Cemetery is the final resting place for many prominent persons including politicians, business
leaders, and cultural figures. Their tombs often feature personalized inscriptions and unique architectural
elements. Learning about these individuals adds depth to the touring experience.

Iconic Mausoleums and Sculptures
The cemetery is renowned for its ornate mausoleums, some of which resemble miniature chapels or
classical temples. Sculptural works by notable artists embellish several monuments, incorporating motifs
such as angels, crosses, and allegorical figures. These artistic elements symbolize themes of mourning,
resurrection, and eternal life.

Examples of Must-See Tombs

The Soniat Mausoleum – Known for its stately columns and detailed reliefs

The Stewart Family Tomb – Featuring elaborate wrought iron work and marble carvings

The Metairie Confederate Memorial – A historical monument commemorating Civil War soldiers

The Beauregard Mausoleum – Dedicated to a prominent military figure with symbolic sculptures

Architectural Styles and Artistry
The diversity of architectural and artistic styles present in Metairie Cemetery reflects the evolving tastes
and cultural influences over more than a century. This variety enriches the visual and educational aspects
of a self-guided tour.

Common Architectural Styles
Visitors will observe a range of styles including Classical Revival, Gothic Revival, Egyptian Revival, and
Art Deco. Each style expresses different symbolic meanings and historical periods. The use of materials such
as marble, granite, and cast iron demonstrates craftsmanship and durability.



Symbolism in Funerary Art
Many monuments incorporate symbolic motifs that communicate messages about mortality, faith, and
remembrance. Common symbols include urns representing the soul, weeping willows denoting mourning,
and cherubs symbolizing innocence. Understanding these symbols enhances appreciation of the cemetery’s
artistic heritage.

Noteworthy Sculptors and Designers
Several tombs and memorials were created by renowned sculptors and architects, whose work contributes
to the cemetery’s reputation as an open-air museum. Their contributions reflect a high level of artistry and
attention to detail that continues to captivate visitors.

Practical Tips for Visitors
To maximize the benefits of a metairie cemetery self-guided tour, visitors should consider practical aspects
such as etiquette, safety, and available resources. These tips help ensure a respectful and informative
experience.

Cemetery Etiquette
Respect for the site and its visitors is paramount. Maintaining quiet, refraining from touching monuments
unnecessarily, and avoiding littering are essential practices. Photography is generally permitted but should
be conducted discreetly, especially during private ceremonies.

Safety Considerations
Given uneven pathways and natural elements, visitors should exercise caution when walking. Staying on
designated paths helps preserve the grounds and prevents accidents. It is advisable to visit during daylight
hours for optimal visibility and security.

Additional Resources
Visitors interested in deeper historical context may consult guidebooks, local historical societies, or official
cemetery publications. Occasionally, the cemetery hosts guided tours or special events that complement the
self-guided experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Metairie Cemetery self-guided tour?
A Metairie Cemetery self-guided tour allows visitors to explore the historic cemetery at their own pace,
using maps or mobile apps to learn about notable monuments, sculptures, and the history of the site without
a formal guide.

Where can I find a map for the Metairie Cemetery self-guided tour?
Maps for the Metairie Cemetery self-guided tour can typically be found at the cemetery entrance, the
official Metairie Cemetery website, or through various local tourism websites offering downloadable guides.

What are some must-see monuments on the Metairie Cemetery self-
guided tour?
Some must-see monuments include the elaborate sculptures of the Good Children Fountain, the towering
Egyptian Revival tombs, and the graves of notable figures such as jazz musician Buddy Bolden and author
Anne Rice.

How long does a self-guided tour of Metairie Cemetery usually take?
A self-guided tour of Metairie Cemetery typically takes between 1 to 2 hours, depending on how many
monuments and areas you choose to explore and the amount of time spent reading about each site.

Is the Metairie Cemetery self-guided tour suitable for children and
families?
Yes, the self-guided tour can be suitable for children and families, especially those interested in history and
art. However, it is recommended to guide younger children and discuss the respectful behavior expected
in a cemetery.

Are there any accessibility features available for the Metairie Cemetery
self-guided tour?
Metairie Cemetery is mostly accessible via paved paths, but some areas may be uneven. Visitors with
mobility concerns should check in advance for wheelchair accessibility and consider using a mobility aid for
easier navigation.



Additional Resources
1. Whispers Among the Tombstones: A Guide to Metairie Cemetery
This book offers a detailed self-guided tour of Metairie Cemetery, highlighting its rich history and notable
monuments. Readers will discover fascinating stories behind the elaborate tombs and mausoleums, as well
as the artistic significance of the cemetery’s sculptures. It’s an essential companion for anyone interested in
New Orleans’ cultural heritage.

2. Secrets of Metairie Cemetery: Exploring New Orleans’ Historic Resting Place
Delve into the hidden tales and legends that surround Metairie Cemetery in this engaging guide. The
author provides maps and walking routes, making it easy to navigate the grounds at your own pace. Along
the way, you’ll learn about the influential figures buried here and the unique architectural styles on
display.

3. Metairie Cemetery: A Self-Guided Journey Through Time and Art
This beautifully illustrated book combines history, art, and biography to bring Metairie Cemetery to life.
Readers can follow a self-guided path through the cemetery’s most iconic sites while gaining insight into
the symbolism of its funerary art. The book also touches on the cemetery’s role in the broader context of
New Orleans history.

4. Echoes of the Past: Walking Tours of Metairie Cemetery
Offering several themed walking tours, this guide helps visitors explore Metairie Cemetery’s diverse
sections and stories. Each tour focuses on different aspects such as famous residents, architectural highlights,
or cultural traditions. The book is perfect for those who want a structured yet flexible way to experience
the cemetery.

5. Monuments and Memories: The Art and History of Metairie Cemetery
This volume examines the artistic craftsmanship and historical significance of Metairie Cemetery’s
monuments. It includes photographs and descriptions of prominent sculptures, mausoleums, and family
plots. Readers will gain appreciation for the cemetery as both a cultural landmark and a place of
remembrance.

6. The Silent City: Exploring Metairie Cemetery’s Historic Grounds
A contemplative guide that invites readers to reflect on life, death, and legacy while touring Metairie
Cemetery. It provides historical context along with practical tips for self-guided visits. The book highlights
stories of notable New Orleanians interred here, making it a meaningful read for history enthusiasts.

7. Gardens of Stone: A Traveler’s Guide to Metairie Cemetery
This travel guide focuses on the beauty and tranquility of Metairie Cemetery’s landscape and architecture.
It offers detailed walking routes, background on the cemetery’s design, and insights into its famous
residents. Ideal for visitors who appreciate combining history with leisurely exploration.

8. Resting Places of New Orleans: Metairie Cemetery Self-Guided Tour



An informative and accessible guide that helps readers uncover the stories behind Metairie Cemetery’s
most intriguing gravesites. The book includes maps, photographs, and concise descriptions that make self-
guided tours easy and enjoyable. It’s a great resource for tourists and locals alike.

9. Legends and Lore of Metairie Cemetery
This book blends history with folklore, exploring the myths and legends tied to Metairie Cemetery.
Readers will encounter ghost stories, local traditions, and biographical sketches of some of the cemetery’s
most colorful characters. Perfect for those interested in the mysterious and supernatural aspects of New
Orleans history.
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