
militarism ap world history
militarism ap world history is a significant theme that explores the influence and impact
of military power and ideology throughout global history. This concept, central to many AP
World History frameworks, examines how the buildup of armed forces, military technology,
and the glorification of war have shaped societies, politics, and international relations over
time. Understanding militarism involves analyzing its roots in different civilizations, its role
in imperial expansion, and its contribution to global conflicts such as World War I and World
War II. Moreover, the study of militarism in AP world history highlights the consequences of
aggressive military policies and the eventual shifts towards diplomacy and peacekeeping in
the modern era. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of militarism from early
historical contexts to the 20th century, emphasizing key developments and examples
relevant to AP World History students. The discussion will include the causes, effects, and
global implications of militarism, along with its connection to nationalism, imperialism, and
technological advancements in warfare.

Origins and Development of Militarism

Militarism in the Age of Imperialism

Militarism Leading to World War I

Militarism and World War II

Impact of Militarism on Global Politics and Society

Origins and Development of Militarism
Militarism as a historical phenomenon emerged alongside the formation of early states and
empires, where the control and expansion of territory often depended on military strength.
In ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley, the organization
of standing armies and the use of military technology played critical roles in state-building
processes. Militarism during these periods was closely tied to the authority of rulers who
relied on armed forces to maintain power and suppress internal dissent. Over time, the
development of specialized military classes and the institutionalization of warfare became
more pronounced.

Military Innovations in Early Civilizations
Early militarism was marked by innovations such as the chariot in Mesopotamia and Egypt,
bronze weaponry, and the construction of fortifications. These advancements not only
enhanced the effectiveness of armies but also symbolized the increasing importance of
military power in society. The rise of empires such as the Assyrian and Persian empires
further exemplified how militarism was central to imperial ambitions and the administration



of vast territories.

Role of Militarism in Classical Societies
In classical societies like Greece and Rome, militarism took on new dimensions with the
development of citizen-soldier armies and professional legions. The Greek city-states,
especially Sparta, were characterized by a militaristic culture that emphasized discipline,
training, and loyalty. Rome’s military prowess was instrumental in its expansion across the
Mediterranean, establishing a model of militarism that combined strategic organization with
engineering feats such as roads and fortifications to support sustained campaigns.

Militarism in the Age of Imperialism
The 19th century witnessed a resurgence of militarism fueled by nationalist fervor and the
competition for colonial dominance. European powers expanded their overseas empires,
relying heavily on modernized military forces to conquer and control vast regions in Africa,
Asia, and the Pacific. Militarism during this age was characterized by the professionalization
of armies, advancements in weaponry, and the strategic use of naval power.

Technological Advances and Military Rivalries
The Industrial Revolution contributed significantly to militarism by introducing new
technologies such as rifled firearms, ironclad warships, and telegraph communications.
These innovations increased the scale and lethality of warfare, encouraging nations to build
larger and more technologically advanced military forces. The intense rivalries among
European powers, particularly between Britain, France, Germany, and Russia, were driven
in part by militaristic policies and arms races.

Militarism and Nationalism
Nationalism and militarism were deeply intertwined during the imperial era. The belief that
military strength was essential to national greatness led to widespread public support for
expanding armies and navies. This connection often resulted in aggressive foreign policies
and contributed to the tensions that eventually sparked global conflicts.

Militarism Leading to World War I
The early 20th century exemplifies the peak of militarism’s influence on world affairs, as
the buildup of military forces and alliances created a volatile international environment. The
period before World War I is often described as an arms race, particularly among the major
powers of Europe, which increased the likelihood of a large-scale conflict.



The Arms Race and Alliance Systems
Countries like Germany and Britain competed to expand their navies, while continental
powers such as Germany, France, and Russia increased their armies. The formation of
military alliances, including the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente, institutionalized
militarism by committing nations to mutual defense and making diplomatic resolutions
more difficult. The belief in the inevitability of war led to rigid military planning, such as
Germany’s Schlieffen Plan.

Militarism’s Role in the Outbreak of War
Militarism created a climate of suspicion and hostility that contributed directly to the
outbreak of World War I. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the immediate
trigger, but underlying militaristic attitudes and preparations transformed a regional crisis
into a global war. The rapid mobilization of armies and the willingness to resort to force
were hallmarks of this period’s militarism.

Militarism and World War II
Militarism continued to shape global history in the interwar period and during World War II.
The rise of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan was closely linked to
aggressive militaristic ideologies that prioritized the expansion of military capabilities and
conquest.

Militarism in Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan
Nazi Germany pursued a policy of rearmament and militarization in direct violation of the
Treaty of Versailles. This militarism was central to Adolf Hitler’s plans for territorial
expansion and the establishment of a dominant Aryan empire. Similarly, Imperial Japan’s
militaristic government sought to secure resources and influence in East Asia through
military conquest, leading to invasions in China and Southeast Asia.

The Global Impact of Militarism in WWII
The militaristic ambitions of Axis powers led to widespread devastation and reshaped
international relations. The war’s scale and intensity were unprecedented, fueled by
advanced weaponry such as tanks, aircraft, and eventually nuclear weapons. The
consequences of militarism during this period underscored the dangers of unchecked
military buildup and aggressive nationalism.

Impact of Militarism on Global Politics and



Society
Militarism has had profound and lasting effects on global politics, society, and culture. While
military power has often been a tool for maintaining security and achieving national
objectives, excessive militarism has also resulted in conflict, destruction, and social
upheaval.

Political Consequences of Militarism
Militarism has influenced the formation of alliances, the conduct of diplomacy, and the
nature of state power. It often leads to authoritarian governance and the prioritization of
defense spending over social programs. The Cold War era continued the legacy of
militarism through arms races and proxy wars, highlighting the persistent role of military
power in international relations.

Social and Cultural Effects
Militarism affects societies by shaping cultural values, including the glorification of war and
the importance of military service. It impacts gender roles, national identity, and education.
The experiences of soldiers and civilians in militarized societies have been the subject of
extensive historical study, revealing the human cost of militarism.

Expansion of military-industrial complexes

Changes in warfare tactics and technology

Shifts in international power structures

Influence on art, literature, and propaganda

Development of international organizations aimed at peacekeeping

Frequently Asked Questions

What is militarism in the context of AP World History?
Militarism is the belief or desire of a government or people that a country should maintain a
strong military capability and be prepared to use it aggressively to defend or promote
national interests. In AP World History, it often refers to the emphasis on military power in
societies and states throughout history.



How did militarism contribute to the outbreak of World
War I?
Militarism contributed to World War I by fostering an arms race among European powers,
increasing tensions and the willingness to resort to military solutions. Countries like
Germany, Britain, and France expanded their armies and navies, which escalated rivalries
and made the conflict more likely.

Which empires are notable examples of militarism in
world history?
Notable examples include the Roman Empire with its professional legions, the Mongol
Empire with its highly disciplined cavalry, the Japanese Empire in the early 20th century
emphasizing military expansion, and Prussia/Germany with its military culture and
conscription.

What role did militarism play in Japanese imperial
expansion during the early 20th century?
Militarism in Japan led to the rise of a powerful military elite that influenced government
policy, promoting aggressive expansionism in East Asia, such as the invasion of Manchuria
and later broader conflicts in China and the Pacific during World War II.

How did militarism impact societies during the
Industrial Revolution?
During the Industrial Revolution, militarism encouraged the development of new weapons
and technologies, such as machine guns and artillery, and led to mass conscription and the
mobilization of entire societies for war, increasing the scale and destructiveness of
conflicts.

In what ways did militarism influence state policies in
the 19th century?
Militarism influenced 19th-century state policies by prioritizing military spending, fostering
nationalistic rivalries, and justifying imperial conquest. States often used military strength
as a tool for diplomacy and to secure economic and territorial gains.

How does militarism differ from imperialism in AP World
History?
Militarism focuses on the buildup and glorification of military power and readiness for war,
while imperialism involves the expansion of a nation's authority through territorial
acquisition or political and economic control over other regions. Militarism can support
imperialism by providing the military means to control colonies.



What were some cultural effects of militarism in
societies?
Militarism often led to the glorification of the military and war heroes, the promotion of
values like discipline and loyalty, and sometimes the suppression of dissent. It could also
lead to increased nationalism and the marginalization of pacifist or anti-war voices.

Can militarism be seen as a cause or effect of
nationalism in world history?
Militarism can be both a cause and effect of nationalism. Nationalistic fervor often drives
militaristic policies as nations seek to assert dominance or defend their identity, while
militarism can also fuel nationalism by promoting pride in military achievements and
national strength.

Additional Resources
1. The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the West, 1500-1800
This book by Geoffrey Parker explores the transformative changes in military strategy,
technology, and organization that occurred in early modern Europe. It argues that
innovations such as gunpowder weapons, standing armies, and new fortifications played a
crucial role in the rise of Western powers. The work connects military developments to
broader social and political changes in global history.

2. War and Society in Global History
This comprehensive volume examines the impact of militarism on societies across different
regions and eras. It highlights how warfare influenced political structures, economic
systems, and cultural identities worldwide. The book provides comparative perspectives on
militarism from ancient to modern times, making it essential for understanding AP World
History themes.

3. Gunpowder and Empire: The Military Foundations of Global Power
This title investigates the role of gunpowder technology in shaping empires from Asia to
Europe. It details how firearms and artillery revolutionized warfare and enabled the
expansion of imperial states. The book also discusses the diffusion of military technologies
along trade routes and their effects on global power dynamics.

4. Imperial Armies and Colonial Rule
Focusing on the militarization of colonial empires, this book analyzes how imperial powers
used their armed forces to control and exploit colonies. It covers topics such as recruitment,
military organization, and local resistance. The study sheds light on the intersections
between militarism, imperialism, and global history.

5. World War I and the Making of the Modern World
This book explores how the First World War transformed global politics, society, and military
technology. It addresses the causes and consequences of the conflict, including the rise of
total war and the reshaping of national boundaries. The work emphasizes the war’s long-
term impact on international relations and militarism.



6. The Cold War and Military Strategy
This title delves into the militaristic competition between the United States and the Soviet
Union during the Cold War era. It examines nuclear deterrence, proxy wars, and military
alliances such as NATO and the Warsaw Pact. The book provides insight into how militarism
influenced global diplomacy and ideological conflicts in the 20th century.

7. Samurai and Militarism in Japan: From Feudal Warriors to Modern Soldiers
This book traces the evolution of Japanese militarism from the samurai era through the
Meiji Restoration and into the 20th century. It highlights the cultural and political
significance of the warrior class and Japan’s military modernization efforts. The study
contextualizes Japan’s militarism within broader patterns of Asian and world history.

8. Revolutions and Militarism: The Role of Armed Forces in Social Change
This work investigates how military forces have influenced revolutions and political
upheavals across different societies. It explores cases where militarism either supported or
suppressed revolutionary movements. The book offers a nuanced understanding of the
complex relationship between military power and social transformation.

9. Militarism and Nationalism in 19th Century Europe
Focusing on the 19th century, this book examines how militarism intertwined with rising
nationalist movements. It discusses the role of armies and military culture in shaping
national identities and state-building processes. The analysis includes key events such as
the Napoleonic Wars and the unification of Germany and Italy.
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