monkey's paw answer key

monkey's paw answer key provides a detailed explanation and interpretation of W.W.
Jacobs' classic short story, "The Monkey's Paw." This article serves as an essential
resource for educators, students, and literature enthusiasts seeking a thorough
understanding of the story’s themes, characters, and plot. The monkey's paw answer key
unpacks the supernatural elements and explores the moral lessons embedded in the
narrative. It also offers insights into the symbolism and the story’s historical context.
Moreover, the answer key helps clarify common questions related to the story’s
ambiguous ending and the consequences of wish fulfillment. This comprehensive guide
includes summaries, character analyses, thematic discussions, and answers to frequently
asked questions. Readers will find a structured breakdown that enhances comprehension
and supports literary studies on this timeless tale.
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Overview of "The Monkey's Paw"

"The Monkey's Paw," written by W.W. Jacobs, is a supernatural short story that explores
the consequences of interfering with fate. The story revolves around a mystical talisman,
the monkey's paw, which grants its owner three wishes. However, each wish comes with
unintended, often tragic consequences. This narrative presents a cautionary tale about the
dangers of tampering with destiny and the human desire to alter reality. The monkey's
paw answer key dissects these elements to provide a clear understanding of the story’s
structure and message.

Plot Summary and Key Events

The plot of "The Monkey's Paw" centers on the White family, who come into possession of
the enchanted monkey’s paw. Despite warnings about the paw's dark power, Mr. White
makes a wish for money, which results in a tragic accident that claims his son's life.
Following the loss, the family experiences intense grief, and Mrs. White insists on using
the paw to wish her son back to life. The story culminates in a suspenseful and ambiguous



ending that leaves readers questioning the nature of fate and the cost of wishes. The
monkey's paw answer key provides a step-by-step summary of these pivotal events for
better comprehension.

Introduction of the Paw

The story begins with Sergeant-Major Morris visiting the White family and introducing the
monkey's paw. He shares the paw's history and its supernatural ability to grant three
wishes, cautioning about its dangers. This introduction sets the tone for the ensuing
conflict and establishes the paw as a symbol of temptation and peril.

The First Wish and Its Consequences

Mr. White’s initial wish for two hundred pounds leads to the death of his son Herbert, who
dies in a workplace accident. The compensation money matches the amount wished for,
illustrating the literal but horrific fulfillment of the wish. This event triggers the central
conflict and highlights the story’s theme of unintended consequences.

The Second and Third Wishes

Grief-stricken, Mrs. White persuades her husband to use the second wish to bring Herbert
back to life. The story builds tension as a mysterious knocking begins at the door, implying
Herbert’s return. The final wish is made to undo this second wish, preventing a terrifying

outcome. The ambiguous ending underscores the story’s moral and supernatural elements.

Character Analysis

The monkey's paw answer key examines the primary characters in detail, focusing on their
motivations, development, and symbolic roles within the story.

Mr. White

Mr. White is portrayed as curious and somewhat impulsive. His desire to test the paw's
power despite warnings reflects human curiosity and the temptation to control fate. His
character embodies the tragic consequences of meddling with forces beyond human
understanding.

Mrs. White

Mrs. White represents love and desperation. Her insistence on using the paw to bring
Herbert back to life drives the story’s emotional core. Her character highlights themes of
grief and the dangers of denial when faced with loss.



Herbert White

Herbert is the son of Mr. and Mrs. White, whose death is central to the story’s tragic
outcome. Though his role is limited, his character symbolizes innocence and the price paid
for the family’s wishes.

Sergeant-Major Morris

Morris serves as the bearer of the supernatural element. His warnings about the paw’s
dangers add a layer of foreboding and foreshadow the tragic events that follow. He
represents the voice of caution against tampering with fate.

Themes and Symbolism

The monkey's paw answer key explores the major themes and symbols that enrich the
story’s meaning and contribute to its enduring impact.

Fate and Free Will

The story emphasizes the tension between fate and free will, illustrating how attempts to
alter destiny can lead to disaster. The monkey's paw itself symbolizes the unpredictable
nature of fate and the limits of human control.

The Danger of Greed

Greed motivates the Whites to use the paw despite warnings, leading to catastrophic
results. This theme warns against the desire for quick gains at the expense of natural
order.

Supernatural Influence

The monkey’s paw acts as a supernatural catalyst, introducing elements of horror and
mystery. It represents the unknown and the consequences of engaging with forces beyond
human comprehension.

Symbolism of the Monkey's Paw

The paw symbolizes temptation, fate, and the duality of wishes that appear beneficial but
carry hidden costs. Its eerie presence throughout the story reinforces the dark tone and
moral lesson.



Common Questions and Answers

This section of the monkey's paw answer key addresses frequent inquiries related to the
story’s plot, characters, and interpretations.

1. What is the significance of the three wishes?
The three wishes represent the human desire to control destiny, but they also serve
as a narrative device to demonstrate the consequences of interfering with fate.

2. Why does the story end ambiguously?
The ambiguous ending enhances the horror and mystery, leaving readers to imagine
the fate of Herbert and the consequences of the final wish.

3. What lessons does the story teach?
The story warns against greed, the reckless pursuit of desires, and the dangers of
trying to alter fate.

4. Is the monkey's paw truly magical?
Within the story’s context, the paw possesses supernatural powers that grant wishes,
albeit with a sinister twist.

5. How does the story reflect Victorian values?
The story reflects Victorian concerns about fate, morality, and the limits of human
knowledge, emphasizing caution and respect for the natural order.

Literary Devices in "The Monkey's Paw"

The monkey's paw answer key highlights key literary techniques used by W.W. Jacobs to
enhance the story’s impact and depth.

Foreshadowing

Jacobs employs foreshadowing through Sergeant-Major Morris’s warnings and the paw’s
ominous history, creating suspense and preparing readers for the tragic outcomes.

Irony

The story is rich in situational irony, particularly in how the wishes are fulfilled in
unexpected and tragic ways. This irony reinforces the theme of unintended consequences.



Atmosphere and Mood

The author creates a gloomy and eerie mood through descriptive language and setting,
which intensifies the supernatural and horror elements of the narrative.

Symbolism

Symbols such as the monkey’s paw itself and the knocking at the door deepen the
thematic complexity and invite multiple interpretations of the story.

Foreshadowing

e Irony

Symbolism

Atmosphere and Mood

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Monkey's Paw answer key?

The Monkey's Paw answer key provides the correct answers and explanations for
questions related to the short story 'The Monkey's Paw' by W.W. Jacobs.

Why is the Monkey's Paw considered a cautionary tale?

The Monkey's Paw is a cautionary tale because it warns about the dangers of interfering
with fate and the unforeseen consequences of wishes.

What is the main theme highlighted in the Monkey's
Paw answer key?

The main theme highlighted is the idea that tampering with fate can lead to unintended
and often tragic outcomes.

How does the Monkey's Paw story end according to the
answer key?

The story ends with the final wish undoing the previous tragic wishes, leaving the
characters to face the consequences of their actions.



What lesson does the Monkey's Paw answer key suggest
readers learn?

Readers learn to be careful what they wish for and to respect the natural order of life and
death.

Who are the main characters discussed in the Monkey's
Paw answer key?

The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, their son Herbert, and Sergeant-Major
Morris.

What role does Sergeant-Major Morris play in the story
as per the answer key?

Sergeant-Major Morris introduces the Monkey's Paw and warns the Whites about its
dangerous powers.

How many wishes does the Monkey's Paw grant
according to the answer key?

The Monkey's Paw grants three wishes to its owner.

What is the significance of the third wish in the
Monkey's Paw answer key?

The third wish is significant because it is used to reverse the tragic consequences caused
by the earlier wishes.

How does the Monkey's Paw answer key explain the use
of suspense in the story?

The answer key explains that suspense is built through foreshadowing, eerie descriptions,
and the gradual revelation of the paw's powers and consequences.

Additional Resources

1. The Monkey's Paw: Complete Study Guide and Answer Key

This comprehensive guide offers detailed summaries, analysis, and answer keys for all the
questions related to W.W. Jacobs' classic story "The Monkey's Paw." It is designed to help
students and educators understand the themes, characters, and symbolism within the
story. The guide also includes discussion questions and essay prompts to deepen
comprehension.

2. Exploring The Monkey's Paw: Themes and Questions Answered



This book delves into the central themes of fate, greed, and unintended consequences in
"The Monkey's Paw." It provides clear, concise answers to common questions about the
story’s plot and message. Ideal for students preparing for exams or literature discussions,
it enhances critical thinking about the text.

3. The Monkey's Paw: Annotated Text and Answer Key

Featuring the original text of "The Monkey's Paw" with detailed annotations, this edition
helps readers understand difficult vocabulary and literary devices. The included answer
key addresses comprehension questions and literary analysis tasks. It is a valuable
resource for classroom use and self-study.

4. Understanding W.W. Jacobs’ The Monkey's Paw: A Teacher’s Answer Key

Designed specifically for educators, this book provides lesson plans, answer keys, and
grading rubrics for teaching "The Monkey's Paw." It includes strategies for engaging
students and encouraging discussions about morality and irony. Teachers can use this
guide to facilitate effective and insightful literature lessons.

5. The Monkey's Paw: Critical Essays and Answer Key

This collection of critical essays explores different interpretations of "The Monkey's Paw,"
accompanied by questions and answers that challenge readers to think deeply about the
story. It covers topics such as supernatural elements, narrative structure, and cultural
impact. The answer key supports readers in understanding complex literary criticism.

6. Monkey’s Paw: Study Questions and Annotated Answer Key

A concise workbook featuring targeted study questions on "The Monkey’s Paw" with an
annotated answer key for each. This book is perfect for students who want to test their
understanding and teachers who need a quick reference for grading. The annotations
explain why answers are correct, promoting deeper learning.

7. The Monkey's Paw: A Student’s Guide with Answer Key

This guide breaks down the story into manageable sections with summaries, vocabulary
lists, and comprehension questions. Each section includes an answer key to help students
self-assess their understanding. It is tailored for middle and high school students studying
the story for the first time.

8. W.W. Jacobs and The Monkey’s Paw: Literary Analysis and Answer Key

Focusing on the author W.W. Jacobs and his storytelling style, this book analyzes "The
Monkey’s Paw" in the context of early 20th-century literature. It includes questions and
answers that highlight narrative techniques and thematic concerns. This resource is useful
for literature enthusiasts and advanced students.

9. The Monkey’s Paw: Interactive Workbook and Answer Key

An engaging workbook filled with puzzles, quizzes, and creative activities related to "The
Monkey’s Paw," complete with an answer key. This interactive approach helps learners
retain information and connect with the story on a personal level. Suitable for classroom
or individual use, it makes studying literature fun and effective.
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