ohio state kickers history

ohio state kickers history is a fascinating subject that traces the evolution and impact of one of the most
critical positions in college football at The Ohio State University. The Buckeyes have produced several
notable kickers who have left a significant mark on the program’s success over the decades. This article
explores the rich history of Ohio State kickers, highlighting their achievements, notable records, and
contributions to the team's victories. From early pioneers to recent standouts, these athletes have
demonstrated exceptional skill, consistency, and clutch performances. The history of Ohio State kickers is
intertwined with the broader narrative of the Buckeyes’ football legacy, emphasizing the importance of
special teams in college football. This overview will provide a comprehensive understanding of their roles,

celebrated kickers, and the evolution of kicking techniques at Ohio State.
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Early Years of Ohio State Kickers

The early years of Ohio State kickers history date back to the inception of the football program in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. During this period, the role of the kicker was less specialized, often filled by
position players who took on kicking duties as part of their broader responsibilities. The techniques were
rudimentary compared to modern standards, with kickers primarily focusing on straightforward field goals

and extra points using the traditional straight-on kicking style.

Pioneers of Ohio State Kicking

In the early decades, several players stood out for their reliability and scoring ability. These pioneers set the
groundwork for what would become a highly specialized and strategic position. Their contributions often
turned close games in favor of the Buckeyes, emphasizing the emerging importance of field goal accuracy

and consistency.



Transition to Specialized Kickers

As college football evolved, Ohio State began to recruit players dedicated solely to the kicking position. This
transition marked a significant turning point in ohio state kickers history, leading to improved performance
and greater strategic use of kicking in games. The introduction of specialized kickers allowed for more

refined training and technique development.

Notable Ohio State Kickers and Their Achievements

Ohio State kickers history is rich with individuals who have distinguished themselves through outstanding
performances and records. These athletes have contributed crucial points in pivotal games and have often

been recognized nationally for their skills.

Mike Nugent

Mike Nugent is one of the most celebrated kickers in Ohio State history. Playing from 2001 to 2004,
Nugent set multiple school records for field goals and extra points. His consistency and clutch kicking

helped the Buckeyes secure key victories, including the 2002 national championship season.

Josh Huston

Following Nugent, Josh Huston continued the tradition of excellence at the kicker position. He was known
for his strong leg and reliability, contributing significantly during the mid-2000s and helping the Buckeyes

remain competitive in the Big Ten Conference.

Current and Recent Standouts

In recent years, Ohio State kickers have continued to impress with their accuracy and composure under
pressure. Players such as Sean Nuernberger and Blake Haubeil have maintained the program’s high

standards, often delivering critical points in tight contests and postseason play.

Evolution of Kicking Techniques at Ohio State

The history of Ohio State kickers also reflects the broader evolution of kicking techniques in college
football. From straight-on kicks to the now-standard soccer-style approach, Ohio State kickers have adapted

and refined their methods to improve accuracy and distance.



Transition from Straight-On to Soccer-Style Kicking

Initially, kickers employed the straight-on technique, which involved approaching the ball directly and
striking it with the toe. This method was gradually replaced by the soccer-style kick, where the kicker
approaches the ball at an angle and strikes it with the instep of the foot, allowing for greater control and

power.

Training and Conditioning Advances

Advancements in training, conditioning, and sports science have also contributed to the development of
Ohio State kickers. Specialized coaching and the use of technology have allowed kickers to analyze their

form and improve consistency, making them more effective contributors to the team’s scoring efforts.

Ohio State Kickers in Bowl Games and Championships

Ohio State kickers history is marked by numerous memorable performances in bowl games and
championship contests. Their ability to perform under pressure has often been a deciding factor in the

Buckeyes’ success on the national stage.

Key Bowl Game Performances

Ohio State kickers have made significant impacts in major bowl games, including the Rose Bowl, Fiesta
Bowl, and Sugar Bowl. Their field goals and extra points have helped secure victories and maintain leads in

high-stakes environments, demonstrating the critical role of special teams in postseason success.

National Championship Contributions

During Ohio State’s national championship runs, kickers have played pivotal roles by delivering clutch
field goals and maintaining scoring consistency. Their performances have often helped the team navigate

tight games and emerge victorious at the highest levels of college football competition.

Records and Milestones in Ohio State Kicking History

The ohio state kickers history includes numerous records and milestones that showcase the talent and
dedication of these athletes. These achievements highlight individual excellence as well as the overall

strength of the program’s kicking tradition.



1. Most Career Field Goals Made: Mike Nugent holds the record for the most career field goals at Ohio
State.

2. Longest Field Goal: Several kickers have tied or broken records for long-distance field goals, with

kicks exceeding 50 yards.

3. Consecutive Extra Points Made: Records for consecutive successful extra points illustrate the

consistency of Ohio State kickers over various seasons.

4. Bowl Game Scoring Records: Ohio State kickers have set records for points scored in individual bowl

games.

5. All-American Honors: Multiple Ohio State kickers have received All-American distinctions,

recognizing their superior performance on a national level.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who is considered the most successful kicker in Ohio State history?

Mike Nugent is often regarded as the most successful kicker in Ohio State history, holding multiple school

records and having a standout collegiate career before going on to the NFL.

When did Ohio State first have a notable kicker in their football program?

Ohio State's football program has featured notable kickers since the mid-20th century, but kickers gained

more prominence starting in the 1970s with players like Vlade Janakievski.

Which Ohio State kicker holds the record for the longest field goal?

Mike Nugent holds the Ohio State record for the longest field goal, successfully making a 55-yard field goal

during his collegiate career.

Have any Ohio State kickers won major collegiate awards?

While Ohio State kickers have been highly effective, none have won the Lou Groza Award, which is

given annually to the nation's top collegiate placekicker.

How has the role of kickers evolved in Ohio State football history?

The role of kickers at Ohio State has evolved from basic field goal and extra point duties to being critical in



close games, with the program investing in specialized training and recruitment over time.

Did any Ohio State kickers have successful careers in the NFL?

Yes, several Ohio State kickers, including Mike Nugent and Jonathan Phillips, have gone on to have

successful careers in the NFL after their collegiate tenure.

Additional Resources

1. Buckeye Boots: The History of Ohio State Kickers

This book delves into the legacy of kickers at Ohio State University, tracing the evolution of the position
from the early days of football at the school to modern times. It highlights key players, memorable games,
and the strategic importance of kickers in Buckeye victories. Rich with anecdotes and statistical insights, it's

a must-read for fans of Ohio State football.

2. Clutch Kicks: Ohio State's Greatest Kickers and Their Defining Moments

Focusing on the most critical field goals and extra points in Ohio State history, this book showcases the
kickers who rose to the occasion under pressure. Through detailed game recaps and player profiles, readers
experience the thrill of last-second wins and championship-deciding kicks. The narrative captures the

intensity and precision required to be a successful kicker at Ohio State.

3. From Gridiron to Glory: Ohio State Kickers Who Made History

This title explores the careers of Ohio State kickers who went on to achieve fame beyond the university,
whether in the NFL or other professional leagues. It offers a blend of career retrospectives, interviews, and
analysis of how their college performances set the foundation for their professional success. The book

celebrates the impact of Ohio State’s kicking tradition on a national scale.

4. The Buckeye Foot: A Century of Ohio State Kickers

Covering over 100 years, this comprehensive history examines how the role of the kicker has changed
within Ohio State football. From equipment and training methods to coaching philosophies, the book
provides a thorough look at the position’s development. It also includes rare photographs and archival

material that bring the story to life.

5. Kickoff Kings: Ohio State’s Legendary Kickers and Their Records

Highlighting statistical achievements, this book profiles the kickers who set records for longest field goals,
most points scored, and consistency at Ohio State. It provides context for each record within the seasons and
games they were set, emphasizing the skill and dedication behind the numbers. Readers gain an

appreciation for the measurable impact kickers have had on the program.

6. Pressure Points: The Mental Game of Ohio State Kickers
This book explores the psychological challenges faced by Ohio State kickers, including dealing with

pressure, maintaining focus, and overcoming setbacks. Featuring interviews with former players and



coaches, it offers insights into the mental toughness required to succeed. The narrative highlights how Ohio

State’s program supports its kickers in developing resilience.

7. Ohio State Kickers: Behind the Scenes

Offering a unique perspective, this book takes readers into the daily lives and training routines of Ohio
State kickers. It covers coaching strategies, practice drills, and the camaraderie among special teams players.
Through personal stories and behind-the-scenes details, the book reveals the hard work that goes into

perfecting each kick.

8. Game Changers: Ohio State Kickers Who Changed the Course of Football

This title focuses on kickers whose performances had a significant impact on Ohio State’s football legacy,
including those who made pivotal plays in championship games or rivalries. It analyzes how their
contributions influenced team dynamics and season outcomes. The book celebrates these kickers as unsung

heroes in Buckeye history.

9. The Art of the Kick: Techniques and Triumphs of Ohio State’s Best

This instructional and historical book combines detailed explanations of kicking techniques with stories of
Ohio State’s most successful kickers. It offers readers both a technical understanding and an appreciation for
the artistry involved in placekicking. Coaches, players, and fans alike will find value in its comprehensive

approach.
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