papa's parrot answer key

papa's parrot answer key is an essential resource for students and educators analyzing the short
story "Papa's Parrot" by Cynthia Rylant. This article provides a comprehensive and detailed papa's
parrot answer key designed to assist in understanding the plot, characters, themes, and literary
devices used in the story. It will cover explanations of key questions, interpretations of the story's
meaning, and insights into the emotional undertones of the narrative. By exploring the papa's parrot
answer key, readers can gain a deeper appreciation of the story's exploration of family relationships,
communication, and change. This article also serves as a guide for preparing assignments, quizzes,
and discussions related to "Papa's Parrot." Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main
topics covered in this papa's parrot answer key.
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Overview of "Papa’s Parrot"

"Papa's Parrot" is a poignant short story written by Cynthia Rylant that centers on the relationship
between a boy named Harry and his father, who owns a candy store. The story highlights the changes
in their relationship as Harry grows older and becomes less attentive to his father. The parrot, named
Edgar, symbolizes the bond and communication between them. This section of the papa's parrot
answer key provides a synopsis of the story and sets the foundation for deeper analysis.

Plot Summary

The story follows Harry, who used to visit his father's candy store every day after school. Harry
enjoyed talking to Edgar, the parrot, who would repeat phrases his father taught him. As Harry grows
older and becomes busy with school and friends, he stops visiting the store regularly. One day, when
Harry returns after a long absence, he realizes how much has changed, including Edgar's silence and
his father's feelings of loneliness. This emotional moment reveals the underlying themes of growing
up and family connection.



Context and Setting

The story is set in a small town, primarily in the candy store owned by Harry’'s father. This setting
symbolizes a safe, familiar place where Harry once felt close to his father and Edgar. The context
reflects everyday family life and the challenges that come with growing up and changing
relationships.

Key Questions and Answers

This section presents common questions related to "Papa's Parrot," accompanied by detailed answers
to help students understand the narrative and its elements. The papa's parrot answer key includes
explanations based on textual evidence and thematic interpretation.

What is the significance of the parrot in the story?

The parrot, Edgar, serves as a symbol of communication and connection between Harry and his
father. Edgar’s repeated phrases represent the father’s presence and the comfort Harry once found in
their visits. The parrot’s silence when Harry returns reflects the emotional distance that has grown
between them.

Why does Harry stop visiting the candy store?

Harry stops visiting because he becomes preoccupied with his own life, including school, friends, and
growing independence. This change illustrates a common experience of adolescence—growing apart
from parents as priorities shift.

How does the story explore the theme of change?

The story explores change through Harry's evolving relationship with his father and the parrot. It
demonstrates how time alters family dynamics and highlights the feelings of regret and longing for
connection that can result from growing up.

What emotions does the story evoke?

The story evokes feelings of nostalgia, sadness, and empathy. Readers may feel sympathy for both
Harry and his father as they navigate the challenges of changing relationships within a family.

What is the lesson or moral of the story?

The moral emphasizes the importance of maintaining family connections and appreciating loved ones
before it is too late. It encourages readers to be mindful of how their actions affect relationships.



Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Papa's Parrot" is crucial for a thorough comprehension of the story.
This section of the papa's parrot answer key provides detailed analysis of the major characters and
their roles.

Harry

Harry is the protagonist, a young boy who enjoys spending time in his father’s candy store and talking
to Edgar. His character represents the process of growing up and the natural distancing that can
occur between children and parents. Harry’s journey reflects a realization of the value of family
connections.

Harry’s Father

Harry’s father is a hardworking man who owns the candy store and cares deeply for his son. His
interactions with Harry and Edgar reveal his loneliness and desire for companionship. The father’s
character highlights themes of parental love and the challenges of raising children.

Edgar the Parrot

Edgar is more than a pet; he is a symbol of communication and emotional connection. His ability to
mimic phrases taught by Harry’s father serves as a bridge between father and son. Edgar’s silence in
the latter part of the story symbolizes the breakdown in this communication.

Themes and Motifs

The story “Papa’s Parrot” incorporates several important themes and motifs that enrich its narrative.
This section discusses these elements in detail, as part of the papa's parrot answer key for enhanced
understanding.

Family and Relationships

The central theme revolves around family bonds, particularly the relationship between father and son.
The story illustrates how these relationships can change over time and underscores the importance of
nurturing family ties.

Communication

Communication is a recurring motif, emphasized through the parrot’s role. The story shows how
effective communication strengthens relationships, while its absence can create emotional distance.



Growing Up and Change

“Papa’s Parrot” explores the inevitable changes that accompany growing up. It addresses the tension
between independence and connection, showing how priorities shift during adolescence.

Loneliness and Regret

The story conveys feelings of loneliness experienced by both Harry’s father and Edgar when Harry
stops visiting. It also portrays the regret Harry feels upon realizing how much he has missed.

Literary Devices and Techniques

Cynthia Rylant employs several literary devices in “Papa’s Parrot” to enhance the story's emotional
impact and thematic depth. This segment of the papa's parrot answer key highlights these
techniques.

Symbolism

The parrot symbolizes communication and the emotional connection between Harry and his father.
Edgar’s silence symbolizes the breakdown of this connection. The candy store represents a place of
comfort and familial bonding.

Imagery

Vivid descriptions of the candy store and the parrot help create a nostalgic and warm atmosphere,
which contrasts with the feelings of loneliness and distance later in the story.

Dialogue

Dialogue between Harry, his father, and Edgar provides insight into their relationships and emotions.
The repeated phrases spoken by Edgar serve as a poignant reminder of past closeness.

Point of View

The story is told from a third-person limited point of view, focusing on Harry’s perspective. This allows
readers to understand his feelings and growth over time.

Study Tips Using the Papa's Parrot Answer Key

Utilizing the papa's parrot answer key effectively can enhance comprehension and academic
performance. This section offers practical tips for students and educators.



Review Key Questions and Answers

Carefully studying the provided questions and their detailed answers helps solidify understanding of
the story’s core elements and themes.

Analyze Character Motivations

Focus on character analysis to appreciate how individual behaviors and emotions drive the narrative.
This approach deepens insight into family dynamics and thematic content.

Identify Themes and Literary Devices

Recognizing the story’s themes and literary techniques enhances critical thinking and prepares
students for essay writing and discussions.

Create Study Guides and Summaries

Use the information from the papa's parrot answer key to compile comprehensive study guides, which
can aid in exam preparation and class participation.

Practice with Quizzes and Discussions

Engage with quizzes or group discussions based on the answer key to reinforce knowledge and
encourage analytical dialogue.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Papa's Parrot'?

The main theme of 'Papa's Parrot' is the importance of family relationships and the feelings of
loneliness and regret.



Who are the central characters in ‘Papa's Parrot'?

The central characters are Harry, the boy, and his father's parrot, Rocky.

Why does Harry stop visiting his father's candy store in
'‘Papa's Parrot'?

Harry stops visiting the candy store because he becomes too busy with his own life and friends,
leading to neglecting his relationship with his father.

What role does the parrot play in the story 'Papa's Parrot'?

The parrot, Rocky, symbolizes the father's presence and the connection between Harry and his father.

How does 'Papa's Parrot' explore the theme of
communication?

The story shows that lack of communication can lead to misunderstanding and emotional distance
within families.

What lesson does Harry learn at the end of ‘Papa's Parrot'?

Harry learns to appreciate his father and the importance of spending time with family.

Where does the story 'Papa's Parrot' take place?

The story takes place primarily in the father's candy store.

What feelings does Harry experience when he returns to the
candy store?

Harry feels regret and sadness for neglecting his father and the special bond they shared.

Why is the parrot significant to Harry's father in '‘Papa’s
Parrot'?

The parrot is a companion to Harry's father and represents his hope to maintain a connection with
Harry.

How does 'Papa's Parrot' reflect real-life family dynamics?

The story reflects how busy lives and lack of communication can cause distance between family
members, but love and reconciliation are possible.



Additional Resources

1. "Papa's Parrot" by Cynthia Rylant

This is the original story about a boy named Harry and his father's parrot, Edgar. The narrative
explores themes of communication, change, and the bond between a father and son. It's a touching
story that highlights how sometimes animals can express feelings better than words.

2. "Thank You, Mr. Falker" by Patricia Polacco

This autobiographical story centers on a young girl struggling with reading until a teacher helps her
overcome her difficulties. Like "Papa's Parrot," it emphasizes the importance of understanding and
support in personal growth. The book deals with themes of kindness, patience, and the impact of
positive mentorship.

3. "The One and Only Ivan" by Katherine Applegate

Told from the perspective of a captive gorilla, this novel explores friendship, freedom, and the power
of storytelling. Similar to "Papa's Parrot," it highlights the emotional lives of animals and their
connections with humans. The story encourages empathy and compassion towards creatures in
captivity.

4. "Because of Winn-Dixie" by Kate DiCamillo

This heartwarming tale follows a young girl who adopts a stray dog, leading to new friendships and
community connections. Like "Papa's Parrot," it showcases the special bond between humans and
animals. The book also explores themes of loneliness, acceptance, and healing.

5. "Owl Moon" by Jane Yolen

A poetic story about a child and a parent going owling on a quiet winter night. The narrative captures
the beauty of nature and the deep connection between parent and child, resonating with the familial
themes in "Papa's Parrot." It emphasizes patience, wonder, and shared experiences in the natural
world.

6. "Charlotte's Web" by E.B. White

This classic tale tells the story of a pig named Wilbur and his friendship with a clever spider named
Charlotte. Similar to "Papa's Parrot," it delves into themes of friendship, loyalty, and the value of life.
The story encourages readers to appreciate kindness and the bonds that cross species.

7. "The Tale of Despereaux" by Kate DiCamillo

This fairy tale about a brave little mouse explores courage, forgiveness, and the power of storytelling.
Like "Papa's Parrot," it emphasizes the importance of understanding others and overcoming
challenges. The narrative is rich with lessons about empathy and bravery.

8. "My Father's Dragon" by Ruth Stiles Gannett

An adventurous story about a boy who sets out to rescue a baby dragon. This imaginative tale
complements the themes of family and adventure found in "Papa's Parrot." It encourages creativity,
problem-solving, and the strength of determination.

9. "Knots on a Counting Rope" by Bill Martin Jr. and John Archambault

A lyrical story about a boy and his father who share a special bond through storytelling and counting
knots on a rope. Like "Papa's Parrot," it emphasizes the connection between parent and child and the
importance of memories. The book celebrates love, learning, and the passage of time.
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