
pearl harbor dbq
pearl harbor dbq is a critical topic for understanding the pivotal moment in American and world
history that led the United States into World War II. This document-based question (DBQ) explores the
causes, events, and consequences of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. The
analysis typically involves examining primary and secondary sources to evaluate the motivations
behind Japan’s surprise strike, the preparedness of the United States, and the resulting shift in
American foreign policy. By studying the Pearl Harbor DBQ, students and researchers gain insight into
the complex geopolitical tensions in the Pacific, the role of intelligence and military strategy, and the
impact of the attack on American public opinion and wartime mobilization. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of the Pearl Harbor DBQ, including historical context, key events, the
aftermath of the attack, and tips for effectively analyzing DBQ documents related to Pearl Harbor. The
following sections will guide the reader through a structured examination of these elements to
enhance understanding and support academic success.

Historical Context of Pearl Harbor

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

Immediate Consequences and U.S. Response

Analyzing Sources in the Pearl Harbor DBQ

Strategies for Writing a Pearl Harbor DBQ Essay

Historical Context of Pearl Harbor

The historical context surrounding the Pearl Harbor attack is essential for understanding why Japan
targeted the U.S. naval base in Hawaii. In the years leading up to 1941, Japan sought to expand its
influence in East Asia and the Pacific, motivated by desires for natural resources and regional
dominance. Tensions heightened due to U.S. economic sanctions, including embargoes on oil and
scrap metal, which threatened Japan’s war efforts in China and its broader imperial ambitions.
Diplomatic negotiations between the United States and Japan repeatedly failed to resolve these
conflicts, setting the stage for military confrontation.

U.S.-Japan Relations Before the Attack

Relations between the United States and Japan deteriorated throughout the late 1930s and early
1940s. The U.S. imposed embargoes and trade restrictions as a response to Japanese aggression in
China and Indochina. Japan viewed these actions as attempts to curb its expansionist policies. Despite
ongoing diplomatic talks, mutual distrust and competing strategic interests led to increased hostility.
This strained relationship culminated in Japan’s decision to launch a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor to



neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet and secure freedom of action in Southeast Asia.

Military and Strategic Considerations

Japan’s military strategy aimed to incapacitate the United States’ naval capabilities quickly. Pearl
Harbor was chosen due to its status as the main base for the U.S. Pacific Fleet. The Japanese
leadership believed that a successful strike would delay American intervention and allow Japan to
consolidate its territorial gains. The attack was meticulously planned and executed, incorporating
aerial torpedo bombers, dive bombers, and fighter planes to maximize damage.

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor occurred on the morning of December 7, 1941, and remains one of the
most significant surprise military strikes in history. The Japanese launched waves of aircraft against
the naval base, targeting battleships, airfields, and other military installations. The attack resulted in
severe losses for the United States but also galvanized the American public and government to enter
World War II.

Details of the Attack

The assault began at approximately 7:55 a.m. Hawaiian time, with over 350 Japanese aircraft
engaging U.S. forces. Key targets included the battleships USS Arizona, USS Oklahoma, and USS West
Virginia, many of which were heavily damaged or sunk. American airfields such as Hickam Field were
also bombed to cripple air defense capabilities. The attack lasted around two hours and caused
significant casualties and material damage.

Casualties and Damage

The human cost of the Pearl Harbor attack was substantial. Over 2,400 Americans were killed,
including military personnel and civilians, and nearly 1,200 were wounded. The destruction included:

Eight battleships damaged or destroyed

Numerous cruisers, destroyers, and other vessels incapacitated

Nearly 200 aircraft destroyed or damaged

Infrastructure and airfields severely impacted



Despite the damage, vital assets such as American aircraft carriers were not present at the base
during the attack, which later played a crucial role in the Pacific War.

Immediate Consequences and U.S. Response

The aftermath of the Pearl Harbor attack led to a decisive shift in U.S. foreign policy and military
engagement. The shock and outrage across the nation spurred President Franklin D. Roosevelt to
declare December 7, 1941, as "a date which will live in infamy." The following day, the United States
formally declared war on Japan, marking its entry into World War II. This section examines the
immediate political, military, and social consequences of the attack.

Political Impact and Declaration of War

President Roosevelt addressed Congress on December 8, 1941, requesting a declaration of war
against Japan, which was approved almost unanimously. This marked the end of U.S. neutrality and
initiated full-scale participation in the global conflict. The attack also unified American public opinion,
overcoming isolationist sentiments and rallying support for the war effort.

Military Mobilization and Strategy

The U.S. military rapidly mobilized to respond to the new wartime reality. Efforts focused on rebuilding
the Pacific Fleet, enhancing coastal defenses, and coordinating with Allied powers. The attack
prompted strategic changes, including increased intelligence operations and an emphasis on aircraft
carrier warfare. The war in the Pacific would become a central theater of conflict following Pearl
Harbor.

Social and Cultural Effects

The event had profound social implications, including heightened nationalism and suspicion toward
Japanese Americans, which unfortunately led to internment policies. The attack also influenced
American culture, inspiring wartime propaganda and shaping public perceptions of the enemy and the
war’s stakes.

Analyzing Sources in the Pearl Harbor DBQ

Understanding how to analyze and interpret documents is crucial for success in a Pearl Harbor DBQ.
Sources may include government reports, eyewitness accounts, diplomatic correspondence,
speeches, and newspaper articles. Effective analysis involves evaluating the purpose, perspective,
and reliability of each document to construct a coherent argument.



Types of Sources Commonly Used

Typical documents in a Pearl Harbor DBQ might encompass:

Official military communications and after-action reports

Presidential speeches and congressional records

Japanese government and military statements

Eyewitness testimonies from survivors and military personnel

Contemporary news coverage and editorials

Evaluating Source Bias and Perspective

Each source reflects the viewpoint and context in which it was created. For instance, Japanese military
documents may justify the attack as a necessary act of self-defense, while American sources
emphasize its surprise and treachery. Recognizing these biases allows for a balanced interpretation
and helps in synthesizing information to answer the DBQ prompt effectively.

Strategies for Writing a Pearl Harbor DBQ Essay

Writing a high-quality Pearl Harbor DBQ essay requires careful planning, critical thinking, and clear
organization. This section outlines strategies to approach the essay prompt, integrate evidence, and
present a persuasive argument.

Understanding the Prompt

Before analyzing documents, it is essential to comprehend the DBQ question fully. Identify key terms
such as “causes,” “effects,” or “perspectives” to tailor the thesis and supporting arguments
accordingly. Clarifying the scope and focus will guide the selection and use of evidence.

Organizing the Essay Structure

A typical DBQ essay structure includes an introduction with a clear thesis statement, body paragraphs
that analyze multiple documents and incorporate outside knowledge, and a conclusion summarizing
the main points. Each paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the prompt and use evidence



from the sources to support claims.

Incorporating Evidence Effectively

Successful essays demonstrate the ability to cite documents accurately and explain their relevance. It
is important to:

Reference specific details from the documents

Analyze the author’s purpose and point of view

Connect evidence to the broader historical context

Use outside information to complement the provided sources

Developing these skills enhances the essay’s credibility and depth of analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a DBQ and how is it related to Pearl Harbor?
A DBQ, or Document-Based Question, is an essay or series of questions that require students to
analyze and synthesize historical documents. In the context of Pearl Harbor, a DBQ typically asks
students to examine various sources to understand the causes, events, and consequences of the
attack on Pearl Harbor.

What were the main causes of the attack on Pearl Harbor as
discussed in DBQ documents?
DBQ documents often highlight causes such as rising tensions between the United States and Japan,
Japan's imperial ambitions in Asia, economic sanctions and embargoes imposed by the U.S., and
diplomatic failures leading up to the attack.

How do DBQ documents portray the surprise nature of the
Pearl Harbor attack?
Documents in a Pearl Harbor DBQ typically emphasize the unexpectedness of the attack, showing
that the U.S. military and government were caught off guard despite some intelligence warnings,
reflecting the surprise and shock experienced on December 7, 1941.



What role did economic sanctions play in the lead-up to Pearl
Harbor according to DBQ sources?
Economic sanctions, including oil embargoes imposed by the United States on Japan, are often cited
in DBQ documents as key factors that escalated tensions and pushed Japan toward a military solution
to secure resources, leading to the attack on Pearl Harbor.

How do DBQ documents explain the impact of Pearl Harbor on
American public opinion?
Documents in a Pearl Harbor DBQ often show that the attack galvanized American public opinion,
transforming isolationist sentiment into widespread support for entering World War II and declaring
war on Japan.

What types of primary sources are commonly used in Pearl
Harbor DBQs?
Common primary sources include government and military communications, speeches by leaders like
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, newspaper articles from the time, eyewitness accounts, and Japanese
government statements.

How do DBQ essays typically evaluate the preparedness of
the U.S. military before Pearl Harbor?
DBQ essays often analyze documents that reveal shortcomings in U.S. military preparedness,
intelligence failures, and miscommunication among branches that contributed to the success of the
Japanese attack.

What was the immediate political response in the U.S. after
the Pearl Harbor attack according to DBQ documents?
DBQ documents commonly show that the immediate political response included President Roosevelt’s
'Day of Infamy' speech, a declaration of war against Japan by Congress, and a shift towards full U.S.
involvement in World War II.

How do DBQ documents address Japan’s justification for
attacking Pearl Harbor?
Some DBQ sources include Japanese statements and propaganda that justify the attack as a
preemptive strike to protect Japan’s interests and respond to U.S. economic pressures and military
presence in the Pacific.

What lessons about diplomacy and conflict can be drawn from
a Pearl Harbor DBQ?
A Pearl Harbor DBQ often highlights the failure of diplomacy, the dangers of underestimating an



opponent, and the consequences of escalating tensions without effective communication, providing
important lessons about international relations and conflict prevention.

Additional Resources
1. At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor by Gordon W. Prange
This comprehensive account details the events leading up to the attack on Pearl Harbor, the attack
itself, and its immediate aftermath. Prange uses extensive interviews and declassified documents to
provide a vivid and accurate narrative. The book explores the intelligence failures and political
decisions that contributed to the surprise attack. It remains one of the definitive works on the subject.

2. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History by Gordon W. Prange
In this follow-up to his previous work, Prange offers a critical analysis of the causes and consequences
of Pearl Harbor. He examines the roles of American and Japanese leadership and the strategic
miscalculations on both sides. The book also evaluates the impact of the attack on U.S. foreign policy
and World War II's trajectory.

3. Day of Infamy by Walter Lord
Walter Lord’s narrative captures the shock and chaos of the Pearl Harbor attack through firsthand
accounts from survivors and military personnel. The book provides a gripping, minute-by-minute
recounting of the attack and its immediate effects on the American forces. It is widely praised for its
accessible style and emotional depth.

4. Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath by John Toland
Toland presents a detailed history of the Pearl Harbor attack and the political climate that preceded it.
The book delves into the motivations of the Japanese government and the responses from American
officials. Toland’s work also covers the broader implications of the attack for the Asia-Pacific region
and the course of the war.

5. Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision by Roberta Wohlstetter
This book focuses on the intelligence aspects surrounding Pearl Harbor, analyzing how warnings were
received and interpreted by U.S. military and government leaders. Wohlstetter’s study is considered a
pioneering work in intelligence analysis and decision-making processes. It sheds light on the
complexities of anticipating surprise attacks.

6. The Attack on Pearl Harbor: Strategy, Combat, Myths, Deceptions by Alan D. Zimm
Zimm’s work provides a strategic and tactical examination of the Pearl Harbor attack from both
Japanese and American perspectives. The book debunks common myths and misconceptions, offering
a detailed look at military planning and execution. It also discusses the long-term effects of the attack
on naval strategy.

7. December 7, 1941: The Day the Japanese Attacked Pearl Harbor by Gordon W. Prange, Donald M.
Goldstein, and Katherine V. Dillon
This illustrated book combines narrative history with photographs and firsthand accounts to bring the
attack on Pearl Harbor to life. It provides a balanced view of both American and Japanese
perspectives. The book is accessible for younger readers and those new to the topic.

8. Pearl Harbor: The Seeds and Fruits of Infamy by Herbert Feis
Feis examines the diplomatic and political background leading to Pearl Harbor, including the failures
in communication and negotiation between the U.S. and Japan. The book highlights the complexities



of international relations in the late 1930s and early 1940s. It is a valuable resource for understanding
the broader context of the attack.

9. Surviving the Bomb: The Legacy of Pearl Harbor by John Toland
This book explores the personal stories of those who lived through the Pearl Harbor attack and the
subsequent impact on American society and military policy. Toland provides a human dimension to
the historical event, focusing on resilience and recovery. The narrative also touches on how Pearl
Harbor shaped American identity during World War II.
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