
picasso at the lapin agile script
picasso at the lapin agile script is a unique and compelling theatrical work that combines
historical figures, philosophical ideas, and humor in a single setting. Written by Steve Martin, this play
imagines a fictional meeting between Pablo Picasso and Albert Einstein in a small Parisian bar called
the Lapin Agile. The script explores themes of creativity, genius, and the nature of invention, while
providing a rich dialogue between two icons of the 20th century. This article delves into the
background, characters, themes, and significance of the picasso at the lapin agile script, offering
insights into its structure and relevance in modern theater. Readers will gain an understanding of the
play’s narrative elements, stylistic choices, and the impact it has had on audiences and critics alike.
The following sections will guide you through an in-depth analysis and overview of this celebrated
script.
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Background and Author
The picasso at the lapin agile script was written by Steve Martin, an American comedian, actor,
and playwright known for his sharp wit and unique storytelling abilities. First performed in 1993, the
play reflects Martin’s interests in philosophy, science, and art. The setting of the Lapin Agile, a real-
life cabaret in Montmartre, Paris, provides an authentic and atmospheric backdrop for the fictional
encounter. The choice of Picasso and Einstein as central characters highlights the intersection of
artistic and scientific genius during the early 20th century. The script is a blend of historical fact and
creative fiction, showcasing Martin’s skill in weaving intellectual discourse with humor and drama.

Plot Summary
The narrative of the picasso at the lapin agile script unfolds on a single evening in 1904, where
Picasso and Einstein meet for the first time. Both men are portrayed as young, ambitious, and still
developing their revolutionary ideas. The play captures their conversations, debates, and interactions
with other characters present in the bar. The story revolves around themes of creativity, the nature of
genius, and the impact of innovation on society. Through witty dialogue and philosophical discussions,
the play explores how these two figures perceive their work and the world around them. The setting
remains confined to the Lapin Agile, emphasizing the intimacy and intensity of the encounter.



Key Events

Picasso and Einstein’s initial meeting and exchange of ideas

Engagement with other patrons at the Lapin Agile

Philosophical debates on invention and creativity

Character dynamics revealing personal ambitions and doubts

Climactic moments reflecting the tension between art and science

Main Characters
The picasso at the lapin agile script features a small but significant cast that brings the story to
life. Each character represents different aspects of early 20th-century intellectual and cultural
movements. The interplay between these individuals enriches the thematic depth of the play.

Pablo Picasso
Depicted as a charismatic and confident artist, Picasso is portrayed in the early stages of his career,
exploring new artistic styles and challenging traditional norms. His character embodies the spirit of
innovation and the struggle for recognition.

Albert Einstein
Einstein appears as a young patent clerk, passionate about physics and developing his theories. His
personality combines humility with intellectual brilliance, and his conversations reveal his
groundbreaking ideas on relativity and the nature of time.

Supporting Characters
Other patrons of the Lapin Agile, including the bar owner and local intellectuals, serve as foils and
commentators on the central themes. These characters provide humor, contrast, and additional
perspectives on creativity and genius.

Themes and Motifs
The picasso at the lapin agile script is rich with themes that resonate beyond its historical setting.
The interplay between art and science forms the core of the narrative, highlighting how different
forms of creativity influence and challenge each other.



Creativity and Genius
The script examines the nature of creativity, portraying it as a complex and often misunderstood
process. Both Picasso and Einstein embody different types of genius, prompting reflections on how
innovation occurs in various fields.

The Intersection of Art and Science
The play suggests that art and science are complementary rather than opposing forces. Through the
characters’ dialogue, it explores how imagination and critical thinking contribute to breakthroughs in
both disciplines.

Time and Invention
Time is a recurring motif, especially in relation to Einstein’s theories. The script uses this concept
metaphorically to discuss the timing of ideas and the impact of inventions on the course of history.

Structure and Style
The picasso at the lapin agile script is structured as a one-act play, allowing for a focused and
intense narrative. The confined setting and limited cast create an intimate atmosphere conducive to
philosophical dialogue and character development.

Dialogue and Language
Steve Martin’s writing style in this script balances intellectual rigor with humor. The dialogue is sharp,
witty, and accessible, making complex ideas engaging for a broad audience. The use of period-
appropriate language adds authenticity to the characters and setting.

Setting and Stage Directions
The Lapin Agile bar serves as a symbolic and physical space where ideas converge. Stage directions
emphasize the interactions among characters and the mood of the environment, enhancing the
thematic impact of the script.

Significance and Reception
The picasso at the lapin agile script has been praised for its originality and intellectual depth. It
stands out in contemporary theater for its successful fusion of humor, philosophy, and historical
fiction. The play has been produced in various theaters worldwide, garnering critical acclaim for its
performances and writing.



Critical Acclaim
Critics have highlighted the script’s clever exploration of genius and creativity, applauding Steve
Martin’s ability to humanize two legendary figures. The balance of entertainment and thought-
provoking content has contributed to its enduring popularity.

Impact on Theater and Culture
The play has influenced other works that blend historical characters with fictional scenarios to explore
big ideas. It remains a significant example of how theater can engage audiences intellectually while
remaining accessible and enjoyable.

Notable Productions

Original 1993 production garnering attention for its innovative concept

Regional and university theater performances worldwide

Adaptations highlighting different interpretations of the characters and themes

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' by
Steve Martin?
The main theme of 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' is the intersection of genius and creativity, exploring
the rivalry and friendship between Pablo Picasso and Albert Einstein as they discuss art, science, and
the nature of innovation.

Who are the primary characters in 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile'
script?
The primary characters are Pablo Picasso, Albert Einstein, Germaine (the owner of the Lapin Agile),
Gaston (a waiter), Suzanne (a young woman), and Freddy (a salesman).

What is the setting of 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' and why is it
significant?
The play is set in the Lapin Agile, a famous Parisian cabaret, on October 8, 1904. This setting is
significant as it places two historical geniuses, Picasso and Einstein, at a time before their major
breakthroughs, allowing the play to explore their early ideas and potential futures.



How does 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' blend historical fact
with fiction?
The play fictionalizes a meeting between Picasso and Einstein, using their real-life personas and
achievements but imagining conversations that never actually happened, blending humor and
philosophical discussions to explore their impact on art and science.

What role does humor play in the script of 'Picasso at the
Lapin Agile'?
Humor is central to the script, used to make complex ideas about art, science, and genius accessible
and entertaining, while also highlighting the absurdity and brilliance of the characters' debates and
interactions.

How does the play 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' explore the
concept of genius?
The play examines genius through the contrasting approaches of Picasso and Einstein, showcasing
how creativity and innovation can manifest differently but are equally transformative in their
respective fields.

What philosophical questions are raised in 'Picasso at the
Lapin Agile'?
The play raises questions about the nature of creativity, the relationship between art and science, the
impact of innovation on society, and whether genius is innate or developed through experience.

Why is the date October 8, 1904, important in the context of
the play?
October 8, 1904, is the fictional date of the encounter between Picasso and Einstein, chosen because
it predates their major achievements, offering a speculative look at their thoughts and potentials
before their breakthroughs.

How can 'Picasso at the Lapin Agile' be used in educational
settings?
The play can be used to introduce students to concepts of creativity, history, and interdisciplinary
thinking, encouraging discussions about how art and science influence each other and the importance
of intellectual curiosity.

Additional Resources
1. Picasso at the Lapin Agile: A Play in Two Acts by Steve Martin
This is the original script of Steve Martin’s comedic play, where two of the 20th century’s greatest
minds, Pablo Picasso and Albert Einstein, meet at a Parisian bar in 1904. The play explores themes of



creativity, genius, and the nature of invention through witty dialogue and anachronistic humor. It
blends historical fact with playful fiction, making it a unique theatrical experience.

2. Understanding Steve Martin’s Picasso at the Lapin Agile
This book offers an in-depth analysis of the play’s themes, characters, and historical context. It
explores the intersections of art and science presented in the play and discusses how Martin uses
humor to engage with philosophical ideas. It is ideal for students and theater enthusiasts who want to
deepen their appreciation of the script.

3. The Art of Picasso: Cubism and Creativity
Focusing on Pablo Picasso’s artistic evolution, this book provides insight into the Cubist movement
and the creative environment of early 20th-century Paris. Readers gain context for Picasso’s
character in the play and better understand the historical backdrop against which the fictional
meeting at the Lapin Agile takes place.

4. Einstein and the Theory of Relativity: A Historical Perspective
This book traces Albert Einstein’s scientific breakthroughs, focusing on his development of the theory
of relativity around the same time the play is set. It helps readers appreciate the scientific ideas
referenced in the play and understand Einstein’s impact on modern thought.

5. Comedy and Philosophy: The Humor of Steve Martin
Examining Steve Martin’s unique blend of comedy and intellect, this book discusses how humor can
be used to explore serious philosophical questions. It includes a section dedicated to Picasso at the
Lapin Agile, highlighting how the play uses comedy to probe the nature of genius and innovation.

6. Parisian Bohemia: Life in the Montmartre District
This historical account delves into the vibrant artistic and intellectual scene of Montmartre, Paris,
where the Lapin Agile bar is located. The book paints a vivid picture of the cultural milieu that shaped
the characters and setting of the play, offering readers an immersive background.

7. Inventors and Innovators: A Dialogue Across Disciplines
This book explores famous historical conversations between figures from different fields, much like
the fictional meeting in Picasso at the Lapin Agile. It draws parallels between interdisciplinary
dialogues and their role in sparking creativity and new ideas.

8. Theatrical Techniques in Modern Comedy Plays
Focusing on staging, dialogue, and character development in contemporary comedic theater, this
book includes a case study on Picasso at the Lapin Agile. It provides practical insights for directors
and actors looking to bring the play’s unique blend of humor and intellect to life.

9. Steve Martin: From Stand-Up to Stage and Screen
A comprehensive biography and career analysis of Steve Martin, this book traces his evolution from
comedian to playwright and actor. It offers context on how Picasso at the Lapin Agile fits into his
broader body of work and highlights the play’s significance in his artistic journey.
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