
puritan laws and character answer key
puritan laws and character answer key provides a detailed understanding of the strict legal and
moral codes that defined Puritan society in early America. This article explores the foundational
principles behind Puritan laws, their social implications, and the distinctive character traits that
were fostered by these regulations. By examining the historical context and key elements of Puritan
governance, readers will gain a comprehensive insight into how Puritan laws shaped community
behavior and individual conduct. The content also addresses the influence of religious beliefs on
legal structures and personal virtues within Puritan communities. This answer key serves as a
valuable resource for students and scholars looking to grasp the complexities of Puritan life, law,
and character. The following sections will delve into the origins of Puritan laws, their enforcement,
and the character traits valued by Puritans.

Origins and Foundations of Puritan Laws

Key Features of Puritan Legal Codes

Impact of Puritan Laws on Society and Daily Life

Puritan Character Traits and Moral Expectations

Legacy of Puritan Laws and Character in Modern Context

Origins and Foundations of Puritan Laws
The establishment of Puritan laws was deeply rooted in the religious and social ideals of the Puritan
movement, which emerged in England during the 16th and 17th centuries. Puritans sought to purify
the Church of England from what they considered corrupt practices and aimed to create a godly
society based on strict biblical interpretation. When Puritans migrated to the American colonies,
they brought with them a legal framework designed to enforce moral behavior and social order.

Puritan laws were primarily influenced by their Calvinist theology, which emphasized predestination,
the sovereignty of God, and the importance of living a pious life. The legal codes reflected an
attempt to regulate not only public behavior but also private conduct, ensuring that all aspects of life
conformed to religious teachings. This foundation created a theocratic system where church and
state were closely intertwined.

Religious Influence on Legal Foundations
Religion was the cornerstone of Puritan law. The Bible was considered the ultimate legal authority,
and laws were often direct applications of biblical commandments. This religious influence meant
that laws addressed sins such as blasphemy, adultery, and Sabbath-breaking with severe penalties.
The Puritan belief in a covenant community also meant that laws were designed to maintain
communal holiness and to prevent moral decay.



Social and Political Context
The social context of the Puritan colonies was one in which conformity was essential for survival and
communal harmony. Political power was often vested in church leaders or those who demonstrated
strong religious commitment. Puritan laws reflected the desire to create a unified, disciplined
society that could withstand external threats and internal dissent.

Key Features of Puritan Legal Codes
Puritan legal codes were characterized by their strictness, moral focus, and communal enforcement.
These laws covered a wide range of behaviors and were often more severe than those found in
contemporary secular legal systems. The primary goal was to enforce religious conformity and
suppress any behavior seen as sinful or disruptive.

Types of Laws Enforced
Puritan laws regulated various aspects of life, including:

Religious observance – mandatory church attendance and Sabbath rest

Morality – prohibitions against drunkenness, gambling, and sexual immorality

Dress codes – modesty in clothing to reflect humility and piety

Speech – restrictions on blasphemy and gossip

Family discipline – laws concerning marriage fidelity and child-rearing

Enforcement and Punishments
Enforcement of Puritan laws was rigorous and public. Community members often acted as
informants, and local magistrates held trials for offenders. Punishments ranged from fines and
public humiliation to corporal punishment and banishment. The use of stocks, whipping, and even
execution for serious offenses reflected the severity with which Puritan authorities treated violations
of their laws.

Impact of Puritan Laws on Society and Daily Life
The strict legal and moral codes of Puritan society had significant effects on daily life and social
structures. These laws shaped community interactions, personal behavior, and even economic
activities. The emphasis on discipline and order fostered a culture of conformity and mutual
surveillance.



Community and Social Order
Puritan laws reinforced a tight-knit community where everyone was expected to uphold shared
values. Social order was maintained through collective responsibility, with neighbors monitoring
each other's conduct. This environment discouraged dissent and promoted uniformity in religious
and social practices.

Influence on Family and Gender Roles
Family life under Puritan laws was highly regulated, with clear expectations for the roles of men,
women, and children. Men were typically the heads of households with legal authority, while women
were expected to be submissive and morally upright. Children were subject to strict discipline to
ensure they adhered to religious teachings and societal norms.

Puritan Character Traits and Moral Expectations
The character of a Puritan was defined by virtues that aligned closely with their religious beliefs and
legal codes. Personal piety, hard work, self-discipline, and humility were among the most valued
traits. The strict laws not only regulated external behavior but also sought to cultivate inner moral
strength.

Core Puritan Virtues
Puritan character was often summarized by the following virtues:

Religious Devotion: Constant dedication to God and adherence to scripture.1.

Hard Work: The belief in the “Protestant work ethic” where labor was seen as a form of2.
worship.

Self-Control: Resisting temptation and practicing moderation in all things.3.

Humility: Avoiding pride and vanity to live a godly life.4.

Community Responsibility: Commitment to the welfare and moral purity of the community.5.

Behavioral Expectations
Puritans were expected to demonstrate their character through daily actions that reflected their
moral values. This included attending church regularly, confessing sins openly, engaging in honest
labor, and avoiding frivolous entertainment. These behavioral standards were reinforced by both
social pressure and legal requirements.



Legacy of Puritan Laws and Character in Modern
Context
The influence of Puritan laws and character extends far beyond their historical period, shaping
American cultural and legal traditions. Many values associated with Puritanism, such as the
emphasis on hard work and moral responsibility, have persisted in various forms throughout
American history.

Cultural and Legal Influences
Puritan legal principles contributed to the development of American legal systems, particularly in
the areas of community governance and moral legislation. The concept of a covenant community
influenced ideas of social contract and collective responsibility in later American political thought.

Modern Perceptions and Critiques
While aspects of Puritan character such as discipline and integrity are often praised, the rigidity of
their laws and intolerance toward dissent have been critiqued for fostering repression and limiting
individual freedoms. Contemporary discussions about the balance between morality and personal
liberty frequently reference the Puritan experience as a historical example.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were Puritan laws primarily designed to enforce?
Puritan laws were primarily designed to enforce strict religious discipline and moral conduct based
on their interpretation of the Bible.

How did Puritan laws impact daily life in colonial New
England?
Puritan laws impacted daily life by regulating behavior, mandating church attendance, prohibiting
activities considered sinful like gambling and drunkenness, and enforcing community conformity.

What characteristics defined Puritan character according to
historical accounts?
Puritan character was defined by traits such as piety, hard work, self-discipline, humility, and a
strong sense of community and moral responsibility.

Why is understanding Puritan laws important for studying



early American history?
Understanding Puritan laws is important because they shaped the social, religious, and legal
framework of early American settlements, influencing cultural values and governance.

Where can one find an answer key for questions about Puritan
laws and character?
An answer key for Puritan laws and character is typically found in educational textbooks, teacher
resource guides, or online study platforms that focus on American colonial history.

Additional Resources
1. Puritan Laws and Society: An Analytical Overview
This book delves into the legal frameworks established by Puritan communities in 17th-century New
England. It explores how Puritan laws shaped social behavior, governance, and community values.
Readers gain insight into the intersection of religion and law during this formative period in
American history.

2. The Character of Puritan Lawmakers: Morality and Authority
Focusing on the individuals who crafted Puritan laws, this work examines their motivations, beliefs,
and personal character traits. It provides a psychological and historical analysis of how personal
piety influenced legislative decisions. The book offers a nuanced understanding of the human
element behind strict legal codes.

3. Puritan Legal Codes: A Character Answer Key to Early American Morality
Serving as a guide, this book deciphers the underlying moral principles embedded in Puritan legal
codes. It acts as an answer key for students and scholars seeking to understand the ethical
standards that governed Puritan life. The text contextualizes laws within the broader framework of
character formation and religious discipline.

4. Law and Character in Puritan New England
This volume explores the relationship between legal statutes and the cultivation of individual
character in Puritan society. It investigates how laws were designed not just to punish but to mold
citizens into virtuous members of the community. The book provides case studies illustrating the
practical application of these principles.

5. The Moral Compass of Puritan Legislation
Examining the ethical foundations of Puritan laws, this book highlights how morality was codified
into legal mandates. It discusses the role of scriptural interpretation in shaping laws and the impact
on community behavior. Readers learn about the balance Puritans sought between divine law and
civil authority.

6. Character Development Through Puritan Law: A Historical Answer Key
This text serves as a historical answer key that connects Puritan legal practices with their goals for
character development. It outlines the educational and corrective functions of laws within Puritan
communities. The book is useful for educators and historians interested in early American legal
philosophy.



7. Puritanism, Law, and the Formation of Character
Highlighting the symbiotic relationship between Puritan religious beliefs and legal structures, this
book explores how laws reinforced community values. It assesses the effectiveness of legal measures
in promoting desired moral traits among individuals. The work also considers dissent and conformity
within these tightly controlled societies.

8. The Answer Key to Understanding Puritan Legal and Moral Codes
Designed as a companion resource, this book provides clear explanations and interpretations of
complex Puritan laws. It serves as an answer key for readers attempting to decode the character
ideals embedded in legal texts. The book is particularly helpful for students studying Puritanism and
early American law.

9. Puritan Laws: Character, Community, and Control
This comprehensive study investigates how Puritan laws functioned as tools for maintaining social
order and shaping communal character. It discusses the interplay between individual morality and
collective norms enforced through legal means. The book offers a detailed look at the mechanisms of
control within Puritan settlements.
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