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answers
puritans laws and character commonlit answers provide valuable insights into
the unique legal and moral framework that shaped Puritan society in colonial
America. Understanding these laws and the character traits emphasized by the
Puritans is essential for interpreting their cultural legacy and social
dynamics. This article explores the key aspects of Puritan laws, the moral
character they fostered, and how these elements are reflected in CommonLit
educational resources and answer guides. By examining the historical context,
legal codes, and ethical principles, readers gain a comprehensive view of
Puritan life. Additionally, the article discusses common questions and
answers found in CommonLit assignments related to Puritan laws and character,
helping students and educators alike. This thorough analysis will clarify the
connections between Puritan theology, governance, and community behavior,
offering a well-rounded understanding of the topic. The following sections
outline the main components discussed herein.

Overview of Puritan Society and Legal Framework

Key Puritan Laws and Their Social Impact

Puritan Character Traits and Moral Expectations

CommonLit Assignments on Puritan Laws and Character

Frequently Asked Questions and CommonLit Answers

Overview of Puritan Society and Legal Framework
The Puritans were a religious group that emerged in the late 16th and early
17th centuries, aiming to reform the Church of England and establish a
society grounded in strict religious principles. Their migration to the New
World was motivated by the desire to create a community governed by biblical
laws and moral discipline. The Puritan legal framework was deeply intertwined
with their religious beliefs, resulting in laws that reflected their
interpretation of Scripture. This framework emphasized communal
responsibility, moral conduct, and obedience to both civil and divine
authority.

Puritan society was characterized by a theocratic structure in which church
leaders wielded significant influence over legal and social matters. This
blend of religious and civil governance shaped the daily lives of community
members, enforcing conformity and punishing dissent with legal measures. The
Puritan emphasis on covenant theology reinforced the idea that the community



was bound by a sacred agreement to uphold God's laws, which were codified
into their legal system.

Religious Foundations of Puritan Law
The foundation of Puritan law was the belief that civil laws should reflect
divine commandments. The Bible served as the ultimate legal and moral
authority, guiding the creation and enforcement of laws. This religious basis
meant that offenses against the community were often framed as sins against
God, justifying harsh penalties for behaviors deemed immoral or rebellious.
The integration of religious doctrine and civil law was a hallmark of Puritan
governance, shaping their approach to justice and community order.

Theocratic Governance and Community Control
In Puritan communities, church elders and magistrates worked collaboratively
to maintain social order. Theocratic governance meant that religious leaders
had authority in legal matters, and the community was expected to adhere to
strict moral codes. This system prioritized collective well-being and
spiritual purity, often at the expense of individual freedoms. Community
control was enforced through regular church attendance, moral surveillance,
and public punishments designed to deter transgressions.

Key Puritan Laws and Their Social Impact
Puritan laws covered a broad spectrum of social, moral, and religious
behavior, reflecting their commitment to creating a godly society. These laws
regulated everything from Sabbath observance and church attendance to
prohibitions against gambling, drunkenness, and adultery. The enforcement of
these laws helped maintain social cohesion but also imposed significant
restrictions on personal behavior.

Examples of Notable Puritan Laws

Sabbath Laws: Strict observance of the Sabbath was mandatory, with
penalties for working or engaging in recreational activities on Sundays.

Blasphemy and Heresy: Speaking against God, the church, or religious
leaders was punishable by fines, imprisonment, or corporal punishment.

Adultery and Sexual Conduct: Sexual immorality was severely punished,
often by public whipping or banishment.

Alcohol and Gambling Restrictions: Excessive drinking and gambling were
prohibited as they were seen as threats to moral order.



Education Laws: Laws required parents to ensure that their children
could read and understand the Bible, promoting literacy.

Social Implications of Puritan Legal Codes
The strict enforcement of Puritan laws had profound social implications.
While these laws fostered a tightly knit community with shared values, they
also suppressed dissent and punished deviation harshly. The focus on public
morality and conformity created an environment where social surveillance was
intense, and reputations could be easily damaged. However, these laws also
contributed to the establishment of social order and a sense of collective
identity.

Puritan Character Traits and Moral Expectations
Puritan character was defined by virtues deeply rooted in their religious
worldview. Traits such as piety, humility, hard work, and self-discipline
were highly esteemed. The Puritans believed that moral character was not only
a personal attribute but a reflection of one's spiritual state and commitment
to God's covenant. These expectations influenced individual behavior and
community interactions.

Core Puritan Virtues

Piety: Devotion to God through prayer, worship, and adherence to
religious duties.

Temperance: Self-control in all aspects of life, including the avoidance
of excess and indulgence.

Industriousness: Hard work was seen as a moral obligation and a way to
glorify God.

Humility: Acknowledging one's limitations and submitting to divine
authority.

Integrity: Honesty and moral uprightness in personal and communal
dealings.

Impact on Daily Life and Social Relations
The emphasis on these character traits shaped Puritan family life, education,



and community expectations. Children were raised to embody these virtues, and
social interactions were governed by principles of trust, accountability, and
mutual support. The Puritan ideal of character reinforced social cohesion and
the maintenance of a godly community, where personal conduct was inseparable
from religious faith.

CommonLit Assignments on Puritan Laws and
Character
CommonLit, an educational platform, offers a range of texts and assignments
focusing on Puritan laws and character. These resources help students analyze
historical documents, literary works, and primary sources related to
Puritanism. Through guided questions and answer keys, CommonLit enhances
comprehension of the Puritan worldview and its legal and moral dimensions.

Types of CommonLit Texts and Questions

Historical Documents: Excerpts from Puritan legal codes, sermons, and
writings that illustrate their laws and ethics.

Literary Works: Selections from authors influenced by Puritanism,
exploring themes of morality and faith.

Comprehension Questions: Queries designed to assess understanding of
Puritan laws, character traits, and societal impact.

Analytical Prompts: Tasks encouraging critical thinking about the
relationship between law, religion, and community.

Benefits of Using CommonLit for Studying Puritanism
CommonLit assignments provide structured opportunities to engage with complex
historical and literary content. The platform’s answer guides clarify
difficult concepts and support accurate interpretation of Puritan laws and
character. This approach aids students in connecting historical context with
textual analysis and moral philosophy, enhancing their overall grasp of
Puritan influences on American culture.

Frequently Asked Questions and CommonLit



Answers
Students often seek specific answers to questions about Puritan laws and
character when working with CommonLit materials. These FAQs cover common
themes such as the purpose of Puritan laws, the role of religion in
governance, and the significance of Puritan virtues. The answers provided in
CommonLit resources are carefully crafted to reflect historical accuracy and
critical understanding.

Sample CommonLit Questions and Model Answers

What was the primary purpose of Puritan laws?1.
Puritan laws aimed to create a society that adhered to biblical
principles, ensuring moral conduct and communal holiness.

How did Puritan character traits influence their community?2.
The traits fostered social cohesion by promoting shared values such as
hard work, piety, and humility, which guided personal and public
behavior.

Why was the Sabbath so strictly enforced by the Puritans?3.
The Sabbath was considered a sacred day dedicated to worship and rest,
and breaking its observance was seen as defiance against God’s
commandments.

What role did education play in Puritan society?4.
Education was essential for enabling individuals to read the Bible and
understand religious teachings, supporting the community’s spiritual
goals.

How did Puritan laws address moral transgressions?5.
Moral transgressions were met with public punishment to deter wrongdoing
and maintain the community’s religious purity.

These answers assist in deepening comprehension of Puritan legal and moral
systems, complementing classroom learning and exam preparation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were some common laws enforced by the Puritans
in their communities?
Puritan laws often included strict regulations on moral behavior, such as
prohibitions against drunkenness, Sabbath-breaking, blasphemy, and adultery.
They also enforced laws requiring church attendance and promoted a strong
work ethic.

How did Puritan laws reflect their religious
beliefs?
Puritan laws were heavily influenced by their interpretation of the Bible,
aiming to create a godly society. They sought to enforce moral conduct based
on their religious principles and maintain social order aligned with their
faith.

What characteristics are commonly attributed to
Puritan characters in literature?
Puritan characters are often depicted as pious, disciplined, hardworking, and
morally strict. They may also be portrayed as intolerant or judgmental due to
their rigid adherence to religious laws.

How did Puritan laws impact daily life in their
settlements?
Puritan laws dictated many aspects of daily life, including dress codes,
behavior in public, and the observance of religious practices. This created a
highly regulated and communal lifestyle focused on religious devotion and
social conformity.

What role did the church play in enforcing Puritan
laws?
The church was central to enforcing Puritan laws, as church leaders often
acted as moral authorities and community leaders. They monitored behavior and
helped implement punishments for those who violated laws.

Why did Puritans emphasize the importance of
education?
Puritans valued education because it enabled individuals to read the Bible
and understand religious teachings. This focus supported their goal of
creating a knowledgeable and devout community.



How are Puritan characters portrayed in CommonLit
texts?
In CommonLit texts, Puritan characters are typically portrayed as earnest,
serious, and deeply religious individuals who face internal and external
conflicts related to their strict moral codes.

What was the purpose of laws related to the Sabbath
in Puritan society?
Sabbath laws were intended to ensure that the day was dedicated entirely to
rest and worship, reinforcing the Puritans' commitment to God and preventing
secular activities that might distract from religious observance.

How did Puritan laws address issues of punishment
and justice?
Puritan laws prescribed strict and often public punishments for moral
transgressions to serve as deterrents and uphold community standards. Justice
was closely tied to religious doctrine, emphasizing repentance and moral
correction.

In what ways did Puritan character traits influence
their community governance?
Puritan traits such as discipline, piety, and a sense of moral responsibility
influenced governance by promoting laws and social norms aimed at maintaining
religious purity and social order within the community.

Additional Resources
1. The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop
This book explores the life and challenges faced by John Winthrop, a leading
figure in the establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. It delves into
Puritan laws, social norms, and the moral struggles within the community.
Readers gain insight into the character traits valued by Puritans and how
these influenced their governance and daily life.

2. Pillars of the Republic: Common Good and Public Morality in American
History
This work examines the role of moral and legal codes in shaping early
American society, with a focus on Puritan influences. It discusses how
Puritan laws reflected their religious beliefs and community values. The book
also connects these historical frameworks to broader themes in American
character and ethics.

3. The Character of the Puritans



A detailed study of the Puritan mindset, this book analyzes their virtues
such as diligence, piety, and communal responsibility. It also covers the
legalistic aspects of their society, highlighting how laws enforced moral
behavior. The narrative offers explanations for common questions found in
educational resources like CommonLit.

4. Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness
This title explores the paradox of Puritan strictness and their quest for a
meaningful, happy life. Laws and social expectations are discussed in
relation to personal character development. The author provides context for
understanding Puritan literature and typical answers to related comprehension
questions.

5. Law and Liberty in Early New England
Focusing on the legal frameworks of Puritan colonies, this book describes how
laws were used to maintain social order and religious purity. It includes
analysis of character traits encouraged by these laws, such as honesty and
humility. This source is valuable for those studying Puritan law and
character themes in academic settings.

6. The Puritan Ethic and the Spirit of America
This book traces the influence of Puritan values on American identity,
especially through their legal and moral codes. It discusses the common
traits attributed to Puritans, such as industriousness and self-discipline.
Readers will find connections to typical questions about Puritan character
and societal laws.

7. Puritan Laws and Social Control
A comprehensive overview of the legal system within Puritan communities, this
book highlights how laws regulated behavior to reflect religious ideals. It
explains the implications of these laws for individual character and
community cohesion. The content sheds light on typical educational themes
regarding Puritanism.

8. The Moral World of the Puritans
This book delves into Puritan ethics and their worldview, emphasizing the
interplay between law, religion, and personal character. It discusses how
Puritan laws aimed to cultivate moral character in all community members.
This resource is useful for understanding the background of common literary
answer keys.

9. Understanding Puritanism: Laws, Literature, and Legacy
Covering the historical, legal, and literary aspects of Puritanism, this book
provides a rounded perspective on their societal structure. It explains how
laws reflected and shaped Puritan character traits such as humility,
obedience, and faith. The book supports comprehension of related academic
questions and texts.
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