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referral letter oet writing answer sheet sample for nurses is an essential resource for nurses preparing

for the Occupational English Test (OET). This article provides an in-depth guide on how to create an

effective referral letter, tailored specifically for the OET writing sub-test. Nurses aiming to achieve high

scores will benefit from understanding the structure, tone, and key elements required in a referral

letter. Alongside a detailed explanation, this article includes a referral letter OET writing answer sheet

sample for nurses to illustrate best practices. Additionally, the article covers common mistakes to avoid

and tips for enhancing clarity and professionalism in referral letters. By the end, nurses will have a

comprehensive framework to confidently approach the referral letter task in the OET writing section.
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Understanding the Referral Letter Task in OET Writing

The referral letter task in the OET writing sub-test requires nurses to compose a professional letter that

refers a patient to another healthcare professional or facility. This task assesses the candidate’s ability



to communicate clearly, use appropriate language, and organize information logically. The letter must

include relevant patient information, clinical details, and clear instructions or requests for further care.

Candidates are expected to demonstrate a strong command of medical vocabulary and adhere to

formal letter conventions. Understanding the task requirements is crucial to produce a well-structured

letter that meets the OET criteria.

Purpose of the Referral Letter

The primary purpose of a referral letter is to facilitate continuity of care by providing the receiving

healthcare professional with comprehensive and accurate patient information. For nurses, writing a

referral letter involves summarizing the patient’s condition, treatment history, and any concerns that

warrant further investigation or specialist input. The letter should enable the recipient to understand the

patient’s needs and the reason for referral without ambiguity.

Assessment Criteria in OET Writing

The OET writing sub-test evaluates candidates on four main criteria: content, language, conciseness

and clarity, and genre and style. Content assesses the relevance and completeness of the information

provided. Language focuses on grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structure. Conciseness and clarity

measure the ability to express ideas succinctly and understandably. Genre and style examine

adherence to formal letter writing conventions and professional tone.

Key Components of a Referral Letter for Nurses

A well-crafted referral letter for the OET writing task must include several key components to ensure it

is effective and meets exam standards. Each section plays a vital role in conveying the necessary

information professionally and accurately.



Patient Information

This section includes the patient’s personal details such as name, age, gender, and relevant identifiers

like medical record number. Accurate patient identification is essential to avoid confusion and ensure

proper follow-up.

Reason for Referral

Clearly stating the reason for referral is critical. This may involve describing the patient’s presenting

symptoms, ongoing issues, or the need for specialist assessment or intervention. The explanation

should be concise but informative enough to convey urgency or importance.

Clinical History and Examination Findings

This part summarizes the patient’s medical history, recent treatments, and any relevant clinical

examination results. It provides context to the referral and helps the receiving professional understand

the patient’s condition comprehensively.

Current Medications and Allergies

Listing current medications and known allergies is essential for patient safety and informs the receiving

professional’s management plan. This information must be accurate and up-to-date.

Recommendations and Requests

The letter should conclude with clear recommendations or specific requests for investigation,

treatment, or follow-up. This guides the recipient on the expected course of action.



Patient identification details

Reason for referral

Relevant medical history and examination findings

Medication and allergy information

Clear recommendations or requests

Referral Letter OET Writing Answer Sheet Sample for Nurses

The following is a sample referral letter answer sheet demonstrating the structure, language, and

content expected in the OET writing sub-test for nurses. This example highlights how to address all

key components while maintaining professional tone and clarity.

Referring Nurse: Jane Smith, RN

Patient: Mr. John Brown, 65 years old

Date: June 10, 2024

Dear Dr. Williams,

I am writing to refer Mr. John Brown, a 65-year-old male, for further evaluation and management of his

persistent lower back pain, which has not improved despite conservative treatment over the past six

weeks.



Mr. Brown has a history of osteoarthritis and hypertension. He reports constant dull pain localized in

the lumbar region, rated 6 out of 10 in severity, which worsens with physical activity. He has no history

of trauma or neurological symptoms such as numbness or weakness.

On examination, there is tenderness over the lumbar vertebrae with limited range of motion.

Neurological examination was unremarkable. Current medications include lisinopril 10 mg daily and

paracetamol as needed. There are no known drug allergies.

I recommend a specialist assessment to consider imaging studies and further management options,

including potential physiotherapy or pain management interventions.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if additional information is required.

Sincerely,

Jane Smith, RN

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Referral Letters

When preparing referral letters for the OET writing sub-test, nurses should be aware of frequent errors

that can negatively impact their score. Avoiding these mistakes helps ensure the letter is professional,

clear, and effective.

Omitting Important Patient Details

Failing to include essential patient identifiers or clinical information can cause confusion and reduce

the letter’s usefulness. Always double-check that all relevant details are present.



Using Informal or Inappropriate Language

The referral letter must maintain a formal and professional tone throughout. Informal expressions,

slang, or overly casual language are unsuitable for this context.

Lack of Clarity and Conciseness

Overly wordy sentences or vague descriptions can obscure the message. Clear, concise language is

necessary to communicate the patient’s condition and referral reason effectively.

Ignoring Letter Format and Structure

Adherence to the conventional letter format, including salutations, paragraphs, and closing, is

important. Disorganized content or missing sections can confuse the reader and reduce the letter’s

impact.

Tips to Improve Referral Letter Writing Skills

Enhancing referral letter writing skills requires focused practice and attention to key areas. The

following tips support nurses in developing proficiency for the OET writing sub-test.

Practice with Realistic Cases

Engage with practice tasks based on common clinical scenarios to familiarize yourself with typical

referral letter requirements. This builds confidence and competence.



Expand Medical Vocabulary

Develop a strong repertoire of medical terms and phrases relevant to nursing and patient care. This

enables precise and professional communication.

Use Clear and Structured Writing

Organize information logically into paragraphs, each with a clear focus. Use bullet points or lists when

appropriate to enhance readability.

Review and Revise

After drafting, carefully review the letter to correct grammatical errors, improve phrasing, and ensure

completeness. Peer feedback can also provide valuable insights.

Engage in regular, timed writing practice1.

Utilize sample referral letter templates for guidance2.

Focus on accuracy and relevance of clinical information3.

Maintain a formal, respectful tone throughout the letter4.

Proofread meticulously before submission5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a referral letter in the OET writing sub-test for nurses?

A referral letter in the OET writing sub-test for nurses is a formal letter written by a nurse to another

healthcare professional, referring a patient for further assessment, treatment, or specialist consultation.

What key elements should be included in a referral letter for the OET

writing task?

A referral letter should include the patient's details, reason for referral, relevant medical history, current

medication, observations, nursing care provided, and a clear request for specific action or assessment

by the receiving professional.

Are there any sample answer sheets available for referral letters in

OET writing for nurses?

Yes, there are many sample answer sheets and model referral letters available online and in OET

preparation books specifically designed for nurses to help understand the structure and language

required.

How can nurses structure their referral letter in the OET writing test?

Nurses should use a clear structure: introduction (patient details and purpose), body (medical history,

observations, nursing interventions), and conclusion (specific request and contact information). Using

paragraphs and appropriate formal language is important.

What language features are important in writing a referral letter for

OET nurses?

Important language features include using formal and polite language, clear and concise sentences,



medical terminology relevant to nursing, and linking phrases to ensure coherence and cohesion

throughout the letter.

How long should a referral letter be in the OET writing sub-test for

nurses?

The referral letter should be approximately 180-200 words, concise yet comprehensive enough to

provide all necessary information for the receiving healthcare professional.

Can nurses use templates for referral letters in the OET writing exam?

While nurses can practice with templates during preparation, it is important to adapt each referral letter

to the specific case given in the exam prompt, ensuring all relevant details are included and the letter

is personalized.

What common mistakes should nurses avoid when writing referral

letters in the OET?

Common mistakes include omitting important patient information, using informal language, writing

unclear requests, poor organization, and exceeding the word limit, all of which can negatively impact

the letter’s effectiveness.

Additional Resources

1. OET Writing for Nurses: Referral Letter Practice and Sample Answers

This book offers comprehensive guidance on writing effective referral letters tailored for the

Occupational English Test (OET) nursing module. It includes sample answer sheets, common phrases,

and tips to help nurses accurately convey patient information. The practice exercises simulate real

exam conditions, enabling candidates to build confidence and improve their writing skills.

2. Mastering OET Referral Letters: A Nurse’s Guide to Writing with Clarity



Designed specifically for nurses preparing for the OET, this book breaks down the structure and

language required for referral letters. It provides annotated examples and step-by-step instructions to

help candidates understand what examiners look for. The book also covers common pitfalls and how

to avoid them, ensuring a polished and professional submission.

3. Sample Answer Sheets for OET Writing: Referral Letters for Nursing Professionals

This resource compiles a variety of sample referral letters that meet OET standards, focusing on

nursing scenarios. It is ideal for self-study and offers detailed explanations of why certain phrases and

sentences are effective. Nurses can use this book to compare their writing and learn how to enhance

coherence and relevance.

4. Effective Communication in Nursing: OET Referral Letter Writing Workbook

A practical workbook filled with exercises and examples designed to improve nurses’ referral letter

skills for the OET. The book emphasizes clear communication, appropriate tone, and accuracy in

medical terminology. It also includes model answers and space for learners to draft and revise their

own letters.

5. OET Writing Made Easy: Referral Letter Samples and Strategies for Nurses

This guide simplifies the process of writing referral letters by offering clear strategies and numerous

sample answers. It helps nurses understand the assessment criteria and how to meet them effectively.

The book also provides tips on time management and planning during the OET writing task.

6. Referral Letter Templates and Samples for OET Nursing Writing

Featuring a collection of ready-to-use templates and sample referral letters, this book is a handy tool

for OET candidates. Each template is designed to address common nursing referral scenarios and

includes annotations explaining key elements. It encourages learners to personalize templates while

maintaining exam standards.

7. Advanced Referral Letter Writing for OET Nurses: Sample Answers and Expert Tips

This advanced-level book targets nurses aiming for high scores in the OET writing section. It offers

complex sample letters with detailed analyses, highlighting sophisticated language use and structure.



Expert tips guide readers on enhancing clarity, tone, and patient-centered communication.

8. OET Writing Referral Letters: A Nurse’s Practice Guide with Sample Answer Sheets

Focused on practical application, this guide provides a variety of referral letter samples alongside

practice exercises. It encourages active learning through writing prompts and self-assessment

checklists. Nurses can track their progress and identify areas needing improvement with this structured

approach.

9. Essential Phrases and Sample Referral Letters for OET Nursing Writing

This book compiles essential phrases and vocabulary tailored for referral letter writing in the OET

nursing module. It presents phrase banks alongside sample letters to demonstrate their effective use.

The resource helps nurses build a strong lexical resource to enhance the quality and professionalism

of their writing.
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