
self-guided tour of st louis cemetery #1

self-guided tour of st louis cemetery #1 offers an immersive experience into one of New Orleans’
most historic and culturally rich locations. Known for its unique above-ground tombs and famous
residents, St. Louis Cemetery #1 stands as a testament to the city’s diverse heritage and
architectural ingenuity. This article explores how to navigate the cemetery independently,
highlighting key points of interest, historical context, and practical tips to enhance your visit. Whether
interested in history, architecture, or local lore, a self-guided tour allows visitors to explore at their
own pace and uncover hidden stories. The following sections will provide a detailed overview of the
cemetery’s background, notable tombs, visitor guidelines, and suggested walking routes. By the end,
readers will be well-equipped to embark on their own self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1
confidently and respectfully.
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Visitor Tips and Regulations
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Overview and Historical Significance
St. Louis Cemetery #1 is the oldest and most famous cemetery in New Orleans, established in 1789. It
represents a vital piece of the city’s history, showcasing burial practices unique to the region,
particularly the use of above-ground vaults due to the city’s high water table. The cemetery reflects
the multicultural influences that shaped New Orleans, including French, Spanish, African, and Creole
traditions. It is also the final resting place for many prominent figures, making it a significant cultural
landmark.

Origins and Development
The cemetery was founded to replace earlier burial grounds that were prone to flooding. Its design
features elaborate tombs built above ground, a method devised to prevent bodies from being washed
out by the city’s frequent flooding. Over the centuries, the cemetery expanded, becoming a
repository for the city’s elite and common citizens alike. Its layout and tomb styles provide insight into
the social hierarchy and artistic trends of various periods.



Cultural and Architectural Importance
The cemetery is renowned for its distinctive architecture, combining elements of Gothic, Spanish
Colonial, and Classical styles. These monumental tombs are often ornately decorated with carvings,
statues, and inscriptions that tell stories of the deceased and their families. St. Louis Cemetery #1 is
also a focal point for local legends and ghost stories, adding to its allure as a tourist destination and
historical site.

Notable Tombs and Monuments
During a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1, several key tombs and monuments stand out due
to their historical significance and unique stories. Exploring these sites reveals the rich tapestry of
New Orleans’ past and the individuals who shaped it.

The Tomb of Marie Laveau
Perhaps the most famous tomb in the cemetery is that of Marie Laveau, the renowned Voodoo Queen
of New Orleans. Her resting place attracts many visitors interested in the mystique surrounding her
life and legacy. The tomb is marked by numerous offerings and tokens left by admirers hoping to
invoke her spirit or blessings.

General Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard
Another prominent figure interred here is General Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard, a Confederate
general during the American Civil War. His tomb reflects his military importance and stands as a
reminder of the city’s complex historical narratives.

Architectural Highlights
Many tombs feature intricate ironwork, detailed sculptures, and epitaphs that provide insight into the
families and individuals buried within. Visitors can observe the distinctive characteristics of Creole
and American tomb styles, which differ in design and symbolism.

Planning Your Self-Guided Tour
A successful self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1 requires thoughtful planning to maximize both
enjoyment and respect for the site. Understanding the layout, entry points, and key stops ensures a
comprehensive experience.

Access and Entry Points
St. Louis Cemetery #1 is located in the Tremé neighborhood of New Orleans, easily accessible from
the French Quarter. The cemetery has specific hours of operation, and visitors should check for any



restrictions or required permits prior to arrival. Entry is typically through the main gate on Basin
Street.

Essential Items to Bring
To enhance the self-guided tour experience, visitors should consider bringing:

A printed map or a digital map application

Comfortable walking shoes

Water and sun protection

A notebook or device for taking notes

A camera for photographs (respecting all guidelines)

Recommended Reading and Resources
Familiarizing oneself with the history of the cemetery and notable individuals buried there can enrich
the visit. Several guidebooks and local resources provide detailed background information and
suggested itineraries for a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1.

Visitor Tips and Regulations
Respecting the rules and cultural sensitivities of St. Louis Cemetery #1 is crucial for preserving its
integrity and ensuring a positive experience for all visitors. The cemetery is an active burial ground
and a protected historic site.

Behavioral Guidelines
Visitors should maintain a respectful demeanor, avoiding loud conversations and disruptive behavior.
Touching or climbing on tombs is prohibited, as is littering or removing any items from the site.
Photography is allowed but should be conducted with respect for other visitors and the deceased.

Safety Considerations
The cemetery’s narrow pathways and uneven surfaces require careful walking. It is advisable to stay
on marked paths and avoid entering restricted areas. Additionally, visitors should be mindful of
weather conditions and plan accordingly.



Suggested Walking Routes
To facilitate a comprehensive self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1, several walking routes can
be followed depending on time constraints and interests. These routes highlight key tombs,
architectural features, and historical points.

Short Route: Highlights in Under One Hour
This route covers the most famous tombs and central areas of the cemetery, ideal for visitors with
limited time.

Enter through the main gate on Basin Street1.

Visit the tomb of Marie Laveau2.

Explore the General Beauregard tomb3.

Observe several notable family tombs along the central alley4.

Exit through the main gate5.

Extended Route: In-Depth Exploration
For those wishing to delve deeper into the cemetery's history and architecture, the extended route
includes lesser-known tombs and artistic details.

Begin at the main entrance1.

Visit the prominent tombs including Marie Laveau and Beauregard2.

Explore the northern section with its diverse architectural styles3.

Walk through the eastern alleyways to observe unique inscriptions and statues4.

Conclude the tour by retracing steps to the exit5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is St. Louis Cemetery #1 famous for?
St. Louis Cemetery #1 is famous for being the oldest and most famous cemetery in New Orleans,
known for its above-ground tombs, historic significance, and as the resting place of notable figures
like voodoo priestess Marie Laveau.



Can I do a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1?
Yes, you can do a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1 by exploring the grounds on your own,
but you should check the latest access rules as the cemetery has restricted entry and may require
permits or guided tours for entrance.

Where can I find a map for a self-guided tour of St. Louis
Cemetery #1?
Maps for a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1 can be found online on tourism websites, mobile
apps, or by downloading printable guides that highlight key tombs and points of interest within the
cemetery.

What should I know before starting a self-guided tour of St.
Louis Cemetery #1?
Before starting a self-guided tour, be aware of the cemetery's hours, rules about respectful behavior,
photography policies, and any restrictions on access, as well as the historical context to better
appreciate the site.

Is it safe to visit St. Louis Cemetery #1 on a self-guided tour?
St. Louis Cemetery #1 is generally safe to visit during daylight hours, but visitors should stay alert,
follow local guidelines, and avoid wandering alone in less crowded areas to ensure a safe experience.

What are the must-see tombs on a self-guided tour of St.
Louis Cemetery #1?
Must-see tombs include the tomb of Marie Laveau, the Voodoo Queen, the vaults of Bernard de
Marigny, Homer Plessy, and other historically significant figures that highlight the cemetery's cultural
and historical richness.

Are there any apps recommended for a self-guided tour of St.
Louis Cemetery #1?
Yes, several mobile apps offer self-guided tours of New Orleans cemeteries, including St. Louis
Cemetery #1, providing maps, audio guides, and detailed information on notable tombs and history.

How long does a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1
typically take?
A self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery #1 typically takes about 45 minutes to 1 hour, depending on
how thoroughly you explore and read about the various tombs and historical markers.

Do I need a permit to enter St. Louis Cemetery #1 for a self-



guided tour?
Yes, as of recent regulations, visitors need to obtain a permit or be accompanied by an authorized
tour guide to enter St. Louis Cemetery #1, so it is important to check current access policies before
planning a self-guided visit.

Additional Resources
1. Secrets of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: A Self-Guided Tour
This book offers an in-depth exploration of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 in New Orleans, providing readers
with a detailed map and descriptions of notable tombs and mausoleums. It includes historical context
about the cemetery’s origins and its significance in New Orleans culture. Ideal for visitors who want to
explore the cemetery at their own pace.

2. Haunted Histories: Ghost Stories and Legends of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Delve into the eerie tales and supernatural legends associated with St. Louis Cemetery No. 1. This
guide combines history with ghost stories, making it a captivating read for those interested in
paranormal tourism. It also includes tips for a respectful and safe self-guided visit.

3. The Architecture and Art of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Explore the unique above-ground tombs and the artistry behind them in this focused guide. The book
highlights the architectural styles, symbolism, and craftsmanship found throughout the cemetery.
Perfect for art lovers and history buffs wanting to appreciate the cemetery’s visual splendor on their
own tour.

4. A Cultural Journey through St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
This book emphasizes the multicultural influences and traditions reflected in the cemetery. It
discusses the burial customs of various communities and the cemetery’s role in New Orleans’ diverse
heritage. Readers can use this guide to gain a deeper cultural understanding during their self-guided
exploration.

5. Famous Residents of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: A Self-Guided Tour
Learn about the notable individuals buried at St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, including historical figures and
local legends. The book provides biographical sketches and the stories behind their tombs. This guide
helps visitors connect with the past through the lives of those interred in the cemetery.

6. St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 for Photographers: A Visual Tour
Designed for photography enthusiasts, this guide highlights the best spots and times for capturing
stunning images within the cemetery. It offers tips on lighting, angles, and composition specific to the
cemetery’s environment. A great companion for those who want to create a visual record of their
visit.

7. Walking with History: A Self-Guided Tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
This comprehensive walking guide provides a step-by-step route through the cemetery’s key sites. It
includes historical anecdotes, architectural details, and practical information for visitors. A well-
rounded choice for anyone wanting a structured yet flexible self-guided experience.

8. The Flora and Fauna of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
Discover the unique plant life and wildlife that inhabit St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 in this nature-focused
guide. It explores how the cemetery’s ecosystem has adapted to its urban setting and the role of



greenery in the cemetery’s atmosphere. Ideal for nature lovers combining history with environmental
observation.

9. Legends and Lore of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1: A Self-Guided Exploration
Uncover the myths, legends, and folklore surrounding the cemetery, including tales of voodoo and
mysticism. This book blends storytelling with historical facts, offering a fascinating narrative for
readers intrigued by the supernatural. It’s a perfect companion for a self-guided tour filled with
mystery and intrigue.
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