
skid row monkey business lyrics
skid row monkey business lyrics have captured the attention of rock
enthusiasts and music historians alike. This iconic song by Skid Row,
featured on their 1991 album "Slave to the Grind," showcases the band's raw
energy and lyrical prowess. The lyrics delve into themes of rebellion, chaos,
and the darker side of human nature, making it a standout track in the heavy
metal genre. Understanding the meaning behind the skid row monkey business
lyrics offers insight into the band's creative process and the cultural
context of the early 1990s. This article will explore the full lyrics,
analyze their significance, and examine the impact of the song on Skid Row’s
career and the rock music scene. Additionally, fans can gain a deeper
appreciation of the song’s composition and lyrical nuances.
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Overview of Skid Row and "Monkey Business"
Skid Row is an American heavy metal band formed in the late 1980s, known for
their gritty sound and charismatic frontman, Sebastian Bach. Their second
studio album, "Slave to the Grind," released in 1991, marked a shift towards
a heavier, more aggressive style compared to their debut. "Monkey Business"
is one of the prominent tracks on this album, reflecting the band's evolving
musical direction. The song's powerful riffs and provocative lyrics exemplify
the band’s willingness to explore complex social themes and personal
struggles.

Background of the Band
Formed in New Jersey, Skid Row quickly rose to fame with hits like "18 and
Life" and "Youth Gone Wild." By the time "Monkey Business" was released, the
band had established a reputation for hard-hitting rock anthems and intense
live performances. Their lyrical content often tackles themes of defiance,
survival, and societal critique, which resonate strongly in "Monkey
Business."



Context of the Album "Slave to the Grind"
"Slave to the Grind" was a critical and commercial success, debuting at
number one on the Billboard 200 chart. The album is recognized for its
heavier sound and darker themes compared to the band's previous work. "Monkey
Business" fits within this context as an exploration of metaphorical and
literal chaos, representing the 'business' of life’s struggles and the wild,
unpredictable nature of human behavior.

Full Skid Row Monkey Business Lyrics
Below are the complete lyrics to "Monkey Business," providing a foundational
understanding for further analysis and interpretation.

Monkey business, monkey business

Monkey business, monkey business

Big monkey business, monkey business

Monkey business, monkey business

Monkey business, monkey business

Big monkey business, monkey business

Monkey business, monkey business

Monkey business, monkey business

Hey, hey, hey, hey

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business

Don’t get caught up in monkey business



Note: The lyrics emphasize repetition and serve as a hypnotic reminder of the
song’s central theme.

Analysis of Key Themes in the Lyrics
The skid row monkey business lyrics convey themes that are both metaphorical
and literal, reflecting societal observations and individual experiences.

The Concept of "Monkey Business"
The phrase "monkey business" traditionally refers to mischievous or deceitful
behavior. In the context of the song, it symbolizes the chaotic and sometimes
harmful actions that people engage in, whether personally or collectively.
The repeated warning "Don’t get caught up in monkey business" suggests an
admonition to avoid falling into destructive patterns or societal traps.

Rebellion and Social Commentary
The song encapsulates the rebellious spirit characteristic of early 1990s
heavy metal. It critiques the superficiality and corruption that can pervade
both personal relationships and larger social structures. The aggressive tone
mirrors frustration with these issues, inviting listeners to recognize and
resist such "monkey business."

Psychological and Emotional Undertones
Beyond social critique, the lyrics hint at internal struggles with
temptation, distraction, and chaos. The repetitive nature of the lyrics
mimics the cyclical pattern of these challenges, emphasizing the difficulty
of escaping negative influences.

Musical Composition and Style
Complementing the impactful lyrics, the music of "Monkey Business" is a
testament to Skid Row’s heavy metal roots and experimental edge during the
"Slave to the Grind" era.

Instrumentation and Arrangement
The song features aggressive guitar riffs, powerful drum patterns, and a
driving bass line that reinforce the lyrical themes of chaos and urgency.
Skid Row's use of dynamic shifts and tempo variations adds depth and
intensity, creating a compelling sonic landscape.



Vocal Delivery
Sebastian Bach’s vocal performance on "Monkey Business" is notable for its
raw energy and emotional expressiveness. His ability to convey both
aggression and vulnerability enhances the song’s message and engages
listeners on multiple levels.

Production Quality
Produced by Michael Wagener, the track benefits from a polished yet gritty
production style that preserves the band’s heavy metal authenticity while
ensuring clarity and power in the mix.

Impact and Legacy of the Song
"Monkey Business" holds a significant place in Skid Row’s discography and the
broader heavy metal genre, influencing both fans and fellow musicians.

Reception by Critics and Fans
Upon release, the song was praised for its intensity and lyrical depth,
contributing to the album’s overall acclaim. Fans appreciate "Monkey
Business" for its memorable hooks and the way it captures the spirit of the
band’s musical evolution.

Influence on Rock and Metal Music
The track exemplifies the early 1990s trend of heavier, more introspective
metal music. It has inspired subsequent artists to blend aggressive
instrumentation with socially conscious lyrics, reinforcing the genre’s
versatility.

Live Performances and Cultural Presence
Skid Row frequently includes "Monkey Business" in their live sets, where its
energetic delivery resonates strongly with audiences. The song remains a fan
favorite and an emblem of the band’s enduring legacy in rock history.

Summary of Key Points

Skid Row’s "Monkey Business" reflects themes of rebellion, chaos, and
societal critique.



The lyrics emphasize repetitive warnings against engaging in destructive
behaviors.

The song’s musical composition features powerful instrumentation and
dynamic vocal delivery.

"Monkey Business" has significantly impacted the heavy metal genre and
Skid Row’s career.

The track continues to resonate through live performances and fan
appreciation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the lyrics to 'Monkey Business' by Skid
Row?
The lyrics to 'Monkey Business' by Skid Row describe a wild and rebellious
lifestyle, emphasizing themes of living on the edge and embracing chaos. You
can find the full lyrics on official music lyric websites or the band's
official releases.

What is the meaning behind the song 'Monkey
Business' by Skid Row?
'Monkey Business' is about the reckless and rebellious behavior often
associated with youth, reflecting the band's hard rock and glam metal ethos.
It highlights themes of partying, defiance, and living without constraints.

Who wrote the lyrics for 'Monkey Business' by Skid
Row?
The lyrics for 'Monkey Business' were primarily written by Skid Row's lead
vocalist Sebastian Bach along with other band members including Dave Sabo and
Rachel Bolan.

Which album features the song 'Monkey Business' by
Skid Row?
'Monkey Business' is featured on Skid Row's album 'Slave to the Grind,'
released in 1991.



Are there any notable lines or quotes from 'Monkey
Business' lyrics?
A notable line from 'Monkey Business' is 'I don't give a damn about the
things you say,' which encapsulates the song's rebellious attitude.

Where can I find official and accurate lyrics for
'Monkey Business' by Skid Row?
Official and accurate lyrics for 'Monkey Business' can be found on Skid Row's
official website, licensed lyric websites like Genius or AZLyrics, and in the
album's liner notes.

Has Skid Row performed 'Monkey Business' live
frequently?
Yes, 'Monkey Business' is one of Skid Row's popular tracks and has been
performed live frequently during their concerts and tours.

What genre does 'Monkey Business' by Skid Row belong
to based on its lyrics and style?
Based on its lyrics and style, 'Monkey Business' belongs to the glam metal
and hard rock genres, characterized by energetic riffs and rebellious themes.

Additional Resources
1. Behind the Lyrics: The Story of Skid Row's 'Monkey Business'
This book delves into the creation and meaning behind Skid Row's hit song
"Monkey Business." It explores the band's inspiration, songwriting process,
and the cultural context of the early '90s glam metal scene. Fans will gain
an insider's perspective on how the song reflects the band's rebellious
spirit and raw energy.

2. Glam Metal and the Rise of Skid Row
A comprehensive look at the glam metal era, focusing on Skid Row's pivotal
role in the genre's popularity. The book discusses the impact of tracks like
"Monkey Business" on the music industry and fan culture. It also highlights
the band's stylistic evolution and their influence on subsequent rock acts.

3. Lyrics Unlocked: Decoding Skid Row's 'Monkey Business'
This analytical book breaks down the lyrics of "Monkey Business" line by
line, revealing hidden meanings and themes. It situates the song within Skid
Row's broader discography and the societal issues of the time. Readers
interested in lyricism and music interpretation will find this an insightful
read.



4. Skid Row: The Untold Stories
Featuring interviews and anecdotes from band members and close associates,
this book uncovers lesser-known stories behind Skid Row's music and
lifestyle. "Monkey Business" serves as a focal point to discuss the band's
wild tours, personal struggles, and the music scene's highs and lows.

5. Rock Anthems: The Making of 'Monkey Business' and Other Classics
This volume showcases the making of iconic rock anthems, with a special
chapter dedicated to "Monkey Business." It covers recording sessions,
production techniques, and the creative dynamics within Skid Row. The book
appeals to musicians and fans eager to understand the craftsmanship behind
rock hits.

6. Skid Row's Influence on 90s Rock Culture
Examining how Skid Row, through songs like "Monkey Business," shaped the
attitudes and aesthetics of 1990s rock culture, this book offers cultural and
musical analysis. It traces the band's legacy in music videos, fashion, and
youth rebellion. The book also reflects on how their work continues to
resonate today.

7. The Evolution of Hard Rock Lyrics: From Skid Row to Modern Bands
This book explores the lyrical trends in hard rock music, using "Monkey
Business" as a key example of early '90s themes. It compares Skid Row’s style
with contemporary bands, highlighting changes in subject matter and
expression. Readers interested in music history and lyrical evolution will
find valuable insights here.

8. Stage Life: Touring with Skid Row During the 'Monkey Business' Era
An insider's memoir recounting life on the road with Skid Row during the
height of their success. The book shares vivid stories of concerts, backstage
drama, and the energy surrounding performances of "Monkey Business." It
provides a raw, personal look at the rock and roll lifestyle.

9. The Soundtrack of Rebellion: Skid Row and the Spirit of 'Monkey Business'
This book explores how "Monkey Business" embodies the rebellious spirit of
youth and rock music. It situates the song within broader narratives of
social defiance and personal freedom. Through interviews, cultural analysis,
and fan testimonials, the book celebrates Skid Row's enduring impact.
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