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supplemental aids staar 2023 represent a critical component in ensuring equitable access to the
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) for all students. These aids are designed
to support students with disabilities or other learning needs by providing accommodations that help
them demonstrate their knowledge without altering the assessment’s content or rigor. In 2023, the
use of supplemental aids on the STAAR tests continues to reflect the state’s commitment to inclusive
education and fair assessment practices. This article explores the types of supplemental aids
available, the eligibility criteria, implementation guidelines, and best practices for educators and
administrators. Understanding these elements is essential for maximizing student success and
compliance with Texas Education Agency (TEA) regulations. The following sections will provide a
comprehensive overview of supplemental aids for STAAR 2023, detailing how they support diverse
learners and contribute to accurate measurement of academic achievement.
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Understanding Supplemental Aids for STAAR 2023
Supplemental aids for STAAR 2023 refer to tools and supports provided to students during the
assessment to assist them in accessing test content without compromising the validity of the test
results. These aids ensure that students with disabilities or language barriers have a fair opportunity
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) specifies the criteria
and permissible aids to maintain standardized testing conditions while accommodating individual
needs. Supplemental aids do not modify the test questions or answers but rather facilitate
comprehension, response, or test navigation.

Purpose and Importance of Supplemental Aids
The primary purpose of supplemental aids is to level the playing field for students who require
additional support due to disabilities or other learning challenges. These aids help mitigate barriers
related to reading, writing, communication, or processing difficulties. By providing appropriate
supports, educators help students exhibit their true academic abilities, ensuring that test scores
accurately reflect their knowledge. Supplemental aids are a part of the broader framework of
accommodations and modifications used in Texas public schools to promote educational equity.



Regulatory Framework and Guidelines
The use of supplemental aids on STAAR tests is governed by TEA policies, which align with federal
laws such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act. These regulations mandate that accommodations be provided based on individual
student needs as documented in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or a Section 504 Plan. TEA
provides detailed guidelines on the types of aids allowed, the conditions under which they may be
used, and the documentation required to ensure compliance during STAAR administrations.

Types of Supplemental Aids Allowed on STAAR
STAAR 2023 allows a variety of supplemental aids tailored to meet the diverse needs of students.
These aids fall into several categories, each designed to support different aspects of the testing
process. It is essential for educators and testing coordinators to understand these categories in order
to select appropriate aids for individual students while adhering to state guidelines.

Common Categories of Supplemental Aids

Visual Aids: Graphic organizers, charts, number lines, and multiplication tables that help
students organize information and solve problems.

Manipulatives: Physical objects such as counters, base-ten blocks, or geometric shapes used
to assist with understanding mathematical concepts.

Reading Supports: Highlighting tools, reading guides, or translated word lists that help
students track text or understand vocabulary.

Writing Supports: Sentence starters, word banks, spelling aids, and graphic organizers that
assist students in constructing written responses.

Communication Aids: Picture symbols, communication boards, or speech-to-text devices to
support expressive language needs.

Restrictions on Supplemental Aids
While supplemental aids are intended to support student performance, certain restrictions apply to
maintain test integrity. For example, aids that provide answers, simplify test questions, or alter the
difficulty level are prohibited. Additionally, aids must be individualized and documented; generic or
non-approved supports are not allowed during testing. Educators must ensure that supplemental aids
do not provide an unfair advantage or compromise the standardized nature of the STAAR
assessments.



Eligibility and Documentation Requirements
Not all students qualify for supplemental aids on the STAAR 2023 tests. Eligibility is determined based
on individual educational needs as identified through formal evaluation processes. Proper
documentation and adherence to procedural requirements are critical to ensure that supplemental
aids are used appropriately and legally.

Criteria for Eligibility
Students with disabilities who have an IEP or a Section 504 Plan may be eligible for supplemental
aids. Eligibility is contingent upon the student’s demonstrated need for such supports to access the
curriculum and assessments. The decision to provide supplemental aids must be made by the
student’s educational team, including special education professionals, general education teachers,
and parents or guardians.

Required Documentation
All supplemental aids used during STAAR testing must be documented in the student’s IEP or Section
504 Plan. The documentation should specify the type of aid, the rationale for its use, and how it will
be implemented during testing. This documentation is essential for accountability and to support
requests for accommodations during test administration. Additionally, school districts must maintain
records of aids provided to ensure compliance with TEA policies and auditing requirements.

Implementing Supplemental Aids During Testing
The successful use of supplemental aids during STAAR 2023 testing requires careful planning and
coordination among educators, testing coordinators, and support staff. Proper implementation
ensures that students receive the intended support while preserving test security and
standardization.

Training and Preparation
Educators and testing personnel must be trained on the appropriate use of supplemental aids,
including how to administer them without influencing test responses. Training should cover the
selection of allowable aids, proper documentation, and protocols for maintaining test security.
Preparation may also involve rehearsing test procedures with students to familiarize them with the
aids they will use during the assessment.

Testing Day Procedures
On the day of testing, supplemental aids must be readily available and organized according to
students’ documented needs. Test administrators should verify that the correct aids are provided and
monitor their use to ensure adherence to TEA guidelines. Any irregularities or issues encountered
during testing should be documented and reported according to district procedures.



Best Practices for Educators and Administrators
Effective use of supplemental aids on STAAR 2023 tests depends on adherence to best practices that
promote fairness, accuracy, and compliance. Educators and administrators play a crucial role in
facilitating these supports.

Collaboration and Communication
Collaboration among general education teachers, special education staff, assessment coordinators,
and families is essential for identifying appropriate supplemental aids. Clear communication ensures
that all parties understand the student’s needs and the procedures for providing aids during the
STAAR assessments.

Continuous Monitoring and Evaluation
After testing, it is important to evaluate the effectiveness of supplemental aids to determine if they
met the student’s needs without compromising test validity. This evaluation can inform future
decisions regarding accommodations and instructional supports. Monitoring also helps in refining
documentation and implementation practices for subsequent testing cycles.

Summary of Best Practices

Ensure supplemental aids are individualized and documented in IEP or 504 plans.

Train staff thoroughly on the use and limitations of supplemental aids.

Maintain test security and standardization during administration.

Engage families in the accommodation planning process.

Review and assess the effectiveness of aids post-testing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are supplemental aids for STAAR 2023?
Supplemental aids for STAAR 2023 are tools and resources provided to eligible students to support
their access to the Texas STAAR assessments, ensuring they can demonstrate their knowledge
without altering the test's content or construct.



Who is eligible to use supplemental aids on the STAAR 2023
test?
Students with disabilities who have an IEP or 504 plan that documents the need for specific
supplemental aids are eligible to use these supports during the STAAR 2023 assessments.

What types of supplemental aids are allowed on STAAR 2023?
Allowed supplemental aids include graphic organizers, multiplication charts, number lines, formula
sheets, and other tools specified in the student's IEP or 504 plan that do not provide direct answers
but assist in organizing information.

How do teachers determine which supplemental aids a
student can use on STAAR 2023?
Teachers collaborate with special education staff and review the student's IEP or 504 plan to identify
appropriate supplemental aids that align with the student's instructional needs and are permitted
during STAAR testing.

Can supplemental aids change the difficulty level of STAAR
2023 assessments?
No, supplemental aids are designed to support access to the assessment content without changing
the test's difficulty or the knowledge being measured.

Where can educators find official guidelines on supplemental
aids for STAAR 2023?
Educators can find official guidelines on supplemental aids for STAAR 2023 on the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) website, which provides detailed information on allowable aids and accommodations.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering STAAR Supplemental Aids 2023: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth overview of the supplemental aids allowed on the 2023 STAAR
assessments. It provides educators and students with practical strategies to effectively utilize tools
such as graphic organizers, formula charts, and reference sheets. The guide also includes sample aids
and tips for tailoring them to individual student needs to maximize test performance.

2. STAAR Success with Supplemental Aids: Strategies for 2023 Exams
Designed for both teachers and students, this resource focuses on how to integrate supplemental aids
into daily instruction and test preparation. It highlights specific accommodations and modifications
permitted on the 2023 STAAR tests and offers best practices for ensuring compliance while supporting
student learning. Real-world examples and case studies make the strategies easy to implement.

3. Supplemental Aids and Accommodations for STAAR 2023: A Practical Handbook
This handbook provides a detailed explanation of the types of supplemental aids allowed on STAAR



assessments in 2023, emphasizing their role in supporting diverse learners. It includes checklists for
educators to ensure proper use and guidelines for creating effective, student-friendly aids. The book
also addresses common challenges and solutions related to supplemental aid implementation.

4. Preparing Students for STAAR 2023: Utilizing Supplemental Aids Effectively
Focusing on student preparation, this book outlines methods to familiarize learners with supplemental
aids before test day. It offers activities and practice exercises that incorporate approved aids, helping
students build confidence and independence. The text also discusses how to adapt supplemental aids
for different grade levels and subject areas.

5. STAAR 2023: Supplemental Aids for Math and Science Success
Targeting math and science subjects, this guide details supplemental aids specific to these content
areas on the 2023 STAAR tests. It includes formula charts, periodic tables, and graphic organizers
tailored to support problem-solving and concept retention. The book also suggests instructional
approaches for reinforcing content alongside these aids.

6. Language Arts and Reading STAAR 2023: Supplemental Aids and Tools
This resource focuses on supplemental aids designed to support students in language arts and
reading sections of the STAAR 2023 assessments. It covers tools such as word banks, sentence
starters, and graphic organizers that help with comprehension and writing skills. The book provides
strategies for integrating these aids into classroom instruction and test preparation.

7. Creating Custom Supplemental Aids for STAAR 2023: A Teacher’s Toolkit
This practical toolkit empowers educators to design and customize supplemental aids that meet their
students’ unique needs while adhering to STAAR guidelines. It includes templates, design tips, and
examples of effective aids used in past assessments. The book emphasizes collaboration among
teachers, specialists, and students to create meaningful supports.

8. Understanding STAAR 2023 Supplemental Aids: Policy and Implementation
Providing a thorough examination of the policies governing supplemental aids on the STAAR 2023
tests, this book is ideal for administrators and educators. It clarifies eligibility criteria, documentation
requirements, and compliance issues. Additionally, it offers recommendations for training staff and
communicating with parents about supplemental aid use.

9. Supplemental Aids for STAAR 2023: Supporting Students with Special Needs
This book addresses the use of supplemental aids specifically for students with disabilities and special
education needs on the STAAR 2023 assessments. It discusses how to select appropriate aids that
align with IEP goals and testing regulations. The text also includes strategies for monitoring
effectiveness and adjusting supports to enhance student success.
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