
terrible writing advice controversy

terrible writing advice controversy has become a significant topic within the
literary and content creation communities. This debate centers around various
pieces of widely circulated but fundamentally flawed writing tips that can
mislead aspiring authors and content creators. The controversy not only
challenges the credibility of certain popular advice but also encourages a
deeper examination of effective writing techniques. With the rise of online
writing courses, blogs, and social media platforms, the dissemination of
writing advice has dramatically increased, but not all of it stands up to
professional scrutiny. This article explores the origins of the terrible
writing advice controversy, highlights common examples, and discusses the
impact such advice can have on writers’ development. Additionally, it offers
guidance on how to discern quality writing recommendations from misleading or
harmful ones. Below is a detailed overview of the main aspects covered in
this discussion.

Origins of the Terrible Writing Advice Controversy

Common Examples of Terrible Writing Advice

Impact on Writers and Writing Communities

How to Identify Reliable Writing Advice

Strategies to Overcome Misleading Writing Tips

Origins of the Terrible Writing Advice
Controversy
The terrible writing advice controversy emerged as a response to the
widespread circulation of simplistic or incorrect writing tips that often
prioritize formulaic approaches over creativity and authenticity. Many of
these pieces of advice originated from well-intentioned but inexperienced
sources or from outdated methodologies that no longer suit modern writing
practices. The internet's democratization of publishing has amplified the
reach of these tips, sometimes leading to confusion among novice writers.

Historical Context and Early Criticism
Historically, writing advice was disseminated through textbooks, workshops,
and mentorship. While some classic advice remains valuable, critics argue
that some traditional rules have been misunderstood or rigidly applied,



resulting in ineffective writing practices. Early criticism of bad writing
advice often came from literary professionals who observed that strict
adherence to certain rules stifled originality.

Role of Digital Platforms in Spreading Poor Advice
Digital platforms such as blogs, social media, and self-publishing sites have
played a crucial role in spreading both good and terrible writing advice. The
accessibility of these platforms lowers the barrier for anyone to share their
opinions on writing, regardless of expertise. This proliferation has created
an environment where misleading or overly simplistic advice can gain traction
quickly, fueling the controversy.

Common Examples of Terrible Writing Advice
Several widely circulated pieces of writing advice have been identified as
problematic due to their potential to hinder rather than help writers. These
examples often reflect misunderstandings about writing mechanics,
storytelling, or audience engagement. Recognizing these common pitfalls is
essential for writers seeking to improve their craft.

"Show, Don't Tell" Taken to an Extreme
The adage "show, don't tell" is frequently cited as a fundamental writing
rule. However, when taken to an extreme, it can lead to overly elaborate
descriptions that confuse readers or slow pacing unnecessarily. Effective
writing balances showing and telling to maintain clarity and engagement.

"Write Every Day Without Exception"
While consistency in writing is valuable, the advice to write every single
day without fail can create unnecessary pressure and burnout. Writers have
different rhythms, and forcing daily writing can reduce creativity and
enjoyment, ultimately harming the writing process.

"Avoid Adverbs at All Costs"
Some advice rigidly discourages the use of adverbs, labeling them as signs of
weak writing. This oversimplification neglects the fact that adverbs, when
used judiciously, can enhance tone and precision. Blanket avoidance of
adverbs can limit expressiveness.



List of Other Problematic Writing Tips

Always use active voice exclusively

Never start sentences with conjunctions like "And" or "But"

Plot should always drive character development, never the other way
around

Dialogue must always be realistic to everyday speech

Editing should be deferred until the entire first draft is complete

Impact on Writers and Writing Communities
The terrible writing advice controversy significantly affects both individual
writers and broader writing communities. Misleading advice can cause
frustration, diminish confidence, and result in subpar writing outcomes. On
the other hand, the controversy has sparked important conversations about
quality and authenticity in writing guidance.

Effects on Emerging Writers
New writers who encounter poor advice may develop habits that are difficult
to break, leading to stagnation or discouragement. They might also waste time
focusing on irrelevant aspects of writing instead of honing essential skills.
This impact underscores the need for accessible, accurate, and nuanced
writing education.

Community Discussions and Critiques
Writing forums, critique groups, and professional organizations have
increasingly addressed the terrible writing advice controversy by sharing
evidence-based recommendations and encouraging critical evaluation of popular
tips. These discussions promote a culture of informed learning and continuous
improvement.

How to Identify Reliable Writing Advice
Distinguishing trustworthy writing advice from harmful or ineffective tips is
crucial for writers at all levels. Several criteria can guide this evaluation
process, helping writers make informed decisions about which guidance to
follow.



Credentials and Experience of the Advisor
Reliable advice typically comes from individuals with proven expertise, such
as published authors, editors, or writing instructors. Their experience lends
credibility and practical insight that is often lacking in unverified
sources.

Contextual and Nuanced Recommendations
Good writing advice acknowledges exceptions and provides context rather than
absolute rules. It encourages experimentation and adaptation based on genre,
audience, and personal style, which contrasts with rigid or dogmatic tips.

Evidence-Based and Peer-Reviewed Sources
Where possible, writers should seek advice supported by studies, professional
consensus, or editorial standards. Peer-reviewed writing guides and industry-
recognized manuals often offer more reliable frameworks than anecdotal or
viral tips.

Strategies to Overcome Misleading Writing Tips
Writers seeking to improve their craft despite the prevalence of terrible
writing advice controversy can adopt various strategies to navigate this
challenging landscape effectively.

Engage in Active Learning and Practice
Active learning involves experimenting with different writing techniques,
seeking feedback, and reflecting on outcomes. This approach allows writers to
identify what works best for their unique voice and goals, regardless of
generalized advice.

Participate in Critique Groups and Workshops
Joining communities of writers provides opportunities to receive diverse
perspectives and constructive critiques. These interactions help writers
refine their skills and discern effective advice through collective
experience.

Consult Multiple Sources
Cross-referencing writing advice from various reputable sources prevents



overreliance on any single, potentially flawed tip. This practice broadens
understanding and fosters a more balanced approach to writing development.

Maintain Flexibility and Open-mindedness
Being open to revising one's approach based on new information or changing
circumstances is vital. Flexibility enables writers to evolve and avoid
getting stuck in unproductive habits encouraged by poor advice.

Assess the credibility of writing mentors and resources1.

Balance showing and telling techniques thoughtfully2.

Customize writing routines to personal productivity patterns3.

Use language elements like adverbs strategically4.

Engage actively with writing communities for support5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'terrible writing advice controversy'
about?
The 'terrible writing advice controversy' refers to a debate within the
writing community about the validity and impact of certain widely circulated
but questionable writing tips that may hinder rather than help writers
improve their craft.

Why has some writing advice been labeled as
'terrible'?
Some writing advice is labeled 'terrible' because it oversimplifies complex
writing techniques, promotes clichés, or discourages creativity, leading
writers to produce lower-quality work or feel constrained.

Who are the main critics involved in the terrible
writing advice controversy?
The main critics are often experienced authors, writing instructors, and
literary critics who challenge popular but flawed advice shared on social
media, blogs, and writing forums.



Can following 'terrible writing advice' negatively
affect a writer's career?
Yes, adhering strictly to poor advice can stunt a writer's development,
result in uninspired writing, and potentially harm their chances of
publication or audience engagement.

What are some examples of advice considered
'terrible' in this controversy?
Examples include advice like 'never use adverbs,' 'always write every day,'
or 'show, don't tell' taken too literally or without context, which can be
misleading or restrictive.

How can writers discern good advice from terrible
advice?
Writers can evaluate advice by considering the source's credibility,
understanding the context, seeking multiple perspectives, and testing tips to
see what genuinely improves their writing style and voice.

Has the controversy led to any changes in how
writing advice is given?
Yes, the controversy has encouraged more nuanced, flexible advice that
acknowledges different writing styles and the importance of personal
creativity rather than rigid rules.

Where can writers find reliable writing advice amid
this controversy?
Writers can find reliable advice from established authors' books, reputable
writing workshops, accredited courses, and well-regarded writing
organizations that emphasize balanced and practical guidance.

Additional Resources
1. “The Worst Write: How Bad Advice Ruined a Generation of Writers”
This book explores the history of widely circulated but harmful writing
advice that misled countless aspiring authors. It analyzes specific examples
of advice that prioritized style over substance or encouraged formulaic
storytelling. The author interviews writers who struggled under these
misguided rules and provides insight into how creative writing communities
can recover.

2. “Write Like Nobody’s Watching: Debunking the Terrible Tips That Took Over



the Internet”
Focused on the rise of online writing advice, this book reveals how viral
tips often lack depth and nuance, leading to widespread confusion. It
critiques popular but flawed guidance such as “show, don’t tell” taken to
extremes. The book also offers healthier approaches to developing authentic
writing voices.

3. “Dead Words: The Controversy of Clichés and Forbidden Phrases in Writing
Advice”
This title delves into the debate surrounding overused writing rules that
label certain words or phrases as “dead” or “bad.” The author examines the
impact of such prescriptive advice on creativity and language evolution.
Through examples and expert opinions, it challenges the idea that any word
should be off-limits.

4. “The Formula Fallacy: Why ‘Plot Structure’ Advice Often Stifles
Creativity”
Highlighting the backlash against rigid plot formulas like the three-act
structure or the hero’s journey, this book discusses how these models can
constrain storytelling. It presents case studies of authors who broke free
from formulaic writing to find unique voices. The book encourages writers to
understand structure as a tool, not a trap.

5. “Grammar Police Gone Rogue: The Debate Over Strict Rules in Creative
Writing”
This book investigates the controversy surrounding strict grammar enforcement
in creative writing circles. It discusses how rigid adherence to rules can
hinder narrative flow and character voice. The author advocates for a balance
between grammatical accuracy and artistic expression.

6. “Kill Your Darlings, or Not? The Polarizing Advice That Divides Writers”
Examining the famous advice to “kill your darlings,” this book uncovers how
this phrase has been interpreted in conflicting ways. Some see it as
essential for editing, while others feel it suppresses originality. The book
explores personal stories from writers on both sides of the debate.

7. “Write Drunk, Edit Sober? Myths and Realities of Famous Writing Mantras”
This title explores the origins and controversies behind popular writing
mantras attributed to famous authors. It unpacks the truth behind phrases
like “write drunk, edit sober,” assessing their practical value and potential
misinterpretations. The book encourages critical thinking about adopting such
advice.

8. “The Bestseller Blueprint: Dangerous Writing Advice from Industry
Insiders”
This book uncovers controversial advice from publishing professionals that
prioritize marketability over artistic merit. It critiques tips that
encourage formulaic plots, stereotypical characters, and trend-chasing. The
author argues for a more balanced approach that respects both commerce and
creativity.



9. “Feedback Fiasco: Navigating the Minefield of Critique and Bad Writing
Advice”
Focusing on the challenges of receiving and giving feedback, this book
exposes how well-meaning critique can sometimes perpetuate bad writing
habits. It provides strategies for discerning helpful advice from harmful
suggestions. The author also discusses the psychological impact of
conflicting feedback on writers.
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