
the articles of confederation answer key

the articles of confederation answer key provides an essential overview and detailed explanations related to
the first governing document of the United States. This article serves as a comprehensive resource for
understanding the Articles of Confederation, highlighting their structure, strengths, weaknesses, and the
historical context in which they were created. For students, educators, and history enthusiasts alike, the
articles of confederation answer key clarifies key concepts and answers common questions about this
foundational document. It discusses the reasons the Articles were drafted, their impact on early American
governance, and why they were eventually replaced by the U.S. Constitution. Additionally, this article
explores important terms and provisions within the Articles to enhance comprehension. The following
sections provide a structured approach to mastering the articles of confederation answer key through clear
headings and detailed content.
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Weaknesses and Challenges

Transition to the U.S. Constitution

Frequently Asked Questions about the Articles

Overview of the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation were the first constitution of the United States, adopted by the Continental
Congress in 1777 and ratified in 1781. They established a national government that united the thirteen
original states during and after the American Revolution. The primary purpose was to create a framework
for cooperation among the states while preserving their sovereignty and independence. Under the
Articles, the national government had limited powers, reflecting the colonies’ fear of centralized authority
based on their experiences with British rule. The document served as a stepping stone in American
political development, laying the groundwork for later constitutional reforms.



Historical Context and Creation
The Articles were drafted during the Revolutionary War to coordinate the war effort and manage
relationships among states. The Continental Congress appointed a committee to draft the Articles in 1776,
and the final version was adopted in 1777. However, ratification by all states took several years due to
disputes over western land claims. The Articles reflected the political philosophy of the time, emphasizing
state sovereignty and a weak central government. This approach was intended to prevent tyranny but
ultimately led to significant governance challenges.

Purpose and Goals
The main goals of the Articles of Confederation included uniting the states for mutual defense, conducting
diplomacy, managing western lands, and coordinating economic policies without infringing on state
powers. The Articles aimed to balance the need for a unified national government with strong state
autonomy. This balance shaped the structure and functions of the government under the Articles, which
was essentially a confederation of sovereign states rather than a strong federal system.

Key Provisions and Structure
The articles of confederation answer key includes an understanding of its fundamental provisions and
governmental structure. The Articles established a unicameral legislature called the Congress of the
Confederation, which held most governmental authority. There was no separate executive or judicial
branch under the Articles, which limited the effectiveness of the government. Each state had one vote
regardless of size or population, and major decisions required the approval of a supermajority or unanimous
consent.

Legislative Powers
The Congress under the Articles had powers to declare war, make peace, conduct foreign affairs, and
manage relations with Native American tribes. It could also regulate weights and measures and establish
postal services. However, it lacked the power to levy taxes or regulate interstate commerce directly, which
severely constrained its ability to raise revenue or create cohesive economic policies.

State Sovereignty and Voting
Each state retained its sovereignty, freedom, and independence under the Articles. States had the authority
to govern themselves internally and were responsible for enforcing national laws. Voting in Congress was
equal across states, with each state casting one vote regardless of population or size. This arrangement aimed
to protect smaller states but sometimes led to unequal representation concerns.



Limitations on Central Authority
The Articles explicitly limited the powers of the central government to prevent tyranny. For example,
Congress could request funds from states but could not compel payment. There was no national executive
to enforce laws or judiciary to interpret them nationally. These limitations contributed to the inefficiency
and weaknesses of the national government during this period.

Strengths of the Articles of Confederation
Despite its weaknesses, the articles of confederation answer key highlights several important strengths of
this early governing document. It successfully united the states during a critical time and provided a
working framework for cooperation. The Articles allowed the United States to win the Revolutionary War
by coordinating military efforts and diplomacy. Additionally, it managed western land claims and laid the
foundation for orderly expansion through policies like the Northwest Ordinance.

Successful Coordination During the Revolution
The Articles enabled the Continental Congress to coordinate the war effort effectively by authorizing the
raising of armies and negotiating with foreign allies such as France. This cooperation was vital to achieving
independence from Britain. The Articles also facilitated the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which
officially ended the war and recognized American independence.

Northwest Ordinance and Land Management
One of the most significant achievements under the Articles was the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which
established a process for admitting new states from western territories. This ordinance promoted orderly
settlement, prohibited slavery in the Northwest Territory, and guaranteed civil liberties. It set a precedent
for future territorial expansion and governance.

Preservation of State Sovereignty
The Articles maintained the independence and sovereignty of the states, reflecting the political realities
and fears of centralized power at the time. This arrangement allowed states to retain control over their own
affairs while cooperating on matters of common interest.



Weaknesses and Challenges
The articles of confederation answer key also addresses the significant weaknesses that led to the eventual
replacement of the Articles by the U.S. Constitution. These limitations hindered effective governance,
caused economic difficulties, and created political instability. The inability to levy taxes, regulate commerce,
or enforce laws weakened the national government and prevented it from addressing critical issues.

Financial Problems
Without the power to tax, the federal government under the Articles relied on voluntary contributions
from states, which were often insufficient or delayed. This lack of reliable funding made it difficult to pay
debts from the Revolutionary War, maintain a standing army, or support government functions. Economic
turmoil and interstate trade disputes further exacerbated these problems.

Lack of Central Leadership
The absence of an executive branch meant there was no single leader or body responsible for enforcing
laws or managing day-to-day operations of the government. This lack of leadership contributed to
inefficiency and disorganization. Furthermore, the absence of a national judiciary prevented the resolution
of disputes between states or interpretation of national laws.

Interstate Conflicts and Commerce Issues
States often acted independently, imposing tariffs on each other’s goods and competing economically. The
Articles did not grant Congress the power to regulate interstate commerce, which led to economic
fragmentation and hindered the development of a unified national market. These conflicts undermined
national unity and economic growth.

Requirement for Unanimous Consent
Amendments to the Articles required the unanimous approval of all thirteen states, making it nearly
impossible to correct structural flaws. This rigidity prevented timely reforms and contributed to growing
dissatisfaction with the system.

Transition to the U.S. Constitution
The articles of confederation answer key concludes with the explanation of how the weaknesses of the
Articles led to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and the drafting of the U.S. Constitution. Recognizing



the need for a stronger federal government, delegates met in Philadelphia to create a new framework that
balanced state and national interests more effectively.

Shays’ Rebellion and Calls for Reform
Events such as Shays’ Rebellion, an armed uprising by farmers in Massachusetts protesting economic
injustices, highlighted the inability of the national government to maintain order under the Articles. This
rebellion emphasized the need for a stronger central authority capable of providing security and stability.

Constitutional Convention and New Framework
The Constitutional Convention convened in 1787 with the goal of revising the Articles but ultimately
drafted an entirely new constitution. The resulting U.S. Constitution created a stronger federal government
with separate executive, legislative, and judicial branches, powers to tax and regulate commerce, and a
system of checks and balances. This new constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in 1789.

Legacy of the Articles of Confederation
While the Articles were eventually superseded, they remain a critical step in American political
development. The experience gained under the Articles influenced the framing of the Constitution and the
understanding of federalism. The articles of confederation answer key underscores their role in shaping the
nation’s early government and the lessons learned about balancing power.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Articles
This section provides concise answers to common questions related to the articles of confederation answer
key, clarifying important points for learners and researchers.

What year were the Articles of Confederation ratified? The Articles were ratified in 1781 after all
thirteen states approved them.

Did the Articles create a strong federal government? No, they intentionally created a weak central
government with limited powers.

Why were the Articles replaced? They were replaced because the government was ineffective in
addressing financial issues, interstate conflicts, and lacked enforcement powers.

What was one major achievement under the Articles? The Northwest Ordinance, which organized



western territory and set a precedent for future statehood.

How many votes did each state have in Congress? Each state had one vote regardless of its population
or size.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation?
The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a national government for the United
States during the Revolutionary War and to coordinate the efforts of the thirteen states.

Why is the Articles of Confederation considered a weak government
framework?
The Articles of Confederation created a weak central government because it lacked the power to tax,
regulate commerce, and enforce laws, which made it difficult to address national issues effectively.

How did the Articles of Confederation handle legislative representation
among the states?
Under the Articles of Confederation, each state had one vote in Congress regardless of its population size,
ensuring equal representation for all states.

What powers were granted to the national government under the
Articles of Confederation?
The national government could conduct foreign affairs, declare war, make peace, and manage relations
with Native American tribes, but it could not impose taxes or regulate trade.

What were some major weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation that
led to its replacement?
Major weaknesses included the lack of a strong executive branch, no national judiciary, inability to levy
taxes, and difficulty in passing laws due to the requirement of a supermajority.



How did the Articles of Confederation affect the ability of the United
States to handle economic issues?
The Articles of Confederation hindered the U.S. economy because the national government lacked the
authority to regulate interstate commerce or levy taxes, leading to financial instability.

What document replaced the Articles of Confederation and why?
The U.S. Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in 1789 because it created a stronger federal
government with the power to tax, regulate commerce, and enforce laws, addressing the weaknesses of
the Articles.

Additional Resources
1. The Articles of Confederation: America’s First Constitution
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation, examining its creation,
structure, and the challenges it faced. It explains how the Articles served as the United States’ first
governing document after independence. Readers gain insight into why the Articles ultimately led to the
drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

2. From Confederation to Constitution: The Road to American Union
Exploring the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S. Constitution, this book highlights the
political, economic, and social factors that necessitated change. It discusses key events and debates of the
Constitutional Convention and the limitations of the original confederation system.

3. Understanding Early American Government: The Articles of Confederation Explained
Aimed at students and history enthusiasts, this book breaks down the Articles of Confederation in clear,
accessible language. It includes analysis of the powers granted to Congress, state sovereignty, and the
weaknesses that hindered effective governance under the Articles.

4. The Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation: Causes and Consequences
This work focuses specifically on the structural problems and shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation.
It examines issues such as the lack of federal taxation power and difficulties in interstate commerce,
illustrating how these weaknesses impacted the young nation’s stability.

5. Articles of Confederation: The Struggle for Unity
Detailing the efforts of the thirteen states to govern collectively, this book presents a narrative of
cooperation and conflict under the Articles of Confederation. It provides case studies of significant debates
and compromises that defined this early period of American government.

6. The Confederation Era: Politics and Governance in Revolutionary America
This book places the Articles of Confederation within the broader context of Revolutionary America,



exploring how the new nation attempted to govern during wartime and the post-war period. It highlights
the challenges of balancing state and national interests.

7. Drafting the Articles of Confederation: Voices from the Founding Fathers
Using letters, diaries, and speeches, this book offers a firsthand perspective on the creation of the Articles of
Confederation. Readers gain insight into the intentions, hopes, and concerns of the founding fathers who
crafted America’s first constitution.

8. The Articles of Confederation and the Birth of American Federalism
This title explores how the Articles of Confederation laid the groundwork for the development of
federalism in the United States. It discusses the division of powers between states and the national
government and how these ideas evolved into the current constitutional framework.

9. Revisiting the Articles: Lessons from America’s First Government
Reflecting on the legacy of the Articles of Confederation, this book assesses what modern policymakers and
citizens can learn from the first attempt at American self-governance. It connects historical lessons to
contemporary debates about federalism and national unity.
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