the articles of confederation
worksheet answers

the articles of confederation worksheet answers provide essential insights
into one of the most critical documents in American history. Understanding
the Articles of Confederation is fundamental for students and history
enthusiasts alike, as it represents the first governing framework for the
United States after independence. This article delves into comprehensive
explanations of the worksheet answers related to the Articles, clarifying key
concepts such as the structure of government under the Articles, its
strengths and weaknesses, and its historical significance. By exploring these
aspects, readers will gain a clear perspective on why the Articles were
eventually replaced by the U.S. Constitution. This detailed guide also offers
practical tips for addressing common questions found in educational
worksheets, ensuring a deeper grasp of the topic. Below is a structured
outline of the content covered in this article.

e Overview of the Articles of Confederation
e Key Components of the Articles

e Strengths and Weaknesses

e Significant Events Under the Articles

e Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

e Transition to the U.S. Constitution

Overview of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the United States’ first
constitution, ratified in 1781 during the Revolutionary War. This document
established a confederation of sovereign states united under a weak central
government. The primary aim was to coordinate the war effort and manage
relations between states while preserving state independence. The Articles
set the foundation for American federalism but intentionally limited the
powers of the national government to avoid tyranny. Understanding this
overview is crucial when working through the articles of confederation
worksheet answers.



Historical Context and Purpose

The Articles were drafted in 1777 by the Continental Congress and took
several years to be ratified by all thirteen states. Their purpose was to
create a unified government that could direct the war effort against Britain
and manage diplomatic affairs. However, the states retained most governing
powers, reflecting the colonists’ fear of centralized authority. This balance
shaped early American governance and is often a focus of worksheet questions.

Structure of Government Under the Articles

Under the Articles, the national government consisted of a single legislative
body called the Congress of the Confederation. There was no executive branch
or national judiciary, which significantly limited federal power. Each state
had one vote in Congress regardless of size or population, emphasizing state
equality. This decentralized system is a common topic in worksheets and
requires understanding how it influenced decision-making and governance.

Key Components of the Articles

Grasping the main features of the Articles of Confederation is vital for
accurately answering worksheet questions. The document outlined the roles and
responsibilities of the states and the central government, specifying how
powers were divided and exercised.

State Sovereignty and Powers

The Articles emphasized state sovereignty, granting states the authority to
govern themselves independently. States retained all powers not explicitly
delegated to Congress, including taxation and law enforcement. This
arrangement is often highlighted in worksheet answers to explain the
limitations of the national government.

Powers of Congress

Congress held specific powers such as conducting foreign affairs, declaring
war, maintaining armed forces, and managing western territories. However, it
lacked the authority to levy taxes or regulate commerce, which hindered
national effectiveness. Understanding these powers is essential for answering
related questions on the worksheet accurately.

Decision-Making and Voting Procedures

Decisions in Congress required the approval of nine out of thirteen states, a



high threshold that made passing legislation difficult. Each state had one
vote, and delegations could not vote individually. This voting system often
appears in worksheet queries regarding governance challenges under the
Articles.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation is a
core part of many educational worksheets. This section provides a balanced
assessment necessary for comprehensive worksheet answers.

Strengths

The Articles had several notable strengths, including:

e Providing a framework for national unity during the Revolutionary War.

e Enabling the negotiation of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which ended the
war.

e Allowing the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which established a process
for admitting new states.

e Protecting state sovereignty and preventing centralized tyranny.

These advantages are frequently discussed in worksheet exercises to highlight
the Articles’ positive impact.

Weaknesses

Despite its strengths, the Articles had significant weaknesses that impaired
effective governance:

The inability of Congress to levy taxes, leading to financial problems.

Lack of a national executive to enforce laws or coordinate policies.

No national judiciary to resolve disputes between states.

Difficulty in passing laws due to the requirement of a supermajority.

Inability to regulate interstate and foreign commerce, causing economic
conflicts.

These weaknesses are often the focus of worksheet questions concerning the



Articles’ limitations.

Significant Events Under the Articles

Several key historical events occurred during the period governed by the
Articles of Confederation, which are commonly referenced in worksheet
questions. Understanding these events helps clarify the Articles’ practical
effects.

Shays’ Rebellion

Shays’ Rebellion was an armed uprising in 1786-1787 by farmers in
Massachusetts protesting economic injustices and high taxes. The national
government’s inability to respond effectively exposed the weaknesses of the
Articles, underscoring the need for a stronger federal government. This event
is a pivotal topic in worksheets related to the Articles.

Northwest Ordinance

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was a significant legislative achievement
under the Articles. It established a method for territories to become states
and prohibited slavery in the Northwest Territory. This ordinance is often
highlighted in worksheet answers for its role in westward expansion and
governance.

Treaty of Paris 1783

The Treaty of Paris formally ended the Revolutionary War and recognized
American independence. The Articles of Confederation government negotiated
this treaty, marking a key diplomatic success. This treaty is frequently
mentioned in worksheet content to illustrate the Articles’ diplomatic
functions.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Worksheets on the Articles of Confederation typically include a variety of
question types designed to test comprehension. This section outlines common
questions and model answers to aid understanding.

What was the main purpose of the Articles of



Confederation?

The main purpose was to establish a national government that would unite the
thirteen states during the Revolutionary War and coordinate collective
efforts while preserving state independence.

Why did the Articles create a weak central
government?

To avoid creating a powerful central authority that could become tyrannical,
reflecting the colonists’ fear of monarchy and centralized control
experienced under British rule.

List three powers granted to Congress under the
Articles.

1. Declare war and make peace.
2. Negotiate with foreign countries and manage diplomatic relations.

3. Establish and control armed forces.

Identify two major weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation.

1. Congress could not impose taxes, leading to financial difficulties.

2. There was no executive branch to enforce laws.

How did the Articles address state sovereignty?

The Articles granted states full sovereignty and independence, allowing them
to retain all powers not explicitly delegated to the national government.

Transition to the U.S. Constitution

The limitations of the Articles of Confederation led to calls for a new
framework of government. The Constitutional Convention of 1787 was convened



to address these problems, ultimately resulting in the drafting of the U.S.
Constitution. This transition is a crucial topic in worksheets focusing on
the evolution of American governance.

Reasons for Replacing the Articles

Several factors motivated the replacement of the Articles, including the
inability to raise revenue, regulate commerce, and maintain national order.
These deficiencies threatened the nation’s stability and unity, prompting the
need for a stronger federal government.

Key Changes in the Constitution

The Constitution established a federal system with a stronger central
government featuring three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial. It
granted Congress the power to tax, regulate commerce, and enforce laws,
addressing the major weaknesses of the Articles. Understanding these changes
is essential for comprehensive worksheet answers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Articles of Confederation worksheet
answers commonly focused on?

The worksheet answers typically focus on the structure, strengths, and
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, including its role as the first
constitution of the United States and why it was eventually replaced by the
U.S. Constitution.

Why was the Articles of Confederation considered a
weak form of government according to worksheet
answers?

Answers often highlight that the Articles created a weak central government
with no power to tax, regulate commerce, or enforce laws, leading to issues
like financial problems and interstate conflicts.

What were the key powers given to Congress under the
Articles of Confederation in worksheet answers?

Congress had the power to declare war, make peace, sign treaties, borrow
money, and manage relations with Native American tribes, but lacked authority
to enforce laws or collect taxes.



How do worksheet answers explain the process of
amending the Articles of Confederation?

Amendments required a unanimous vote from all thirteen states, making it very
difficult to make changes or improvements to the government structure under
the Articles.

What role did the Articles of Confederation
worksheet answers attribute to the government in
managing western lands?

The government was responsible for organizing and selling western lands
through ordinances like the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the Northwest
Ordinance, which were considered successes under the Articles.

According to worksheet answers, what major event
exposed the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?

Shays' Rebellion was a key event that demonstrated the inability of the
government under the Articles to maintain order or support state militias,
prompting calls for a stronger federal government.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding the Articles of Confederation

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation,
explaining its creation, key provisions, and limitations. It is designed for
students and educators seeking to grasp the foundational document that
governed the United States before the Constitution. The text includes
analysis of the political and economic challenges faced under the Articles
and how they led to the Constitutional Convention.

2. The Road to the Constitution: From Confederation to Federalism

Exploring the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S.
Constitution, this book delves into the reasons why the original government
framework was deemed inadequate. It covers the weaknesses in governance,
interstate conflicts, and the eventual call for a stronger federal
government. The narrative is supported by primary documents and worksheet-
style questions to reinforce understanding.

3. Articles of Confederation Worksheet Answers and Study Guide

This guide is specifically designed to accompany educational worksheets on
the Articles of Confederation. It offers detailed answers and explanations to
common worksheet questions, helping students to review and master the
material. Perfect for classroom use or individual study, it breaks down
complex concepts into clear and concise points.



4. Early American Government: The Articles of Confederation

Focusing on the first American government, this book explains the structure,
powers, and shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation. It highlights key
events and figures involved in its drafting and implementation. The book
includes discussion questions and activities aimed at deepening student
engagement with the topic.

5. From Confederation to Constitution: The Formation of American Government
This volume traces the historical and political developments that led the
United States from the Articles of Confederation to the drafting of the
Constitution. It covers the challenges of unity, economic issues, and the
debates surrounding federal authority. The book is supplemented with
timelines, document excerpts, and critical thinking exercises.

6. Government and the Articles of Confederation: A Student’s Workbook
Designed as a hands-on workbook, this resource guides students through the
key concepts of the Articles of Confederation with interactive questions and
answer keys. It emphasizes understanding the document’s role in shaping early
American governance and identifying its flaws. Teachers will find it useful
for reinforcing lessons on early U.S. history.

7. The Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation Explained

This book zeroes in on the specific weaknesses that plagued the Articles of
Confederation, such as the lack of a strong central government and the
inability to levy taxes. It analyzes how these deficiencies impacted the
young nation’s stability and growth. Case studies and hypothetical scenarios
help readers appreciate the need for the Constitution.

8. Constitutional Foundations: The Articles of Confederation and Beyond
Offering a broader context, this book examines the Articles of Confederation
as the stepping stone to the U.S. Constitution. It provides comparative
analysis between the two documents and discusses their impact on American
political development. Ideal for advanced students, it encourages critical
analysis and debate.

9. The Articles of Confederation in American History

This historical account chronicles the creation, adoption, and eventual
replacement of the Articles of Confederation. It presents the document’s
significance in the broader narrative of American independence and nation-
building. The book includes primary source documents and discussion prompts
to aid comprehension and classroom discussion.
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