the law of life commonlit answers

the law of life commonlit answers are essential for students and educators engaging
with the poignant short story "The Law of Life" by Jack London, often featured in
CommonlLit’s educational resources. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
understanding the key themes, literary devices, and character analysis required to answer
CommonlLit questions effectively. Emphasizing critical thinking and textual evidence, the
law of life commonlit answers help readers navigate the philosophical and existential
questions posed by the story. This guide also explores the historical context and cultural
significance, enriching the interpretation of the narrative. Additionally, strategies for
tackling CommonLit comprehension questions and essay prompts are discussed to
enhance academic performance. Readers will find detailed explanations, example answers,
and tips for approaching this literary work. The following sections outline the main areas
of focus to master the law of life commonlit answers.
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Overview of "The Law of Life" by Jack London

"The Law of Life" is a short story written by Jack London that explores the inevitable cycle
of life and death through the experience of an aging Native American chief named
Koskoosh. The narrative unfolds in the harsh wilderness, highlighting the themes of
survival, nature’s indifference, and acceptance of mortality. The story is often included in
CommonlLit’s curriculum for its rich thematic content and literary merit. Understanding
the plot and structure is crucial for answering CommonlLit questions accurately. The
story’s brevity belies its deep philosophical message about the natural laws governing all
living beings.



Plot Summary

The story centers on Koskoosh, who is left behind by his tribe because of his old age and
infirmity. As he faces death, Koskoosh reflects on his life and the "law of life" — the
natural order that dictates the survival of the fittest and the inevitability of death. The
narrative’s cyclical structure mirrors the natural cycle of life, death, and rebirth. The story
concludes with Koskoosh accepting his fate with dignity, reinforcing the story’s central
message.

Importance in CommonlLit Curriculum

CommonlLit includes this story to challenge students to analyze complex themes such as
mortality and cultural traditions. The law of life commonlit answers often require students
to interpret symbolic elements and authorial intent. Familiarity with the story’s main
points enables students to respond thoughtfully to comprehension and analytical
questions.

Key Themes and Symbolism

The law of life commonlit answers frequently highlight the story’s key themes and use of
symbolism. Recognizing these elements is vital to understanding the deeper meaning
behind Jack London’s narrative. Themes such as the inevitability of death, respect for
nature, and cultural customs are woven throughout the story and reinforce its
philosophical undertones.

The Inevitability of Death

One of the central themes in "The Law of Life" is the unavoidable nature of death.
Koskoosh’s acceptance of death underscores the natural law that all living things must
eventually perish. This theme is a common focus in CommonlLit questions, inviting
students to analyze how the story portrays death as a natural and necessary part of life.

Respect for Nature and Survival

The story emphasizes the harsh realities of survival in the natural world. Koskoosh’s
reflections reveal an understanding that life is governed by nature’s laws, which include
the survival of the fittest. Symbolism such as the imagery of the cold wilderness and the
wolf pack illustrates nature’s indifferent force.



Cultural Traditions and Acceptance

Another theme explored is the role of cultural customs in confronting mortality. The
tribe’s decision to leave Koskoosh behind is rooted in tradition and practicality,
demonstrating a cultural acceptance of death as part of the life cycle. This respect for
tradition is a key aspect often examined in CommonLit assessments.

Character Analysis

Analyzing characters is a fundamental part of the law of life commonlit answers. The
story’s protagonist, Koskoosh, embodies themes of wisdom, dignity, and acceptance.
Understanding his character traits and motivations is essential to interpreting the story’s
message.

Koskoosh: The Aging Chief

Koskoosh represents the elder generation facing the end of life. His reflections reveal a
deep awareness of the natural laws and a stoic acceptance of his fate. His character
symbolizes the universal human experience of confronting mortality. His calm demeanor
and philosophical insights provide a powerful lens through which readers explore the
story’s themes.

The Tribe’s Role

The tribe serves as a collective character reflecting the community’s cultural values. Their
decision to leave Koskoosh behind is not cruel but pragmatic, illustrating the harsh
pragmatism of survival in the wilderness. This dynamic helps highlight the story’s
emphasis on cultural tradition and natural law.

CommonlLit Questions and Answer Strategies

Successfully responding to CommonLit questions about "The Law of Life" requires a
strategic approach. The law of life commonlit answers often demand textual evidence,
thematic understanding, and critical analysis. This section outlines effective strategies for
tackling such questions.

Types of Questions



CommonlLit questions typically fall into several categories:

e Comprehension questions focusing on plot and character
¢ Analytical questions examining themes and symbolism
e Vocabulary and language usage questions

e Essay prompts requiring synthesis of ideas and textual support

Answering Techniques

To answer these questions effectively, consider the following techniques:

e Refer directly to the text for evidence supporting your answers

e Identify and explain key themes related to death, nature, and tradition
e Analyze literary devices such as imagery and symbolism

e Use clear, concise language to articulate your insights

e Organize essay responses with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a strong
conclusion

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural context of "The Law of Life" enriches the law of
life commonlit answers by providing background on the story’s setting and characters.
Jack London’s depiction of Native American life in the early 20th century reflects broader
themes of survival and cultural transition.

Setting and Time Period

The story is set in the harsh Arctic environment where indigenous peoples lived in close
connection with nature. This setting is crucial for understanding the survival challenges
faced by the characters and the cultural practices they follow. The early 1900s context
reflects a time of significant change and hardship for Native American communities.



Representation of Native American Culture

Jack London portrays cultural customs such as leaving the elderly behind as part of
survival strategies. While this reflects harsh realities, it also honors the natural cycle and
respect for life’s law. Recognizing this cultural portrayal helps students analyze the story
with sensitivity and depth.

Literary Devices in "The Law of Life"

Jack London employs a variety of literary devices that enhance the story’s thematic
impact. Awareness of these devices is essential for crafting comprehensive law of life
commonlit answers. Literary techniques include imagery, symbolism, and narrative
structure.

Imagery

Vivid descriptions of the cold, desolate landscape create an atmosphere of isolation and
inevitability. Imagery related to the wilderness underscores the theme of nature’s power
and the fragility of human life. These sensory details deepen readers’ emotional
engagement with the story.

Symbolism

Several symbols appear throughout the story, including the wolf pack, which represents
the natural law of survival, and the fire, symbolizing life and warmth amid the cold. These
symbols reinforce the philosophical ideas embedded in the narrative.

Narrative Structure

The story’s cyclical structure, beginning and ending with Koskoosh’s reflections, mirrors
the cycle of life and death. This narrative choice emphasizes the inevitability and
universality of the law of life.

Sample Answers and Explanation

Reviewing sample answers can clarify expectations and improve performance on
CommonlLit assessments related to "The Law of Life." Below are examples of typical
question prompts and model responses.



Sample Question 1: What is the significance of the
story’s title?

Sample Answer: The title “The Law of Life” refers to the natural laws that govern
existence, especially the inevitability of death. Throughout the story, Jack London
emphasizes that all living beings must eventually die, and that this cycle is an essential
part of life. The story’s protagonist, Koskoosh, accepts this law with dignity,
demonstrating the acceptance required to live in harmony with nature.

Sample Question 2: How does Jack London use imagery
to develop the theme of survival?

Sample Answer: London uses stark imagery to depict the cold and unforgiving
wilderness, which highlights the struggle for survival. Descriptions of the frozen landscape
and the howling wolf pack symbolize the harsh conditions that dictate life and death. This
imagery reinforces the theme that survival depends on adapting to nature’s laws, which
are impartial and relentless.

Effective Answer Tips

e Always support answers with specific references to the text
e Explain how literary elements contribute to the story’s themes
e Maintain clarity and coherence in writing

e Address all parts of the question thoroughly

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Law of Life' by Jack
London?

The main theme of 'The Law of Life' is the inevitability of death and the natural cycle of
life, emphasizing acceptance of mortality as a fundamental law of nature.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Law of Life' and what



happens to him?

The protagonist is an old Inuit named Koskoosh who is left behind by his tribe to die,
illustrating the harsh realities of survival and the law of nature.

How does Jack London portray nature in 'The Law of
Life'?

Nature is portrayed as indifferent and powerful, following its own laws without regard for
human life, highlighting the theme of survival and the natural order.

What role does memory play in 'The Law of Life'?

Memory serves as a connection to Koskoosh's past life and experiences, providing comfort
and reflection as he faces death alone.

Why is Koskoosh left behind by his tribe in the story?

Koskoosh is left behind because he is old and unable to keep up with the tribe,
demonstrating the community's adherence to survival laws and the acceptance of death.

What is the significance of the title 'The Law of Life'?

The title signifies the unchanging natural laws governing life and death, emphasizing that
death is an inevitable part of life that must be accepted.

How does 'The Law of Life' reflect Jack London's views
on survival and nature?

The story reflects London's realist and naturalist views, portraying survival as a brutal and
indifferent process governed by natural laws beyond human control.

What literary devices are prominent in ‘'The Law of
Life'?

Prominent literary devices include imagery, symbolism, and flashbacks, which enhance the
themes of nature, memory, and mortality.

How does the story 'The Law of Life' end?

The story ends with Koskoosh peacefully accepting his fate as he awaits death alone in the
snow, symbolizing acceptance of the natural cycle.

What lesson can readers learn from 'The Law of Life'?

Readers can learn about the importance of accepting the natural cycle of life and death,
understanding that mortality is a universal law that governs all living beings.



Additional Resources

1. "The Law of Life" by Jack London - CommonLit Edition

This edition of Jack London's classic short story includes CommonLit’s guided questions
and analysis. It explores themes of nature, survival, and the inevitability of death through
the story of an old Native American man left to die by his tribe. The story prompts readers
to reflect on the natural cycles of life and the human condition.

2. "Understanding Natural Law in 'The Law of Life'"

This book delves into the philosophical underpinnings of natural law as depicted in Jack
London’s "The Law of Life." It examines how the story portrays the laws of nature that
govern life and death, emphasizing acceptance and the cycle of existence. The text is
useful for students seeking to connect literary themes with broader legal and ethical
concepts.

3. "CommonlLit Study Guide: Themes and Analysis of 'The Law of Life'"

A comprehensive guide designed for students using CommonLit resources, this book
breaks down the central themes, character analysis, and literary devices in "The Law of
Life." It offers chapter summaries, discussion questions, and essay prompts to aid in
classroom learning and test preparation. The guide encourages critical thinking about
mortality and cultural traditions.

4. "Survival and the Human Spirit: Insights from 'The Law of Life'"

This collection of essays explores survival instincts and human resilience, using Jack
London’s story as a foundational text. It discusses how the protagonist’s experience
reflects broader human struggles with aging, death, and acceptance. Readers gain a
deeper understanding of the emotional and philosophical dimensions of survival literature.

5. "Cultural Perspectives on Death and Dying in Literature"

Focusing on various literary works, including "The Law of Life," this book examines how
different cultures perceive death and the rituals surrounding it. It highlights the role of
storytelling in shaping societal attitudes towards mortality. The analysis helps readers
appreciate the cultural context behind the story’s portrayal of life and death.

6. "Ethics and Morality in Jack London’s Writings"

This book explores the ethical dilemmas and moral questions raised in Jack London’s body
of work, with a focus on "The Law of Life." It discusses themes such as the value of life,
the acceptance of death, and the conflict between individual desire and natural law. The
text is suitable for readers interested in philosophy and literature intersections.

7. "The Cycle of Life and Death: A Literary Exploration"

An anthology that includes "The Law of Life" among other works, this book investigates
the recurring literary theme of life’s cyclical nature. It discusses how authors use
symbolism, narrative structure, and character development to convey the inevitability of
death and renewal. The collection is ideal for literature students and enthusiasts.

8. "Nature and Human Existence in Early 20th Century Literature"

This scholarly work analyzes how early 20th-century authors like Jack London present the
relationship between humans and the natural world. "The Law of Life" is used as a case
study to illustrate themes of survival, environmental determinism, and existential
acceptance. The book provides historical context and critical perspectives relevant to the



period.

9. "CommonlLit Answers and Resources for 'The Law of Life'"

A practical resource for educators and students, this book compiles answers, explanations,
and teaching tips related to CommonlLit’s "The Law of Life" materials. It aims to facilitate
comprehension and classroom discussion by providing clear, concise responses to
CommonlLit questions. The guide supports effective learning and curriculum planning.
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