
the myth of arachne commonlit answer key
the myth of arachne commonlit answer key is a sought-after resource for students and
educators aiming to deepen their understanding of this classic Greek myth and its educational
applications. This article explores the myth of Arachne as presented in CommonLit, a popular digital
reading platform, and provides a comprehensive answer key to assist with comprehension and
analysis. By examining the story's themes, characters, and moral lessons, readers can gain valuable
insights into its significance in literature and mythology. Furthermore, this article will clarify
common questions and provide detailed explanations for CommonLit’s assessment items related to
the myth of Arachne. Whether you are a teacher preparing lessons or a student looking to enhance
your understanding, this guide offers an authoritative overview of the myth and practical support for
CommonLit assignments. The content is optimized for clarity, depth, and relevance to the keyword
"the myth of arachne commonlit answer key," ensuring a thorough exploration suitable for academic
use.
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Overview of the Myth of Arachne
The myth of Arachne originates from ancient Greek mythology and tells the story of a talented
mortal weaver named Arachne who challenged the goddess Athena to a weaving contest. According
to the legend, Arachne’s skill was unmatched, but her pride and disrespect towards the gods led to
her transformation into a spider by Athena as punishment. This myth explains the origin of spiders
and serves as a moral tale about humility, respect, and the consequences of hubris. It has been
retold in various forms throughout history, including in Ovid’s "Metamorphoses," where it holds a
prominent place as a cautionary narrative.

Historical Context and Variations
The myth has multiple versions, but the central theme remains consistent: Arachne’s weaving
prowess and the divine retribution she faces. Variations of the tale emphasize different aspects, such
as the quality of Arachne’s tapestry depicting the gods’ flaws or the severity of Athena’s punishment.
These retellings reflect cultural values and artistic interpretations over time, underscoring the
myth’s enduring relevance.



Characters and Their Roles
Arachne is portrayed as a gifted but arrogant mortal, while Athena represents wisdom, skill, and
divine authority. Their interaction highlights the tension between human ambition and divine order.
Other minor characters or elements often support the narrative by reinforcing the themes of
competition, artistry, and transformation.

CommonLit Presentation of the Myth
CommonLit’s version of the myth of Arachne is tailored for educational purposes, offering a clear
and accessible retelling suitable for middle and high school students. The platform focuses on
presenting the story in a way that encourages critical thinking and analysis, aligning with
CommonLit’s mission to improve literacy and comprehension skills.

Text Structure and Language
The CommonLit text uses straightforward language and structured paragraphs to facilitate
understanding. Literary devices such as imagery and metaphor are highlighted to help students
analyze the myth’s deeper meanings. The narrative is concise yet rich in detail, supporting
engagement and retention.

Assessment and Comprehension Questions
CommonLit includes a series of questions that assess students’ grasp of the myth, covering aspects
such as plot, character motivations, themes, and vocabulary. These questions are designed to
promote inferential thinking and textual evidence usage.

Key Themes and Symbolism in the Myth of Arachne
The myth of Arachne encompasses several important themes and symbols that contribute to its
lasting impact in literature and education. Understanding these elements is crucial for interpreting
the story’s message and significance.

Hubris and Punishment
One of the primary themes is hubris, or excessive pride, particularly in relation to the gods.
Arachne’s challenge to Athena exemplifies this arrogance, which ultimately leads to her downfall.
The myth serves as a warning against overestimating oneself and disrespecting higher powers.

Artistry and Skill
The story celebrates artistic talent and craftsmanship, emphasizing the beauty and power of weaving
as a metaphor for creativity. Arachne’s exceptional skill is both admired and condemned, creating a



complex portrayal of human achievement.

Transformation and Identity
The transformation of Arachne into a spider symbolizes change, punishment, and the origins of
nature. This metamorphosis motif is common in mythology and highlights themes of identity,
consequence, and the relationship between humans and the divine.

Symbolic Elements

The Loom: Represents creativity and the act of storytelling.

The Spider: Symbolizes Arachne’s eternal legacy and the continuation of her weaving skill.

The Tapestry: Depicts the gods’ flaws and serves as a narrative device to criticize divine
behavior.

CommonLit Answer Key: Questions and Explanations
The myth of Arachne CommonLit answer key provides detailed solutions and explanations for the
questions posed in the CommonLit reading assignment. This section outlines typical question types
and their corresponding answers to aid student comprehension and teacher evaluation.

Multiple Choice Questions
These questions often focus on key details such as character motivations, plot events, and thematic
elements. For example, a question might ask why Athena punishes Arachne, with the correct answer
highlighting Arachne’s disrespect and hubris.

Short Answer and Open-Ended Questions
Short answer prompts encourage students to recall specific textual evidence or explain the
significance of the myth’s themes. Open-ended questions might ask students to interpret the moral
lesson or compare Arachne’s story to other myths involving transformation.

Sample Answer Explanations

Why does Arachne challenge Athena? – Arachne challenges Athena because she is proud of1.
her weaving skills and wants to prove she is better than the goddess.



What is the outcome of the weaving contest? – Both produce beautiful tapestries, but2.
Athena punishes Arachne for her arrogance by turning her into a spider.

What lesson does the myth teach? – The myth warns against hubris and emphasizes the3.
importance of humility and respect for the gods.

Educational Benefits of Using the Myth of Arachne on
CommonLit
Integrating the myth of Arachne into CommonLit’s curriculum offers various educational
advantages. It not only introduces students to classical mythology but also enhances literacy skills,
critical thinking, and cultural awareness.

Literary Analysis Skills
Students engage with narrative structure, character analysis, and thematic exploration. The myth’s
rich symbolism and moral complexity provide ample material for literary discussion and essay
writing.

Cultural and Historical Understanding
The story serves as a gateway to understanding ancient Greek culture, mythology, and values. This
contextual knowledge supports interdisciplinary learning and broadens students’ perspectives.

Vocabulary Development
CommonLit selections often include vocabulary support and questions that encourage students to
explore word meanings in context, improving language proficiency.

Critical Thinking Enhancement
Through analysis and interpretation of the myth, students develop skills in reasoning,
argumentation, and evidence-based conclusions, which are essential for academic success.

Encourages engagement with classical literature

Supports development of higher-order thinking skills

Facilitates understanding of narrative techniques

Promotes appreciation of mythological symbolism



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Myth of Arachne' in
CommonLit?
The main theme of 'The Myth of Arachne' is the consequences of pride and the power of humility.

Who is Arachne in the myth and what is she known for?
Arachne is a talented mortal weaver known for her exceptional weaving skills and her challenge to
the goddess Athena.

What role does Athena play in the myth of Arachne?
Athena is the goddess of wisdom and crafts who challenges Arachne to a weaving contest and
ultimately punishes her for her hubris.

How does Arachne’s story end according to the CommonLit
text?
After losing the contest and being punished by Athena, Arachne is transformed into a spider,
doomed to weave forever.

What lesson can readers learn from 'The Myth of Arachne'?
Readers learn that excessive pride and disrespect towards the gods or others can lead to severe
consequences.

Why did Arachne challenge Athena in the myth?
Arachne challenged Athena because she was proud of her weaving skills and wanted to prove she
was better than the goddess.

How is the conflict between Arachne and Athena resolved?
The conflict is resolved when Athena punishes Arachne by transforming her into a spider after the
weaving contest.

What symbolism does the spider represent in 'The Myth of
Arachne'?
The spider symbolizes both Arachne's skill in weaving and her eternal punishment for her pride.



How does 'The Myth of Arachne' reflect ancient Greek values?
'The Myth of Arachne' reflects the Greek values of respecting the gods, humility, and the dangers of
hubris.

What is the significance of the weaving contest in the story?
The weaving contest symbolizes a test of skill and pride, ultimately serving as the turning point that
leads to Arachne's downfall.

Additional Resources
1. The Myth of Arachne: Weaver of Fate
This book delves into the classic myth of Arachne, exploring her journey from a talented mortal
weaver to her transformation into a spider by the goddess Athena. It includes detailed retellings and
interpretations, highlighting themes of pride, creativity, and punishment. Readers gain insight into
ancient Greek culture and mythology through vivid storytelling and analysis.

2. Arachne and Athena: The Weaver’s Challenge
Focusing on the rivalry between Arachne and Athena, this book presents the myth alongside
historical context about the gods and mortals involved. It examines the consequences of hubris and
the significance of artistry in Greek mythology. The narrative is complemented by illustrations and
discussion questions for deeper engagement.

3. Threads of Destiny: The Story of Arachne
This book offers a poetic retelling of Arachne’s tale, emphasizing the symbolic meaning behind
weaving and fate. It explores the transformative power of art and the complexities of human pride.
The text is suitable for readers interested in mythology with a literary and philosophical angle.

4. CommonLit Mythology Series: Arachne
Part of the CommonLit educational series, this book provides a student-friendly version of the
Arachne myth. It includes comprehension questions and an answer key to support classroom
learning. The book is designed to help students analyze themes and character motivations
effectively.

5. The Spider’s Web: Lessons from Arachne
This book interprets the myth of Arachne through a modern lens, drawing parallels between ancient
stories and contemporary issues of creativity and humility. It encourages readers to reflect on
personal growth and the consequences of arrogance. The narrative is accessible and thought-
provoking, suitable for young adults.

6. Arachne: From Mortal Weaver to Spider
Detailing Arachne’s transformation, this book combines mythological storytelling with scientific facts
about spiders, blending mythology and natural history. It appeals to readers interested in both
literature and biology, providing a multidisciplinary perspective on the myth.

7. Greek Myths Retold: The Tale of Arachne
This retelling focuses on clarity and engagement, making the myth accessible to younger readers. It
highlights the moral lessons in Arachne’s story and includes colorful illustrations. The book is ideal



for introducing children to Greek mythology.

8. Weaving Stories: The Myth and Symbolism of Arachne
Exploring the symbolic significance of weaving in mythology, this book analyzes Arachne’s story in
the context of art, culture, and gender roles. It provides scholarly insights alongside narrative
elements, making it suitable for advanced readers and mythology enthusiasts.

9. Arachne and the Gods: Power and Punishment in Greek Myth
This book examines the dynamics between mortals and gods through the lens of Arachne’s myth. It
discusses themes of divine authority, rebellion, and justice in ancient Greek society. Rich in
historical background, it offers a comprehensive understanding of the myth’s lasting impact.
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