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the origins of memorial day newsela answer key provide a detailed exploration into
the historical background and significance of Memorial Day, a federal holiday dedicated to
honoring fallen American soldiers. This article delves into the birth of Memorial Day, tracing
its roots back to post-Civil War commemorations and highlighting various claims from
different communities about how the holiday originated. Understanding the origins is
essential for grasping the cultural and patriotic importance that Memorial Day holds today.
Additionally, the article addresses common questions and clarifies misconceptions often
found in educational resources such as Newsela, ensuring a comprehensive grasp of the
holiday’s history. Readers will gain insight into how Memorial Day evolved from local
remembrance events into a nationally recognized day of tribute. The following sections will
explore the historical timeline, key figures, regional influences, and educational
interpretations, including the specifics of the Newsela answer key related to Memorial Day’s
origins.

The Historical Background of Memorial Day

Key Figures in the Establishment of Memorial Day

Regional Claims and Traditions

The Role of Newsela in Teaching Memorial Day Origins

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications

The Historical Background of Memorial Day
The origins of Memorial Day newsela answer key often begin with the historical context of
the American Civil War, which ended in 1865. The devastating loss of life during the war led
many communities to seek ways to honor the soldiers who had died in battle. Memorial
Day, originally known as Decoration Day, emerged as a day set aside for decorating the
graves of fallen soldiers with flowers and flags. This tradition symbolized respect and
remembrance, serving as a public expression of mourning and gratitude for those who
sacrificed their lives for the country.

The Post-Civil War Era and Decoration Day
Following the Civil War, various towns and states independently organized ceremonies to
honor their war dead. These ceremonies often involved decorating soldiers’ graves with
flowers, which is how the holiday initially derived its name. The first widely recognized
observance occurred in the spring of 1866, when women in Charleston, South Carolina,



arranged a memorial for Union soldiers buried in a mass grave. This act of remembrance
set a precedent for annual commemorations that spread across the United States.

National Recognition and Federal Holiday Status
Over time, Decoration Day grew in popularity and significance, with more states adopting
similar observances. By the late 19th century, the day had become a nationally recognized
event to honor all American soldiers who died in military service, not just those from the
Civil War. In 1971, Memorial Day was officially declared a federal holiday and moved to the
last Monday in May to create a long weekend, further solidifying its role in American culture
and history.

Key Figures in the Establishment of Memorial Day
The origins of Memorial Day newsela answer key highlight several individuals who played
crucial roles in the holiday’s founding and popularization. These figures often represent
different regions and communities, each claiming a part in Memorial Day’s early history.

Julia Ward Howe
Julia Ward Howe, an abolitionist and social activist, is known for promoting the idea of a day
of remembrance for soldiers who died in the Civil War. Howe’s advocacy for peace and her
creation of the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” helped shape the cultural atmosphere that
encouraged national commemoration.

General John A. Logan
General John A. Logan, commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, issued a
proclamation in 1868 designating May 30 as Decoration Day. His leadership was
instrumental in formalizing the holiday and encouraging widespread observance throughout
the Northern states.

Mary Ann Williams
Mary Ann Williams, a leader of the Ladies Memorial Association in Columbus, Georgia, is
credited with organizing one of the earliest public Decoration Day events in the South. Her
efforts to honor Confederate soldiers’ graves contributed significantly to the establishment
of Memorial Day traditions in Southern communities.

Regional Claims and Traditions
Many towns and states claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day, each with unique stories
and traditions that add complexity to the holiday’s history. The origins of Memorial Day



newsela answer key often discuss these varying claims to provide a balanced view.

Waterloo, New York
Waterloo, New York, is officially recognized by the federal government as the birthplace of
Memorial Day. On May 5, 1866, the town organized a community-wide event to honor fallen
soldiers, which included decorating graves and holding a parade. This event was later cited
by Congress when designating Waterloo as the holiday’s origin.

Charleston, South Carolina
Charleston claims to have conducted one of the first Decoration Day observances in 1865,
when freed African Americans decorated the graves of Union soldiers who died in a
Confederate prison camp. This early ceremony is significant for its demonstration of respect
and reconciliation at a time of great division.

Other Regional Observances
Additional regions like Richmond, Virginia, and Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, also assert early
Memorial Day traditions. Richmond held a large commemoration for Confederate soldiers in
1866, while Boalsburg’s residents claim to have celebrated a similar day as early as 1864.
These competing narratives illustrate the widespread desire to honor war dead across the
nation.

The Role of Newsela in Teaching Memorial Day
Origins
Newsela is an educational platform that provides leveled reading content for students,
including articles about Memorial Day and its origins. The origins of Memorial Day newsela
answer key serves as a resource for teachers and students to understand the historical
facts and nuances related to the holiday.

Educational Objectives
Newsela’s Memorial Day content aims to teach students about the historical context,
significance, and evolving nature of the holiday. It encourages critical thinking by
presenting multiple perspectives on the holiday’s origins, enabling learners to appreciate
the complexity of American history.

Answer Key Utility
The answer key provided alongside Newsela articles helps educators assess comprehension



and reinforce key points. It typically includes explanations about the historical figures,
dates, and events associated with Memorial Day, ensuring accurate understanding while
addressing common misconceptions.

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications
Despite its importance, Memorial Day’s origins are sometimes misunderstood or
oversimplified. The origins of Memorial Day newsela answer key helps clarify these issues
to promote accurate knowledge.

Memorial Day is not the same as Veterans Day: Memorial Day honors those who
died in military service, while Veterans Day recognizes all military veterans.

Multiple origins exist: There is no single founder or event; instead, Memorial Day
evolved from various local traditions.

The holiday was originally called Decoration Day: This name reflects the
practice of decorating graves, which remains a central aspect of observance.

It commemorates all American war dead: Though it began after the Civil War,
Memorial Day now honors fallen soldiers from all conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Memorial Day and why is it observed?
Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States dedicated to honoring and
remembering the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military.

When did Memorial Day originate?
Memorial Day originated after the American Civil War, with the first widely recognized
observance taking place in 1868.

Who is credited with founding Memorial Day?
General John A. Logan, leader of an organization for Union veterans, is credited with
establishing Memorial Day as a national day of remembrance in 1868.

What was the original name of Memorial Day?
Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day, because people decorated the graves
of fallen soldiers with flowers.



How did Memorial Day traditions begin?
Traditions began with communities decorating soldiers' graves and holding memorial
services, which later evolved into parades and other commemorations.

Is Memorial Day linked to a specific war?
Memorial Day was initially linked to the Civil War but now honors all American military
personnel who have died in any war or conflict.

How has Memorial Day changed over time?
Over time, Memorial Day has evolved from a solemn day of remembrance to also include
celebrations marking the start of summer, though its primary purpose remains honoring
fallen soldiers.

Why is Memorial Day important in American culture?
Memorial Day is important because it serves as a national occasion to recognize and
remember the sacrifices made by military members for the nation's freedom and security.

Additional Resources
1. Memorial Day: The True Story of the Holiday's Origins
This book explores the historical roots of Memorial Day, detailing how the holiday began as
Decoration Day after the Civil War. It highlights the contributions of various communities
who honored fallen soldiers by decorating their graves. The narrative includes different
perspectives on how the day evolved into a national observance.

2. The Story Behind Memorial Day
This book provides a concise history of Memorial Day, focusing on its significance as a day
to remember those who died serving in the U.S. military. It examines the early traditions
and the role of women’s groups in establishing the holiday. Readers gain insight into how
Memorial Day became an official federal holiday.

3. Remembering the Fallen: Origins of Memorial Day
This title delves into the origins of Memorial Day, tracing its beginnings to post-Civil War
commemorations. It discusses the different local customs that eventually merged into a
nationwide tradition. The book also covers how the holiday pays tribute to all American
soldiers who sacrificed their lives in service.

4. From Decoration Day to Memorial Day: A Historical Account
This book traces the transformation of Decoration Day into Memorial Day, explaining the
social and political factors involved. It covers the efforts of various communities to honor
war dead and the government’s role in formalizing the holiday. The narrative contextualizes
Memorial Day within American history and culture.

5. Memorial Day: Honoring America’s Heroes
Focusing on the meaning behind Memorial Day, this book explains how the holiday



originated and why it is important. It highlights stories of families and veterans who
participate in Memorial Day ceremonies. The book also touches on how Memorial Day
serves as a time for reflection and national remembrance.

6. The Origins of Memorial Day: A Civil War Legacy
This book centers on the Civil War’s impact on Memorial Day’s creation, emphasizing the
widespread grief and need for commemoration. It describes the first Decoration Day
observances and the symbolism behind grave decorations. The book offers detailed
historical accounts of early Memorial Day events.

7. Memorial Day: A Day of Remembrance and Honor
This book covers the development of Memorial Day from local observances to a nationally
recognized holiday. It explains how different regions contributed to its traditions and the
role of government proclamations. The book also discusses how Memorial Day reflects
American values of sacrifice and patriotism.

8. The History and Traditions of Memorial Day
This title provides a comprehensive overview of Memorial Day’s history, including its
origins, evolution, and present-day customs. It examines the various ways Americans
commemorate the holiday, from parades to moments of silence. The book also explores the
significance of Memorial Day in American culture.

9. Memorial Day: Remembering the Sacrifice
This book emphasizes the importance of remembering soldiers who died in service to the
country through Memorial Day. It offers historical background on the holiday’s beginnings
and how it spread across the United States. The book also highlights personal stories and
the ongoing relevance of Memorial Day today.
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